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The Season of Lent
I’m sure that most of you know what follows, but in the event you have never heard or may have
forgotten how our Methodist Book of Worship describes the season of Lent, let me highlight it for
you.
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday, (this
year on March 1st), and ends on Holy Saturday, April, 15th. The word Lent, is derived from the
Anglo-Saxon, word lencten, which means spring. The season is a preparation for celebrating
Easter. Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts
and then became a time of penance by all Christians. The first Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the sixth Sunday, (Passion/Palm Sunday) Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
So the Lenten season is a time when all Christendom turns with Jesus to face the Cross. It’s a time of reflection,
of receiving and giving and of losing and finding. It is a time when we are forced to face the truth about our walk
with Christ and re-evaluate our sense of direction and to compare our focus and desires to His.
When Jesus turned his face toward Jerusalem, He knew the road would end at Golgatha, yet He neither turned
away or slowed His step. Every Lenten Season we are asked to
travel that road with Him, so we can better understand His life
and death. The Path we follow with Him might be called the Via
Dolorosa, or “The way of sorrows”. Some say the path started in
Bethlehem, others contend it began with His baptism. Personally I
agree with Max Lucado, who wrote the Via Dolorosa began in the
hall of Heaven. The Journey began when God left Heavens gates
in search of us. Armed with nothing more than a passion to win
your heart, God came looking for you with only one thought in
mind. God wanted to bring His Children home.
This year we will begin the journey on Ash Wednesday, March
1st, with services being held at 7:00 PM. Confirmation classes will
be rescheduled to the following week.
Worship services will follow the Via Dolorosa beginning on March 5th, the first Sunday of Lent and will continue
into April until Palm Sunday, using the following scriptures:
Matthew 4:1-11
The temptation of Jesus
Luke 13:31-35
Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem
John 4:5-42
The woman at the well
John 9:1-41
The Judgment of those who claim to see
John 11:1-45
A sample of what’s to come
Matthew 21:1-11 Palm Sunday; The triumphal entry into Jerusalem
John 20:1-18
Easter, He is Risen!!
Let’s make our journey with Jesus down the Via Dolorosa a shared journey. It’s a long, lonely road trip and I’m
pretty sure Jesus would appreciate the company. In fact, why don’t you invite family, friends and neighbors to
come along. Jesus is always looking for new friends.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Duane

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — FEBRUARY 2017
Chris Heydon called the Feb. 13, 2017 Farrar Church Board Meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Ed Craig
gave the opening prayer. Those present in addition to Chris and Ed, were Brent Fick, Cindy Lorius,
TJ Craig, Norm McCoy, Mary Craig, Karen Carney, Mike Murphy, Harold Long, Warren and Marcia
Nielson. Pastor Skidmore was absent for medical reasons and Betty Byers, secretary, was
unavailable.
Secretary's Report: The Secretary's Report was read by Norman McCoy. Mary moved and
Mike seconded to approve the report. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer's Report was distributed by Mike Murphy in the absence
of Fred Link. There was a difference of 4 cents between the bank and Fred’s figures. Mike
corrected the difference. The pastor and cleaning person’s payroll will be reflected on the March
report. Harold moved and Karen seconded to approve the report. Motion carried.
Financial Report: Mike presented the annual financial report. Thanks to Cindy for typing.
Pastor’s Report: Due to pastor’s absence there was not a report. Sheryll will teach the
confirmation class on Wednesday.
Sound System: This item is being tabled until May when Brian McCoy returns and is able to
advise us what equipment we could use and what is available.
Survey for a Full-Time or Part-Time Pastor: The congregational surveys have been mostly
all tabulated and summarized. The Pastor-Parish Relations Committee will take this information to
the District Supervisor and discuss it with him. Mike Murphy will check the church mailbox for more
surveys.
Buying Round Tables for the Basement: After a brief discussion, Harold moved to buy 2- 72”
round tables for the church basement. Brent seconded and motion passed.
Mission and Vision Statements: After discussion, TJ made a motion to purchase two
outdoor banners, one each for the Mission and Vision statements, and 2 posters for inside the
church that will be framed. Karen seconded and the motion passed. Cindy will order them.
Handicapped Issues: Harold moved to order a bigger sign for placement on the
handicapped entryway, along with signage designating two handicapped parking spaces and one
for the pastor. Mike seconded and the motion carried. Brent will acquire the signs and Chris will
line the spaces. It was discussed that we need to have someone available to run the lift during
funerals and other events that include visitors.
Church Cleaning: Mike will check-in with Kathy to see how things are going, how much time it
takes her to clean and if she knows how to run the lift for cleaning purposes and report back next
month.
Lawn Mowing: Gary Link will not be mowing next year. Ryan Travis might be
recommended. Mike Murphy called Denise’s aunt to get a quote from her but has not heard back.
The Farrar church pays $xxxx for lawn care per year, the cemetery pays $xxx. Mary Craig and
Harold Long are contact persons for the cemetery association if you have any recommendations
for mowing.
Lift Contract: Mike got a bill from the lift company for $xxx for the annual inspection and to
change the wiring so we don’t have to use keys. We were under the impression that they would
take the keys out at no charge, when they performed the annual inspection. Mike contacted them
and they countered with an offer to remove the charge as long as we sign a maintenance contract
for $xxx per year. A motion was made and seconded to pay the bill, but after further discussion it
was decided to have time to further review the contract before signing.
Local Mission Giving: Mary moved that we donate $xxx to Adult and Teen Challenge, of the
Midlands. Harold seconded, and the motion carried.
Mike moved to adjourn, Mary seconded and the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Thank
you to Mike for the cookies.
Respectfully submitted,
Norman McCoy

