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Adversity
A daughter told her mother about how things were becoming so hard for her (or was
it her son?). She said she did not know how she was going to make it and wanted to
give up. She was tired of fighting and struggling. It seemed that just soon as one issue
was solved, a new one cropped up.
Her mother took her to the kitchen, filled three pots with water, and placed each on a
burner and turned them on high. When the pots came to a boil she put carrots in one,
eggs in the second, and coffee beans in the third. She let them boil for a while without
saying a word.
In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She drained the carrots out and put them in a
bowl. She took the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. Then she ladled the coffee out and placed it
in a bowl. Finally, she asked her daughter, what do you see? Carrots, eggs, and coffee, the daughter
said.
Her mother brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots. She did and noted that they were
soft. The mother then asked her to peel open an egg and the daughter saw that the egg was hard
boiled. Then, her mother asked her to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich flavor.
She then asked her mother, what does it mean?
Her mother explained that each of the items had faced the same adversity - boiling water. However,
she pointed out that each had reacted differently. The carrot started out strong, hard, and unbending.
However, the boiling water made it soft and weak. The egg had a thin shell protecting its liquid interior, but the boiling water hardened its insides. The ground coffee beans were unique, however. After
their time in the boiling water, they changed the water. (continued on next page)

Beginning in June! New Options for How to Receive
Our Church Newsletter:

Option 1: View online at either of the church’s websites—
http://farrarumc.org or http://mingoumc.org
Option 2: Printed copies available at both churches—ready for your pick up
Option 3: Continue to receive a printed copy in your home mailbox ( confirm your
current mailing address by sending it to us, using either method below)

These options only pertain to those who have not already contacted us with your preference. Please
send us your OPTION preference, and your full name & address:
MAIL: UMC Newsletter Communications
8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA 50135
OR
EMAIL: info@mingoumc.org

Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition!

Continued from front page… Adversity
Which are you, she asked her daughter. Are you a carrot, an egg, or a coffee bean? When adversity knocks
on your door, how should you respond? Are you the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity
wilts and become soft and weak? Are you like the egg that starts with a soft heart, but changes with the
heat of life issues? Do you have a fluid spirit, but after a death, breakup, financial setback or some other
trial, become hardened and stiff? Does your shell look the same, but on the inside have you let yourself
become bitter and tough with a hardened heart?
Or are you like the coffee bean? Like the bean can you change the hot water of whatever adversity that
comes your way? Can you change the very circumstance that brings the pain?
When the water got hot, it released the bean’s fragrance and flavor. If you are like the bean, when things
are at their worst, you get better and change the situation around you. When the hour is the darkest and
trials are at their greatest, you elevate yourself to another level.
How do you handle adversity? Are you a carrot, an egg, or a coffee bean? May you have enough happiness
to make you sweet, enough trials to make you strong, enough sorrow to keep you human and enough hope
to make you happy. The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of everything; they just make
the most of everything that comes along their way.
The brightest future will always be based on a forgotten past. You can't go forward in life until you let go of
your past failures and heart aches. There’s nothing like the fragrance and flavor of a good cup of coffee.

for your support at
the combined worship & Red Bird
Mission luncheon, held on Sunday, May
1st. We want to especially thank
those that helped prepare the meal and
provide a side dish or dessert for the meal. It was delicious!
The committee has met a couple of times since the luncheon, continuing to make plans
for the group to come together, and work towards our goals. In June, we will be
cleaning up after an I-Cubs game in Des Moines, and then providing concessions at a
4H horse show being held in Colfax. Whether you plan to go on the mission or not,
you’re always welcome to join us. Just let us know!
If you have questions, or are interested in joining us for the events, or mission itself,
please contact Jacob Neilsen at Farrar or Jolene Brady at Mingo.

