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Advent and Christmas 
 

 Later in his career, the British actor, A.E. Matthews, found himself dealing with occasional    
forgetfulness. In a play in which he was cast, Matthews was in a scene in which he walked across a 
room, answered  the phone  and engaged in conversation, the content of which was crucial to the 
plot.  When he picked up the phone, his mind went blank. He looked at the other actor on stage 
and said, “It’s for you.” 
 “It’s for you,” is not a request or a question. “It’s for you,” is a straightforward statement, 
which on the surface seems easy to understand.  Many of my fondest memories are of Christmas’ 
past, when my family gathered around the Christmas tree to open presents. During those times 

our daughters had difficulty containing their enthusiasm.  You see in our family we have a  tradition of not marking 
the presents with the name of the intended recipient. Only the person who placed the gift under the tree knew 
whose present it was. Of course the bigger boxes and packages drew the most attention and few days would go by 
without Krista or Michelle asking, “Is the big one for me?”-----Well, OK, maybe it was me that kept asking that     
question.  In any case, we knew there were no mistakes under the Christmas tree.  Each of us knew for certain that 
each and every gift was intentionally chosen, purchased, wrapped and given in the spirit of love. We also knew that 
sooner or later, (joy of joys), someone would place a gift in front of us and say it’s for you.  
 A little over two thousand years ago the world anxiously awaited the gift of the Messiah.  Like all children they 
could hardly contain their excitement. They knew of the prophecies, they knew the gift was on the way so they 
searched high and low hoping to find a gift wrapped Messiah with their name on him. Old Testament scriptures     
recorded that every once in a while they thought that they had found him.  But as soon as the bows and wrappings 
came off, they were disappointed.  
 Then one night in the distant hills near Bethlehem, (Joy of Joys) the world heard the long awaited news.  “Don’t be 
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been 
born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”  IT’S FOR YOU!  Just as it has been prophesied by Isaiah, He will be called;       
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  God has given us the perfect gift; one that 
never ages, never needs batteries, never disappoints, never goes out of style and best of all, you can take Him with 
you wherever you go. 
 So rejoice all you Heavenly Hosts. Rejoice you citizens of the realm of glory. Rejoice good Christian friends with 
heart and soul and voice; now we hear the endless bliss: News, News! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heavens door, and you are blessed for evermore. Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this. 
(United Methodist Hymnal, page 224) 
 I can think of no better way to begin our relationship than to share this Good News with you. God’s ultimate cure 
for the common life takes you to the babe in Bethlehem. Immanuel.  Remember the promise of the angel?  “Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23).  
Immanuel.  The name appears in Hebrew form as it did two thousand years ago.  Immanu means “with us.” El refers 
to Elohim, or God.  He came as the “with us God.” Not an “above us God,” or a “somewhere in the neighborhood 
God.”  Not “God with the rich” or “God with the religious.”  But God with us. All of us.  All of us. Russians, Germans, 
Buddhist, Mormons, truck drivers, taxi drivers and librarians.  (Max Lucado, From: Cure for the Common Life.) 
May you have a blessed Advent Season and a Merry Christmas.  
 Oh, and please don’t forget to unwrap the most important gift of all.  It’s the perfect gift and “It’s for you.” 
Grace and Peace to you and to all those you love. 

-Pastor Duane 



 

 

        FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — NOVEMBER 2016 
 

     Mike Murphy called the Nov. 14th Farrar Church Board Meeting to order at 7:00.  Pastor Duane         

Skidmore gave an opening prayer.  Those present in addition to Mike and Pastor Duane were Norm          

Mc Coy, Harold Long, Fred Link, TJ Craig, Ed Craig, Mary Craig, Cindy Lorius, Shonda Hay, Karen Carney, 

and Betty Byers.  Betty read the Oct. secretary’s report.  Mary moved and Karen seconded to approve the      

report as read.  Motion carried.  Fred gave the Oct. treasurer’s report as follows:  Balance carried forward 

10/01/16: $XX,XXX.XX.  Deposits: $  X,XXX.XX.  Total balance + Deposits: $XX,XXX.XX.                                     

