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Be Happy, Don’t Worry—Really?  
 

We are extraordinary beings.  We are a mélange (It’s OK to use your dictionary) of walking,  
talking, living, breathing contradictions.  God has told us over and over never to worry.  That’s 
right—we sin when we do worry.  Yet it is God Himself who has gifted us with an astounding 
capacity to worry! 
Even the great apostle St. Paul was exasperated by this tremendous ability to disobey God by 
doing what he knew above all people should not be done.  Remember how he described      
himself (Romans 7:15ff, Contemporary English Version [CEV] of the Holy Bible): 
 

15 In fact, I don’t understand why I act the way I do.  I don’t do what I know is right.  I do 
the things I hate.  16 Although I don’t do what I know is right, I agree that the Law (of God; see Old    
Testament) is good.  17 So I am not the one doing these evil things.  The sin that lives in me is what does 
them. 
18 I know that my selfish desires won’t let me do anything that is good.  Even when I want to do right, I 
cannot.  19 Instead of doing what I know is right, I do wrong.  20 And so, if I don’t do what I know is 
right, I am no longer the one doing these evil things.  The sin that lives in me is what does them. 
 

My goodness gracious—what is a person to do?  How about what I walked in the door preaching and teaching 
over three years ago?  Be filled with the Holy Spirit!  Again listen to the apostle Paul re Living by the Power of 
God’s Spirit: 
 

8 If you belong to Christ Jesus, you won’t be punished.  2 The Holy Spirit will give you life that comes 
from Christ Jesus and will set you free from sin and death.  3 The [Old Testament] Law of Moses cannot 
do this, because our selfish desires make the Law weak.  But God set you free when he sent his own Son 
to be like us sinners and to be a sacrifice for our sin.  God used Christ’s body to condemn sin.  4 He did 
this, so that we would do what the Law commands by obeying the Spirit instead of our own desires. 
5 People who are ruled by their desires think only of themselves.  Everyone who is ruled by the Holy Spirit 
thinks about spiritual things.  6 If our minds are ruled by our desires, we will die.  But if our minds are 
ruled by the Spirit, we will have life and peace.  7 Our desires fight against God, because they do not and 
cannot obey God’s laws.  8 If we follow our desires, we cannot please God. 
9 You are no longer ruled by your desires, but by God’s Spirit, who lives in you.  People who don’t have 
the Spirit of Christ in them don’t belong to him.  10 But Christ lives in you.  So you are alive because God 
has accepted you, even though your bodies must die because of your sins.  11 Yet God raised Jesus to 
life!  God’s Spirit now lives in you, and he will raise you to life by his Spirit. 
12 My dear friends, we must not live to satisfy our desires.  13 If you do, you will die.  But you will live, if 
by the help of God’s Spirit you say “No” to your desires.  14 Only those people who are led by God’s Spirit 
are his children.  15 God’s Spirit doesn’t make us slaves who are afraid of him.  Instead, we become his 
children and call him our Father.  16 God’s Spirit makes us sure that we are his children (Romans 8:1-16, 
Contemporary English Version [CEV]). 
 

Wow!  Double WOW!!  I rest my case—uh my pen (actually my PC) because we can do it.  We can be happy      
and not worry. 
As I always like to remind us, we indeed are blessed beyond measure! 
                             - Pastor Curtis 



 

 

        FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — AUGUST 2016 
 

 The August 8, 2016 meeting of the Farrar Administrative Board was called to order by Chairman 

Mike Murphy at 7:00.  Fred gave an opening prayer.  Those present were Mike Murphy, Betty Byers, 

Fred Link, Cindy Lorius, TJ Craig, Karen Carney, Harold Long, Mary Craig, Ed Craig and Pastor Curtis.  

Betty read the minutes from the July 11th meeting which had been presented by Cindy.  Fred moved 

and Mary seconded to approve them as read.  Motion carried.  

     Fred distributed copies of the treasurer’s report for July 2016. (to view financials, contact either 

Farrar/Mingo church leaders for a printed copy of the newsletter). 

Betty moved and Harold seconded to approve the treasurer’s report.  Motion carried. 

