
   

    FARRAR / MINGO METHODIST 

  CHURCH CONNECTION 

 MARCH 2016 

Iowa United Methodist: ▪  www.iaumc.org 

                                                  He Was Silent  

   Holy Week is just about three weeks out.  Holy Week marks Jesus' march to 

death on a despicable cross on a hill called Calvary (Golgotha, the Place of the 

Skull).  There is a song in our United Methodist Hymnal Supplement, Songs of  

Zion, p. 101, entitled He Nevuh Said a Mumbalin’ Word.  I was struck by the title 

of the song because the Scriptures show that, on the contrary, Jesus talked a lot 

during that last week we call Holy Week:  He spoke about His death; He talked to 

His disciples as He washed their feet; He foretold His betrayal and denial; He 

forecast the coming ministry of the Holy Spirit; and, of course, He prayed several 

times.  

If we look at the book of Isaiah, we see a prophecy of one who--like a lamb--in no way would    

resist his destiny.  He would not say a “mumbling” word.  Jesus prayed in the Garden of         

Gethsemene that God the Father would change His destiny—that He would not have to endure the 

horrible death on the Cross that He knew was coming. 

However, praise be to God, He prayed that not what He wanted would be done, but instead, what 

God wanted would be done.  Jesus became Isaiah's lamb going to the slaughter.  He did not say a 

"mumbalin" word.  He neither grumbled nor mumbled against the purpose for which the Father had 

sent Him.  He willingly paid the price of our redemption so that we would not have to pay it.  He 

paid with His life so that we might be reconciled to God—that we might be made right with God, 

that we might be put back in fellowship with Him, that what Adam and Eve had brought upon us 

would be undone. 

For that reason—because He nevuh said a mumbalin word and endured the Cross—Easter always is 

a special time of rejoicing for me.  May you and yours also find it to be a time to rejoice.  Have a 

blessed 

Pastor Curtis  
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MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — FEBRUARY 2016 

 
The Administrative Board met at the church on February 1 at 7:00 p.m. with Bill Berriman, Janice 
Gregerson, Carol Kimberley, Bob Leonard,  Mildred Borts, Bob and Marilyn Matthews, Jolene 
Brady, Rodney Altes, Lowell Halfhill, Luanne Heffelfinger, Tawnya Vry, and Pastor Curtis          
DeVance present. 

The meeting was led by Chairperson Bob Leonard and began with a prayer given by Pastor    
Curtis.  Janice moved to accept last month’s secretarial report.  Motion was seconded by Bill and 
passed. 

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Balance in the account as of January 1 was $xxxx.xx.       
Donations for the month were $xxxx.xx and expenses were $xxxx.xx.  This left a balance of $7,073.95 on January 31.  
Bob Matthews seconded Luanne’s request for approval of the report.  Approval given. 

In regard to last month’s discussion of the need for air conditioning in the kitchen and preschool/nursery room, Bill         
reported that after going over the bids, he and Rodney thought it best to accept the bid from Baxter Comfort Systems 
in Baxter.  The cost will be approximately $xxxx.xx for the Amana unit, installation, etc.  After discussion, Bill moved that 
Baxter Comfort Systems be hired to provide and install the unit.   The motion was seconded by Lowell and passed. 

Pastor Curtis told of upcoming events for the church.  Maundy Thursday services will be at Farrar on March 24 at 7:00 
p.m. and Good Friday Services will be held at Mingo on March 25 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a 24 hour prayer vigil 
starting at midnight on Good Friday and ending at midnight on Saturday.  He encouraged people to help with this so the 
24 hour period will be covered with prayer. 

Pastor Curtis mentioned that it would be wise for our church to change from using Styrofoam products such as plates 
and cups to a different biodegradable product.  Luanne will look for other products to use. 

Bob Matthews moved that our monthly Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be sent to the Colfax-Mingo Post 
Prom Committee.  Motion was seconded by Carol and passed. 

