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For Everything There is a Season 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

 It’s winter, the fields are brown and barren and the crop is in the bin.  
Those of us who live in farm communities know it didn’t get there by accident. We 
know that farmers, perhaps more than any other profession, practice a special kind 
of faith.  After the crop is planted, they do as much as they can to make sure the 
plants have a good start, but after that they pretty much leave the nurturing and 

growing to God. Farmers must have faith that God will provide the climate and the moisture it 
needs to flourish and mature.  During the growing season they turn their thoughts to the harvest 
and maintenance and repair of harvest equipment, on the presumption, or faith, that God will      
provide a harvest. Then when the harvest is over, they reinvest in the future by spending a small   
fortune on seed corn and beans for next year. It’s a marvelous      
example of what I would call active faith. Farmers have working 
partnership with God. They do what they can and then trust God, 
for not only this year’s harvest, but also for future harvests.  
 It seems to me that churches could learn something from them. 
We need to be thinking ahead.  It’s true that if we plant, we may 
get a crop, but if we haven’t performed maintenance on our 
equipment, how will we harvest it? Neither can we be satisfied 
once the crop is in the bin. During the bleakest, coldest part of the 
year, when the fields seem barren, the farmer is actively engaged 
in planning for spring. In the interest of efficiency and maximum 
yields, they figure out what seed numbers would be right for what field and then reinvest          
themselves and their savings in tomorrow’s hope.  I’ve been in church communities long enough to 
observe that church growth seems to go in cycles, much like growing seasons. If my analogy is      
correct, then it seems to me our churches are in the winter part of the cycle. This is the time for      
re-evaluation, planning and reinvestment. This is a good time to ask ourselves, “How can we most 
efficiently use the resources we have to make new Disciples for Jesus Christ?” This is the perfect 
season to reinvest ourselves and our resources in the work of making our churches accessible, open 
and inviting, faith communities. 
 If it is true we are in the winter of our growing cycle, it must also be true that spring is just around 
the corner. Active faith requires that we must be ready to plant when the time is right.  Let me      
assure you that God loves being in a working relationship with us and is ready and able to make sure 
our crop grows.   
 

Grace and Peace To You, 
Pastor Duane 



 

 

        FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JANUARY 2017 
 

Mike Murphy called the January 9, 2017 Farrar Church Board Meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Pastor Duane 

gave the  opening prayer.  Those present in addition to Mike and Pastor Duane were Cindy Lorius, Denise 

Fick, Karen Carney, Ed and Mary Craig, Fred Link, Mike Murphy, Shonda Hay, Norman McCoy, Warren 

and Marcia Nielsen. 
 

Secretary’s Report: Norman McCoy read the December Secretary’s Report.  Cindy moved to accept the 

minutes, Ed seconded, and the motion carried. Shonda moved to accept the report as read, Mary         

seconded, and the motion passed.  

Treasurer’s Report: Fred Link gave the treasurer’s report. (Request a paper copy newsletter to the financial 

summary). 

Pastor’s report: December was a busy month, even though he worked less hours (32.5 hours, down 10 

hours from last time).  The copy machine is working now, so that helped.  There were 9 home or hospice 

visits, 6 phone call visits, and confirmation class at Mingo.  Total travel was 581 miles. (He does not count 

the miles going to church on Sunday.   

It was moved by Ed Craig to buy 5 Mentor’s books for the confirmation class to give to the sponsors.  

Denise seconded it and the motion carried.  Mary will order them.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: Chris Heydon agreed to be the co-chair for the board meetings.  Mike will help with the 

paperwork.  Karen volunteered to continue as the historian.  

Thanks for the Christmas Program: The pastor commented that the Christmas Program was the most  

enthusiastic and well-organized Christmas Program that he had ever seen.  (Note:  He did not see the 

practice.)  Our sincere thanks to all who made this possible.  We tend to take you folks for granted, so I 

guess your reward will have to be in heaven.   

Basement Remodeling: Hugh and Andy Vespestad made a test pattern to match the crown molding on 

the old parts of the basement walls and it is a good match.  They will install it later in the year.  Warren 

will help organize the work crew.  Mike and Harold volunteered to help.   

Service Lift Update: The company that sold us the lift will come soon for their periodic inspection and will 

change the wiring at that time so the keys won’t be necessary.   