     Pastor Curtis distributed copies of information concerning online giving as it applies to churches. 

After discussion, Ed moved and Karen seconded to have the parking lot sealed with 2 coats of sealer 

by Central Asphalt Paving for $x,xxx.xx to be paid from the general fund. Motion carried. In other 

business, TJ moved and Betty seconded to change the church phone provider from Windstream to 

Century Link. It will be a 967- number and result in a much lower phone bill each month.  Motion   

carried. 

     Mike reported that Chris Heydon, Mike and Harold worked on changing road signs due to the pipe 

line coming through and rotated the signs.  Thanks to all of them and especially Chris who did most of 

the heavy lifting.  The Church on Church Committee will be meeting Aug. 14th.  They will make plans 

for an outdoor picnic service in Sept. 

     With input from Pastor Curtis, by consensus it was agreed that the musical responses to the        

Responsive Readings during the church services will be spoken instead of being sung. A discussion 

concerning the buildup of the Parsonage Fund was held.  The Parsonage Committee will address this 

topic and report back to the boards.  Pastor Curtis confirmed that neither the Iowa Conference nor 

the Central District determine how the rent from the parsonage is used if the parsonage is not being 

used by a current minister. 

     Jacob Neilsen will be working to install additional grab bars in the restrooms as needed. 

     Norm has indicated that some keys on the organ are not working.  Fred moved and Betty seconded 

to table discussion on this topic until we get more information from Norm.  There was no report from 

the Church on Church Committee since the Aug. meeting had not been held yet.  Mike suggested we 

table discussion on who will rotate messages on the message board until we can talk to Lori Cory. 

     There was discussion on getting information about tithing electronically.  Pastor Curtis suggested 

that we name a committee to explore this.  The general consensus was to table this topic until we find 

out what Mingo discovers.  Betty volunteered to work on this after the Sept. meeting.  Mike’s new      

e-mail address is mlmurphy3971@outlook.com. 

     Karen moved and Ed seconded to send the local mission giving to Hope Ministries.  Motion carried.  

Mary moved and Fred seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Thanks to Mike for bringing 

cookies and to Harold for bringing candy.  The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Betty Byers, Secretary 

 



 

 

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — AUGUST 2016 
 

The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., August 17th at 6:00 pm with Lowell Haflhill, 

Bob & Marilyn Matthews, Bill Berriman, John Weston, Rodney Altes, Chubb Borts, and Luanne 

Heffelfinger. Pastor Curtis and Bob Leonard were absent.   
 

The meeting was led by Lowell Halfhill.  Luanne moved to accept last month's secretarial report as 

was printed in the newsletter.  Motion was seconded by Bill and passed. 
 

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Luanne's request for approval of   

report was seconded by Marilyn.  Approval given.  (To view financials, contact either Farrar/Mingo 

church leaders for a printed copy of the newsletter).   
 

Discussion was held regarding the Ice Cream Social and the attendance and funds raised.  Chubb 

explained that the advertisement printed in the newspaper with a space, making it appear as if the 

social was FREE, rather than Free-will, which may have caused some confusion or misinformation 

amongst the community.  Marilyn stated that she advertised it on the WHO community calendar 

for $14, which was a good value, since it was listed on TV, as well as announced on the radio during 

Van & Bonnie.  Several folks from other areas heard this and attended.  Discussion continued      

regarding the fundraising aspect, and it was decided to leave it as free-will for next year, since it is 

a great time of community fellowship and an outreach for our church.  John & Bill suggested     

grilling pork loins for next year.  More discussion will be held on that idea at a later time. 
 

Bill & Rodney reported that the bell is very shiny now and they will pick up the powder-coated 

pieces on Friday. They are waiting on the plaques from the Perry brothers. 
 