Jolene gave a report on Youth YF and Sunday school activities. Jolene also asked if some of the money from our Mission 
Fund could be used to help Jeri Ann with expenses for her fundraising dinner for her mission trip to Uganda this       
summer.  After discussion, Rodney moved that money be provided to help Jeri Ann with expenses for the dinner.      
Motion was seconded by Marilyn and passed. 

Jolene also reported on how expensive it is for the mission school in Uganda to send e-mails to her and wondered if 
there is a way our church could help with that cost.  Discussion was held but no decision will be made until next 
month’s board meeting. 

Jolene reported on the progress of the church directories.  A copy has been sent to her for editing and she found a few  
errors which will be corrected before the directories are sent. 

Luanne told us that Bidwell Riverside will be sponsoring a breakfast on March 5 from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon for anyone 
wishing to attend.  The cost for meal is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children. 

Tawnya requested permission to move books from the bookshelves in the upper Youth Room to the basement so that 
the shelves could be used by the teachers for their supplies.  Permission was given. 

Bob Matthews moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Janice.  Meeting was adjourned with all praying, “The 
Lord’s Prayer. 

Mildred Borts, Recording Secretary 
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 FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — FEBRUARY 2016 
 
The February 8, 2016 board meeting for the Farrar United Methodist Church was called to order by president Mike 

Murphy.  Those present were Mike Murphy, Harold Long, Karen Carney, Denise and Brent Fick, Ed and Mary Craig,      

TJ Craig, Cindy Lorius, and Norman McCoy. 

 

Secretary's Report: The Secretary's Report was read by Norman McCoy.  There were a few corrections.  Mary moved 

to accept the amended report, Denise seconded, and the motion carried.  Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer's Report 

was distributed and discussed.  Ed moved to accept it, Karen seconded, and the motion carried.   

 

Old Business 

CPR Class:  The CPR class will be held here at the Farrar church.  It will start at 8 am and will last 4 to 5 hours.  

Attendees can pay their $35 registration fee made out to the Farrar church.  Mike Murphy will pay the instructor with 

a single check to the instructor.  Candle Holders:  The Christmas Candle holders and Advent Holders will be reported 

on next month.  Permanent Electronic Storage for Church Records:  Denise checked on the cost to have records 

scanned.  It varies according to what type of material and how much material is to be scanned.  It was decided that at 

the least, birth certificates, marriage records, and baptisms need to be scanned.  She will probably do it personally, 

since the cost is pretty expensive to hire it done.  Karen Carney has the marriage records.  Some of the baptism records 

may have been destroyed.  There is a box of old records that were displayed at the centennial.  Pastor Curtis may know 

where some of the books are for baptisms.  Betty Byers may have some input.   

 

New Business 

Church-on-Church Meeting: The Church-on-Church minutes were read by Norman McCoy.  Some corrections were 

noted.  Church movie licensing:  At one time there was a question whether we need to have a copyright license to 

show movies in the church.  There is no licensing required as long as no admission is charged.  Jeri Heffelfinger's      

mission trip: There will be a fundraiser event on Saturday, March 12 to make money for Jeri Heffelfinger's mission 

trip to Uganda.  There will be a dinner, entertainment, and a silent and live auction.  They are looking for items to be 

donated for the auction.  Local Mission giving:  Cindy moved that we give the mission giving to Jeri Heffelfinger.  Mary 

seconded, and the motion carried.   

 

Karen moved to adjourn.  Mary seconded the motion, and the motion carried. Thanks to Mike for the cookies.    

 
 

Norman McCoy, acting Secretary                
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Plans for our Red Bird Mission are in the works!  The trip is 
planned for the last week of June, 2017.  For more details, visit 

their website at http://rbmission.org 
 

And we can use your help! We are looking for fundraising     
ideas—email Jacob Nielsen or farrarumc@gmail.com 
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A VISION FOR 2016 & BEYOND 

The Mingo UMC is forming a new committee to help address areas of church              

betterment, renovations, and revitalization. This will include several different focus 

groups relating to the growth & vitality of our church in these 3 

key areas: 

- Evangelism (welcome kits, new members, church 

growth) 

- Advertising & Marketing (community connections & 

outreach) 

- Remodeling projects (both outside & inside the 

church) 

FARRAR Rotations 

Greeters: Shane & Amy Lillegard 
 

Scripture Reader  Children’s Time: 

Mar. 6     Denise F. Michelle F. 