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — FEBRUARY 2017

The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., February 15th at 6:00 pm with Rodney
Altes, Luanne Heffelfinger, Bill Berriman, Chubb Borts, Kent McKee, Carol Kimberley, Bob & Marilyn
Matthews, Jolene Brady, and Chairman Bob Leonard present. Pastor Duane was absent, recovering
from his recent heart procedure.
Bob Leonard opened with a prayer. Carol moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was
printed in the newsletter. Motion was seconded by Bill and passed.
Treasurer Luanne was unable to present a printed financial report for approval due to a technical
malfunction with her computer.
Chairman Bob reported that he & Rodney completed the Bi-annual Report and it has been
submitted.
Discussion was held regarding the photocopier. It is on a yearly contract. A training session will be
very beneficial to anyone wishing to use the machine. Jolene will send out a message to both
congregations to set up a meeting time that might work well for everyone involved.
Marilyn shared that she has submitted the Rainbow Covenant Report and that we gave over
$xx,xxx in missions this year, which is a great accomplishment. Our top four areas of service and
donations included our Uganda Sister Church & School, Colfax-Mingo Food Pantry, Adopt-A-Family
and the Uganda Mission Trip. We also gave to an Iowa minister in Argentina, which helped us
achieve our Red Mile status.
Jolene reminded everyone that Ash Wednesday services will be held on March 1st at 7pm at
Farrar. She also noted that Youth Sunday will be Sunday, May 7th and will end with a picnic and
everyone in the church is invited to attend. More details will be coming soon about the location
and food.
Questions were raised about the recent "New Pastor Survey." Kent explained that the
questionnaire was suggested by the District Superintendent and noted that Farrar is also
completing surveys. The answers will help the committee to determine what individuals are
looking for in their church life and what our next steps will be in the pastor-finding process.
Carol moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $xxx be given to the
Colfax-Mingo Food Pantry. Motion was seconded by Bill and passed. Bill moved that the meeting
be adjourned, seconded by Bob M. All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in
closing.
Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

The theme of our mission is from 1 John 3:17-18,
“Love Out Loud”. Through our actions as a team—
building the wooden crosses, cleaning up at the ball
games, or attending the planning meetings, our focus
will always be, “Love Out Loud”.
Building the Cross
There’s still time to get your order for one of the
beautiful, white, wooden crosses. $20. The youth of the
mission team will be building crosses at the Heydon’s shop—Sunday, March 19th—build
and paint the crosses. The purpose for building these crosses is to give the youth the
opportunity to learn about some of the tools we will be using while we are in Kentucky.
If you are interested in purchasing one of these crosses please contact Jacob Nielsen at
515-205-1980, or any of the mission team members.
At both churches, one of the white, wooden crosses is being displayed near the alter, with
an attaching flame. The red on the flame indicates where we’re at with our fundraising goal
for the mission.
FUNDRAISING—I-Cubs game clean ups
Once again, we will be cleaning up after I-Cubs games to raise money, to cover the
costs involved with our mission work. All mission team members are expected to help at as
many of the games as possible. However, there will be some times that we need to pull in
additional volunteers to get the job done. 20 volunteers has proved to be the ideal
number of individuals to get the job done in a respectable amount of time.
If you are able and willing help us at one or more of the
Clean up games, please let one of our mission team members
DATE
1st Pitch
begins
know. Below is a list of the games we are scheduled to
April 28—29 7 pm
9 pm
clean up after. We will meet about two hours after the first
pitch, and depending on the size of the crowd, clean for
May 6
7 pm
9 pm
about 2 1/2 hours.
May 7
1 pm
3 pm
Looking to the future—You may be thinking to
May 19—20 7 pm
9 pm
yourself, what an aggressive clean up schedule this is.
The reason for the fifteen games, is because the I-Cubs
May 26
7 pm
9 pm
organization offered to pay an additional $1,000 to us, in
June 2—3
7 pm
9 pm
exchange for our commitment of all fifteen. The money
July 21—22 7 pm
9 pm
raised, after the June 2-3 games, will be saved for future
missions.
August 4—5 7 pm
9 pm
@Farrar—When you have a quick moment, check out
August 18
7 pm
9 pm
the bulletin board displayed on the wall in the fellowship
August 25
7 pm
9 pm
hall. We have posted serval updates from our team, and
also the Red Bird Work Camp. You will also find photos and helpful information about the
type of activities our team will experience while at the work camp.

