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How Great Is Our God
For over a month now, this title song has been our opening song of praise.
You may observe that the song’s title both is a statement as well as a question:
How great our God is. And, how great is our God? Either way, the title alone is
quite profound because it puts us in awe of the creator of the universe—heaven
and earth—everything above, in between, and beneath! Indeed, how great is
our God!!
He and He alone is God—there is no other god beside Him. He is Alpha and
Omega—the beginning and the end. When there was nothing, He always was. That means He
has no beginning and He has no end. Whatever beginnings and whatever ends there may be as
we reckon beginnings and ends, He knows the full spectrum—He knows the end from the
beginning! In case you are wondering, yes, that is a good place to shout hallelujah!!! Hallelujah
means praise be to God.
How great is our God? Our God is great! He is omnipotent—super powerful (all powerful).
He can do anything. There is nothing, absolutely nothing too hard or difficult for Him to do.
Whatever may lie beyond our capability is all too easy for our true and living God. You have
heard it said: Our impossibilities are just His opportunities!
Not only is our God omnipotent, He is omniscient (all knowing). He knows everything. He
sees and hears everything. He knows our every thought before we think them. There is
nothing that He does not know. God in fact is the source of all knowledge. Jesus’ brother
James, who became the bishop of Jerusalem, says in his general letter to Christians that if we
want wisdom all we have to do is ask God. And you know what? He says God will lavish us with
wisdom without any reproof or rebuke.
Not only is God omnipotent and omniscient, He is omnipresent—He is everywhere all the
time, 24/7. There is no place anyone or anything can go where God is not. Climb the highest
tree or climb the highest mountain and God is there. He is present in the deepest ocean and
present in the deepest cave or deepest mine. God is above you. He is behind you. He is
beneath you. God is in front of you. You and everything that exists are totally and completely
ensconced in God!! I’ll say it for you—Hallelujah!!!
God is our all in all. He is the great I AM. He is El Shaddai, the all sufficient one. Whoever
you are and wherever you may be, and whatever you may need, just ask Him—He is right there.
How great is our God? He is Great!

- Pastor Curtis

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JULY 2016
The Farrar Administrative Board Meeting was called to order by Mike Murphy at 7 pm, July 11, 2016.
Pastor Curtis DeVance gave an opening prayer. Those present were Pastor Curtis DeVance, Mike Murphy,
Fred Link, Brent Fick, Edward and Mary Craig, TJ Craig, Cindy Lorius and Harold Long.
Brent read the June secretary’s report in Betty’s absence. Pastor Curtis reported two corrections. He
had summarized his attendance at the Iowa General Conference – not Iowa Annual Conference, he also
states that complaints may be lodged against anyone in violation of church principles set forth in the
United Methodist Book of Discipline, not only Bishop’s. Ed moved to approve as corrected with Fred
seconding, motion passed.
Fred gave the July treasurer’s report with the balance carried forward of $8,172.16, deposits made
totaling $X,XXX.XX, disbursements made of $X,XXX.XX, leaving an ending balance of $XX,XXX. There were
no additions or corrections, Harold moved to approve with Mary seconding, motion passed.
Pastor reported on continued needs of prayer for the North Central Jurisdictional Conference
happening in Peoria, IL. Nine bishops are to be elected. Prayers are needed for the sake of the United
Methodist Church. Pastor also reported he is pleased to be seeing activity in laity services with both the
evangelism committee and Stephen’s Ministry initiatives. “God is at work in our churches.”
OLD BUSINESS: Mike has received a bid from Central Asphalt Paving for resealing the church parking
lot in the amount of $X,XXX.XX for two applications of sealant. He has requested and is waiting for one
additional estimate. Brent reported receiving information from Chris Heydon with estimates for supplies
needed totaling approximately $1,200 for one application – it was assumed a cost of $2,400 for two
applications. Brent felt the labor would be donated and there were a sufficient number of people willing
to help. This was tabled until receipt of the additional estimate to be received by Mike and then this will
be taken to the Trustees for further action.
Mike has received an estimate from CenturyLink to replace the landline phone in the church for a cost
of $32.50 + tax per month with a $50 installation fee. It was asked if CenturyLink could additionally
provide high speed interest service to the church and what the cost would be. Topic was tabled until Mike
receives additional information.
Many thanks to Brent Fick and Kade Pitzen for raising the Our Iowa signs. Also, thanks to Tom Hay for
replacing one of the signs as well.
Discussion was had on the new system for delivering newsletters following our first month. It appears
to have went well with thanks to Mary Craig for mailing 23 copies. She and Marilyn Matthews will
communicate monthly at the time of printing.
Discussion on rotating the church signs from all directions and weed eating with Brent reporting talking
to Chris Heydon and they will attempt to get this done. Shonda reported by email to Cindy that Cody may
do some of the weed eating in the near future.
Outdoor service was discussed. This was being planned for Sept. along with the startup of Sunday
school and possibility of a new membership service. TJ reported that he spoke with Jacob who said he has
not had the opportunity yet to prepare a letter of invite to our fellow congregants. Pastor Curtis will
contact Jacob to discuss how this process would be handled if interest is received.
(Continued on proceeding page…)

