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 January 1st, New Years Day marks the beginning of the Season of Epiphany on our 
liturgical calendar. Basically, the word Epiphany means something like a surprising     
discovery, a moment when you suddenly feel that you understand, or suddenly become 
conscious of, something that is very important to you. The general topic of the        
Epiphany and the season that follows is Jesus’ manifestation of Himself as God. (The 
word epiphany is Greek for manifestation, and we use it to mean realization.) In most 
churches, Bible readings and sermons during this time of the year deal with Jesus’    

identity. 
 

 The season will cover a total of nine Sundays ending on February 26th which is Transfiguration      
Sunday and also the Sunday before the Season of Lent begins. During Epiphany we will hear the stories:  
Of the wise men from the East who followed the star  (Matthew 2:1-12) 
The baptism of Jesus                                                             (Matthew 3:13-17) 
John the Baptist tells the world who Jesus is                   (John 1:29-42) 
How Jesus called His Disciples                                             (Matthew 4:12-23) 
The Sermon on the Mount----part 1                                   (Matthew  5:1-12) 
The Sermon on the Mount----part 2                                   (Matthew 5:13-20) 
The Sermon on the Mount----part 3                                   (Matthew 5:21-37) 
The Sermon on the Mount----part 4                                   (Matthew 5:38-48) 
The Transfiguration                                                               (Matthew 17:1-9) 
 

 A couple of year ago Sheryll and I were sitting on the square in Pella, 
minding our own business and enjoying an old fashioned cinnamon roll, 
when a member of one of the Christian Reformed Churches approached us 
with a tape recorder and a camera. He was interviewing    random strangers 
on the street asking them the following question.  “When I say the word 
‘commitment’, what do you think of?”  My first response was marriage and 
as answers go, I     suppose it was an ok answer. The problem is that I’m one 
of those people that can always think of a better answer after it’s too late.  
What I wish I had said is this: Commitment is always born out of love. And 
the level of our commitment is unavoidably tied to the depth of our love. It is that total commitment 
born out of love that keeps a relationship alive and vital.  
 

What does this have to do with Epiphany?  The Season of Epiphany is all about getting to know who and 
what Jesus is all about; so here it is in a nut shell. 
 

If you want to know who God is, look at Jesus. If you want to know what it means to be human, look at 
Jesus. If you want to know what grief is, look at Jesus. If you want to know what love is, look at Jesus. 
And go on looking until you're not just a spectator, but you're actually part of the drama, which has Him 
as the central character.       - Pastor Duane 



 

 

        FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — DECEMBER 2016 
 

     Mike Murphy called the Dec. 12, 2016 Farrar Church Board Meeting to order at 7:00. Pastor Duane 

Skidmore gave the opening prayer.  Those present in addition to Mike and Pastor Duane, were Denise 

Fick, Betty Byers, Cindy Lorius, TJ Craig, Norm Mc Coy, Ed Craig, Mary Craig, Karen Carney, and Fred Link.  

Betty read the Nov. secretary’s report.  Karen moved to approve it as read with Fred seconding.  Motion 

carried.  Fred gave the following treasurer’s report:  Balance carried forward Nov. 1st $xx,xxx.xx,            

Deposits $x,xxx.xx, Total Bal. + Deposits $xx,xxx.xx, Disbursements $x,xxx.xx, Balance on hand Dec. 1st 

$xx,xxx.xx.  Betty moved and Mary seconded to approve the report.  Motion carried. 

     Pastor Duane reported on his activities.  He has been putting in approximately 41 hours per week on 

church business and activities in his first couple months.  He has met with Dawn McKee about the           

up- coming confirmation classes.  When they meet Friday, Dec. 16th, Denise will join them as the Farrar 

representative.  He talked about a reading program to promote literacy.  The education committee will 

work on this. 