Mar. 13   Jacob N. Amy L. 

Mar. 20   Kolt P.        Dani S. 

Mar. 27   Brent F.   Pastor Curtis 

MINGO Rotations 
 

Scripture Reader  Greeters 

Mar. 6     Jolene B.    Theresa & Bill Berriman 

Mar. 13   Lowell H.     Bob & Marilyn Matthews 

Mar. 20   Kent M.        Lori & Bob Pease 

Mar. 27   Bob L.          Lowell & Diana Halfhill 

It’s not too late—please join 

us, Wednesday night’s at    

7 pm—Farrar UMC 

Monumental is a journey that follows the footsteps of our        

forefathers who envisioned a place where men and women could 

start a new life, worship freely, and bring blessing to the land.  

Over the next couple of months, Roger LeBel will facilitate our     

discussion, as we explore the sacrifice, courage, and faith that    

created a nation based on a foundation of God’s law.                       

No need to sign up, just show up! 
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   Every Girl. Everywhere. Period. 

 As part of the Ugandan mission trip by Jeri (and now 

Saralee) from Mingo UMC, Mingo United Methodist 

Church will be participating in a project that utilizes 

Days for Girls patterns.  (See www.daysforgirls.org for 

more information). 

On Sunday, April 10th, from Noon to 4 p.m., please join us on a “drop in basis” to help 

cut, pin, sew, finishing touches, etc.  If you have any of the following, please feel free to 

bring them:  scissors for material, sewing machine (& needed needles, thread, etc.),   

rotary cutters and mats.   

We will have snacks all afternoon.  Join us for an hour or two or all four, for fellowship 

and Christian love as we make PADs that are needed in these underdeveloped       

countries. 

Can’t join us that day?  We’d be glad to accept a yard of 100% cotton flannel, 1 yard of 

PUL (available at JoAnn’s Fabrics – just ask), 1 yard of “fashion fabric” (colorful cotton 

blend that will serve as bags or liners), young ladies underwear in a variety of smaller 

sizes, gallon-size ziplock bags, hotel-size bars of soap.  Even monetary donations will 

be gladly accepted.  If you have questions, e-mail Jeri at mamajeri@live.com.  

Everyone is invited, Mingo UMC, Farrar UMC, friends, family…..Come and share in 

God’s love. 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 

7:00 AM—   

Sunrise service @ Farrar 

(breakfast to follow) 

 

9:00 AM— 

Easter service @ Farrar 

(Children’s egg hunt during S.S.) 

 

10:30 AM— 

Easter service @Mingo 

(Children’s egg hunt during S.S.) 
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 Farrar’s Annual 

Soup Supper 

Sunday, March 13th @ 5-7 

Thank you 

                     - Pastor Celestyne Curtis  

 
 
 

 

Faith & Family Night with the Iowa Energy is March 6th.        

Doors open at 2 pm, game starts at 3.  Concert after the game.  

Holy Week: We will see a passion play at the Ankeny UMC.  The 

youth will serve at Jeri’s dinner & auction.  

 

Our next meeting is Saturday, March 12th @ 3:30 pm.  

 

If you have any questions about the activities or meetings, please 

feel free to contact Dawn and Kent McKee at 641-363-3299, or 

kedamckee@netscape.com  



 8 

  

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have asked us to help them.  They 

sent us necklaces, wrap bracelets and  earrings they have   handmade.  There is a 

beautiful range of colors and styles.      

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings 

are $5.  This helps the women become more       

self-sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these 

available for a few months, so be thinking about the           

upcoming holidays—Easter, Mother’s Day,             

Graduations, and more!    