CONGRATULATIONS!
The Farrar UMC celebrated
the baptism of

Tristan James Eugene Coyle
on Sunday, May 15th

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — MAY 2016
The administrative board met at the church on May 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm with Bob
Leonard, Carol Kimberley, Janice Gregerson, Bill Berriman, Marilyn Matthews, Bob
Matthews, Luanne Heffelfinger and Pastor Curtis DeVance present.
The meeting was led by Chairperson Bob Leonard and began with a prayer by
Pastor Curtis. Janice G. moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was
printed in the newsletter. Motion was seconded by Bob M. and passed.
Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval. Discussion was held
on outstanding checks. Balance carried forward 4/1/16 was: $xxxx.xx. Deposits
for the month of April were: $xxxx.xx, plus a $xx.xx donation for Jeri Heffelfinger to
Uganda, making the total amounting to $xxxxx.xx. Expenses were $xxxx.xx, minus an
unrecorded check of $xx.xx to the Sunday school and an outstanding amount owed by Farrar for
$xxx.xx, making a total balance of $xxxx.xx on April 30th. Luanne's request for approval of
report was seconded by Janice G. Approval given.
Discussion was held regarding the online version of the church newsletter and the way that
financial figures are listed (they are removed from the online version for protection/privacy
reasons). Some people have expressed their desire to see those figures. Copies of the monthly
treasurer's report will be made available at the church for people who may want to read
those. When the new newsletter delivery plan is fully implemented, each church will pay for their
individual (first-class mailed) newsletters.
Janice G. brought a receipt for reimbursement of $xxx.xx for food that was purchased for the
Mingo UMW to make specific VBS snacks. The Mingo UMW will be donating additional items to
VBS. Discussion was held on which account to use for reimbursement for this particular
receipt. Luanne made a motion for the Mingo church account to cover the cost as a donation to
VBS. Bob M. seconded. Motion carried.
Bill B. reported that the construction crew would be at the church to pour cement on Friday, May
20th, so it should be set and ready for Sunday. Sunday after the service, they will be coming back
to complete grade work on the parking lot. The new cement will extend from the existing pad to
the sidewalk for a length of approx. 16-ft. The parking lot fund will cover these costs, as well as
the amount used to purchase the load of gravel.
Pastor Curtis reminded us that the Annual Conference will be the first week in June. There is no
final report from the Oregon Conference at this time; however, daily summaries are posted on
both the Conference and General websites.
Pastor Curtis noted that due to health concerns, Judy Rumbaugh has asked to be relieved from
the Pastor Parish Relations Committee. Pastor made the motion to nominate Kent McKee to fill
her position. Bill B. seconded. Motion approved.
Jolene B. shared that Mary Murphy and the Prayer Chain ministry (as well as the Farrar
administrative board) has decided that church prayer concerns will now be listed in the church
newsletter (unless someone has specifically requested privacy). Prayer concerns will be listed by
names only. She also reported that Janet Beem has been working on several church welcome
materials and the Evangelism Team will be working on putting together bags, folders, and extra
materials. Luanne H. mentioned that there are several church trivets and magnets that can be
used. A pew card is also being considered. Carol K. provided an address of a new family to the
community. Both Carol & Luanne offered their help to Janet as needed with the Evangelism
committee.
Luanne and Marilyn discussed the Mission giving and will ask Chubb Borts for her yearly
list. Special offerings were discussed and it was agreed upon to keep our mission donation
at $15 per mission. Luanne and Pastor Curtis will work together on any special collections that
may be taken up in the future (such as "One Great Hour of Sharing," etc.).
Jolene B. reported on the desire for the church to purchase their own popcorn maker and popcorn,
similar to the wagon popper that was used at the Mingo movie night (the table-top version, without
(continued on next page)

MINGO UMC Board Meeting Minutes continued...
the wheel base). This popcorn machine could be used and shared between the Sunday school,
Youth Fellowship groups, and the church in general (movie nights, etc.). Jeri Heffelfinger (in
absentia) provided online purchasing information. Marilyn made the motion that the popcorn
maker and popcorn be purchased using the Mingo church account. Carol K. seconded. Motion
passed. Carol K. will purchase the items with Amazon Prime.
Jolene also reminded others that VBS week is coming up; therefore, the next board meeting will
be a whole week earlier (prior to VBS). The next meeting will be Wed., June 8th at 6:00 pm,
rather than 7:00 pm. We will try out this new earlier meeting time on a trial basis to see if 6:00
pm works better for all members.
Lowell Halfhill (in absentia) shared information regarding the levels of administrative and office
management duties that have consistently increased for both churches, above and beyond an
average volunteer position. Lowell H. submitted a motion to establish an Administrative
Assistant position for the Mingo church, with Jolene Brady fulfilling that position, to help
organize and streamline day to day work, as well as increased technical duties. Janice G.
seconded. Motion passed. Position to begin effective June 1, 2016. Carol K. made the motion
to approve the rate of $350.00 per month (Mingo portion). Janice G. seconded. Motion
approved. The job description was discussed at length, as well as the possibility of sharing the
position with Farrar. Compensation by Farrar above the $xxx.xx would be commensurate with
the value the administrative assistant would create for the Farrar Church, should they choose to
utilize this opportunity. Pastor Curtis will discuss the various possibilities with Farrar and receive
feedback.
Carol K. moved that the Church Treasurer cash salary be increased to $xxx.xx per month. The
motion was seconded by Bob M. and passed.
Bob M. made the motion to give $xxx.xx donation each to Jeri Heffelfinger and Saralee Sickles,
to help pay towards the additional costs of their trip to Uganda as missionaries representing our
church. Marilyn M. seconded. Motion approved.
Bill B. moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $xxx.xx be given to the
Salvation Army. Motion was seconded by Janice G. and passed. Janice moved that the
meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bob M. All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer"
together in closing.
Jolene Brady,
Acting Board Secretary
Dear Mingo Church Congregation,
Thank you everyone of the church congregation for helping
me be able to go to camp again this year! I don't know what
I would do without all of you!
Love,

