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No Surprises 
 

While there are a number of other topics I really want to share with you, I inevitably am 
drawn to the multitude of things taking place around us as far as the eye technologically 
can see.  The negative so greatly outpaces the good that it is just overwhelming!  The Sixth 
Commandment, e.g., not only has been thrown out the window, but has been trampled   
underfoot and ground into the dirt!  It is amazing the number of people who think they can 
disobey Almighty God and get away without any consequences.  Our Creator Living God is a 
God of justice and according to His words, He Himself will exact vengeance. 

 

And then I remember that none of these things transpiring in the world today should come as a surprise to 
us.  Jesus says all of these things must take place before the end of the age comes.  Jesus told us that all these 
things were “coming down the pike,” so to speak. (At this point I invite you to review the Gospel of Luke   
21:5-31) Jesus’ lists contain many of the things already occurring in our day.  Jesus cites wars with nations  
rising against nations.  But note that He encourages us not to be frightened because (1) it is necessary (i.e., 
they are part of God’s sovereign plan) that these kind of things occur first and (2) even so, the end is not  
coming right away. 
 

Jesus’ lists earthquakes as a sign of the end.  Has anyone lost track of the number and locations of           
earthquakes shaking the earth here, there, and everywhere?  He says we shall see famines.  Has the food   
crisis in Venezuela been resolved yet?  And, is the mosquito-borne Zika Virus a pestilence?  Are there “fearful 
events and great signs from heaven” (v. 11) taking place? 
 

Hang on, it gets worse (v. 12):  Just because you are a Christian, you will be arrested, persecuted, and put on 
trial.  Don’t you dare say it can’t happen in our democracy because it already is taking place according to   
various “news” reports!  Again Jesus says not to worry because the net result will be your becoming            
witnesses (faith-sharers) to your persecutors.  Wow, look at how God already has things worked out!! 
 

Another awesome thing is that Jesus specifically says we are not to concern ourselves with what to say in our 
own defense.  Jesus says that He Himself will give us unassailable words and wisdom.  But, on the heels of 
that uplifting encouragement comes more seeming downers:  (a) some Christians will be betrayed by their 
own parents; (b) some by fellow Christians; (c) some by relatives and friends; (d) some of us will even be put 
to death; and, everyone will hate us.  Thank God for vv. 18-19:  But not a hair on your head will perish (die).  
By standing firm [we] will live. 
 

Just take Him at His word.  It’s called faith—without which we cannot please God.  If He said it, that settles it 
whether we believe it or not.  So, do not be surprised at all the “things” that are going on in the world today.  
They have to happen before Jesus returns.  But even so, Jesus said not right away.  We have to be ready by     
staying faithful for whenever. 
                             - Pastor Curtis 



 

 

        FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

     The September 12, 2016 Board Meeting was called to order by Mike Murphy at 7:00 PM.  Fred 

Link opened the meeting with prayer.  Those present in addition to Mike and Fred were Ed Craig, 

Mary Craig, TJ Craig, Cindy Lorius, Karen Carney, Betty Byers, Fred Link and Norm Mc Coy.  Betty 

read the August secretary’s report.  Mary moved and Fred seconded to approve the report as 

read.  Motion carried. 

     Fred gave the treasurer’s report as follows:  Balance carried forward $X,XXX.XX, Deposits 

$X,XXX.XX, Bal. + Dep. $X,XXX.XX, Disbursements $X,XXX.XX, Bal on hand Sept. 1, 20016 

$X,XXX.XX.  Ed moved to approve as given with Harold seconding.  Motion carried. 

     Norm reported that the broken organ part is no longer available.  He gave a thorough report 

on various types of organs he researched and distributed copies of information on several kinds.  

Ed moved and Fred seconded to purchase the digital piano, a Yamaha DGX 650 MC, from Norm at 

the price they on sale for now.  Motion carried. 

     The parking lot has been sealed.  It was noticed that where grass is growing over the edges, it 

was not sealed.  It was suggested to check with the company to see if this could be corrected. 

     After the vote to change telephone companies for our land line, Mike found out that the 

quote he got did not include tax, installation fee and other service charges.  It was agreed to pro-

ceed with the change, because we will save money in the long run.  

     Betty reported what she had found out about electronic church giving.  Norm moved and Har-

old seconded not to adopt it at this time.  Motion carried. 

     Lori will continue changing the message board outside.  A discussion was held on whether to 

have children’s time in the summer.  Some said that the adults got a message from it also.  No 

change at this time on children’s time.  After discussion, Harold moved and TJ seconded to have 

Denise buy a bulletin board for the Red Bird Mission trip.  Motion carried.   

     The Hunter/Harvest Breakfast is planned for October 29th.  Amy Lillegard is the chairperson 

for it.  Mike will call Dan Sprague to set a time for a furnace inspection this Fall.   Ed distributed 

copies of the 2016 Mingo-Farrar Parsonage Fund.  He reported that the Parsonage Committee 

wants $X,XXX.XX to remain in the account for major repairs that can come up.  They are also 

recommending to pave the driveway which is so steep.  It is projected that there should be 

$X,XXX.XX in the account by the end of the year. 