Discussion Regarding a Full-Time Pastor: The district has requested that our congregations discuss 

whether we need to hire a full-time pastor.  The Pastor-Parish Committee will meet on Wednesday,    

January 11, and prepare a survey for the congregations.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: Minutes of the Church-on-Church meeting were read by Cindy Lorius.  Denise             

volunteered to get a sign indicating where the handicapped entry is located.  The lift’s entryroom had 

some leaves and bugs on the carpet a while ago.  Mike volunteered to ask the cleaning person if that 

could be checked occasionally and vacuumed if needed.  Handicapped parking places were discussed but 

no action was taken.   

Hearing Devices: Denise moved to purchase 4 hearing devices like those used at Mingo.  Warren           

seconded and the motion passed. Denise will purchase them.  

A Thank You card from the Payne family was read, thanking the UMW for their hospitality after the      

funeral.  

Local Mission Giving: Mary Craig moved that we send our monthly mission giving to “Children and     

Families of Iowa.”  Fred seconded the motion and the motion carried.  
 

Warren moved to adjourn, Ed seconded, and the meeting was closed with a prayer.  Thank you to      

Norman McCoy for taking minutes of the meeting in Betty’s place. 



 

 

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JANUARY 2017 
 

 The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., January 18th at 6:00 pm with Rodney Altes, Luanne 

Heffelfinger, Bill Berriman, Lowell Halfhill, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard, and Pastor Duane present.  

Pastor Duane opened with a prayer.  Janice moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was printed in 

the newsletter.  Motion was seconded by Bill and passed. 
 

 Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Janice motioned to approve the report and 

was seconded by Rodney. Approval given. (Request a paper copy newsletter to the financial summary). 

Luanne noted that the copy machine repairman will come at 9am on Thursday morning. Luanne & Pastor 

Duane will be present.   
 

 Rodney & Bill reported that much of the painting has been completed in the church, with just the rest of 

the hallway left. The painter has been given a schedule of church events, so he knows to work around that 

schedule. 

Luanne mentioned that the church's contract will be up soon at the post office for permit #3 and questioned if 

we would like to renew it.  The Mingo share of the cost is $135 per year.  We do not use the permit to mail out     

newsletters anymore, but we do mail out 365 fliers for each annual event (Ice Cream Social, Harvest Dinner, 

etc.) to the 50168 and Ira zip codes.  Discussion followed. Janice motioned to keep the permit for now, as it 

does offer us savings.  Seconded by Bill. Motion passed. 
 

 Chairman Bob announced that it is now time to file the bi-annual report and the agricultural land info 

needs to be reported at this time. Rodney will work with Bob to fill out the appropriate paperwork to ensure 

that the information correctly reflects the technical wording of the gift, which states that the land be used for 

the Mingo United Methodist Church only and not the Conference. 

Pastor Duane gave an accounting of his monthly activities.  Pastor noted that Farrar will be showing a               

2-minute  informational video from the Bishop which explains the appointment process.  Denise sent the file 

to Jeri, so we would like to also show this at the Mingo service, probably at the beginning of church during the 

announcement time. 
 

 Pastor announced that Hope Ministries is presenting a "Benefit for Hope" fundraiser with singer/comedian 

Mark Lowry as the entertainment at 6:30 pm on Thursday, March 30th at the Embassy Suites in Des 

Moines.  Pastor will be attending this event and would like to see if anyone else would also wish to attend. A 

table can be purchased for $1,000, or single tickets are $100 each.  See Pastor Duane if you are interested or 

need more information. 
 

 Jolene reminded others that everyone is invited to attend the Red Bird Mission ham dinner at Farrar this       

Sat., Jan. 21st at 5:30 pm.  The soup luncheon will be Sunday, Jan. 29th after church at Mingo and everyone is    

invited to eat and stay for the movie.  Pastor is still working out details to possibly rearrange the Confirmation 

class time for that day.  She also noted that the Sunday school will be having a Pizza & Valentine Party after 

Children's Time on Sun., Feb. 5th.  
 

 Janice moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Hawthorn 

Hill.  Motion was seconded by Bill and passed.  Janice moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by 

Bill.  All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing. 