     In old business, TJ will talk to Warren and Hugh Vespestad about finishing the basement.  The          

Nominations Committee still needs an administrative board chairperson and a church historian.  The new 

sound system is working well as long as Pastor Duane keeps his voice up.  Brian McCoy will be evaluating 

the total sound system and making suggestions about another projector.  Thanks to Jake and Brent for 

getting and putting up the Christmas tree.  Shonda sent a questionnaire to some members concerning a 

possible full time pastor.  It was the consensus of the board that we need to send out information about 

the pros and cons of a full time pastor and get feedback from all church members. 

     In new business Ed moved and Karen seconded that all the interest from the Clement C.D. be             

deposited in the Building Fund.  Motion carried.   Mary moved and Fred seconded to leave the C.D. that 

will mature Jan. 7, 2017 in the United Methodist Church Building Fund Trust.  Motion carried.  Norm      

reported on the Church on Church Committee meeting Dec. 11th.  Mike called for a yearend report from 

each person in charge of a church bank account.  Karen has the Christmas goodie bags for the Christmas 

Program ready to go.  Karen moved and Mary seconded to send $200 to Salvation Army for the local 

monthly mission giving.  Motion carried.  Ed moved to adjourn the meeting with Denise seconding.      

Motion carried.  The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.  Thanks to Mike for the carrot cake 

and bars and thanks to Denise for the Christmas cookies and candy.               - Betty Byers, Secretary 
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MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — DECEMBER 2016 
 

The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., December 14th at 6:00 pm with Rodney Altes,      
Luanne Heffelfinger, Bill Berriman, Jolene Brady, and Pastor Duane present. Chairman Bob Leonard was 
absent due to illness. 
 

Pastor Duane opened with a prayer.  Bill moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was printed in 
the newsletter.  Motion was seconded by Rodney and passed. 
 

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Expenses were $x,xxx.xx; plus outstanding 
amount due from Farrar for Oct/Nov in the amount of $xxx.xx, making a total balance of $x,xxx.xx on     
November 30th.  Luanne's request for approval of report was seconded by Rodney. Approval given. 
 

For new business, discussion was held regarding the Christmas/Advent seasonal banners and decorations 
for the sanctuary and other areas of the church. Several new items were purchased to replace some older 
pieces that were not in good shape.  Lori Pease has done a great job with the decorating and everyone  
expressed how beautiful the church looks.  The items were paid for using the Sunday school account. Bill 
made the motion to reimburse the Sunday school account for the amount of the new banners and       
decorations.  Rodney seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

Rodney reported that tile work will be needed for the parsonage in the spring. Several rooms inside the 
parsonage will also be painted.  The tenants will choose the paint and be reimbursed for the purchase.  A 
painter from Baxter is lined up to complete the project.  Rodney also reported that we will use the same 
painter to paint some classroom ceilings and water damaged spots inside the church, as well.  Rodney also 
mentioned that there is a new electrical problem in the furnace, but it will be fixed soon. 
 

Bill shared that Steve Ayers would be submitting a new contract for snow removal. This will increase by a 
nominal amount ($5 or $10) to include the removal of snow from the newly cemented areas.  Bill will  
supply Steve with a church calendar / schedule, so he is aware of all planned activities on certain dates 
throughout the year. 
 

Pastor Duane noted that he is putting together the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services and will visit 
with Janet Altes and Jeri Heffelfinger about the service and planned music.  Pastor has sent Jeri a copy of 
the program.  
 

Jolene reminded others that the youth Sunday school classes will not meet on Christmas Day or New 
Year's Day.  (The adult Sunday school class WILL have class.)  Pastor Duane will be meeting with Dawn 
McKee and Denise Fick on Friday to discuss Confirmation and set the dates and class times. They will give 
these dates to Jolene so the January calendar can be updated. Jolene also noted that Shonda Hay was 
putting together the Farrar yearly calendar and had asked about Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday/ 
Good Friday services, since the churches rotate locations.  For 2017, the Ash Wednesday service will be 
March 1 at Farrar.  Maundy Thursday will be April 13 at Mingo and Good Friday will be April 14 at           
Farrar.  Easter comes later this year, falling on April 16. 
 