Total Disbursed: $ X,XXX.XX.  Balance on hand 11/01/16: $XX,XXX.XX 

     By consensus, it was decided to table any discussion about completing the basement remodeling until 

Mike can talk to Warren about what plans he had. 

     Harold moved and Fred seconded to pay half the cost, $XX.XX, for Emma Hay to attend a Riverside       

Lutheran Retreat.  Motion carried. 

     Mary C. has organized readers for the Advent Wreath.  The Christ candle and reading will be done at 

the Christmas Program, Dec. 18th, and at the church service Christmas day.  Hanging of the greens will be 

Nov. 27th after church with a light lunch served.  We need all who can help. 

     The Pastor Parish Relations Committee reported the District Superintendent suggested that we       

consider hiring a full time pastor for the Mingo-Farrar Parish.  After discussion, Shonda offered to send 

out a survey to see what people in the church think about this possible change. 

     A new microphone was purchased for Pastor Duane to use.  The rest of the system is being revaluated.  

Brian Mc Coy will give us his opinion and Chris Heydon is also gathering some information. 

     The Nomination Committee for church positions still needs to fill three positions; board chair person, 

church historian, and lay member to annual conference.  They will be working on these.  Be ready to say 

yes when asked. 

     Thanks to Norm for filling the cracks in the sidewalk and steps recently. 

     Plans are being made for a confirmation class to include 7th grade students and older.  Look for more 

information on dates and times later.  Contact Pastor Duane or Shonda Hay if you are interested. 

     Mary moved and Harold seconded to send the $100 monthly local mission giving to the Maxwell Food 

Pantry.  Motion carried.  Mary moved and Shonda seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  

The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.  Thanks to Mike and Mary for bringing cake.  
 

Betty Byers, Secretary 

Save The Date—Farrar UMC Annual      

Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 18th @ 4 pm—                   

Birthday cake & special gifts to share, following the program.  



 

 

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — NOVEMBER 2016 
 

The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., November 16th at 6:00 pm with Bob Matthews, Janice 

Gregerson, Bob Leonard, Chubb Borts, Marilyn Matthews, Kent McKee, Rodney Altes, Luanne Heffelfinger, Carol 

Kimberley, Jolene Brady, and Pastor Skidmore present.  
 

The meeting was led by Chairperson Bob Leonard and he opened with a prayer.  Carol moved to accept last 

month's secretarial report as was printed in the newsletter.  Motion was seconded by Luanne and passed. 
 

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Expenses were $X,XXX.XX, plus Farrar                      

reimbursement for October in $XXX.XX; making a total balance of $X,XXX.XX on October 31st.  Luanne's request for 

approval of report was seconded by Marilyn. Approval given. 
 

Janice G. reported that funeral meal plans have been discussed and are in place. 
 

For new business, discussion was held regarding church bulletins. These are purchased through Cokesbury and are 

shipped out in 3-month increments.  Questions were raised as to if a bulletin would be needed each Sunday. It was 

decided that the bulletins are still needed because they contain important information for the week and month 

ahead, as well as offer a backup in case the projection system doesn't work.  Discussion then moved to the       

question of if we should keep the yearly contract with Cokesbury, or print our own bulletins on plain white paper 

to save money.  We could still order full-color bulletins for special occasions such as Christmas, Easter, etc. Luanne 

will check with Cokesbury to see what terms are on our account and if we are paid through the year, or how the 

billing cycle is configured. After some discussion, Janice G. made a motion to continue with Cokesbury bulletins for 

now until more information is gathered.  Bob M. seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

Carol K. reported that the "Bad Girls of the Bible" book study was very successful, with 16-17 people attending 

each week.  She has received lots of favorable feedback. 
 

Rodney reported that a new refrigerator, coffee maker, and dual roaster has been purchased for the church     

kitchen.  The kitchen wiring has also been completed. 
 