 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary  



 

 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR SURVEY NO LATER THAN 

Beginning Sunday, January 23rd, 

the Farrar/Mingo UMC Pastor-

Parish committee began handing 

a survey to each person attending 

worship that day.  Anyone that 

was not in attendance, will receive 

theirs in the mail—week of      

January 23rd.  

The Pastor-Parish committee members request that you leave the completed survey in 

the labeled box at either church, or mail it directly, no later than Sunday, Feb. 12th.   

Your input is valued, and will be taken into consideration, as the committee members 

meet to decide on the next steps forward.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 

reach out to one of the Pastor-Parish committee members: Ed Craig, Norman McCoy, 

Brent Fick, Kevin Borts, Donna Beals, Kent McKee, and Lowell Halfhill 

THANK YOU— 

Just want to thank everyone for your prayers. I have been discharged from the hospital and 

feeling better. The pain of the past 5 weeks is gone. The pain now is healing pain . There is 

healing with each accomplishment. Thank you for the cards from the children's group . Thank 

you pastor Duane for your visits and prayers. Thank you Freddie for your touching card and 

prayers from the men's group. Thank you Bob Moreland for checking up on me. See you all 

soon. Progress should be great. In Jesus name. 

—Roger LeBel 

WEATHER-RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mingo Calling Tree 

Pastor Skidmore will call both Mingo & Farrar board presidents (Bob Leonard & Mike Murphy). 
Bob will then call Jolene Brady to activate the chain.   
Jolene will send out a mass notification on both email and texting (cell phone). 
 

A traditional phone call will be made to those unable to receive emails or text messages.  
Marilyn Matthews will call: 

 Janice Gregerson  641-249-4083 
 Sonny Deaton  641-363-4230 
 Edith Patrick  641-377-2752 
 Betty Karns  641-417-8531 
 Inge Van Peursem  641-792-7833 



 

 

How to Receive Our Church Newsletter: 
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at  

http://farrarumc.org     or    http://mingoumc.org 
 

Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when you come     
to church. 
 

However, if you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter electronically, and 
want to continue to receive a printed copy in your home  mailbox, and have not already     
contacted us, please send your name and address to:  UMC Newsletter Communications, 
8441 N. 83rd Ave. E., Kellogg, IA  50135 or email us at: info@mingoumc.org 
 

Thank you for helping us to make a smooth transition! 

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have 

asked us to help them.  They sent us necklaces, wrap 

bracelets and earrings they have  handmade. There is 

a beautiful range of colors and styles.      

Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings 

are $5.  This helps the women become more      

self-sufficient and earn a living.  We will have these 

available for a few months, so be thinking about the upcoming holidays or other special occasions.   

Contact Jeri or Jolene at Mingo if you are interested. 

Fathom Events is excited to bring enlightening documentary, 
Is Genesis History?, to cinemas nationwide for a special    

one-night event on Thursday, February 23.  Dr. Del Tackett 
treks the globe to meet with top scientists and scholars and 
asks the questions surrounding the most  controversial book 
of the Bible that everyone is curious about: Was everything 
created in six days? Did we evolve from apes? Were Adam 
and Eve real? Was there a global flood? What happened to 

the dinosaurs? Was there a  tower of Babel?                        
This first-of-its-kind documentary seeks to throw new light 

on the origin of man and his true history as revealed in    
Genesis. Learn more at http://isgenesishistory.com/ 

 
 

ONLY ONE NIGHT—Thursday, Feb. 23rd 
Showings @ West Des Moines, Altoona, and Ames 

Tickets: $10.50—$12.50 

http://farrarumc.org/
http://mingoumc.org/


 

 

&

SOUP DRIVE 

”Souper Bowl Sunday”                    

February 5th     

 Farrar’s Annual 

Sweetheart         

soup Supper 

Sunday, February 12th @ 5 pm 

Save these dates... 



 

 

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by 
contacting either Pastor Skidmore, Mary Murphy (Farrar) 
or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  At that point, Jolene will send 
out the prayer request on email and text. Mary will make 
the traditional phone calls. Both church’s have options on 
their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer     
requests.  
 
When a prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will ask the           
recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or two for an update 
on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.   
 
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year.  Members will be        
contacted when the time is closer.   
If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like more information, please 
contact Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady. 
 