Discussion was also held regarding the Uganda Christmas gift donations.  Approx. $320 has been collected 
in donations with this coming Sunday being the last Sunday to collect.  A separate donation was given to 
help cover the cost of a new stock pot for the (Uganda) school/church.  Jeri has 3 boxes that are ready to 
be shipped through the USPS for $93.95 each, for a total of $281.85 shipping costs.  There is still some 
room for letters, cards, or flat (paper) things that we can add to the boxes before sending them off.  We 
will send some Flat Jesus flyers, in hopes that the children in Uganda can make them and send back       
pictures (via Florence's email).   



MING
 
O UMC Board Minutes continued… 

Bill motioned to have the church pay the postage for the boxes so the cash donation could still be sent to 
Florence for their Christmas gift, to help cover any needs they may have, be it for internet usage, food for 
their Christmas meal, etc.  Rodney seconded. Motion passed.   

Pastor Duane briefly discussed a letter he has received from the Bishop, regarding new pastor      
assignments and the process that both churches will go through.  More discussion will be held on this at 
a later time, when more people can be present. 

Bill moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Clearview      
Recovery Center in Prairie City.  Motion was seconded by Jolene and passed.  Bill moved that the 
meeting be adjourned, seconded by Rodney.  All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in 
closing.   

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary 

The Farrar & Mingo churches will have a total of 11 youth beginning

a new   chapter of their lives.  Please keep them in your prayers, provide them     
encouragement, and ask them how it is going from time to time. Your encouragement 
and continued support mean so much—Thank you! 

Emma and Cody Hay   Grace Heydon   Alyssa Fick   

Colby Lillegard     Kade and Kyle Pitzen 

Austin Brady    Caleb Heffelfinger  Lillie McKee    Melany Vry 

Parents, we are in the process of trying to put together a schedule for the     
classes, January through April/May.  We ask that Farrar UMC parents please contact 
Shonda Hay with your child's schedule. And Mingo UMC parents, please get in touch 
with Dawn McKee.  Classes are targeted to start the second week of January, so its   
important that you communicate with Shonda or Dawn as soon as possible.   

We will be asking for sponsor to be matched up with each of our youth. This is a great 
way to bond with the youth, help them grow spiritually, and maybe even help you 
learn something yourself.  If you are interested in becoming a sponsor please contact 
Shonda Hay at Farrar, Dawn McKee at Mingo, or Pastor Skidmore as spots are still 
available. 

Beginning in January...



 

 

How to Receive Our Church Newsletter: 
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at  

http://farrarumc.org     or    http://mingoumc.org 
 

Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when you come     
to church. 
 

However, if you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter electronically, and 
want to continue to receive a printed copy in your home  mailbox, and have not already     
contacted us, please send your name and address to:  UMC Newsletter Communications, 
8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA  50135 or email us at: info@mingoumc.org 
 

Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition! 

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have 

asked us to help them.  They sent us necklaces, wrap 

bracelets and earrings they have  handmade. There is 

a beautiful range of colors and styles.      

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings 

are $5.  This helps the women become more      

self-sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these 

available for a few months, so be thinking about the upcoming holidays or other   special occasions.   

Contact Jeri or  Jolene at Mingo if you are interested. 

2016 ADOPT-A-FAMILY GOOD NEWS! 

 Hebrews 13:16 – “And do not forget to do good and 
to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.”  (NIV) 

 Luke 3:11 – “John answered (the crowds who came 
to be baptized), ‘The man with two tunics should 
share with him who has none, and the one who has 
food should do the same.’”  (NIV) 

 1 Timothy 6:18 – “Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing 
to share.”  (Paul’s charge to Timothy)  (NIV) 

 

Congratulations!  Together the members of the Mingo UMC have contributed over $1,000 to 
the Adopt-A-Family local mission program this year. Truly we are showing an earnest  effort to 
follow the Biblical instructions above.   Thank you for your blessing Families #1 and #8; let’s 
keep them in prayer so they will  continue to be blessed beyond the Christmas season. 

http://farrarumc.org/
http://mingoumc.org/


 

 

Farrar Sunday School —  You could say this group of kids have done a lot of good deed 

this year!  Way to go on all of the wonderful good deeds you have done!   