The Adopt-A-Family project is now underway. Carol K. shared that it was decided our church can support 2 families 

this year. We have been assigned Family #1 with 2 children and Family #8, with 5 children.  Carol will make sheets 

for each child and will have the sign-up sheets located at the back of the church this year, instead of passing 

around a clipboard. This will be an easier way to ensure that everyone has a chance to see the materials and sign 

up if they wish.  Carol is also planning to send around a clipboard to sign up for scripture readers and greeters for 

2017 rotations. 
 

Discussion was held regarding the Turkey Supper funds and if a portion of the proceeds should be donated to help 

a local family that suffered a house fire, or make a donation to the Red Bird Mission trip that both Farrar and    

Mingo youth and adults will be attending this coming summer.  Janice G. made a motion to table the discussion 

until more information is available.  Luanne seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Marilyn shared her updated list for the Mingo Calling Tree for inclement weather.  Jolene noted that texts and 

emails could be sent to the majority of church members on the list.  Pastor Duane will call both Mingo & Farrar 

board presidents (if one church cancels, both will be canceled).  Bob L. will then call Jolene to activate the 

chain.  She will send out a mass notification on both email and text message.  Marilyn will call the 5 remaining 

members who still need a traditional phone call.  An updated list will be printed in the church newsletter. 
 

Discussion was held regarding the time that the Children's Moment is scheduled during the Sunday worship        

service. The group agreed that it should be moved back further into the service as it once was -- right before   

scripture reading -- so the children can be present for the first part of the service before heading downstairs to the 

nursery if they wish.  Pastor Duane has made a note of this.  (Minutes continued on the  following page.) 



 

 

MINGO UMC Board Minutes continued… 
 

Jolene shared that Lori Pease is planning to decorate the church for the Advent / Christmas season on Sat., Nov. 
26th at 10:00 am.  Anyone is welcome to help.  She has some new decorations to use this year, as well.  Poinsettia 
orders are still being taken and will be purchased from Goode's Greenhouse.  Jolene will update the Poinsettia  
Memorial list and have the bulletin inserts ready.  The poinsettias will not be displayed in the  sanctuary until after 
the children's Sunday school Christmas program on Sun., Dec. 4th.  The program snow date will be the following 
Sunday, on Dec. 11th.  Communion Sunday will be moved to the following Sunday to avoid the program day.  A 
traditional Christmas Carol Sing-Along is planned for Saturday, Dec. 10th from 6-8 pm.  Singing will take place from 
6-7 pm, with food & fellowship to be enjoyed from 7-8 pm.  The Sunday school Christmas party is planned for   
Sunday, Dec. 18th during Sunday school time.  The youth Sunday school classes will not meet on Christmas Day or 
New Year's Day.  Pastor Duane noted that there will be a regular church service on Sunday   morning Dec. 25th - 
Christmas Day. 

 

Bob M. reported that he is ordering peanuts for the traditional treat bags to be handed out at the Christmas Eve 
service held at Mingo on Sat., Dec. 24th at 7:00 pm.  Janice G. will have the apples and Bob L. will provide the 
sacks, as usual.  They will plan on 125 treat bags.  Pastor Duane noted that he will prepare a Christmas Eve order of 
service that will include our traditional candle-lighting and lots of music. 

 

Marilyn M. questioned Pastor Duane about his local mission project that he had worked on at a previous church 
and if it might be something that our church could also support through missions.  Pastor indicated that he worked 
on a private mission (it was not assigned a mission number through the Conference) called the "Shower             
Trailer."  The trailer travels to disaster sites to offer clean showers for workers and disaster victims.  Some items 
that are needed are gas cards or monetary donations to cover traveling expenses, as well as towels, body wash 
and shampoo.  Marilyn suggested that we also be thinking about giving a Christmas donation to our Uganda sister 
church. Jolene will ask Jeri Ann & Saralee what gift might be the best -- either internet access or a Christmas meal 
like we have done in the past, or if they have another idea that will best meet their current needs. 