   Contact Jeri or 

Jolene at Mingo 

if you are          

interested. 

FARRAR UMC Sunday School 

The Sunday Schoolers and their teachers would like 

to say THANK YOU to everyone that baked and/or       

purchased items at their annual bake sale.  The    

proceeds will help support the S.S. missions and    

supplies needed in the classroom. 
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The Rumor is True… Jeri Heffelfinger is going to Uganda! 
  
You may have heard a rumor about Jeri and Uganda… Here's the scoop.   I am planning to visit 
Uganda, traveling with Jim and Chrissie Brockman from the Virginia area and some of their church 
family.  We will be starting in Tororo, Uganda, with evangelism in the area.  I will then be visiting 
our "sister church family," Florence and Perezi Were and staying with them a few days.  I also plan 
to travel to Jinga where the Sole Hope Mission group has an outreach clinic on Thursdays.  You 
might remember that the Mingo UMC got together to help Sole Hope in May of 2015.  I'll explain 
more about the mission projects in a few moments. 

 My original plan was that my son Caleb would be going with me, but my parents have talked me 
into leaving him with them for the time.  If something should happen to me, he wouldn't be able to 
take care of himself in Africa.  My plan is to go for 2 to 2 1/2 weeks this summer, but now depends 
on when I can get my passport back since Uganda requires to have a valid passport for 6 months. 
With this new information, I am in a hurry to get things into place now. 
  
Secondly, the fundraising efforts are underway.  A Christmas letter went to my family and friends 
who responded most positively with support.  I have also written a few miscellaneous people who 
encouraged me with items that can be used for the next mentioned effort. 
  
You are invited to attend a Traditional Ugandan meal (created with recipes from Florence) and stay 
for entertainment and a silent and live auction on Saturday, March 12th.  Dinner will be served from 
5 to 6 p.m. with entertainment between 6 and 6:45 with the results of the silent auction and the 
small live auction after that.  This will be held at the Mingo United Methodist Church and the Mingo/
Farrar RUSH youth group is helping out with this project, as well as many other helping hands.   
  
Back to Sole Hope (www.solehope.org). This is an organization in North Carolina that has developed 
a community in Jinga, Uganda, and hosts shoe-cutting parties in the US and sends the cut-out shoe 
parts to Jinga where the economy is supported by teaching tailors to sew the shoes and cobblers to 
make the shoes.  Then doctors go out to the villages to treat jiggers (aka sand fleas) that are    
devastating to the people there.  Check out YouTube videos and search "jiggers."  Because people 
don't have shoes to protect their feet, their lives and health are greatly endangered.  Please take 
the time to check out the website and videos--you'll never be the same.  Mingo hopes to host      
another shoe-cutting party next fall. 
  
Another project of mine is of a personal nature.  The girls of third world countries are disadvantaged 
for their future because they do not have the necessary items for their menstrual cycles.  During 
their cycles, girls are forced to stay at home because they do not have any way to control the flow 
and are forced to sit on mats in their homes.  A girl may miss up to 3 months of school each year 
because she has to stay home.  Many girls fall behind in their education, causing them to drop out 
and the downward cycle continues.  I discovered the "Days for Girls" organization, which creates 
personal and dependable reusable pads for these girls and women.  This organization has developed 
an educational program, pattern for the pads and items that would assist these girls during the   
normal development in their lives.  Read about the heartbreaking and uplifting stories of some girls 
on their website.  I am making kits to take with me.  In April, we will host a mission day where   
others can help cut, sew, and assemble kits to assist in this endeavor. 
  
Well...that's the information I have for now.  I will keep everyone updated through this newsletter 
on my plan and latest developments.  If you'd like to help with either a monetary donation or items 
that can be used at the silent and live auction on March 12th, please feel free to contact me at 113 
Carter St. SW, Mitchellville, IA 50169. There is even a Go Fund Me account set up entitled "Jeri and 
Caleb Go To Uganda."  You can also bring a check to church or send it to my address or the "Mingo 
United Methodist Church School," c/o Jolene Brady, 8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA 50135. 
  