Thanks for all of the support from the congregation, parents and most of all the AWESOME Sunday school 
kids!  Keep up the good work. 

 

Missions completed through our excellent TEAM WORK: 

 School bags put together to send off, completed in October  

 5th quarter donation of cookies and pop, completed in October  

 Delivered over 300 books to Blank Children’s Hospital, completed  
  in October  

 Delivered 7 desserts and many warm gifts to the Young Women’s  
  Resource Center, completed in December 

 Warm gifts—socks, hats, gloves, and scarves 

 TOP SECRET MISSION—Special Box to Nicole Craig, completed in October 

 

 



 

 

2017 Mingo UMC Greeter & Scripture Rotations (January—June) 
(Please make arrangements for a substitute if you are unable to fulfill your opportunity and advise Pastor of the change as soon as sub 
arrangements are made.) 

January 

1  Saralee Sickles & Kent McKee      Kolbe McKee  

8  Bob & Lori Pease           Barbara Leonard 

15  Ione Cleverley & Betty Karns      Marilyn Matthews 

22  Mildred Borts & Marie Molyneux    Diana Halfhill  

29  Craig & Julie Warner         Janet Beem 

 

February 

5  Bob & Marilyn Matthews        Jeri Heffelfinger 

12  Donna Beals & Janice Gregerson     Janice Gregerson   

19  Diana Halfhill & Carol Kimberley     Carol Kimberley 

26  Mildred Borts & Marie Molyneux    Betty Karns 

 

March  

5  Bill & Theresa Berriman        Luanne Heffelfinger 

12  Bob & Marilyn Matthews        Saralee Sickles 

19  Bob & Lori Pease           Kent McKee 

26  Diana Halfhill & Carol Kimberley     Bob Leonard 

 

April  

2  Bob & Marilyn Matthews        Diana Halfhill 

9  Craig & Julie Warner         Jeri Heffelfinger 

16  Saralee Sickles & Kent McKee      Barbara Leonard 

23  Bill & Theresa Berriman        Marilyn Matthews 

30  Ione Cleverley & Betty Karns      Jerrica Beem 

 

May 

7  Mildred Borts & Marie Molyneux    Janet Beem 

14  Donna Beals & Janice Gregerson     Luanne Heffelfinger  

21  Bob & Marilyn Matthews        Janice Gregerson 

28  Ione Cleverley & Betty Karns      Barbara Leonard 

 

June 

4  Bob & Lori Pease           Betty Karns 

11  Mildred Borts & Marie Molyneux    Kolbe McKee 

18  Bill & Theresa Berriman        Saralee Sickles 

25  Saralee Sickles & Kent McKee      Kent McKee 

 



 

 

2017 Mingo UMC Greeter & Scripture Rotations (July—December) 
(Please make arrangements for a substitute if you are unable to fulfill your opportunity and advise Pastor of the change as soon as sub 
arrangements are made.) 

July 

2  Ione Cleverley  & Betty Karns     Bob Leonard 

9  Bob & Lori Pease          Janet Beem 

16  Diana Halfhill & Carol Kimberley    Kent McKee 

23  Donna Beals & Janice Gregerson    Luanne Heffelfinger 

30  Craig & Julie Warner        Jerrica Beem 

 

August 

6  Diana Halfhill & Carol Kimberley    Kolbe McKee 

13  Bill & Theresa Berriman       Betty Karns 

20  Ione Cleverley & Betty Karns     Marilyn Matthews 

27  Bob & Lori Pease          Saralee Sickles 

 

September 

3  Saralee Sickles & Kent McKee     Carol Kimberley 

10  Craig & Julie Warner        Bob Leonard 

17  Diana Halfhill & Carol Kimberley    Diana Halfhill 

24  Bob & Marilyn Matthews       Jeri Heffelfinger 

 

October 

1  Ione Cleverley & Betty Karns     Jerrica Beem 

8  Mildred Borts & Marie Molyneux   Marilyn Matthews 

15  Donna Beals & Janice Gregerson     Kent McKee 

22  Bill & Theresa Berriman       Janet Beem 

29  Saralee Sickles & Kent McKee     Luanne Heffelfinger 

 