 

Pastor Duane supplied board members with his itemized record for the past month, which indicated visitation 
hours, mileage and various duties.  He explained that the churches will be investigating different data to see if a 
full-time minister could be supported.  Pastor Duane will be with us until July 2017.  Pastor also shared that he is 
planning on having a Confirmation class this year for Mingo & Farrar youth in 7th grade and above. Farrar will have 
7 students and Mingo will have 4 students, to make a class of 11 total students. Pastor looked into two different 
sets of learning materials through Cokesbury. The class will most likely begin in January and run for approx. 8 
weeks, with Confirmation Sunday taking place near Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.  Kent McKee has volunteered 
to help Pastor with the class this year.  More information will be coming soon. 

 

Looking ahead to next month's calendar, it was determined that the Dec. board meeting should be moved to the 
2nd week of the month, rather than the third week, so it would not interfere with everyone's busy Christmas  
preparations.  Kent made the motion to move the next board meeting to Wed., Dec. 14th at 6:00pm.  Rodney    
seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

Carol K. moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $XXX.XX be given to Bidwell                       
Riverside.  Motion was seconded by Chubb.  Bob M. moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Janice 
G.  All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.   

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary  



 

 

How to Receive Our Church Newsletter: 
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at  

http://farrarumc.org     or    http://mingoumc.org 
 

Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when you come     
to church. 
 

However, if you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter electronically, and 
want to continue to receive a printed copy in your home  mailbox, and have not already     
contacted us, please send your name and address to:  UMC Newsletter Communications, 
8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA  50135 or email us at: info@mingoumc.org 
 

Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition! 

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have 

asked us to help them.  They sent us necklaces, wrap 

bracelets and earrings they have  handmade. There is 

a beautiful range of colors and styles.      

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings 

are $5.  This helps the women become more      

self-sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these 

available for a few months, so be thinking about the upcoming holidays or other   special occasions.   

Contact Jeri or  Jolene at Mingo if you are interested. 

http://farrarumc.org/
http://mingoumc.org/


 

 

FARRAR Rotations 
 

Greeters: Dani & Jay Steenhoek family 
 

Scripture Reader     Children’s Time: 

Dec. 4    Betty B.   Amy L. 
Dec. 11  Denise F.  Michelle F. 
Dec. 18  Dani S.   Dani S. 
Dec. 25  Cindy L.   Pastor Skidmore 
 

MINGO Rotations 
 

Scripture Reader          Greeters 

Dec. 4   Christmas Program - Youth lead 
Dec. 11  Diana H.    Lowell & Diana H. 
Dec. 18  Bob L.     Jeri H. & Marie M. 
Dec. 25  Jeri H.     Craig & Julie W. 
    

The rotation schedule for 2017 - scripture readers,    
greeters, and children’s time - included in your upcoming 
January newsletter. 

FUNERAL LUNCHEON POLICY - FARRAR UMW (NOV. 2016) 
 

The Farrar United Methodist Women will be available to purchase supplies, 
prepare and serve a lunch before or after a funeral or memorial service at the 
Farrar United Methodist Church.  The following policies have been established 
to help organize this: 

If the family wants sandwiches served, it is customary for the family to pay 
for the meat, buns, cheese, lettuce, condiments, and chips.  UMW can 
purchase these items or the family can provide them. 

Sandwiches, and a variety of salads and desserts are usually served. 
The UMW will provide the salads, desserts, a variety of drinks and all paper 

products required. 
The church basement will be cleaned before and after, tables set and food 

served by the UMW. 
 A donation to the United Methodist Women is customary for these services.  

A suggested range might be:   
        50 people            $100 
                    100 people           $200 
                    125 people           $225 
We will need an estimate of how many people could be at the lunch.  To 

make arrangements, call one of the Funeral Chairpersons while making 
funeral or memorial arrangements. 