 
 

Farrar Contact:      Mingo Contact: 
Mary Murphy           Jolene Brady 

mlmurphy397@msn.com         Jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-967-0501       515-508-9009 

 
 

Prayer Concerns for February 
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers: 

 

The family of Don Karns 
The Kimberley family after the loss of Carol's mother, Emma 

The family of Janet Matthews 
The family of Karie White 

The family of Mischel Johnson 
The family of Sharon Deaton 

The family of Judy Floss 
The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady 

Kevin & Jan Borts 
Carroll & Donna Shissler 

Emma Weston 
Sami Craig 

Roger LeBel 
Bonnie Means 
Bob Moreland 
Sonny Deaton 

Inez Sessker (Peggy Vespestad's mother) 
Jim Mumford 

mailto:mlmurphy397@msn.com


 

 

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Flat Jesus—Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with you on 
your daily adventures!  You can share your pictures with us by 
texting them to Jolene at 515-508-9009 or emailing            
communications@mingoumc.org.  If anyone needs laminating 
paper, please bring your Flat Jesus to church and we can   
laminate him for you.  PLEASE CUT OUT your Flat Jesus so 
he looks like a figure -- that makes for better pictures!  Check 
out the "Flat Jesus Adventures" tab on our church              
website!  www.mingoumc.org 

Valentine Party 
Join us Sunday, Feb. 5th @ 11:00 am. We will be having a Valentine Pizza 
Party and a SS planning meeting after Children's Time.  Children will have 

the opportunity to make Valentines and eat pizza while the adults meet.   

 
 

 
 

 
We had 6 youth, and Pastor Skidmore join us for the January meeting. We made 

"blessing jars" to keep track of our blessings or good times throughout the year and then 

are going to read them on New Year's Eve to see just how many blessings God has    

given us. We then went through a Bible exercise on "Timeless Promises" God has given 

us. We watched a movie clip on the Armor of God that was set in current times, letting us 

relate the Bible verses to the temptations and obstacles we face today. Discussion       

followed and we completed an exercise on which armor we would use for different       

situations. We made plans for the rest of our year and ended with our circle prayer. Next 

month we plan to visit On With Life in Ankeny.   
 

Any questions please contact Kent & Dawn at  
kedamckee@netscape.com or call (515) 681-5711. 

 



 

 

We want to especially THANK the youth and volunteers that participated, and 

supported the Farrar UMC annual Christmas program.                   

It’s easy to take for granted that there will be a program, 

that it will be meaningful, and that the kids will make 

their parents proud.  But it’s not a “given” at all. Pastor 

Skidmore commented at the board meeting that the 

Christmas Program was the most  enthusiastic and       

well-organized Christmas program that he had ever seen.  

We all agree.  Thank you!   

Since the second week of January, we’ve had eleven of our 

youth, participating in confirmation classes.  And alongside each 

of them has been their mentor, attending the class—leading,     

encouraging, and supporting them through their journey.   

Pastor Skidmore and his wife Sheryll will lead the classes over a 

12-week period, with a combination of classroom instruction,   

discussion, and tours outside of the churches.  We ask that you continue to keep this 

group in your prayers, and encourage you to ask them, “how is class going?”  

Youth: Emma & Cody Hay, Grace Heydon, Alyssa Fick, Colby Lillegard, Kade & 

Kyle Pitzen, Austin Brady, Caleb Heffelfinger, Lillie McKee, and Melany Vry 



 

 

 

As your Mingo UMC mission coordinator, I (Marilyn Matthews) am once again asking you to 

bring in one item monthly for health kits to help disaster victims reclaim their dignity and      

self-respect.  These kits are also used as teaching tools with children.  When people can 

maintain personal hygiene, their overall health improves.  We do not include toothpaste in 

these kits at this time because of the time and temperature element in the warehouse where 

they are stored.  At the time of distribution toothpaste will be added, therefore we need to    

include $1.00 for each donated health kit for the of purchase toothpaste.  

Our church pays $2.00 shipping for each kit donated.  As a way of involving children in our 

mission project this year, we will be collecting pennies all year to help pay the shipping costs. 

 
February   1 new hand towel (15”x 25” up to 17”x 27”)             
March      1 new toothbrush in original wrapper-adult size only 
April     1 bath size bar of soap (in wrapper 3 oz. size or larger) no Ivory or Jergens 
May       1 large sturdy comb (not pocket size)   
June       1 nail file or finger nail clipper (no emery boards or toenail clippers)    
July        6 band aids (3/4”)   
August      1 new washcloth 

 
For those of you not familiar with Mingo UM Church’s mission projects, I will summarize a 

“few” of these projects we give to in the coming months. 