     Norm moved and Betty seconded to buy a $xxx gift certificate for someone who is in need, as 

our monthly mission giving.  Motion carried.  October 16th is Laity Sunday.  The UMW will work 

on organizing the service.  Pastor Curtis will have that Sunday off.  Cindy moved to adjourn with 

Norm seconding.  Motion carried.  The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.  Thanks 

to Mike for bringing bars and Harold bringing candy. 

 

Betty Byers, Secretary 

 



 

 

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

 The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., September 21st at 6:00 pm with Lowell 

Halfhill, Carol Kimberley, Marilyn Matthews, Bill Berriman, John Weston, Rodney Altes, Chubb 

Borts, Janice Gregerson, Jeri Heffelfinger, Luanne Heffelfinger, Bob Leonard, and Pastor Curtis    

present.   

The meeting was led by Chairperson Bob Leonard and began with a prayer by Pastor Curtis.  Jeri 

moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was printed in the newsletter.  Motion was     

seconded by Janice G. and passed. 

 Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Expenses were $X,XXX.XX, plus 

an outstanding amount due from Farrar for August of $X,XXX.XX; minus $X,XXX.XX in               

outstanding checks not cashed by the last day of the month, making a total balance of 

$X,XXX.XX on August 31st.  Luanne's request for approval of report was seconded by Carol K. 

Approval given. 

Janice G. led discussion regarding funeral meals and who should pay for the food.  Food bills will be 

paid by the UMW.  Dawn McKee and Lori Pease have taken over the leadership position for          

organizing these meals, and will work with the UMW to make necessary plans.  Janice will visit 

with Dawn & Lori about the arrangements that are in place. 

 Jolene gave an update on the Wedding Planning Sheet, stating that she gave a copy of it to    

Donna Beals for her review.  Donna will make any needed changes and get these back to Jolene. 

 Janice G. noted that the Ambassadors will be singing during the church service on Sunday, Oct. 

16th for Laity Sunday.  Jolene reminded the group that 4th graders will be receiving their Bibles on 

this coming Sunday (9/25).  This will take place during the regular church service, before Children's 

Time.  

 Marilyn shared more information regarding the Samaritan's Purse program "Operation Heal Our 

Patriots" which helps wounded veterans and their families. The program gives wounded veterans 

and their spouses the opportunity for spiritual refreshment, physical renewal, and marriage        

enrichment by participating in Biblically based seminars that help strengthen their relationships 

with God and others.  Marilyn made the motion to donate $xxx.xx to Operation Heal Our             

Patriots.  Carol K. seconded. Motion passed. 

 For new business, Jeri shared her idea to hold a Trunk or Treat event in our church parking lot, 

by using a Christian theme for decorations and candy. She would like to request the help of 4 or 5 

volunteers.  It was discussed that the Mingo Parks & Rec does currently hold a Trick-or-Treat event, 

so perhaps the church could partner with them to remain in one location for the event, yet be a 

Christian presence and be a good way for the church to be involved in the community.  Jeri will 

contact Beau or Bob Perry.  

 Rodney reported that the west side of the church has been cleaned and that the electrical work 

has been completed in the basement in the south Sunday school room.  Bill added that the church 

now has a contract through Brookwood in Newton to service the furnaces and air conditioning 

units.  This contract is for $XXX.XX per year, which equals out to approx. $66 per unit. They will  

service the 3 units in the spring and the fall.  (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 



 

 

MINGO UMC Board Minutes continued… 
 

 Rodney handed out Turkey Supper information and job assignments for review.   
 Pastor Curtis noted that the afternoon Bible study will be on hold until the "Bad Girls of the    
Bible" study is completed.  Carol K. stated that her study is going very well. 
 Bill B. reported that the Bell Dedication will be at 9:30 am on Sunday, Oct. 9th.  The group photo 
is planned for 10:30 am, with a luncheon to follow. More information will be coming soon. 
 Discussion was held regarding the date of the next board meeting. Since the third week of      
October is Senior Week at Newton HS, the Brady family will be hosting a team meal and memorial 
bonfire for the football team on Oct. 19th. "Trenton Brady Night" is designated as that Friday, Oct. 
21.  It was decided to move the Board meeting to the 2nd week of October to avoid conflicts.  The 
next board meeting will be Wed., Oct. 12th at 6pm. 
 Janice G. moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $xxx.xx be given to 
Women at the Well.  Motion was seconded by Marilyn M.  Janice G. moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, seconded by Bill.  All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.   
 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary  

Local Christian Concerts  

For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts 

coming to central Iowa, check out this website: 

http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/ 

Read the Bible. Take your choice from hundreds of 

Bible versions and languages. Compare two versions 

side by side. You can even choose your font and     

display size. Make your online Bible experience just 

the way you like it.  

