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Growing and Going Strong 
 

Happy are those who take delight in the words of the LORD and who 
deeply reflect on those words all the time.  Like trees growing near 
an ample source of water, they show beneficial results (fruit) and do 
not quit (wither).  These kind of happy people are successful in      
everything they do (an adaptation of Psalm 1, verses 1-3). 
I am ecstatic that so many of you are faithfully engaged in regular 

study groups.   I am blown away that so many of you are so hungry for the Word of 
God that you seek out and find Bible study groups elsewhere.  We can’t have a fully 
attended meeting anymore because you are gone someplace hungering and 
thirsting after the Word of God.  In doing so, you have taken your place in that great 
circle of saints taking delight in the words of the LORD.  You find yourself thinking 
more and more on His words day and night. 
The Psalmist pictures trees growing near a good water source as ones that send 
down deep roots to get the nourishment necessary for stability, growth, and 
strength.  Stability, growth, and strength prepare the tree for its destiny.  A          
well-nourished, strong, and stable tree is far more able to produce good fruit,     
ample shade, esthetic appeal, or whatever its purpose in life may be. 
St. Paul, in his letter to the Church at Ephesus (5:25-27) likened water to the Word 
of God.  He says that Jesus died to make us (the Church) holy with the washing of 
water by the [W]ord.  God says that we are to be holy as He is holy.  Our destiny, 
our purpose is to be holy as He is holy.     Holiness not only is obedience to God, but 
seeing as God sees.  And, holiness and empowerment of the Holy Ghost is the path 
that leads to sanctification. 
We fulfill our destiny when we plant ourselves in a position to be washed by the 
water of the word.  We grow and go—we are happy (blessed)—when we dip       
ourselves in the water of His word.  Dive in—the water is fine! 







The Book Nook 

A Guide to The Holy Spirit 
Reviewed by Marilyn Matthews 

The above book is a bible study I am going to on “Who is 
the Holy Spirit?” 

In last week’s lesson on letting the Holy Spirit transform us, I 
would like to lift out a piece that spoke to me and share it 
with you. 

The work God does in our life when we surrender our own way and believe in Him  
for salvation takes us from darkness to light (Ephesians 5:8-9).  This attitude of     
surrender needs to be an ongoing action so that God will keep enriching our lives 
and bringing us to maturity. (Romans 12:2) 

Who or what we are controlled by determines how we think, and the way we think   
determines the way we behave.  When we let God transform us and our thought    
pattern changes, our behavior changes.  As a result of our internal change, it      
becomes easier to surrender to God’s transformation process.  It’s when we      
compromise that our walk becomes difficult--trying to follow Him on our own,     
independent terms.  It doesn’t work.  It keeps us immature, quarreling, and jealous. 

Wow, this really made me think!  I am a “little” strong willed and this tells me I cannot 
try to follow God on my own, independent terms.  If I want to become a mature    
Christian, then I am going to have to change those areas in my life where my thinking 
and behavior need to change.  How about you?  Is there an area of your life where 
you know your thinking and behavior need to change?  I know there is in mine and I 
am asking God to help me be willing to let him transform these areas in my life. 

—> Do you have a suggestion you’d like to share with the rest of our readers?   We welcome you to share

it!  You can submit your own “Book Nook” suggestion by emailing it to Denise Fick at Fickdenise@aol.com.  

Mildred Borts Retires as Administrative Board Secretary 

Mildred has served as the Mingo administrative board secretary for  over 40 years.  We want to thank 

her for her dedication and special gifts in interpreting and recording our church’s business meetings 

and a few other various duties that come under the secretary’s position.  Again thank you Chubb for 

your time and dedication.  You were truly appreciated. 

Upon her retirement, that means the Mingo administrative board needs someone in the church to  

volunteer for the position of recording secretary.  If you are interested, please contact Bob Leonard, 

board chairman. 





 

 

FARRAR Rotations 
 

Greeters: Dennis & Donna Gilbert 
 

Scripture Reader  Children’s Time: 

May 8    Betty B.  Pastor Curtis 

May 15  Jacob N.  Lori C. 

May 22  Cindy L.  Shonda H. 

May 29  Kolt P.   Michelle F. 

MINGO Rotations 
 

Scripture Reader  Greeters 

May 8    Janet B.      Mildred B. & Marie M. 

May 15  Luanne H.   Janice G. & Carol K. 

May 22  Janice G.     Bob & Marilyn M. 

May 29  Barbara L.   Inge V. & Ione C. 

For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts coming to central 
Iowa, check out this website: 

http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/ 

http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/


MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL—Our Sunday school schedule is winding down for the year, but we
are looking forward to a few last events before we gear up for our busy VBS!   

 May 1st is Youth Sunday & Red Bird Mission potluck. The youth & school children
will help to lead the church service. Both Farrar & Mingo congregations will have a joint
church service at 10:45 am. A special gathering & potluck will be held after the service as
we prepare to officially kick off our mission planning and events for the Red Bird Mission
Trip (slated for June 2017). Meat, buns and beans will be provided. Farrar folks are
asked to provide a side dish and Mingo folks should bring dessert.

 Sunday, May 8th (Mother's Day) will be our last official day of Sunday school.