For new business, Bill shared a bit of church history, stating that after the church was moved into 

Mingo from Greencastle and then to it's current location, it was dedicated on Oct. 15, 1898. Since 

Oct. 16th is a Sunday this year, he suggested that we dedicate the new bell tower on that day. That 

Sunday, everyone could wear their black FAITH t-shirts for the all-church photo by the bell.  It was 

suggested that there should be no Sunday school classes that day, but meet together for a special 

service for the dedication. Lowell mentioned that he has a poem written by Lowell Jones, about 

the "little white church in Mingo," so he could plan to share it with everyone during that special 

dedication service.  Jolene indicated that the Sunday school children could perhaps plan to do 

something special that day, as well. A potluck or luncheon was discussed.  All former pastors could 

be invited to attend.  Bill will ask for others to help him with the preparations for the day, and  

Marilyn suggested talking with the Satellite circle / UMW about helping with additional plans or 

preparations, as well.  After further discussion, Bill motioned that Sun., Oct. 16th be reserved as 

our special Dedication Sunday.  Bob Matthews seconded. Motion passed. 
 

(Continued on proceeding page) 



 

 

MINGO UMC Board Minutes continued… 
 

Chubb shared that several questions have been raised regarding funeral meals / dinners and who 

should pay for the food.  Traditionally, the church will supply the salads and desserts and the       

funeral family will pay for the meat, or give a donation to the ladies.  Marilyn stated that there are       

guidelines written down to handle that, and that they are different for church members and         

non-members.  Discussion will be tabled until the next meeting, when Janice G. can answer       

questions. 
 

Jolene noted that the "Wedding Planning Sheet" and fee listing she found within the records that 

Chubb gave to her, needs to be updated.  She will visit with Donna Beals about that. 
 

Marilyn reported that the church can donate to a different mission project to help meet the        
requirements needed for the Rainbow Covenant in the country-wide or world-wide category.  This 
will be in a different  category than our Uganda sister church.  She suggested giving to the            
Samaritan's Purse program called "Operation Heal Our Patriots" to help wounded veterans and 
their families.  Marilyn will look into the details and then report back to the Board next month to 
recommend an appropriate amount to give.   
 

Jolene gave an update on the upcoming plans for the Sunday school children and youth.  Kick-off 
will be Sun., Sept. 18th at 9:00 am and Farrar children have been invited to attend, if it doesn't 
conflict with their current plans.  Regular classes will begin that following Sunday, on Sept. 25th at 
9:30 am.  Bible Presentation and Acolyte Recognition for 4th graders will take place on that same 
Sunday. This year, we have two 4th graders - Colton Brady and Karmylia Snyder.  The SS Team will 
also hold a Bake Sale on Sept. 25th to benefit the Uganda sister church and school to help them 
purchase much-needed school curriculum.  Florence sent Jeri home with a list of the curriculum 
they need and since they are a Christian school, the Ugandan government does not pay for their 
curriculum--they have to purchase or find it on their own.  Florence's list for curriculum and     
teachers guides for all of the grades equals 475,000 Uganda shillings, which relates roughly to 
$150 USD.  Further fundraising efforts may be considered in the future. 
 

Turkey Supper ideas were discussed and the need for our church to remain present within the 
community.  We need to be active and visible.  Ideas were also suggested to bring back more     
frequent potlucks or dinners, which were enjoyed quite frequently in the past.  After much         
discussion, Rodney moved to set the calendar date of Sat., Nov. 5, 2016 as our Turkey Supper and 
Marilyn seconded.  Motion approved. 
 

Luanne moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $xxx.xx be given to Teen 
Challenge. Motion was seconded by Bob M.  John moved that the meeting be adjourned,             
seconded by Bill.  All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.   
 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary  



 

 

"Bad Girls of the Bible" Study 
to Begin September 7th 

Liz Curtis Higgs, award-winning speaker and author, states on 
the back of her book, Bad Girls of the Bible And What We Can 
Learn From Them, “For ten years I studied bunches of biblical 
role models and finally realized what we had in com-
mon.  Zip.  Sarah was so faithful.  Esther was so coura-
geous.  Mary was so innocent.  I was so none-of-the-
above.   Then I happened upon Jezebel, and something inside 
me clicked.”   

You do not need to “click” with Jezebel (we know what SHE 
did!) to attend this entertaining women’s study based on Liz 
Higgs’ retelling modern stories about women of the Bible who 
fell short.   But aren’t you just a little curious as to who these 
bad girls are?  And were they bad forever?  What can we learn 
from them? 