Lil McKee
Thank you for helping me go to camp again this year. I hope to have lots of
fun times and learn things. Thank you for helping me!
Love,

Austin Brady

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — MAY 2016
The May 9, 2016 meeting of the Farrar United Methodist Church Board was called to order by
Mike Murphy at 7:00 PM. Present: Pastor Curtis De Vance, Mike Murphy, Fred Link, Betty
Byers, Ed Craig, Karen Carney, and Denise Fick. Pastor Curtis gave an opening prayer. Betty
read the minutes from the April meeting. Fred moved to approve the minutes as read and
Karen seconded. Motion carried. Fred gave the April treasurer’s report as follows: Balance
Carried Forward 04/01/16: $xx,xxx.xx, Deposits: $x,xxx.xx, Total Bal. + Deposits: $xx,xxx.xx,
Disbursements: $xx,xxx.xx, Balance on Hand May 01, 2016: $x,xxx.xx. Fred reported that $xx,xxx was
put back in to a CD at Veridian Credit Union. Betty is the second signer on the CD. Ed moved to
approve the report with Denise seconding. Motion Carried.
Pastor Curtis reported that upcoming church activities could be found in the newsletter and bulletin.
There will be a baptism May 15, 2016.
Thanks to Mary for rehanging the picture of Jesus above the altar. We are still gathering cards to
show people’s preferences on how to receive the newsletter. The mass mailing permit will be given
up since we will not be mailing at least 200 copies each month. If we do not get a card from you we will
assume that you do not wish to continue receiving the monthly newsletter and will not mail you one.
We need a current E-mail address or phone number for a text if you want a reminder when the
current newsletter is available. Those people on the Prayer Chain will be listed in the newsletter
without any personal detail added.
There will be no fellowship after church May 15th. The Bible School Kick Off Brunch will be May 22nd.
May 15th is Pentecost Sunday, so everyone is encouraged to wear red that Sunday.
Pray for the UM Church leadership who will participate in the United Methodist Conference in Oregon
starting May 10th. Demonstrations by LGBT supporters have been planned.
Betty moved and Denise seconded to send the local mission giving to Polk County Jail Ministry for the
month of May. Motion carried. Pastor Curtis will be at Iowa Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church June 5th. He will have someone lined up to take his place that Sunday.
Ed moved and Karen seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. We closed by praying the
Lord’s Prayer. Thanks to Mike for bringing birthday cake for Mary and sharing it.
Betty Byers, Secretary

Farrar United Methodist Church: Sunday School
Thank you to all who joined us Sunday, May 22nd for the kids’ final day of S.S. this season.
They enjoyed making breakfast for everyone, receiving their UMC pins, and
helping to get registrations & t-shirt orders for VBS! They truly appreciate
your continued support, and look forward to kicking off another year, this
September!

Farrar United Methodist Women: The Mother-Daughter salad luncheon was
held Wednesday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m. in the Farrar Church basement. There
was close to 50 in attendance.
President, Betty Byers had our members introduce themselves and who they
had brought as guests before we ate.
Following the meal, Marilyn Heydon read a poem. Betty gave out several
geranium plants as door prizes. Everyone got to take home a petunia plant
that were used as table decorations. The program for the evening was Julie
Moss of Elkhart who entertained us with her musical and singing talent.
A short business meeting was held following church services on Sunday, May 8. Discussion on
changing the date of our monthly meetings. Betty Byers moved, seconded by Marie Woodruff, to
change our meeting date to the third Tuesday of the month. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.
NOTE: Next UMW meeting—June 21st. Then, no meetings again until September 20th.