 Funeral Chairpersons: 
               Karen Carney       515-201-1758 or 515-387-8891 



 

 

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by 
contacting either Pastor Duane Skidmore, Mary Murphy 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  At that point, Jolene will 
send out the prayer request on email and text. Mary will 
make the traditional phone calls. Both church’s have options 
on their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer     
requests.  
 
When a  prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will ask the recipients if 
it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or two for an update on their         
condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.   
 
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year, with our next meeting to 
come sometime in October.  Members will be contacted when the time is closer.   
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please contact 
Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady. 
 
 

Farrar Contact:      Mingo Contact: 
Mary Murphy           Jolene Brady 

mlmurphy397@msn.com         Jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-967-0501       515-508-9009 

 

Prayer Concerns for December 
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers: 

The family of Sharon Deaton 
The family of Judy Floss 

The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady 
Kevin & Jan Borts 
Mishel Johnson 

Carrol & Donna Shissler's nephew 
Lynette Maher 

Jim & Helen Anderson family (house fire) 
Des Moines Police 

Bob Moreland 
Sonny Deaton 

Karie White (friend of Ashley McKee Rude) 
Denise (Karie White's mother) 

Jim Mumford 

Local Christian Concerts  
For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts coming to 

central Iowa, check out this website: 

http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/ 

mailto:mlmurphy397@msn.com


 

 

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL—Flat Jesus: Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with 
you on your daily adventures!  You can share your pictures with us by texting them 
to Jolene at 515-508-9009 or emailing communications@mingoumc.org.  If anyone 
needs laminating paper, please bring your Flat Jesus to church and we can laminate 
him for you.  PLEASE CUT OUT your Flat Jesus so he looks like a figure -- that makes 
for better pictures!  Check out the "Flat Jesus Adventures" tab on our church web-
site!  www.mingoumc.org  

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Our Christmas program will be Sunday, Dec. 4th @ 
10:45 am during the regular church service. Our snow 
date will be the following Sunday, Dec. 11th.  Our 
Sunday school Christmas party will be Sunday, Dec. 
18th.  There will be NO youth Sunday school on Dec. 
25th or Jan. 1st.   

 
 

 
 

 
During our November meeting we assembled & delivered cookie & fruit plates to 
area residents. We discussed how important it is to be thankful and not taking 
things for granted. We were reminded to read the Bible daily....even if it's just one 
verse to start with. Our next meeting will be our annual Christmas party on Sat. 
Dec.10th from 3:30-6:00 pm. There will be a gift exchange....gender neutral gifts 
and limit of $5. Also we will have a Crazy Christmas Sock contest....dig out your 
Christmas socks or decorate a pair yourself! We are invited to stay at 
the church for the Christmas Carol Sing-Along from 6 - 8:00 pm.  Have a safe & 
Merry Christmas and very happy New Year!   Our next meeting will be Sat., Jan. 
14th.  Our group is made up of 7-12 grades +.  

 
Any questions please contact Kent & Dawn at  

kedamckee@netscape.com or call (515) 681-5711. 
 

NEXT MEETING IS SATURDAY, January 14th at 3:30 pm 



 

 

The Farrar United Methodist Women met November 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Farrar Church. Betty Byers opened with the Bible verse of the month and 
the mission focus from the Prayer Calendar. A thinking of you card was 
signed for Done Mae Payne. Mary Craig gave the Response Moment. She 
told of a church in Michigan that have an all week camp for children who have 
a parent that is incarcerated and also told of a program in South Carolina 
called Limitless. Betty Byers gave the World Thanks offering lesson with an 
offering taken following the lesson. 

 

President, Betty Byers opened the business meeting. Roll call answered by 9 members  
responding to what they are thankful for. Secretary's report was read and approved. Treasurer, Marilyn 
Heydon gave the treasurer's report. Balance carried forward of $189.30. 
 

Expenses were $59.90 and deposits totaled $429.40 less $133.00 taken out to be used 
for gifts to people who have been in the hospital. Ending balance November 1, 2016 off $296.40. Marcia 
Nielsen made motion, seconded by Shonda Hay, to approve the report. Carried. 
 