November 

5  Donna Beals & Janice Gregerson    Janice Gregerson 

12  Bob & Marilyn Matthews       Barbara Leonard 

19  Bill & Theresa Berriman       Betty Karns 

26  Craig & Julie Warner        Kolbe McKee 

 

December 

3  Bob & Lori Pease          Saralee Sickles 

10  Diana Halfhill & Carol Kimberley    Diana Halfhill 

17  Mildred Borts & Marie Molyneau   Bob Leonard 

24  Saralee Sickles & Kent McKee     Jeri Heffelfinger 

31  Donna Beals & Janice Gregerson    Janice Gregerson  



 

 

2017 Farrar UMC ROTATIONS (page 1 of 2) 
You will also find the rotation schedule on our website—http://farrarumc.org  If you discover that you are unable to fulfil  a 
role, please contact Denise Fick, Cindy Lorius, or Mary Craig. They can help you find a replacement if necessary.                
*NOTE: The first Sunday of each month, the Scripture reader will also assist the pastor with communion.  

JANUARY Greeter Scripture reader Children's Time 

1 

TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

*Brent Fick Lori Cory 

8 Carolyn Link Shonda Hay 

15 Cindy Lorius TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

22 Peggy Vespestad Amy Lillegard 

29 Alyssa Fick Dani Steenhoek 

FEBRUARY    

5 

Chris & Jenny Heydon 

*Jacob Nielsen Pastor Skidmore 

12 *Brent Fick Lori 

19 Marcia Nielsen Shonda 

26 Laura Harder TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

MARCH    

5 

Eric & Laura Harder 

*Fred Link Amy 

12 Dani Steenhoek Dani 

19 Cindy Lorius Pastor Skidmore 

26 Laura Harder Lori  

APRIL    

2 

Hugh & Peggy Vespestad 

*Jacob Nielsen Shonda 

9 Peggy Vespestad TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

16 Carolyn Link Amy 

23 Fred Link Dani 

30 Alyssa Fick Pastor Skidmore 

MAY    

7 

Betty Byers 

*Cindy Lorius Lori 

14 Denise Fick Shonda 

21 Fred Link TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

28 Betty Byers Amy 



 

 

JUNE Greeter Scripture reader Children's Time 

4 

Jacob & Carol Nielsen 

*Jacob Nielsen Dani 

11 TBD  Pastor Skidmore 

18  TBD  Lori 

25  TBD  Shonda  

JULY    

2 

Tim & Mary Hay 

 TBD  TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

9 Fred Link Amy 

16 Cindy Lorius Dani 

23 Betty Byers Pastor 

30 Marcia Nielsen Lori 

AUGUST    

6 

Ed & Mary Craig 

*Jacob Nielsen Shonda 

13 Peggy Vespestad TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

20 TBD   Amy 

27 Carolyn Link Dani 

SEPTEMBER    

3 Karen Carney  TBD  Pastor 

10 Marilyn Heydon Cindy Lorius Lori 

17 Karen Carney Fred Link Shonda 

24 Marilyn Heydon Marcia Nielsen TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

OCTOBER    

1 

Shane & Amy Lillegard 

*Fred Link Amy 

8 Betty Byers Dani 

15 Marie Woodruff Pastor 

22 TBD   Lori 

29  TBD  Shonda 

NOVEMBER    

5 Jay & Dani Steenhoek *Peggy Vespestad TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

12 Brent & Denise Fick Cindy Lorius Amy 

19 Brent & Denise Fick Denise Fick Dani 

26 Jay & Dani Steenhoek Alyssa Fick Pastor 

DECEMBER    

3 

Fred & Carolyn Link 

*Fred Link Lori 

10 Carolyn Link Shonda 

17 Dani Steenhoek TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius 

24  TBD  Amy 

31 Alyssa Fick Dani 

2017 Farrar UMC ROTATIONS (page 2 of 2) 
You will also find the rotation schedule on our website—http://farrarumc.org  If you discover that you are unable to fulfil  a 
role, please contact Denise Fick, Cindy Lorius, or Mary Craig. They can help you find a replacement if necessary.                
*NOTE: The first Sunday of each month, the Scripture reader will also assist the pastor with communion.  