Study the Bible.  Highlight in your favorite             

color, bookmark your favorite Bible verses, and make 

notes about what you're learning. Not only are you 

spending time in God's Word, you're building a history 

of your interaction with the Bible.  

Subscribe to Bible Plans.  Cover the whole Bible, focus on a topic, or read a devotional from a gifted 

teacher. Choose your plan and each day you'll find a Bible selection waiting for you.  

Take the Bible with you.  Download the Bible App for free on any mobile device. When you use the mobile 

app, your notes, bookmarks, highlights, plans, and more will be automatically synced across all of your     

devices. 

file:///C:/Users/Denise/Documents/2012_TAXES


 

 

Annual Hunter / Harvest Breakfast  
Farrar United Methodist Church — Saturday, Oct. 29th—6 to 11 am 

$5.00 ALL YOU CAN EAT 

Menu includes: Ham, scrambled eggs, hash browns, pancakes, donuts, juice & coffee 
Harvest/Hunters Breakfast will occur for the twenty-fifth year this fall. We will serve breakfast to the public, as well as our church 

members.  As in the past, we are asking members to contribute, and help furnish groceries or funds. (see list  below).  Please leave 
your grocery donation at the church, checking off your name on the list, posted on the refrigerator door in the kitchen.   

WE COULD NOT CONDUCT THIS EVENT WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT—THANK YOU SO MUCH! Profits go to the Building Fund. 
If you are unable to contribute the item(s) below, please contact Amy Lillegard at 515-782-7675 or, Karen Carney at 515-201-1758 

before Friday, Oct. 28th. 



 

 

"Bad Girls of the Bible" Study 
to Begin September 7th 

Liz Curtis Higgs, award-winning speaker and author, states on 
the back of her book, Bad Girls of the Bible And What We Can 
Learn From Them, “For ten years I studied bunches of biblical 
role models and finally realized what we had in com-
mon.  Zip.  Sarah was so faithful.  Esther was so coura-
geous.  Mary was so innocent.  I was so none-of-the-
above.   Then I happened upon Jezebel, and something inside me 
clicked.”   

You do not need to “click” with Jezebel (we know what SHE did!) 
to attend this entertaining women’s study based on Liz Higgs’ 
retelling modern stories about women of the Bible who fell 
short.   But aren’t you just a little curious as to who these bad 
girls are?  And were they bad forever?  What can we learn from 
them? 

This 10-week Bible study will began Wednesday, September 
7, and meets at Mingo UMC at 7 pm each Wednesday.          

Anyone is welcome to join us, at anytime!  Although this Bible study is open to the               
Mingo-Farrar Church family, friends and community, pre-registration is required.  Please contact 
Carol Kimberley at c.kimberley778@gmail.com by August 21st if interested in                          
attending.  Copies of Higgs’ book will be available.  Let’s learn together! 

How to Receive Our Church Newsletter: 
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at  

http://farrarumc.org     or    http://mingoumc.org 
 

Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when 
you come to church. 
 

However, if you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter               
electronically, and want to continue to receive a printed copy in your home     
mailbox, and have not already contacted us, please send your name and address 
to:  UMC Newsletter Communications, 8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA  50135 or 
email us at: info@mingoumc.org 
 

Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition! 

mailto:c.kimberley778@gmail.com
http://farrarumc.org/
http://mingoumc.org/


 

 

Farrar Sunday School —  

We’re looking forward to kicking off another spectacular year 
with our Sunday schooler’s!   

HAVE YOU HEARD?? We’ve outgrown our previous S.S.     
format, recognizing the need to separate our youth into two 
age groups.  Our younger kids will build on many of the   
lessons we learned last school year, journeying through the 
Books of the Bible, while meeting at their regular time, while 
worship is happening.  
For the older group (grade 7+), we will begin Teen Sunday 
School class—held following the sermon, downstairs in the fellowship hall.               
The focus will be on the Sunday sermons, getting the youth acclimated to the     
service flow, and also looking at lessons to encourage growth in their relationship 
with God. If you would be interested in leading a discussion with our teens,       
during this time, please contact Shonda Hay or TJ Craig. 
 

Outside of our class time, our youth have several missions planned, around the 
community and central Iowa.  

Missions for the 2016-17 year: 
 Sunday School bags  
 “5th Quarter”: An event that the high school kids can participate in after 
home football games in Bondurant.  We will be sponsoring dessert and pop. 
 Books for Blank Children’s Hospital: children take donated books. 
 Young Women’s Resource Center: cooking and serving a meal to young 
women in downtown Des Moines 
 Serve the members of the FUMC: clean up, goodie bags at the holiday's, 
and teaching to the church congregation 

FARRAR Rotations 
 

Greeters: Karen Carney & Marilyn Heydon 
 

Scripture Reader     Children’s Time: 

Oct. 2     Denise F.    Lori C. 