This 10-week Bible study will begin Wednesday, September 7, at the Mingo UMC at 
7:30 p.m.  Although this Bible study is open to the Mingo-Farrar Church family, friends and 
community, pre-registration is required.  Please contact Carol Kimberley at 
c.kimberley778@gmail.com by August 21st if interested in attending.  Copies of Higgs’ 
book will be available.  Let’s learn together! 

How to Receive Our Church Newsletter: 
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at  

http://farrarumc.org     or    http://mingoumc.org 
 

Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when 
you come to church. 
 

However, if you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter               
electronically, and want to continue to receive a printed copy in your home     
mailbox, and have not already contacted us, please send your name and address 
to:  UMC Newsletter Communications, 8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA  50135 or 
email us at: info@mingoumc.org 
 

Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition! 

mailto:c.kimberley778@gmail.com
http://farrarumc.org/
http://mingoumc.org/


 

 

Farrar Sunday School —  

We’re looking forward to kicking off another spectacular year 

with our Sunday schooler’s—Sunday, September 11th! 
 

GOOD NEWS! Our S.S. is growing, and we’ve recognized the 
need to separate our youth into two age groups — younger 
kids will build on many of the lessons we learned last school 
year, journeying through the Books of the Bible. 
For the older group, we will begin Teen Sunday School class. 
The focus will be on the Sunday sermons, getting the youth 
acclimated to the service flow, and also looking at lessons to encourage growth in 
their relationship with God. If you would be interested in leading a discussion with 
our teens, downstairs, after the morning’s sermon, please contact Shonda Hay.  
 

Outside of our class time, our youth have several missions planned, around the 
community and central Iowa.  

Missions for the 2016-17 year: 
Sunday School bags  
“5th Quarter”: An event that the high school kids can participate in 
after home football games in Bondurant.  We will be sponsoring dessert 
and pop. 
Books for Blank Children’s Hospital: children take donated books. 
Young Women’s Resource Center: cooking and serving a meal to 
young women in downtown Des Moines 
Serve the member’s of the FUMC: clean up, goodie bags at the            
holiday's, and teaching to the church congregation 

FARRAR Rotations 
 

Greeters: Carroll & Donna Shissler 
 

Scripture Reader  Children’s Time: 

Sept. 4    Betty B.        Michelle F. 

Sept. 11  Peggy V.      Amy L. 

Sept. 18  Brent F.        Dani S. 

Sept. 25  Fred L.          Pastor Curtis 

Oct. 2     Denise F.    Lori C. 

MINGO Rotations 
 

Scripture Reader    Greeters 

Sept. 4    Carol K.       Jeri H. 

Sept. 11  Bob L.         Craig & Julie W. 

Sept. 18  Diana H.      Judy & Carroll R. 

Sept. 25  Jeri H.         Sharon & Delbert D. 

Oct. 2      Jolene B.    Pat L. & Betty K. 

 



 

 

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by     
contacting either Pastor Curtis, Mary Murphy (Farrar) or Jolene Brady 
(Mingo).  At that point, Jolene will send out the prayer request on email 
and text. Mary will make the traditional phone calls. Both church’s have 
options on their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer        
requests.  
When a  prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will 
ask the recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a 
week or two for an update on their condition, or outcome of the          
situation, etc.   
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year, with our next meeting to come sometime 
in October.  Members will be contacted when the time is closer.   
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy 
or Jolene Brady. 
 

Farrar Contact:      Mingo Contact: 
Mary Murphy           Jolene Brady 

mlmurphy397@msn.com         Jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-967-0501       515-508-9009 

 

Prayer Concerns for September 
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers: 

The family of Judy Floss 
The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady 

Kevin & Jan Borts 
Betty Atwood 

Ron, nephew of Carroll Shissler 
Mishel Johnson 

Bev Kolbe, Dawn McKee's mother 
Janet Beem 

Jeri Heffelfinger 
Daisy, Emma Weston's sister 

Bryan Thayer, friend of Brady's 
The family of Myrtle Carver (Shirley Whittaker's mother) 

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have 

asked us to help them.  They sent us necklaces, wrap 

bracelets and earrings they have  handmade. There is 

a beautiful range of colors and styles.      