Old business: Funeral Lunch Policy was passed out and looked over for changes. Marilyn 
Heydon made motion, seconded by Peggy Vespestad, to approve the Funeral Lunch Policy. 
Carried. 
 

Harvest Breakfast went well and there were no issues to take care of. 
 

New business:  UMW Christmas Potluck will be December 4 at 5:30 p.m. Bring a meat and covered dish.  
 

Farrar Church Christmas program will be December 18 at 4:00 p.m. Those who volunteered to bring an 
angel food cake are: Shonda, Karen, Mary C., Betty, Peggy, Carolyn, Pat Fick and Janet Stewart. 
 

We need 8 dozen cookies for the Maxwell Food Pantry. Volunteers to provide 2 dozen cookies are Mary 
C., Karen, Marcia and Betty by December 18. 
 

Betty Byers to find out if Bidwell-Riverside needs toys for Christmas. 
 

Farrar Sunday School is collecting hats and mittens for the Women's Resource Center in 
Des Moines. They need them by December 11. 
 

Hanging of the Greens will be November 27th with a light lunch to follow. 
 

There is no January meeting. Next meeting will be February 20, 2017. 
 

Meeting closed by all saying Our Purpose. Carolyn Link served a pumpkin cake. 
         

                            Carolyn Link, Secretary 



Poinsettias may be taken home after the Christmas Eve service.  Thank you for supporting 
this project to make our church beautifully decorated for this special time of year.

POINSETTIAS PROVIDED BY:                        IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF:

Rodney & Janet Altes                            Our Parents
Kevin & Jan Borts                                 Carolyn McGregor & Frosty Borts
Brady Family                                         Trenton Brady
Ione Cleverley                                       John Cleverley
Janice Gregerson                                   Husband & Parents
Lowell & Diana Halfhill                        Parents & Leonard Halfhill
Heffelfinger Family                               Parents & Granddaughter
Larry Hulse                                           Rosemary Hulse
Ashley Hunter                                       My Dad, Bruce Baldwin
David & Carol Kimberley                     Our Loved Ones
Bob & Barbara Leonard                        Our Parents
Bob & Marilyn Matthews                     Our Fathers
Kent & Dawn McKee                           Our Parents
Pease Family                                          Clem, Rachel & Eleanor Bennett
Carroll & Judy Rumbaugh                    Our Parents
Saralee Sickles                                        Zatha Renner
Pastor Duane & Sheryll Skidmore         Our Parents
Clara Sparks                                          Delmar Sparks

~ 2016 ~

Christmas Poinsettias

THE WHITE POINSETTIAS ARE IN HONOR OF OUR CHURCH MEMBERS THAT HAVE

PASSED AWAY IN 2016 — TRENTON BRADY, SHARON DEATON & JACKIE OSBORN.



 

 



 

 

 As the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ      
approaches, and Thanksgiving comes to an end, 

we are busy with family gatherings, maybe shopping, and attempting to tie up loose ends before 
the New Year. More importantly we need to take the time to reflect and remember the reason we 
are so fortunate to be here on this Earth. In chapter 4 of Joshua, the Lord told Joshua to select 12 
men, one from each tribe of Israel, to get a stone from the middle of the Jordan River. Next, the 
priests bring them back to where they were to camp that evening. This may have seemed like an      
insignificant task in the grand goal of conquering the land, but their focus was on the Lord. With all 
of the festivities, family gatherings, and shopping, make sure to set aside time for God in all of his 
glory and continue HIS work and share HIS word!  The Red Bird Mission Team presents: 

“Mission Appalachia” 
The Story of Red Bird 

 

Farrar UMC 

Saturday, Jan. 21 

5:30 pm dinner, with movie be-

ginning at 6:45 pm 

Ham dinner 
 

--FREE WILL DONATION— 
 

Mingo UMC 

Sunday, Jan. 29 

Following worship service 

Soup lunch 
 

We are excited to show everyone an     

inside look at the history, the people, and 

the everyday operations within the Red 

Bird Mission Work Camp! We look       

forward to seeing you there! 