Oct 9      Mike M.      Shonda H. 

Oct 16    Marie W.        Michelle F. 

Oct 23    Carolyn L.     Amy L. 

Oct 30     Peggy V.       Dani S. 

Nov 6      Fred L.           Pastor Curtis 

MINGO Rotations 
 

Scripture Reader          Greeters 

Oct. 2      Jolene B.        Pat L. & Betty K. 

Oct  9     Marilyn M.      Mildred B. & Marie M. 

Oct  16      Kent M.       Janice G. & Carol K. 

Oct  23      Janet B.         Bob & Marilyn M. 

Oct   30  Luanne H.      Inge V. & Ione C. 

Nov  6       Janice G.        Janice G. & Carol K. 



 

 

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by contacting   
either Pastor Curtis, Mary Murphy (Farrar) or Jolene Brady 
(Mingo).    At that point, Jolene will send out the prayer request on 
email and text. Mary will make the traditional phone calls. Both church’s 
have options on their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer 
requests.  
When a  prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will 
ask the recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a 
week or two for an update on their condition, or outcome of the          
situation, etc.   
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year, with our next meeting to come sometime 
in October.  Members will be contacted when the time is closer.   
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy 
or Jolene Brady. 
 

Farrar Contact:      Mingo Contact: 
Mary Murphy           Jolene Brady 

mlmurphy397@msn.com         Jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-967-0501       515-508-9009 

 

Prayer Concerns for September 
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers: 

The family of Sharon Deaton 
The family of Judy Floss 

The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady 
The family of Lisa (Shane Lillegard's sister) 

Bernard, teenaged son of Betty (Iganga, Uganda) 
Kevin & Jan Borts 
Mishel Johnson 

Bev Kolbe, Dawn McKee's mother 
Jim Mumford 

Karie White (friend of Ashley McKee Rude) 
Peggy Vespestad 

 

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have 

asked us to help them.  They sent us necklaces, wrap 

bracelets and earrings they have  handmade. There is 

a beautiful range of colors and styles.      

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings 

are $5.  This helps the women become more self-

sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these availa-

ble for a few months, so be thinking about the upcoming holidays or other   special occasions.   

Contact Jeri or  Jolene at Mingo if you are interested. 

mailto:mlmurphy397@msn.com


 

 

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL—Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with you on 
your daily adventures!  You can share your pictures with us by texting them to 
Jolene at 515-508-9009 or emailing communications@mingoumc.org.  Our 
own Flat Jesus is ready for the group photo by the bell on Dedication Day 
(Oct. 9)!  If anyone needs laminating paper, please bring your Flat Jesus to 
church and we can laminate him for you. 

PIZZA PARTY—Believe it or not, Christmas program practice will be coming up 
soon! We will be having a Sunday School Pizza Party on Sunday, Oct. 30th 
downstairs after Children's Time. We will assign Christmas program parts at 
that time. See you there!  

 
 
We had a great turnout for our September kick-off. Even one of our college YF 
stopped by to say "Hi!" We watched the movie "Inside Out" and discussed how 
it focused on our emotions and what's going on inside us. We tried to identify 
what emotions drive certain situations and how each is important. We also had 
a discussion on "10 Truths To Get Through School." Then we walked over to 
the McKee's for food and games. We got a bit wet with our water games but 
had tons of fun and great laughs. (Thank you, God, for the nice weather!) At our 
next meeting, we will be assembling UMCOR kits and will have time for a     
lesson and games! RUSH is for youth, grades 7-12+. Any questions please call 
Dawn or Kent (515) 681-5711. 

NEXT MEETING IS SATURDAY, OCT. 8th, 3:30 to 6 pm 

PENNY PROJECT—Pennies help pay postage for the       

INGATHERING KITS (see list on proceeding page).  

Last year we collected 592 pennies—Can we do better 

this year?? We’re asking for your help. Please deliver your 

pennies to either of the churches. 

Also for the INGATHERING KITS—Watch for the upcoming sales on school supplies.  

Review the list provided in this newsletter. We can only take the school items listed. 

We THANK YOU for your consideration, and for helping us in past years, to provide 

items for our UMCOR kits. 

Questions: Contact Mary Craig (Farrar UMC) or Marilyn Matthews (Mingo UMC). 



 

 



 

 

Cut out the Flat Jesus above  

The Farrar United Methodist Women met Tuesday evening, September 20, 
2016 in the Farrar Church at 7:30 p.m. Betty Byers gave the opening prayer 
and a report from the Prayer Calendar. Get Well and Thinking of You cards 
were signed for several in the community. Response Moment given by Mary 
Craig. She gave us an update on Hawthorn Hill in Des Moines. This is their 
30th year in helping and serving 155 families find housing needs. Karen     
Carney presented the lesson "Deeper Into Mission". 