*The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the not-for-profit global humanitarian 

aid organization of the United Methodist Church.  Their mission is to alleviate suffering   

whether caused by war, conflict, or natural disaster with open minds and hearts to all people.  

The UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, LA , is the headquarters for UMCOR relief    

supply operations.  The Iowa Ingathering helps provide the approximately $4 million in       

supplies shipped from the Sager Brown Depot each year. 

The projects supported by the Iowa Thanksgiving Ingathering are selected by the Task Force 

and are evaluated each year.  This year’s projects are Church World Service, Iowa-Nigeria 

Partnership, UMCOR Depot, Self-Help International, Heifer International, and P.ET.  All these 

projects are directly related to the alleviation of hunger and poverty and its causes around the 

world, including the United States. 

In future issues, I will explain a little about each of these projects supported by the Iowa 

Thanksgiving Ingathering. 



 

 

 Building the Cross 

The youth of the mission team will be building crosses for anyone interested. The crosses 
will be approximately 2’ x 3’ constructed of cedar and painted white. Each cross will cost 
$20, which is strictly for the cost of materials. The purpose for building these crosses is to 
give the youth the opportunity to learn about some of the tools we will be using while we 
are in Kentucky.  
If you are interested in purchasing one of these crosses please contact Jacob Nielsen at 
515-205-1980, or any of the Mission Team members. 
 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone for their participation & support of the                         
Dinner-and-a-Movie we held on January 21

st
 and 29

th
. We are very blessed to have such 

supportive congregations, and we look forward to keeping you updated as we embark on 
this journey! 

The Mingo United Methodist Satellite Circle  

The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle will not meet in February. Below are the remaining dates for our 

meetings, beginning again on March 8th: 

LESSON / LUNCH: 

March 8     Donna / Chubb     April 12    Ione / Janice 
May 10      Betty / Edith      June 14    Clara / Inge 
July 12      Emma / Donna     Aug. 9      Chubb / Ione 
Sept. 13    Janice / Betty         Oct. 11      Edith / Clara 
Nov. 8       Inge / Emma         Dec. 13     ALL 

THANK YOU FROM THE MATTHEW’s—The Janet Matthew’s family want to 

thank everyone from the Mingo and Farrar churches who prayed for Janet during 

her last days with us.  We also want to thank you for your thoughts and prayers 

for our families, and for all the beautiful cards and memorial gifts in her 

name.  She loved her Lord and her church, and she served both with a joyful and 

loving heart. We are rejoicing for her because she is now with her heavenly Father 

and with her loving husband “Bob”.   

— Bob & Marilyn, Barbara & Ed Krekow, Jim & Mary, and Mary & Roland Isaacson 



 

 