Isaiah 6:8 has become my heart's message:  "Then I heard a voice of the Lord saying, 'Who shall I 
send?  And who will go for me?"  And I said, "Here I am.  SEND ME!"  With the Lord guiding my 
heart, and the help of my family and friends, I am truly BLESSED BEYOND MEASURE! 

 
Jeri Heffelfinger  

http://www.solehope.org/
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  MARK YOUR CALENDARS—Vacation Bible 

School is less than 100 days away! 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12TH—THURSDAY, June 16th 

On Sunday, February 21st, Jeri Heffelfinger, Janet Beem, Kent & Dawn 

McKee, Mike & Jolene Brady, Lori Pease, and Tawnya Vry met to discuss the 

details around this summer’s VBS, held at the Mingo UMC.   This year’s   

chosen theme is Cowabunga Farm—http://www.rbpvbs.org—This follows 

the life of Joseph through Genesis.   

The team is currently working to coordinate the daily activities, materials, 

decorations, crafts, music, and mission focus.   

If you would like to join the VBS team, or are interested in volunteering, 

please reach out to one of the individuals listed above, including Jenny     

Heydon, from the Farrar UMC.   
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Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

MARCH  

2 Joshua Stock 

6 Claudette Taylor, Lydia Bennett 

7 Carol Nielsen 

9 Emily Fuller, Mike Byers, and Carol Kimberly 

11 Marcia Nielsen, Carrol & Donna Shissler Anniv. 

12 Grace Heydon 

13 Neal Stewart, Pastor Bob Gamble 

15 John Daniel Moss, Warren Nielsen 

21 William McGinnis 

23 Nancy VanPeurseum 

24 Natalie Janes Logsdon, Robert Matthews, Thomas Davenport 

31 Audrey Cory, Harold Long 

To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month! 

I just saw a really good movie with one of our neighbors:  "Risen" is a story 
about a Roman tribune that Pilate commands to find the body of Jesus.  Good 
photography, good 
acting, and true to the 
story.  Of course, it's the 
first movie I've gone to 
in years, so maybe I 
don't have that much to   
compare it to… 
 

-Norman McCoy 
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SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

Farrar 
Men’s   
Prayer 

Breakfast    
7 am 

 

 

6 
 

Communion  
 

“Spring 
Ahead” - 
Daylight  
savings     
begins 

7 
 

Farrar UMW 
meeting   
@7pm 

8 9 
 

Mingo UMW 
meeting   
@7pm 

10 11 12 
 

Rush YF @ 
Mingo 3:30  

 
Jeri’s       

Mission    
Dinner & 

Auction 5 pm 

13 
 

Farrar’s St. 
Patty’s Day 

Soup     
Supper             

@ 5—7 pm 
 
 

14 
 

Farrar 
Board   

meeting       
7 pm 

15 16 
 

Mingo 
Board  

meeting      
7 pm 

 
 

17 
 

Happy      
St. Patrick’s 

Day 

18 
 

Newsletter 
items DUE to 
Denise Fick  

Fickdenise@aol.com 

19 

20 
 

PALM  
SUNDAY 

 
Food Pantry 
Collections 

21 22 23 
 
 

24 
 

Maundy 
Thursday 
service @ 

Farrar 7 pm 
 
 
 

25 
 

Good Friday 
service @ 

Mingo 7 pm 

26 

27 
 

EASTER 
SERVICES 

(see insert for 
more details) 

 
 

28 29 30 31 

 

March 2016 

Holy Week 
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Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches 

Rev. Curtis DeVance 

PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No. 003 

Mingo, IA 50168 

CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: umcmingo@hughes.net 
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 

Adult SS @ 9:45 am 
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 

 

 
Rev. Curtis DeVance, 

 NEW! You can also view this newsletter at HTTP://FARRARUMC.ORG 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 
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