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by
contacting either Pastor Skidmore, Mary Murphy (Farrar)
or Jolene Brady (Mingo). At that point, Jolene will send
out the prayer request on email and text. Mary will make
the traditional phone calls. Both church’s have options on
their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer
requests.

When a prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will ask the
recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or two for an update
on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year. Members will be
contacted when the time is closer. If you'd like to join this special ministry team or
would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady.
Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@msn.com
515-967-0501

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
Jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns for March

Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

The family of Marilyn Leonard
The family of Carroll Shissler
The Fick family after the loss of Denise's grandmother
The family of Don Karns
The Kimberley family after the loss of Carol's mother, Emma
The family of Janet Matthews
The family of Karie White
The family of Mischel Johnson
The family of Sharon Deaton
The family of Judy Floss
The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady
Pastor Duane
Marilyn Richards (Janet Beem's mother)
Kevin & Jan Borts
Sami Craig
Roger LeBel
Bonnie Means
Bob Moreland
Sonny Deaton
Inez Sessker (Peggy Vespestad's mother)
Jim Mumford
Michele Johnston (Bob Moreland's friend)

At our February meeting, we celebrated the beginning of Random Acts Of Kindness
Week. We discussed many ways we could make someone's day by some very
simple gestures. We then went out and did some! People around Mingo and Colfax
were quite surprised by us. We taped money to pop machines, by sweet treats at
Kum and Go and Shugar's, taped money to machines at the laundry mat, handed
out flowers and Little Debbie's to random, shocked people in the community. It was
fun to see their reactions.....some were scared, but most had big smiles and thank
you’s. It was a great experience. Faith and Family Day with the Iowa Energy is
Sunday, March 5th featuring a Christian concert by Zach Williams following the
game. If any of our youth are interested, let us know. We plan on doing this!
Any questions please contact Kent & Dawn at
kedamckee@netscape.com or call (515) 681-5711.

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Flat Jesus—Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with you on your daily
adventures! You can share your pictures with us by texting them to Jolene at
515-508-9009 or emailing communications@mingoumc.org. If anyone needs
laminating paper, please bring your Flat Jesus to church and we can laminate
him for you. PLEASE CUT OUT your Flat Jesus so he looks like a figure -- that
makes for better pictures! Check out the "Flat Jesus Adventures" tab on our
church website! www.mingoumc.org
Mark Your Calendar: Come wave the palms with us on Sunday, Apr. 9th for
Palm Sunday. Join us on Easter Sunday, Apr. 16th for our Sunday school Easter
Egg Hunt at the end of Sunday school time. All children are welcome!
Also coming up, we will have Youth Sunday will be Sunday, May 7th, followed
with a year-end celebration and picnic. The whole congregation is invited to
attend. Location and food details will be coming soon.

Confirmation classes have been underway since early January.
We have four students from Mingo and eight from Farrar, for a
total of twelve who upon completion of the classes will be
accepted into membership on Sunday, May 14th. Each student
was assigned a mentor(s) to help guide them through the
confirmation process. Together they have been learning about
the history of the early church, the history of Methodism, and also
the history of the Mingo and Farrar Churches. Mentors have been very helpful in the
process, sharing their insights, experiences and stories with the students. The students
have shared their views on what John and Charles Wesley’s "Holy Club" might look like in
today's world and also the changes they would like to see in our local Church, plus various
other insights. In the weeks to come they will be learning in detail about our beliefs, our
theology and our life together as a church. If scheduling permits, we will also be going to a
Catholic Church and Jewish Synagogue. Please keep the students, mentors and pastor in
your prayers. Prayers also that God will touch the hearts of all those involved.
- Pastor Duane & Sheryll Skidmore

Local Christian Concerts
For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts
coming to central Iowa, check out this website:
http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/

Thank you for praying—Brent and I appreciate the kindness many
of you extended to our family, regarding the loss of my grandmother.
The cards were very comforting, as well as the text messages,
emails, and hugs we received. We are so thankful, and consider
ourselves blessed, to have such a caring church family.
- Brent, Denise, Alyssa, & Keira Fick

SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—Farrar & Mingo UMC would like
to invite anyone interested in helping with VBS. For Farrar, contact Jenny
Heydon, for Mingo, email info@mingoumc.org
Also, if you are interested in providing support this
summer, during worship services, when young children
are in attendance, please contact one of the youth
leaders or S.S. teachers. Activities and lesson plan
options will be provided.