 President, Betty Byers opened the business meeting. Roll call answered by 10 
members and 1 guest Rachel Derscheid present. 

     Treasurer's report given by Marilyn Heydon. June 18 balance carried forward was $358.30. Deposits 
totaled $290.55 and expenses of $262.55 which leaves a September 20 balance of $386.30. 

     Old business:  Carolyn, Betty and Karen to meet and decide if we need to update the UMW's funeral 
policy and bring it to the October meeting. 

     New business:  Central District Annual meeting September 24, 2016 at Altoona United Methodist 
Church.  

     Laity Sunday will be October 16. Marie Woodruff and possibly her daughter Sherri Roberts to do the 
speaking. 

     Hunter's Harvest Breakfast is October 29 with Amy Lillegard in charge this year.  Karen Carney will be 
working with her. 

     Church In-Gathering will be November 5 at Greenfield. Mary Craig is working with Colfax United   
Methodist Church to have our donations go on their truck. Sunday School children to fill school bags next 
Sunday. 

     Donna Gilbert gave a report for the cards and  gifts she delivers to the sick the past year. She will be 
receiving a check to replenish her fund. 

     Discussion on continuing Christmas cards for our senior members in the church. Donna Gilbert made 
motion, seconded by Mary Craig, to discontinue sending out Christmas cards to the senior members in the 
church. Motion carried. 

     Meeting adjourned with all saying Our Purpose. Pat Fick served bars and drink.   

Carolyn Link, Secretary 



 

 

Mingo United Methodist Women’s Satellite Circle 
 

 The Mingo Satellite Circle met at the church on Wednesday September 14, 

2016.  President Gregerson opened the meeting with The Purpose of the United 

Methodist Women.  Secretary and Treasurer gave their reports.  All was ap-

proved as read. 

 Discussion of New Business: We will still take up collection for Bidwell River-

side each meeting and even out the amount.  

 The Dedication of our church bell will be October 9th.  There will be NO church 

service.  Cookies and coffee will be served and pictures taken. 

 Saturday, November 5th will be our church’s turkey supper.  Satellite members 

will furnish and make the cranberry relish. 

 Chubb gave the Benediction.  Donna gave the lesson on “Duty.”  Betty served 

a delicious lunch to Chubb, Donna, Clara, Janice and Edith.   

 Thinking of you cards were passed around to sign and mail. 

Clara Sparks, Secretary 

Greetings everyone! I just wanted to 

take a little bit of your time to update 

you on progress for the Red Bird     

mission trip. We are just over half way to our fundraising goal to get the entire 

group to Kentucky. We are very pleased with the progress, but know we have 

some ground to cover. We are still collecting cans and will even come pick 

them up if you have large quantities. Last month I spoke of a documentary 

“Mission: Appalachia”, filmed in 2009 about Red Bird Mission and most         

importantly the people of southeast Kentucky. We will have two evenings, one 

at Farrar and one at Mingo, coming soon to enjoy a meal together and then 

envelop ourselves in the lives of these folks from Appalachia. We will keep you 

all posted when we get these dates hammered out. Thanks again for your   

support! We look forward to seeing you all soon! 
 

Blessings, 

Jacob Nielsen  



 

 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

OCTOBER 
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding     

anniversary this month! 

2 Brock Kimberley 

3 Ruth Nielsen, Darlene Shaffer, Sandy (Hulse) Johnson 

4 Tim & Mary Hay Anniv., Janice Gregerson 

6 Debra (Gregerson) Pekarek 

9 Landon Sparks 

10 Matthew McKee 

11 Mike & Mary Murphy Anniv., Marilyn Leonard, Matthew Keeling 

13 Inge VanPeursem 

14 Dennis Gilbert, Jan Borts, Jocelyn Harder 

17 Donita Link 

19 Nancy (Carver) Singleton 

21 Karen (Borts) Zicco 

24 Tom & Susanne Stock 

28 Aaryn (Nielsen) Bennett 

31 Don & Becky Fuller 

If you have a correction or addition for our Birthday & Anniversary’s, please contact Denise Fick—

Fickdenise@aol.com 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Sat., November 5th—Mingo’s Harvest Dinner, serving from  5-7 pm, or carry-out from 4:30-5 pm 

Sun., November 6th—Daylight Savings Time ends 

Tue., November 8th—Election Day 

Fri., November 11th—Veteran’s Day 

Thur., November 24th—Thanksgiving 
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6—11 am 
FARRAR 
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Children’s 

Time 
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Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches 

Rev. Curtis DeVance 

PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 

CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: info@mingoumc.org 
Website: http://mingoumc.org 

Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 
Adult SS @ 9:45 am 

WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 
 

Rev. Curtis DeVance 
 Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites. 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 
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MINGO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ANNUAL HARVEST SUPPER 

 
Saturday, November 5, 2016   Serving 5:00 – 7:00 P.M. Carry-Out 4:30 – 5:00 p.m. Free-will donation 

TURKEY  & DRESSING, MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY, GREEN BEANS, APPLE SALAD,   

CARROTS & CELERY, DINNER ROLLS & BUTTER, PIE, COFFEE or MILK 

***Gluten-Free  Options *** 

Our Annual Turkey Supper is being put on this year as a fund-raiser and a fellowship project as we have had 
for thirty + years.  We hope each of you will take this opportunity for “another chance to serve our God”, donate 
to the supper and help where needed. 
 

***IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO DO THE ASSIGNED TASKS OR PROVIDE A DONATION AS LISTED, 

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN WITHOUT DELAY!!!!!!! *** 

PLANNING COMMITTEE:  Rodney Altes, Inge Van Puersem, Diana Halfhill, Dawn McKee, Mari-

lyn Matthews, Tawnya Vry 

NO SHIFTS, ALTERNATE AS NEEDED 

PUBLICITY:   Luanne Heffelfinger   25 posters & 385 fliers for bulk mailing for Mingo area.   

YARD SIGNS:  Bob Leonard – Update & Post signs 

ADVERTISING:  Marilyn Matthews – email to KCOB, Newton and Colfax papers, WHO Community 

Calendar, Mingo Parks & Rec 

POSTERS:  Bob Matthews   4 to Baxter – Mingo & Colfax businesses, Post Offices, etc. 

SANITATION:  Luanne contact Sanitation service to empty dumpster Thursday before supper  

FREE-WILL DONATION TABLE:  Barbara Leonard   Monitor money basket/box, give out num-

bers for supper line.  Need 1-250 for supper line, 1-100 for carryout.  Luanne Heffelfinger, direct traffic 

@ ramp door and carry-outs; supper line will be sent up to main area to pay and wait for call to eat, 

need 51-100# at ramp door. 

GREETERS AT BOTTOM OF RAMP OUTSIDE NURSERY ROOM DOOR:  Pastor Curtis & Pastor 

Celestine 

TRAFFIC DIRECTOR:  Rodney Altes    DINING ROOM DIRECTOR FOR SEATING:  Julie Warner 

SET-UP TABLES, CHAIRS AND SERVING TABLES – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4:  Rodney Altes, 

chairman plus any man present and able to help set up after church (layout on Janitor room door) 

 
SILVERWARE WRAP: Mildred Borts, chair; Marie Molyneux  

 
DECORATE & SET UP DINING AREA:   Janet Altes, chair;  Rodney Altes, Diana Halfhill, Lowell 

Halfhill, Dawn McKee, Lori Pease, Bob Pease 

Table cloths, placemats, silverware, salt & pepper, sugar & creamers, jars for spoons and 8 oz. cups 

on table for coffee, milk & water.  Set out trays and paper plates and put out chaffing pans on serving 

table. 

 
PROVIDE two 9” or three 8” PIES:  Theresa Berriman, chair;  Please have cooled pies to  

nursery before 2:30 p.m.  Want to cut pies around 3:30 p.m.  DO NOT HAVE TO BE HOME-

MADE !!!!!! 

Janet Altes  Jolene Brady  Marilyn Matthews  Tawnya Vry 

Donna Beals  Ione Cleverley  Dawn McKdee   Julie Warner   

Janet Beem  Diana Halfhill  Edith Patrick   Emma Weston  



 

 

Theresa Berriman   Jeri Heffelfinger    Lori Pease       

Jan Borts      Luanne Heffelfinger  Judy Rumbaugh 

 
PIE CUTTING: Theresa Berriman, Ione Cleverley, Dawn McKee, Edith Patrick 
  

PIE SERVING: Theresa Berriman, Dawn McKee 
 

TURKEY:  Rodney Altes, chairman; Marilyn Matthews  

GREEN BEANS:  Janet Altes, chair 

MAKE DRESSING & GRAVY:  Ione Cleverley, chair; Donna Beals, Inge Van Purseum, John Wes-

ton, Judy Rumbaugh 

POTATOES:  John Weston, chairman; Bill Berriman 

ROLLS & BUTTER:  Donna Beals, chair 

APPLE-MACARONI SALAD:  (Double Batch) Dawn McKee, chair; Carol Kimberley, Barbara Leonard  
 

RELISHES:  Lori Pease, chair 

DRINKS:  MAKE & SERVE COFFEE, MILK & WATER:  Ione Cleverley, Emma Weston, Diane Pols, 

Tawnya Vry             

CLEAN TABLES & RESET TABLES:  Kent McKee, chairman; Bob Pease and YF Youth to assist in 

carrying trays for guests as needed, pick up dirty dishes from tables, reset tables, etc.  Mike Brady to plan 

movie, etc. activity for children and youth.    

CLEAN-UP ROOM:  Bob Leonard, chairman; Bob Matthews, Kolbe McKee.  Take care of trash 

bags and clean trays for supper line. 