Sunday school possibilities for our teen group were briefly discussed. Fred mentioned it’s also being
considered to have an adult class. TJ is still working on contacting some of the individuals that would be
involved. No further information at this time. Pastor spoke about Children’s church ministry and that we
could consider a rotation to offer this.
Thanks to Harold Long who sprayed the fence line along the property lines for the church and
cemetery, this includes trimming brush as well. He asked that someone else take on this responsibility
next year.
NEW BUSINESS: Ed contacted Link’s Mowing Service about the lawn getting too long between
mowing’s. The agreement is on an “as needed” basis. Weeds are growing fast and may be requiring more
frequent mowing this year. Communication is needed between all parties.
Discussion was brought up about the difficulty of singing some of the Psalter responses. Pastor will
communicate with Norm about if the congregation will speak the more complicated verses or sing it. This
will need to be communicated to the scripture reader and media people as well. Pastor stated that our
churches would benefit from a song leader.
Ed brought to the board’s attention that the parsonage fund continues to have funds building up and
requested feedback by the board on if those funds should be used to complete some handicap
accessibility issues still needed for future tenants and paving the driveway. It was recommended the six
member parsonage committee should meet in the near future to discuss ideas. Pastor also recommended
getting advice from the district on any questions about how these funds may be used.
Mary asked if we should have fellowship time during the summer months. After a brief discussion, she
stated she will continue to provide the snacks and drinks for both July and August.
Discussion was held about non-members of the church holding church offices. This is acceptable with the
exception of any fiduciary roles.
Mary moved to send $XXX to the Builder’s Call for our monthly local mission giving. Fred seconded and
motion passed.
Ed moved to adjourn the meeting and Cindy seconded. Motion passed. We closed in jointly praying
the Lord’s Prayer. Thanks to Mike and Mary Murphy for the delicious cake.
Respectfully submitted in Betty’s absence, Cindy Lorius

FARRAR Rotations
Greeters: Tim & Mary Hay
Scripture Reader
Aug 7 Cindy L.
Aug 14 Jacob N.
Aug 21 Peggy V.
Aug 28 Brent F.
Sept 4 Betty B.

Children’s Time:
Pastor Curtis
Lori C.
TJ/Cindy
Shonda H.
Michelle F.

MINGO Rotations
Scripture Reader
Aug 7 Carol K.
Aug 14 Betty K.
Aug 21 Marilyn M.
Aug 28 Lowell H.
Sept 4 Carol K.

Greeters
Lori & Bob P.
Teresa & Bill B.
Pat L. & Betty K.
Lowell & Diana H.
Jeri H.