 

 

Mingo United Methodist Women’s Satellite Circle 
 

The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle met at the church on Wednesday, November 9, 2016 
at 10:00 am. There were eight members attending. 
 
President Janice Gregerson opened the meeting with the Purpose. Secretary Clara 
read the minutes.  Treasurer Edith read the treasurer’s report.  All was approved as 
read.  She then collected money for the World Thanksgiving offering and Bidwell.   
 
“Missing You” cards were signed and sent to Phyllis B., Fern H., Betty A., and Bonnie 
M. Emma gave the lesson on “Mothers”. She read many poems and we all related to 
our mothers and how life has changed. 
 
Chubb served lunch to Janice G., Ione C., Emma W., Clara S., Betty K., Edith P. and   
Donna B. 
 

Clara Sparks, Secretary 

WEATHER-RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mingo Calling Tree 

Pastor Skidmore will call both Mingo & Farrar 
board presidents (Bob Leonard & Mike Murphy). 

Bob will then call Jolene Brady to activate the 
chain.   

Jolene will send out a mass notification on both 
email and texting (cell phone). 
 

A traditional phone call will be made to those unable to receive emails or 
text messages. Marilyn Matthews will call: 

 Janice Gregerson  641-249-4083 

 Sonny Deaton  641-363-4230 

 Edith Patrick  641-377-2752 

 Betty Karns  641-417-8531 

 Inge Van Peursem  641-792-7833 



 

 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

DECEMBER 
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding     

anniversary this month! 

2 Bonnie Means 

3 Betty Byers 

4 Tedi Hay, Pastor Gary Armstrong 

5 Debbie Jackson 

6 Claire Vespestad 

7 Pastor Daniel Jenks 

10 Paige Vespestad, Lydia Vespestad 

11 Miriam McCoy, Carroll Shissler, Carol Rumbaugh 

12 Doug Gilbert 

14 Mike VanPeursem 

16 Mitch Vespestad 

18 Nicole Craig 

20 Dani Steenhoek, Lincoln Brady 

22 Dennis & Donna Gilbert Anniversary 

23 Janet Clement 

24 Don Fuller 

26 Austin Brady 

27 Jenny Heydon 

28 Clayton Byers, Peggy Vespestad, Cindy Lorius 

29 Jerry Schiermeister 

31 Liz Nielsen, Tabetha & Paige Gathercole 

Farrar UMC  

We will take a final collection on the evening of 

DECEMBER 4th at the UMW  POTLUCK.



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 2 3 
 

Farrar Men’s 
Prayer    

Breakfast 
Pastor reads 
The Christ-

mas 
Story 
8 am 

 

 Christmas Day worship services will be held at the regular 
time, at both churches. 

 

 Advent Sunday began Nov. 27th, and runs through   
Christmas Day. 

 

 NOTE MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL: Snow date for the   
Christmas program is Dec. 11.  Also, there is no youth S.S. 
on Dec. 25th or Jan. 1 

4 
 

Communion 
 

Farrar COC 
meeting 

 

Farrar UMW 
Potluck 
5:30 pm 

 

Mingo       
Christmas    
program 

5 
 

6 7 
 
 
 
 

8 9 10 
 

RUSH YF 
3:30 pm 

 
Christmas 
sing-along, 

Mingo,        
6-8 pm 

 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

Farrar 
Board mtg. 

7 pm 

13 

 

 

14 
 

Mingo UMW 
10 am 

 

Mingo Board 
meeting         
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Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches 

Rev. Duane Skidmore  

PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 

CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: info@mingoumc.org 
Website: http://mingoumc.org 

Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 
Adult SS @ 9:45 am 

WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 
 

Pastor Duane Skidmore  
 Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites. 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 
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