MEN:  Need any willing hands to keep kitchen cleaned up:  Bill Berriman, chairman, Darrell Pols, 

Carroll Rumbaugh 

 Do pots and pans, etc. as needed;   others assist as needed 

FOOD SERVING:  Marilyn Matthews, chair;  

    Food Item  Servers      

     Meat Entrée  Saralee SIckles/Lori Pease 

     Potatoes/Gravy Ashlee Hunter/Ellen Rhodes 

 Green Beans  Karen Foster/Diana Halfhill 

 Salad/Rolls  Janice Gregerson/Jerrica Beem 

 
TABLECLOTHS & DISH TOWELS:  Barbara Leonard Wash and return after supper 
 

FINAL CLEAN UP:   Everyone is needed to get things back in order after serving is completed. 

Take down decorations, put away salt, pepper, sugar, creamers, gather up tablecloths, put away tables & 

chairs, run vacuum and clean kitchen.  All food to be sent home with anyone who wants, if you want to 

make a donation, great.  Just needs to be removed from the church.  If we need to take some to Teen 

Challenge, can be decided that night. 

Leave 1 small and 2 large tables for SS Class in main hall, 2 tables in south classroom, remainder of ta-
bles either in storage room or furnace room on a cart.  Stack chairs on south wall or in south classroom 
on east wall.  Few chairs around Sunday School class tables.  Try to set up for Sunday School in a.m.!!! 



 

 

WORK SCHEDULE & GENERAL FYI’S 

 

 CHURCH WILL BE OPENED FOR DELIVERY OF ITEMS AT 8:00 A.M. 

 Cooks to decide times to start food, etc. when to be there 

 WORKERS TO CHURCH AT APPROPRIATE TIMES TO GET FOOD READY FOR THEIR       

AREAS 

 CARRY-OUT MEALS AVAILABLE @ 4:30 P.M. 

 SERVING LINE TO FOLLOW CARRY-OUTS APPROXIMATELY 5:00 P.M 

 

FOOD SERVING:  We will use cafeteria line, generous servings, but not overboard, refill if any 

guest requests.  ALL FOOD HANDLERS MUST WEAR PLASTIC GLOVES.  A BOX OF GLOVES 

AVAILABLE IN KITCHEN AND PIE ROOM. 

 

PIES:  Use nursery to cut & serve pies.  Cut 9” pies into 8 slices, 8” pies into 6 pieces.  On serving 

table put like kinds of pie together, when we mix them up it makes guest’s decision more difficult.  

Two people at serving table to assist guest in making choice & help with cool whip.  Serving line 

guide will direct guests into nursery to choose their pie. 

 

TABLE SERVERS/CLEANERS/RESET:  YF YOUTH/KENT MCKEE/BOB PEASE:  1 or 2 available 

to carry trays for guests as needed.  Tubs for cleaning off tables; reset table with placemats, plastic 

ware, extra napkins, 8 oz. cups.  These supplies will be located with Drink Station or on east      

cabinets in main area or on cabinet in south class room. 

 

********CLEANERS PLEASE WAIT UNTIL GUESTS HAVE LEFT THE TABLE BEFORE           

REMOVING DIRTY DISHES.  THOSE HANDLING DIRTY DISHES SHOULD NOT RESET   

TABLES *********************** 

 

S.S. TEACHERS:  HAVE YOUR SUPPLIES PUT AWAY FOR SUPPER AFTER CLASS ON SUNDAY 

BEFORE DINNER.  Can use some of those white plastic tablecloths for coverage. 
 

LIST OF YOUTH: 

Ethan Brady  Kolbe McKee  Kendra Young   Caleb Heffelfinger 

Austin Brady   Lily McKee  Keslie Young 

Jerrica Beem  Brooke Pease   Melanie Vry  

 

The PLANNING COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO HAS ASSISTED US IN 

ANY WAY.  IT TAKES ALL OF US.  IF YOU HAVE ANY ADJUSTMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS, WE 

WELCOME YOUR INPUT. 



 

 

DUTIES OF EACH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

 

NO ONE IS EXPECTED TO PAY FOR THESE PURCHASES, THEY ARE ALL REIMBURSABLE 

 
PUBLICITY: Make 25 Posters for Poster Committee 

  Print 385 Fliers for bulk mailing for Mingo area and mail the week before dinner 

 
ADVERITISING:   Make contact to KCOB, Advertiser, Newton Daily News, and Jasper County 

Tribune.  Save the Date Notice in papers by the middle of August.  Turkey Supper ads to be in papers 

and on radio 1st week in October. 

 
POSTERS: To Baxter, Mingo & Colfax businesses, Post Offices, Community Park & Rec 

 
SET-UP TABLES:   Usually done Thursday evening before dinner.  Tablecloths with pads, place-

mats, plastic ware, salt/pepper, sugar & creamers, 8 oz. cups, extra spoons in mason jars, extra nap-

kins on table, table decorations.  Set out brown trays, large plates, put out chaffing pans on serving ta-

ble, put out pie racks. 