 Sunday, May 15th - We will have a special Pentecost activity for any children who would
like to come during Sunday school time that day -- meet in Jolene's 4-6th grade room
downstairs on that morning.

For our April meeting we had a lock-in at the Mingo church. We worked     bun-
dling shoes, and talking about getting the word out better for our        fundrais-
er. We did quite a few exercises on getting to know each other better and our 
concerns in our lives, our churches, schools and communities. We planned 
Youth Sunday and assigned parts. One of the highlights of the night was going 
to God's Not Dead 2. When we got back to the church we had a long discus-
sion about the movie and how it pertains to our lives. We also got to cut loose 
and have game time......oh, and plenty to eat! 

Next up: join us for Youth Sunday which is May 1st! (No RUSH meeting in 
May) 

**The RUSH Soles4Souls shoe fundraiser will also wrap up on May 
1st...please help us by donating your gently used or new shoes!!!!** 
Any questions please call ~ Dawn or Kent McKee 641-363-3299 
or kedamckee@netscape.com 



The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal 

church have asked us to help them.  They 

sent us necklaces, wrap bracelets and  

earrings they have handmade.  There is a 

beautiful range of colors and styles.     

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 

and earrings are $5.  This helps the 

women  become more self-sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these   

available for a few months, so be thinking about the upcoming holidays—

Mother’s Day, Graduations, and birthdays!   Contact Jeri or Jolene at Mingo 

if you are interested. 

Mission Project was a Success!

Thank you to everyone who helped with our All-Church & Family Mission Project on 

Sunday, April 10th.  We worked together to create many "Days for Girls" personal and 

dependable hygiene products. We had a great turnout and enjoyed good food and     

fellowship while we cut and sewed fabric pieces and patterns to create the kits.  Thanks 

to everyone who shared food, supplies, and a bit of their time to help us fulfill this very 

important mission.



MAKE NOTE: The Central District Office will be moving to the former Iowa United

Methodist Foundation office suite at the [Iowa Methodist] Conference Center the  
week of May 16th.  The office is  on the left side of the main lobby.           

New address: 2301 Rittenhouse St., Des Moines, IA 50321 



 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

MAY 

1 Kevin Borts, Larry Davenport, Marie Molyneux, John Weston 

2 Jennifer (Byers) Moss, Roger Link 

4 Jay Steenhoek 

5 Amanda (Burns) Hauschildt, Barbara Longnecker, Carol & Jacob Nielsen Anniv. 

6 Alyssa Fick 

7 Mathew Craig 

9 Mary Craig 

12 Larry Hulse 

14 Pastor Curtis 

19 Roger Stewart, Bob Leonard 

21 Mary Hay 

23 Rita Jo Tiffany 

27 Charles & Trudy Shirley Anniv. 

28 Mary Long Simon 

29 Ashley (McKee) Rude 

31 Dan & Betty Byers Anniv. 

To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month! 

Prayer Changes Everything

Would you like to join our Prayer Chain? When a member of our church family, friends or neighbors 
need prayer, we're here for them.  Both Mingo & Farrar churches participate in this chain.  Being a 
member of the Prayer Chain no longer requires you to "domino" call a list of members. We are           
revamping our procedure, so no matter where members might be (at work, home, or out on an         
errand), we can receive prayer requests as texts and/or emails with the same information at the same 
time.  Traditional phone calls are still available for those without access to texts or emails.  If you'd like 
to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy 
(mlmurphy397@msn.com / 515-967-0507) or Jolene Brady (Jolene@bradyworks.com / 515-508-9009) 



SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 

YOUTH  
SUNDAY 

Combined 
worship @ 

10:45,   
luncheon to 

follow 

2 3 4 

FARRAR 

Mother/

Daughter 

celebration 

6:30 pm 

5 

National Day  
of Prayer 

6 7 

Farrar 
Men’s  
Prayer 

Breakfast 
7 am 

8 

Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 8 am 

Communion 

MINGO:   
Graduation 

recognition & 
last day of S.S. 

9 

FARRAR 
Board  

meeting   
7 pm 

10 11 

MINGO UMW 
meeting   
@10 am 

12 13 14 

15 

Pentecost 
Sunday: 

Wear red! 

Food Pantry 
Collections 

16 17 18 

MINGO 
Board  

meeting   
7 pm 

19 20 

Newsletter 
items DUE to 
Denise Fick  

21 

Armed 
Forces Day 

22 

FARRAR: 
Last day of 

S.S. and VBS 
breakfast  
following 
worship 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 

WORSHIP: 
Reading of 

fallen service 
members 

30 

Memorial Day 

Memorial 
Cemetery 
Service 

31 

A little more than a  

month from now… 

SEE YOU at Vacation 

Bible School, June 12-16 

MAY 2016 
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CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: info@mingoumc.org 
Website: http://mingoumc.org 

Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 
Adult SS @ 9:45 am 

WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 
 

Rev. Curtis DeVance 
 NEW! You can also view this newsletter at HTTP://FARRARUMC.ORG 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 

 Social media outlets 

 Features 

 Conference news 

 National news 

  Upcoming events 

   Faith communities 

   Leadership 

   Resources 
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