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings 

are $5.  This helps the women become more self-

sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these available for a few months, so be thinking about the up-

coming holidays or other   special occasions.   

Contact Jeri or  Jolene at Mingo if you are interested. 

mailto:mlmurphy397@msn.com


 

 

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL—Join us for our Kick-Off Sunday school     

breakfast & party -  Sunday, Sept. 18th - 9:00 am  (See the advertisement 
for more details). Welcome back! 

 
 
RUSH YF will be welcoming new members and kicking off the new year 
on Saturday, Sept. 17th!  We'll begin at the church at 3:30 pm and then 
make our way over to McKee's house for supper, a campfire and games 
-- we might get WET, so PLAN AHEAD!  :)  See you there! Dawn & Kent 
McKee 641-363-3299 or kedamckee@netscape.com 

Evangelism Committee Meeting:  

Monday, September 19th 

6:00 pm at the Farrar UMC 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting   
joining this group, or need more info, please       
contact: Cindy Lorius (Farrar) or Janet Beem 

(Mingo). 
 

PENNY PROJECT—Pennies help pay postage for the       

INGATHERING KITS (see list on proceeding page).  

Last year we collected 592 pennies—Can we do better 

this year?? We’re asking for your help. Please deliver your 

pennies to either of the churches. 

Also for the INGATHERING KITS—Watch for the upcoming sales on school supplies.  

Review the list provided in this newsletter. We can only take the school items listed. 

We THANK YOU for your consideration, and for helping us in past years, to provide 

items for our UMCOR kits. 

Questions: Contact Mary Craig (Farrar UMC) or Marilyn Matthews (Mingo UMC). 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Evangelism Committee: Strategic Planning Session 
— On Wednesday, August 10th, several people interested in the evangelism efforts of 
the Farrar and Mingo UMC met at Farrar for a strategic planning session.  Those in 
attendance were:  Pastor Curtis DeVance, Janet Beem, Cindy Lorius, Roger LeBel,  
Ione Cleverly, Norman McCoy, Miriam McCoy, Janice Gregerson, Shonda Hay and 
Tawnya Vry. Interested parties unable to attend the meeting were: Carol Kimberely, 
Jeri Heffelfinger, Hu and Peggy Vespestad and Jolene Brady. 
Strategic Planning. 

The purpose of the meeting was to create an evangelism group and figure out ways to help get our congregations 
to be comfortable evangelizing and to know what their responsibilities are.  Some people are unsure about how 
to communicate their faith to others.  One of the best ways to overcome that is to practice on each other before 
expanding to those outside the church.  Some people are unsure about what to communicate.  The easiest way is 
to share your own story.   
The pastor listed three steps to evangelism:  
1.   Befriend the person.  2.   Ascertain where they are spiritually.  3.   Prepare:  Have Romans 10:9-10 memo-
rized.  (Paul's version of the Gospel.)    

Romans 10:9-10New International Version (NIV) 
9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved.  
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your 

faith and are saved.  
 

Befriending people can be one-on-one or in a group setting:  
The pastor suggested that they might try one-on-one instead of a group event.  In his own experience, the local 
Baptist church would pick up children to take them to Vacation Bible School but the parents had to pick them up 
afterward.  Every time he would arrive at the church, someone would rush over to shake his hand and invite him 
to something.  Eventually he gave up resisting and enrolled in a couple of survey courses at the Bible college so 
his kids wouldn't know more than he knew.   Someone suggested that social media would be important to use 
and keeping up with the current generation and what is of interest to them.  Warren has said, “We have to go out 
and serve.  We can't stay here in the church and expect them to come to us.” 
 

Ascertain:  Some time ago Ione had a little club going on Wednesday night.  She had the kids go home and ask 
their parents about God.  
 

Prepare: Our goal is to prepare everybody in the congregation to share their faith.  This is our job as Christians.  
We have not emphasized this for a while in our church.  The only reason we are here is to get other people into 
heaven.  Janice Gregerson got saved at a Lay Witness Mission.  One of the speakers told about having problems 
getting his hogs loaded into a trailer and then praying to get them loaded and they went right in.  It made an im-
pression on Janice that led to her turning her life over to Christ.  Billy Graham spends two years getting ready for a 
crusade.  When preparing to talk to others about the gospel, practice using simple, non-spiritual language.  For 
example, non-churched people often do not know what Christian conversion is.  What is Repentance? Grace? Sal-
vation?  
 