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JULY 2016
The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., July 20th at 6:00 pm with Bob Leonard, Carol
Kimberley, Chubb Borts, Rodney Altes, John Weston, Bill Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Luanne Heffelfinger,
Lowell Halfhill, Marilyn Matthews and Pastor Curtis present.
The meeting was led by Chairperson Bob Leonard and began with a prayer by Pastor Curtis. John moved to
accept last month's secretarial report as was printed in the newsletter. Motion was seconded by Bill and
passed.
Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval. Expenses were $XX,XXX.XX (which includes the
parking lot improvement project), minus an outstanding amount due from Farrar for June of $121.83, making a
total balance of $X,XXX.XX on June 30th. Luanne's request for approval of report was seconded by
Marilyn. Approval given.
With the postponement of VBS, Janice G. decided to donate the VBS food items to raise funds for the Red
Bird Mission project. All of the paper products and non-perishable items have been saved for next year.
Jolene read a thank you from Saralee Sickles, expressing her gratitude for the financial help given to her and Jeri
Ann for their Uganda trip. Luanne gave a short report on Jeri Ann & Saralee's travels and explained that they are
putting together photographs and information from their trip to create a PowerPoint presentation to share with
the church soon. Marilyn inquired about Florence & Perezi's need for more funds to cover their internet
usage. Jolene will visit with Jeri Ann to see if she has any information regarding this or if there might be other
items of great need.
NEW BUSINESS: Luanne showed the flyer she created to advertise the Ice Cream Social. She will mail out
the copies on the bulk mail permit. She also noted that a list of job duties relating to each committee within the
church might be helpful. Discussion revealed that there are general job descriptions listed within some
Methodist conference information. More discussion will be held on this at a later time.
Rodney reported that the bell project is underway and moving along. A clear-coat product was found to
clean and seal the bell, to help eliminate the oil stain. The base of the bell will feature a plaque on the front,
recording the history of the church and the west side will list the history of the bell. MPI (the Perry brothers)
will complete these plaques. A new hub, yoke, wheel and stand will be powder-coated in Des Moines.
Carol K. announced that she will be leading a new Bible Study this fall, called "Bad Girls of the Bible" and the
sessions will run approx. 10 weeks. She is working out details, so more information will be coming soon.
Pastor Curtis made a motion to have the Board of Trustees and Finance Committee look into making credit
card transactions available for tithes and offerings. They will gather information from other area churches and
sources. Once all information has been explored (including a feasibility study), a report will be given to the
Board. Bill seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor Curtis also informed us that the church will be getting a new digital hymnal. This will not be ready for
4-5 years. Pastor also announced that Cokesbury has added an e-calendar and calendar app for smart
phones. Jolene shared that Sunday, August 7th after the Mingo church service, a Red Bird Mission meal will be
held at Farrar for youth and families. This will be more of a "thank you" and relaxing / fun type of event.
Chubb expressed her thanks for the retirement reception honoring her many years of service as Board
Recording Secretary. Marilyn noted that the church has received the 3rd Mile certificate for the Rainbow
Covenant.
Luanne moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Hope
Ministries. Motion was seconded by Carol K. Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by John. All
joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.
Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

"Bad Girls of the Bible" Study
to Begin September 7th
Liz Curtis Higgs, award-winning speaker and author, states on
the back of her book, Bad Girls of the Bible And What We Can
Learn From Them, “For ten years I studied bunches of biblical
role models and finally realized what we had in common. Zip. Sarah was so faithful. Esther was so courageous. Mary was so innocent. I was so none-of-theabove. Then I happened upon Jezebel, and something inside
me clicked.”
You do not need to “click” with Jezebel (we know what SHE
did!) to attend this entertaining women’s study based on Liz
Higgs’ retelling modern stories about women of the Bible who
fell short. But aren’t you just a little curious as to who these
bad girls are? And were they bad forever? What can we learn
from them?
This 10-week Bible study will begin Wednesday, September 7, at the Mingo UMC at
7:30 p.m. Although this Bible study is open to the Mingo-Farrar Church family, friends and
community, pre-registration is required. Please contact Carol Kimberley at
c.kimberley778@gmail.com by August 21st if interested in attending. Copies of Higgs’
book will be available. Let’s learn together!

How to Receive Our Church Newsletter:
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at

http://farrarumc.org or http://mingoumc.org
Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when
you come to church.
However, if you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter
electronically, and want to continue to receive a printed copy in your home
mailbox, and have not already contacted us, please send your name and address
to: UMC Newsletter Communications, 8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA 50135 or
email us at: info@mingoumc.org
Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition!

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by contacting
either Pastor Curtis, Mary Murphy (Farrar) or Jolene Brady
(Mingo). At that point, Jolene will send out the prayer request on
email and text. Mary will make the traditional phone calls. Both church’s
have options on their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer
requests.
When a prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will
ask the recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a
week or two for an update on their condition, or outcome of the
situation, etc.
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year, with our next meeting to come sometime
in October. Members will be contacted when the time is closer.
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy
or Jolene Brady.

Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@msn.com
515-967-0501

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
Jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns for August

Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers:
The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady
Kevin & Jan Borts
Rodney & Janet Altes
Betty Atwood
Ron, nephew of Carroll Shissler
Judy Floss
Mischel Johnson

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal
church have asked us to help
them. They sent us necklaces, wrap
bracelets and earrings they have
handmade. There is a beautiful range
of colors and styles.
Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10
and earrings are $5. This helps the
women become more self-sufficient
and earn a living. We will have these
available for a few months, so be thinking about the upcoming holidays or other
special occasions.

Contact Jeri or Jolene at Mingo if you are interested.

RUSH YF will be kicking off the new year soon. Keep your
eyes open for more info to come soon. Enjoy your last days of
summer vacation! Dawn & Kent McKee 641-363-3299
or kedamckee@netscape.com

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL—We are looking forward to a Back-to-School
Kickoff party in September. Keep your eyes open for more information to
come soon. Thanks and have a happy, safe summer!

Evangelism Committee Meeting:
Wednesday, Aug. 10th
6:00 pm at the Farrar UMC

If you are interested in attending this meeting
joining this group, or need more info, please
contact: Cindy Lorius (Farrar) or Janet Beem
(Mingo).

PENNY PROJECT—Pennies help pay postage for the
INGATHERING KITS (see list on proceeding page).
Last year we collected 592 pennies—Can we do better

this year?? We’re asking for your help. Please deliver your
pennies to either of the church’s.
Also for the INGATHERING KITS—Watch for the upcoming sales on school supplies.
Review the list provided in this newsletter. We can only take the school items listed.
We THANK YOU for your consideration, and for helping us in past years, to provide
items for our UMCOR kits.
Questions: Contact Mary Craig (Farrar UMC) or Marilyn Matthews (Mingo UMC).

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
AUGUST

To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary
this month!

2

Andrew & Lori Cory Anniv.

4

Carroll Rumbaugh, Amy Kay Stock

9

Dawn McKee

10

Larry Taylor

11

Kent McKee

12

Don & Betty Karns Anniv., Pastor Eldon Nolte, Steve Adams

13

Nate Cobb, Marvin Murphy, Nate Cobb, Rod Sparks

14

Clara Sparks

15

Brent Fick

16

Becky Fuller, Chesney Steenhoek, Mike & Jolene Brady Anniv.

17

Feddie & Carolyn Link Anniv.

20

Dave Norton, Donna Shissler, Phyllis Beard

21

Bob Pease, Jan LaBel

22

Kirk & Jill Vespestad Anniv.

23

Tom & Shonda Hay Anniv., Travis Pollock Hanson

24

Benjamin Kimberley, Julie Warner

25

Elliot Combites, Chad & Aaryn (Nielsen) Bennett Anniv.

26

John & Jennifer (Byers) Moss Anniv.

28

Mildred “Chubb” Borts

30

Edith Patrick, Ethan Brady

31

Craig & Shirley Whitaker Anniv.

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast—
Farrar 7 am

7

8

Communion

Farrar
Board Mtg.
@ 7 pm

Red Bird
Mission
luncheon
@Farrar
12 noon

14

15

9

10

11

12

13

18

19

20

Evangelism
Committee
Meeting @
Farrar 6 pm

16

17
Mingo UMW
10 am

Newsletter
items DUE to
Denise Fick

Mingo Board
meeting @
6 pm

21

22

23

24

29

30

31

25

26

27

Food pantry
collections
&
Farrar
Fellowship

28

You can view this newsletter at
either of the church’s websites:
http://farrarumc.org
OR

http://mingoumc.org

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?

http://iaumc.org
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CONTACT US

Farrar United Methodist
11180 NE 134th Avenue
Maxwell, Iowa 50161
515.387.8783
Email: farrarumc@gmail.com
Website: http://farrarumc.org
WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am
Mingo United Methodist
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
641.363.4229
Email: info@mingoumc.org
Website: http://mingoumc.org
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am
Adult SS @ 9:45 am
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am

Rev. Curtis DeVance
Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites.

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches
Rev. Curtis DeVance
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
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