Mingo United Methodist Women
The Mingo United Methodist Women Satellite Circle met at the church on May 11 with Emma Weston
as hostess. President Janice opened the meeting at 10:00am with the reading of “Our Purpose”.
Emma made up our programs for the year and distributed to each member. We discussed our duties
for the year. Treasurer Edith P. gave her report and Secretary Clara S. read the minutes of the last
meeting. All was approved. Janice G. and Donna B. have been working on Vacation Bible School
lunches. All members will help them. Sounds like an exciting menu for each night.
Mildred B. gave the lesson which was very interesting. Emma served a delicious lunch to Janice,
Clara, Ione, Donna, Mildred, Edith and Inge. Our next meeting will be June 8th at 10:00 am. Come
and join us!
Clara Sparks, Recording Secretary

For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts coming to central
Iowa, check out this website:
http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/

FARRAR Rotations
Greeters: Betty Byers
Scripture Reader
Children’s Time:
June 5 Betty B.
Amy L.
June 12 Fred L.
Dani S.
June 19 Carolyn L. Cindy L.
June 26 Kolt P.
Pastor C.

MINGO Rotations
Scripture Reader
Greeters
June 5 Betty K.
Mike B. & Betty K.
June 12 Jolene B. Marie M. & Mildred B.
June 19 Lowell H. Theresa & Bill B.
June 26 Kent M.
Judy & Caroll R.

The Farrar & Mingo Prayer Chain met at 12-noon on Sunday, April
24th. We corrected & approved our member contacts list and also
explained the new prayer system. Prayer requests may be initiated by
contacting either Pastor Curtis, Mary Murphy (Farrar) or Jolene Brady
(Mingo). At that point, Jolene will send out the prayer request on email
and text. Mary will make the traditional phone calls. We also have a
new Prayer Request tab on the Mingo website, available to the general
public to leave any prayer requests that they might have (similar to area
Christian radio stations that offer a "Prayer Works" page). Recipients
may remain anonymous or fill out contact information if they wish. This will be used as an additional tool
and our Prayer Chain members are asked to periodically check the website to read through any requests
that might be posted there. Our local church & community prayer requests will not be posted on the
website (those will be separate) -- the website tab will only be used as an extra tool to pray for others who
leave public requests on the site. If a prayer request is posted that we deem necessary to send through
our prayer chain, we will send it through to our team. Mike purchased the prayer software plug-in, so he
will visit with Denise about getting a tab on the Farrar website, as well.
Many members felt a need to follow-up with folks after a prayer request has been made. So when a
prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will ask the recipients if it might be ok for us to
contact them again in a week or two for an update on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.
Theresa Berriman has volunteered to send greeting cards or notes to the prayer recipients, to let them
know that our Prayer Chain ministry team has been praying for them. Mary or Jolene will make certain
she receives the contact info for those instances.
The group also discussed ways that we hope to share special prayer-related articles or info. We also
discussed several upcoming special prayer requests including National Day of Prayer on May 5th. Mary
& Jolene will be creating a monthly prayer calendar, so we can focus our prayers upon certain topics or
people during certain months. May will focus on the armed forces / military / veterans. June is still being
decided. July will focus on missionaries since Jeri & Saralee will be traveling to Uganda that month. We
will also prepare special prayer vigils as needed for any extra-special requests or emergencies that may
arise.
We will plan on having a Prayer Chain meeting about twice per year, with our next meeting to come
sometime in October. Members will be contacted when the time is closer. Thank you to everyone who
gathered for our first meeting of 2016!
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy
or Jolene Brady.
Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@msn.com
515-967-0501

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
Jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns - April / May

Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers:
Carroll & Donna Shissler
The family of Landon Friedrickson
Bob Beard (Diana Halfhill's father)
Barbara Leonard
Sharon Sickles (Saralee Sickle's mother)
Judy Floss
Keith Mansfield
Pastor Perezi Were
The family of Wes Longnecker
Trenton Brady
The family of Marilyn Doty
Sharil Hale-Fetters

Our Youth did such a great job with Youth Sunday. We are so VERY proud of
them! A BIG thank you to Tawnya Vry for helping us again this year. A special
thank you to Jolene Brady for printing our bulletins this year, and thank you to
all the Sunday School children for providing the music. We hope to find a time
to meet in June and have a cook out at the McKee's. Have a great summer
everyone! Dawn & Kent McKee 641-363-3299 or kedamckee@netscape.com

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL—Our Sunday school schedule has wrapped up and will take a
short break over the summer months, but we are looking forward to a Back-to-School
Kickoff party in September. Keep your eyes open for more information to come
soon. Thanks and have a happy, safe summer!