Also, memorize pertinent verses: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-8.  (The gospel in a nutshell.)  Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel...; Titus 2:5  . . . he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. . .;  
1 Peter 2:24-25   “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for right-
eousness; “by his wounds you have been healed. . . ”  
 

(Continued on a proceeding page) 



 

 

Evangelism Committee: Continued… 
  
Tailor evangelism for the two different church communities of Farrar and Mingo, but work together as a com-
mittee to encourage, share ideas and pray for each other. 
 Some time back the Methodist church had an evangelism program that featured three things that were --used 
for the acronym WON.  Witness, Outreach, Nurture.  Witness is going outside the church to reach others - Out-
reach is meeting needs - Nurture is developing the congregation.  If we prepare the congregation to witness, 
that's Nurture.  
 One of the ways to prepare is to Practice: Ideas on how to do this: 
Film a video interview.  Make it around 3 minutes  - Get a list of questions that people argue with - Record a 
voice recording of how someone became a Christian and have the congregation guess who it is - In the church 
service, have someone tell their story during announcements or right after the song of response.  Roger LeBel 
will be the first to go this Sunday.  -Right now, if you had to tell someone how to become a Christian, how would 
you do it?   
 There was also a discussion about “Stephen's Ministry,” a congregational care ministry.   
Roger LeBel is going to the orientation.  The cost of the final program is steep, however, and the pastor recom-
mended not implementing it for the entire church congregations.  
 Cindy had a booklet about evangelism that Pastor Curtis had shared with her. Cindy will purchase a supply of 
them for the committee members. There was a brief discussion on filling specific roles within the committee-i.e., 
leader, secretary, reporter, mentors. Norm had his laptop with him so he volunteered to be the secretary to take 
minutes. He will also report to the Farrar congregation each time me meet.  Janet will be the reporter for the 
Mingo congregation. Mentors would be those who have worked in this area in the past and can offer their advice 
and insight to current committee.  
 Janet shared with the group the welcome kits Mingo is preparing for visitors and new community members.  
There was discussion about including an updated brochure-something Jolene had created in the past-this would 
have contact/worship info for the church as well as info for Mingo businesses. Janet will contact Jolene about 
creating a new one with the updated info. Pastor suggested we include a loaf of bread in the bags as well, some-
thing homemade to give to people who visit.  
 Janet also handed out two pages to each person of 94 evangelism ideas for review. *If you received two of 
these pages, please bring them back with you to our next meeting for more discussion and possible implementa-
tion of some ideas*.  
 Shonda shared the importance of keeping our church names in the public.  When Farrar was focusing on this 
they received some new families.  She also recommended the app IDisciple to find pertinent scriptures to share 
with others as they experience significant life events. 
 There was some brainstorming about presenting the idea of evangelism to the congregations. Ideas included 
having a joint worship service and calling it Evangelism Sunday; having a dinner for both congregations, after 
which people will be matched with a partner with whom they would share their story.  
 Pastor Curtis asserted that we should keep things simple, and not over-think or over-plan our steps. As we 
work together, meet together, and pray, the planning will come.  
Remember: Plant and Water and the “Gardener” will prepare the harvest. 

 The next meeting will be at 6:00 pm, Monday, September 19th, at the Farrar church. Anyone 

interested is encouraged to attend. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Norman McCoy 



 

 

Mingo United Methodist Women’s Satellite Circle 

In July, the Mingo United Methodist Women’s Satellite Circle went to Altoona to visit Fern Harter.     

She lives in an Assisted Living Home there.  Fern looks great and was happy to see us.  After visiting, 

we ate at the Pizza Ranch for lunch.  Those attending were:  Janice Gregerson, Mildred Borts, Donna 

Beals, Ione Cleverley, Clara Sparks and Edith Patrick. 