 
TURKEY:   Order 12-25 pound turkeys to be prepared by HyVee catering.  Chairman to pick-up pre-

pared turkey on Saturday of dinner.  Turn bill into church treasurer for reimbursement 

 
DRESSING/GRAVY:  Buy ingredients for both dressing/gravy, turn bill into Church treasurer for 

reimbursement.  Locate your pans & utensils for mixing, baking and serving.  There is a recipe available 

for this.  Dawn & Jan will work on Gluten-Free gravy (maybe dressing, too) 

 
POTATOES:   Purchase potato mix.  The brand used is IDAHOAN, may be purchased at Hy-Vee 

or Walmart.  Need 1 case, Buttery Homestyle, Gluten-Free, & 3 lbs. stick butter.  Turn your bill into 

Church treasurer for reimbursement.  Locate your utensils for mixing, boiling water and serving.  Use 

stovetop directions. 

 
GREEN BEANS:  Have been traditionally donated by Janet Altes, (60 qts).  Locate pans and 

bowls for warming/serving.  Add additives for seasoning. 

 
SALAD:  Have used Apple-Macaroni Salad, recipe available for this.  Purchase ingredients for this, 

turn bill into Church treasurer for reimbursement.  Locate your utensils for mixing and storage.  Use 

covered 4 oz. bowls for both carry-outs and serving for supper.  May fill ahead and serve them from the 

table.  Also helps for carry-outs.  Janice G will order bowls.   

RELISHES:  Chairman will purchase baby carrots and celery; need 4 pounds of each. 

ROLLS/BUTTER:  Order and buy rolls & butter. (24 doz. And 5# stick butter).  Use salad plates to 

put two whole sticks on each table (10 tables).  Need zip-lock bags (100) for carry-outs.  Turn bill into 

Church treasurer for reimbursement. 

DRINKS:   Purchase coffee, milk & ice.  Turn bill into Church treasurer for reimbursement.  Get 
coolers, pitchers, carafes’.  Develop work station in west entryway and on northeast counter in main 
dining room.  Milk, Coffee, Ice, Bags. 



 

 

PIE:  Plan number of kinds of pies, have previously used sign -up sheet for this.  Have check off 

list available  

when delivered.  Plates/boxes available from paper supplies. 

 
PLASTICWARE:  Purchase 300 at The Party Store in Ankeny.    Turn bill into church treasurer 

for reimbursement. 

 
PAPER PRODUCTS: 

 
 Divided plates, 9” – 300;  carry-out boxes, 75; large napkins – 600; pie boxes – 1 bag;  

 8 oz. cups – 500;    6” salad plates – 300-400;  

 Placemats through party store – 300 

 Heavy duty garbage bags – 3 large boxes 

 Plastic ware – 300 

 Covered 4 oz. bowls through Janice Gregerson 

 
CLEANING/TRASH STATION:   Bob Leonard, chairman; Develop in west entry area. 

 
CLEANING TABLES AFTER EATING/RESET TABLES FOR NEXT GUESTS: Kent McKee, 

chairman; 

 Bob Pease and church youth. Organize plan of operation        

 
 

(Grocery list on proceeding page) 



 

 

GROCERY LIST FOR EACH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN TO PURHASE ITEMS NEEDED FOR 

THEIR AREA.  PLEASE CHECK KITCHEN SUPPLIES BEFORE PURCHING YOUR           

GROCERIES. 

 
Turkeys   12 25 pounds 

Dressing 

Herb-seasoned cubes  14 bags 

Bread    14  sandwich loaves (white only) 

Onions     3 one-pound bags 

Celery     4 bags 

Eggs     4 dozen, extra large 

Chicken Base    4 jars powder, found in soup section 

Sage     3  cans 

Salt     1 box 

Pepper     1  can, large 

Pam Spray    2 cans 

Parkay     4 pounds, stick 

Heavy Foil    3 rolls 

Potatoes    2 cases IDAHOAN Buttery Homestyle, glute-free (10-pkg/case) 

Parkay     2    pounds, stick 

Gravy 

Kitchen Bouquet   3 bottles for gravy 

Chicken    1 Medium size for gravy 

Flour     5 pounds gluten-free 

RELISHES 

Baby carrots    4 pounds 

Celery     3 bags 

ROLLS    24 dozen 

Butter     4 pounds (cut into thirds to place on tables-2/table) 

Drinks 

Coffee     3 pound Folgers Decaf 

Milk     3 gallons (2-2% and 1 whole) 

Sugar     1 box (check cabinet may be some on hand) 

Splenda    1 box (check cabinet may be some on hand) 

Creamer    1 box (check cabinet may be some on hand) 

Ice      3  25 pound bags 

Pie 

Cool Whip    2 large for pies 

Misc 

Sterno     6  cans for warmers      

 