Still available! The women of Mingo’s Uganda
pen-pal church have asked us to help
them. They sent us necklaces, wrap bracelets
and earrings they have handmade. There is
a beautiful range of colors and styles.
Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and
earrings are $5. This helps the women
become more self-sufficient and earn a
living. We will have these available for a few months, so be thinking about the
upcoming holidays—Mother’s Day, Graduations, and birthdays! Contact Jeri or
Jolene at Mingo if you are interested.

JUNE:
Pastor C. will be attending the Annual Conference in Des Moines from June 3rd to June
6th. Pastor Celestyne C. DeVance will serve at both Churches on Sunday, June
5. Since she is a retired Elder, Communion will be celebrated as usual.
Also, June 10th through the 19th, he will be taking some vacation time. During this time,
Sherri Roberts (daughter of Marie Woodruff of Farrar) will preach on both the Sundays of
June12th and 19th.

Less than two weeks from now…. VBS begins
Sunday, June 12th @ 6 pm (held at the Mingo UMC)

MAKE NOTE: The Central District Office will be moving to the former Iowa United
Methodist Foundation office suite at the [Iowa Methodist] Conference Center the
week of May 16th. The office is on the left side of the main lobby.
New address: 2301 Rittenhouse St., Des Moines, IA 50321

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
JUNE

To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!

1

Lori Pease, Joshua & Liz Nielsen Anniversary

2

Karen Link-Dubiel

4

Janet Stewart, Delbert “Sonny” Deaton

5

Ron Janes, Colton Brady

6

Pastor Jill Flyr

7

Chris & Jenny Heydon Anniversary, Mike Murphy

8

Emily Cory, Shirley Whitaker

9

Chris Heydon, Mary Murphy

10

Lori Norton-Cross

11

Emma Weston

12

Lindsey Doty Danley

13

Doris McGinnis

14

Michael Link

15

Freddie Link

16

Lois Nolte, Richard & Mabel Adams Anniversary, Judi Keeling

18

Judy Rumbaugh, Marie Wolgamuth

24

Tawnya Vry

26

Brian Whitaker

27

Chad & Julie Sparks Anniversary, John Moss, Keira Fick

29

Carla Altes

30

Duane Norton, Janean Stewart, Karen Adams

The last Sunday in May, the Farrar UMC took part in a special worship, with
members of the congregation holding a memorial program for all of our veterans.
During the program, each of the veteran’s names were read and TAPS were
played. Thank you to those that helped organize and present the program!

We are truly honored by the service of our veterans—Thank you!
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SUN

MON

TUE



WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

June 5th: Pastor Celestyne C. DeVance will
serve at both churches
 June 12th & 19th: Sherri Roberts will
preach at both churches, in Pastor Curtis
absence

5
Communion
Farrar COC
meeting
@10 am

12

6

7

Farrar board
meeting
@7 pm

13

Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
@7 am

8

9

Mingo UMW
@10 am

Red Bird
Mission
group
@I-Cubs
game

Mingo board
meeting
@6 pm

14
Flag Day

15

16

10

11

17

18
Red Bird
Mission
group
concession
stand
@Colfax

VBS kicks off! June 12th—June 16th @6-8 pm — all are
welcome! We will hold a special program on final
evening, showcasing the children’s work from the week!
19

20

Father’s Day

22

23

Farrar UMW
meeting
@ 7pm

Food pantry
collections
&
Farrar
Fellowship

26

21

27

28

24
Newsletter
items DUE to
Denise

29

30
Jeri &
Saralee
leave for
Uganda

25

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?

http://iaumc.org
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CONTACT US

Farrar United Methodist
11180 NE 134th Avenue
Maxwell, Iowa 50161
515.387.8783
Email: farrarumc@gmail.com
Website: http://farrarumc.org
WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am
Mingo United Methodist
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
641.363.4229
Email: info@mingoumc.org
Website: http://mingoumc.org
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am
Adult SS @ 9:45 am
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am

Rev. Curtis DeVance
Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites.

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches
Rev. Curtis DeVance
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
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