 

 

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by 
contacting either Pastor Duane Skidmore, Mary Murphy 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  At that point, Jolene will 
send out the prayer request on email and text. Mary will 
make the traditional phone calls. Both church’s have     
options on their website’s for the public to send/post their 
prayer requests.  
 
When a  prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will ask the          
recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or two for an update 
on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.   
 
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year.  Members will be        
contacted when the time is closer.  
  
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please 
contact Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady. 
 
 
 

Farrar Contact:      Mingo Contact: 
Mary Murphy           Jolene Brady 

mlmurphy397@msn.com         Jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-967-0501       515-508-9009 

 
 

Prayer Concerns for January 
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers: 

 

The family of Mischel Johnson 
The family of Sharon Deaton 

The family of Judy Floss 
The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady 

Kevin & Jan Borts 
Carroll & Donna Shissler 

Bonnie Means 
Bob Moreland 
Sonny Deaton 

Karie White (friend of Ashley McKee Rude) 
Linda Harbin (friend of Jay & Dani Steenhoek) 

Inez Sessker (Peggy Vespestad's mother) 
Jim Mumford 

Saralee Sickles (kidney donor) 

mailto:mlmurphy397@msn.com


 

 

 

The Mingo United Methodist Satellite Circle met 

at our church on Wednesday, December 14, 

2016.   There were 5 members attending.  We 

sent four “Missing You” cards to Bonnie M,   

Betty A, Phyllis B, and Fern H.  Donna Beals 

made our programs for the coming year. 

 

We discussed how Christmas was celebrated in our homes when we 

were growing up.  It was very interesting and fun to hear about times 

past.  Each member brought snacks for our lunch.  Attending our   

meeting, was Janice G, Ione C, Chubb B, Clara S, and Donna B.  
 

- Clara Sparks, Secretary 



 

 

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Flat Jesus  Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with you on 
your daily adventures!  You can share your pictures with us 
by texting them to Jolene at 515-508-9009 or email-
ing communications@mingoumc.org.  If anyone needs    
laminating paper, please bring your Flat Jesus to church and 
we can laminate him for you.  PLEASE CUT OUT your Flat 
Jesus so he looks like a figure -- that makes for better      
pictures!  Check out the "Flat Jesus Adventures" tab on our 
church website!  www.mingoumc.org 

Happy New Year! 

There will be NO youth Sunday school on Jan. 1st.  Enjoy your morning with 
family and friends. 

 
 

 
 

During our December meeting we did a lesson on prayer and how it's 
not complicated. It's our way to stay or get connected to God. We 
then ventured over the McKee house and enjoyed our annual   
Christmas party. We worked on Christmas cards, had a gift exchange 
and a Crazy Christmas Sock contest. Have a safe & happy New 
Year!  

 

Any questions please contact Kent & Dawn at  
kedamckee@netscape.com or call (515) 681-5711. 

 

Our next meeting will be Sat., Jan 14th, 3:30-6:00pm.  Our group 
is made up of 7-12 grades +.  



 

 

The Farrar United Methodist Women Christmas potluck was 

held December 4th at 5:30 p.m. in the Farrar church fellowship hall, with close 
to 40 in attendance.  
     Following the meal, President Betty Byers held the installation of officers 
for 2017 with the help of Pastor Duane Skidmore.  
     We had the jar of candy again this year, with anyone guessing the number 
of candy pieces in the jar could do so. Gracie Heydon was our winner and she 
got to take the candy home. 