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have
asked us to help them. They sent us necklaces, wrap
bracelets and earrings they have handmade. There is
a beautiful range of colors and styles.

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings
are $5. This helps the women become more
self-sufficient and earn a living. We will have these
available for a few months, so think about the upcoming holidays with family & friends, your child’s

teacher, birthday, and more! Contact Jeri or Jolene at Mingo if you are interested.

CWS PROJECT SUPPORTED BY THE IOWA THANKSGIVING INGATHERING
Another project of the Iowa Thanksgiving Ingathering is CWS Blankets and Tools.
Contributions to Blankets and Tools means Church World Service will be ready to help
families around the world recover from disasters and build viable, sustainable live and
communities.
Under a big blue tent, more than 100 children, ages 6 to 14, are seated in small groups paying
close attention to their teachers. Surrounded by ruined buildings, these Haitian children,
who lost their homes and family members during the earthquake, are continuing their
education with the help of the CWS-supported House of Hope program. The tent also serves
as a dormitory for the children and their families. CWS Blankets have brought welcome
warmth during the cool evenings.
Contributions to Blankets and Tools means Church World Service will be in Haiti for the long
haul, as families continue to recover from the tragedy. And we will be ready to help families
in other parts of the world (including the United States) to recover from disasters and rebuild
their lives.
Blankets and Tools…
$25 can provide five warm blankets for a family left homeless by an earthquake or other
disaster.
$100 can provide female health workers with three life-giving birthing kits.
$200 can provide a village with ten bio-sand filters to significantly eliminate impurities in the
local water supply.
$250 can provide a sewing machine.
$1,000 can equip a village well with a pump and provide hygiene training for the community.
CWS Kits/CWS Blankets 2016 IMPACT REPORT
In 2016 your contributions enabled CWS to ensure that newly arrived refugees, those
affected by flooding or fires, homeless shelter guests and migrant workers had much-needed
supplies. Your support made an impact in the lives of those recovering from disasters or
facing poverty or displacement around the world. Thank you.
HONDURAS
SERBIA
SYRIA
8,750 hygiene kit
15,000 school kits
15,000 school kits
50 blankets
30,000 hygiene kits
30,000 hygiene kits
NICARAGUA
SIERRA LEONE
ANGOLA
2,955 school kits
6,000 school kits
7,200 school kits
599 hygiene kits
18,000 hygiene kits
10,740 hygiene kits
43 baby kits
750 baby kits
UNITED STATES
39,884 hygiene kits
3,064 blankets
31,575 school kits
2,495 baby care kits
15,554 cleanup buckets

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
MARCH

To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding
anniversary this month!

2

Joshua Stock

6

Claudette Taylor, Lydia Bennett, Kade & Kyle Pitzen

7

Carol Nielsen

9

Emily Fuller-Martin, Mike Byers, and Carol Kimberley

11

Marcia Nielsen

12

Grace Heydon

13

Neal Stewart, Pastor Bob Gamble

15

John Moss, Warren Nielsen

21

William McGinnis

23

Nancy Van Peursem

24

Natalie Janes Logsdon, Robert Matthews, Thomas Davenport

31

Audrey Cory, Harold Long

Please help us fill the boxes at each
church, with non-perishable food items
–through June, we will be collecting
items to take with us to the families at
the Red Bird Mission. Thank you
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:
 Sun., Apr. 9 Palm Sunday





Thur., Apr. 13 Maundy Thursday
service @ Mingo, 7 pm
Fri., Apr. 14 Good Friday service
@Farrar, 7 pm
Sun., Apr. 16 Easter Sunday
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Day
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30
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Confirmation
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Farrar Soup
Supper 5-7 pm
Spring begins
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29
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10 am
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WED
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Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?

http://iaumc.org


Social media outlets



Upcoming events



Features



Faith communities



Conference news



Leadership



National news



Resources

CONTACT US

Farrar United Methodist
11180 NE 134th Avenue
Maxwell, Iowa 50161
515.387.8783
Email: farrarumc@gmail.com
Website: http://farrarumc.org
WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am
Mingo United Methodist
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
641.363.4229
Email: info@mingoumc.org
Website: http://mingoumc.org
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am
Adult SS @ 9:45 am
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am

Pastor Duane Skidmore
Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites.

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches
Rev. Duane Skidmore
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