On August 10th the Satellite Circle had their regular meeting at the Mingo Methodist Church.  President 

Janice Gregerson opened the meeting with all saying “Our Purpose.”  Secretary and Treasurer reports 

were read and approved. 

A collection was taken for Bidwell Riverside offering.  Cards were sent to Fern, Phyllis Beard and   

Bonnie Means.  Mildred and Janice will bring the subject up about funeral expenses at the next regular 

Mingo UM Board meeting. 

Clara gave the lesson and Ione served lunch to eight members.  All repeated the Benediction. 

Clara Sparks, Secretary 

School has 

started and our summer fundraising has 

come to an end. The Iowa Cubs cleanups 

have been very lucrative for our mission 

team and we are grateful for the opportunities to work with one another as a group. We 

have a few fundraising opportunities coming this fall and winter. One in particular is a 

movie we will show called “Mission Appalachia.” This documentary was recorded in 2009 

and tells the story of Red Bird and the people who call it their home. We look forward to 

more fellowship with both churches in the coming months as we embark the Red Bird 

journey together!  

We will have events coming in the near future involving both congregations and we look 

forward to seeing you all there! 
 

Blessings, 

Jacob Nielsen  

THANK YOU — I would like to thank all of our church members for the 

lovely cards I received for my 90th birthday! I have enjoyed them immensely!   

God bless you all, Phyllis Beard 



 

 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

SEPTEMBER 
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding     

anniversary this month! 

1 Ione Cleverly 

3 Ed Craig 

5 Jack Wolgamuth, Ed & Mary Craig Anniversary 

6 Lowell Jones, Shirley Norton 

7 Betty Atwood, Harry & Elaine Kimberley Anniversary 

8 Quinn Pollock-Hanson 

10 Dick Weston 

11 Kathryn Vry 

13 Tom Stock 

14 Janet Altes 

17 Chad Sparks 

18 Marilyn Matthews, Carolyn Link 

22 Elaine Kimberly, Marlon Sinclair 

23 Pat McCauley, Alex Ryan Vespestad, Deborah Gilbert 

24 Jay & Dani Steenhoek Anniversary 

25 Curtis & Anita Todd Anniversary, Josh Nielsen 

28 Andy & Diane Combites 

 If you have a correction or addition for our Birthday & Anniversary’s, please contact Denise Fick—

Fickdenise@aol.com 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Farrar Hunter/Harvest Breakfast—October 29th 

 Mingo UMC  Turkey Supper—November 5th  

4 
 

Communion  
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 7 
 

*Bible study 
@Mingo   
7:30 pm 

8 9 10 
 

Farrar Men’s 
Prayer 

Breakfast     
7 am 

 
 
 

11 
 

Farrar S.S. 
Kick off 

 
Farrar       

outdoor   
worship   
service 

12 
 

Farrar Board 
Mtg. 

@ 7 pm 

13 14 
 

*Bible study 
@Mingo   
7:30 pm 

 
 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

“Family Fun 
Day” 1-3 pm 

Newton 
Christian 

school 
 

RUSH YF 
3:30—7:30 

pm 

18 

 
Food pantry 
collections 

 
Mingo S.S. 

kick off 
9 am 

19 
 

Evangelism 
Committee  
@ Farrar       

6 pm 

20 
 

Farrar UMW 
7 pm 

21 
 

Mingo UMW 
10 am 

 
Mingo Board 
meeting @ 

6 pm 
 

*Bible study 
@Mingo     
7:30 pm 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall begins 

23 
 

Newsletter 
items DUE to 

Denise 

 

24 
 

Uganda 
presentation 

by Jeri & 
Saralee 
@Mingo        

6 pm 

25 
 

Bible   
presentation 

& Acolyte 
recognition  

 
Bake Sale   
@ Mingo 

 

26 27 28 
 

See You At 
The Pole 

 
*Bible study 

@Mingo     
7:30 pm 

29 30  



 

 

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches 

Rev. Curtis DeVance 

PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 

CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: info@mingoumc.org 
Website: http://mingoumc.org 

Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 
Adult SS @ 9:45 am 

WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 
 

Rev. Curtis DeVance 
 Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites. 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 
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