     Our program entertainment included Alyssa Fick doing several Christmas songs on the piano and flute, 
Keira Fick also played us a few Christmas songs on her guitar, and Sami Craig also played a couple of 
beautiful songs on the piano.  Then everyone joined in to sing a few Christmas carols. Lori Cory             
accompanied us on the piano. 
     A short UMW meeting was held following church on Sunday, December 4th to vote on the slate of new 
officers for 2017.  Karen Carney made motion, seconded by Marie Woodruff, to approve the first reading of 
the new officers for 2017. Motion carried. Marie Woodruff made a motion, seconded by Marcia 
Nielsen, to close the meeting. Motion carried. 
     Betty opened the meeting to approve the second reading of the new officers for 2017. Shonda Hay 
moved, seconded by Mary Craig, to approve the second reading of the new officers for 2017. Motion     
carried. 
     Lori Cory invited us to her house on December 15 at 5:30 p.m. for soup, and then we will travel to her 
aunt's house to view her nativity collections. Members volunteered to bring bars or cookies, chips, and a 
relish tray. Meeting then adjourned. 
       

                            Carolyn Link, Secretary 

Thank you to my Farrar UMC family for supporting me in         

attending the weekend Recharge camp in Story City.  The      

counselors were awesome.  We had cabin bonding, and God time, 

when I prayed and read the Bible. We did a lot of singing and 

dancing, and the food was great.  It is great to know I have    

wonderful support as I explore God in many ways.  -Emma Hay 



 

 

“Mission Appalachia” 
The Story of Red Bird 

 

Farrar UMC 

Saturday, Jan. 21 

5:30 pm serving a ham din-

ner, & movie            begin-

ning at 6:45 pm 
 

--FREE WILL DONATION— 
 

Mingo UMC 

Sunday, Jan. 29 

Following worship service 

with a soup lunch 

 

We are excited to show 

everyone an inside look at 

the history, people, and the 

everyday operations within 

the Red Bird Mission Work 

Camp! We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

JANUARY 
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding     

anniversary this month! 

3 Andrew Vespestad, Dan Byers 

8 Shonda Hay 

10 Carrie Hulse Shafer, Mike Brady 

13 Jeri Ann Heffelfinger 

14 Cody Hay 

16 Sue Longnecker 

18  Leann Fuller Nelson 

20 Samantha Craig 

22 Steven Matthews 

23 Jolene Brady 

27 Robert Beard 

30 Coy Steenhoek 

31 Pat Leer, Diane Taylor Combites, and Kate Moss 

WEATHER-RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mingo Calling 
Tree 

Pastor Skidmore will call both Mingo & Farrar board presidents (Bob 
Leonard & Mike Murphy). 
Bob will then call Jolene Brady to activate the chain.   
Jolene will send out a mass notification on both email and texting 
(cell phone). 
 

A traditional phone call will be made to those unable to receive 
emails or text messages. Marilyn Matthews will call: 

 Janice Gregerson  641-249-4083 
 Sonny Deaton  641-363-4230 
 Edith Patrick  641-377-2752 
 Betty Karns  641-417-8531 
 Inge Van Peursem  641-792-7833 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 

 

 

Communion 
 

Farrar COC 
meeting 

 

Mingo—No 
youth S.S. 

 
Epiphany Sunday 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

Farrar Men’s 
Prayer    

Breakfast 
 

8 
 
 

 
 
 

9 
 

10 11 
 

Mingo UMW 
10 am 

12 13 14 
 

RUSH YF 
3:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 

Farrar 
Board mtg. 

7 pm 
 

Martin Luther  
King Day 

17 

 

18 
 
 

Mingo Board 
meeting         

6 pm 
 

 

19 
 

20 
 

Newsletter 
items DUE to 
Denise Fick 

 
Inauguration    

Day 

21 
 

Farrar Red 
Bird Mission 

dinner & 
movie 

5:30 & 6:45 pm 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 

 
27 

 
28 

29 
 

Mingo Red 
Bird       

Mission 
Movie & 

luncheon 
Following  
worship 

30 31  

Energize Your Faith 

Fortify Your Hope 

Activate Your Love 

Enhance Your Joy 

Enjoy Your Peace 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th—25th 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th—25th 



 

 

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches 

Rev. Duane Skidmore  

PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 

CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: info@mingoumc.org 
Website: http://mingoumc.org 

Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 
Adult SS @ 9:45 am 

WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 
 

Pastor Duane Skidmore  
 Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites. 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 
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