From Uganda, Thank You to our Friends in Iowa  
 

Hello Dearest Friends,  
 Seasonal greetings in the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ and Savior.  Hope you are doing well and your     
families, as well.  Am so grateful for the surprise gift you, your family and the church in Iowa sent to me, my family, the 
church in Iganga and the school! We are so grateful for the church in Iowa and all of you. 
 Kindly in a special way pass my love and gratitude to the entire church at home. May God Richly bless you.  We send 
our best Christmas wishes to the church and everyone there.  Happy new year, I wish you a prosperous 2017!! 
By the time I mailed you back, I was down with sickness, but I never wanted to make you worried about it! It was a     
surprise for me that just a few days to Christmas day malaria put me down! But thank God that I am now completely 
healed and strong enough to go about my daily duties.  With flying dust, during this season many suffer from various 
airborne diseases and it is usually maximized when the first rains start, it is believed that it makes all the bad gases in 
the sky to descend down so it causes the sickness!! 
 My dear friends, I never wish to worry you because of what happens in Africa. The best encouragement we get is that 
God's grace encourages us and He always comes out to heal and see us through any trouble!  I once again thank you for 
all you did for us!  
 I have been able to write to Saralee, too. I had a nice Christmas with a few friends and our last born Emma. Jude and 
Mercy were not able to come over for the celebrations this season.  
 From the $100 dollars you blessed me with, I was able to pay the tithe of it, buy a strong frying pan, did some     
Christmas shopping, I bought a few gifts for my friends, and I sent my daughter Mercy some 50,000= to see her through 
the season, and I remained with a balance as my pocket money. 
 From the donation which came from the church:  We have been able to buy 60 pieces of timber to put around the 
new school structure, we have bought some 400 kilograms of corn for the school, and some 160 kilogrammes of beans. 
(All together we bought 300kgs of beans, but part of the money was from the balance of Saralee's donation gift to 
us). Below is the accountability. From the $435 the exchange rate was at 34,000 in the bank so I received Uganda       
Shillings 1,479,000 = 160 kg of beans @ 3,000 each kilo amounted to 480,000 = 60 pieces of timber @10,000= amounted 
to 600,000 = 400 Kg of corn @ 1150= amounted to 460000= 
 On the above we added on a little money to the purchase for transportation and a few small details like loading.In 
regards to the donation of the stock pan, we are so grateful for your love, care and for remembering our situation in 
Community Trans Nursery and Primary school!!  Thank you very much for the gift you sent to us for buying a large stock 
saucepan for cooking for our children.  We have been able to buy the pan, we are so grateful and very happy for it!  I 
was able to get Uganda Shillings 1,921,000  from the US $565 you sent. The exchange rate was at Shs 34000 per $1.  
I have been able to buy the saucepan at 1.500,00= The owner of that shop (where we saw the saucepan with Saralee), 
her grandchild is in this school. So when we went to buy the saucepan, we found the girl there, her name is Tracy, so she 
ran and came and greeted me as ''Mummy.''  This worked as a point of contact for us! The Lady reduced the price from 
1,800,000= 1,500,000! She said that since you are the Madam of Tracy, I must give it to you at a discount! We blessed 
the name of the Lord, we were able to pay for it and we are so happy for such a great success!!  All together we were 
able to purchase more bean sacks = 300 kilograms  
 We hope to construct a new cooking place on which the pot can fit, since the existing one is too small.  I have been 
able to buy some 140 Kilograms of beans at a fee of UG Shs 3000 per each, for feeding the school children.  My friends, 
the sun is too hot, the food stuffs of the last season didn't do well, and most people are worried about what to do, but 
because of you brethren, we started the year joyfully and fearless of what is ahead of us!! Thank you for being such a 
great blessing in our lives, the school and the church at large!!  
 I am finalizing buying the Curriculum books too, I will update you. We are looking forward to receiving our boxes 
soon, and I will mail you as soon as they arrive!!  Please see the photos of what we have been able to acquire.  In the 
photos you will see the stock pot we were able to purchase, the sacks of beans and corn for the children, and we did the 
roofing of our new school structure and now we are closing it step by step with the boards. 
Love and blessings across the miles to you, your families and the church. 
 
From your dear sister,  
Florence 
 



 

 

Uganda, 
Just a 

glimpse... 



 

 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 

FEBRUARY 
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding     

anniversary this month! 

1 Carol and Dave Kimberley Anniversary, and Emma Hay 

3 Susanne Stock 

4 Camden Bennett 

5 Braxton C. Baker, Khloe Baker, Hubert & Peggy Vespestad Anniversary 

5 Lily Webster 

6 Rodney Altes 

7 Dean Stewart 

10 Gene Beals 

12 Bob Moreland, Diana Halfhill 

14 Ron Janes 

17 Barbara Leonard 

19 Deanne Vespestad 

20 Dennis Longnecker, Jerrica Beem, Karen Carney, Kimberly Baker 

22 Erin Van Peursem 

23 Wade Conover 

26 Dean Longnecker 

27 Marilyn Heydon 

28 Joseph Jackson, Joyce Maggard 

If we love one another, God lives in us                              

and His love is made complete in us. 

- 1 John 4:12 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 

Confirmation 
@Farrar 

2 3 4 
 

Farrar Men’s 
Prayer    

Breakfast 
7 am 

 
Confirmation classes are in full-swing!    

Please keep our youth in your prayers as they 
go on this journey. 

Mingo youth meet Sundays @12 noon 
Farrar youth meet Wednesdays @7 pm  

5 
 

Communion 
 

Farrar COC 
10 am 

 
Mingo S.S. piz-
za/Valentine’s 

party 
 

Confirmation 
@Mingo 

6 
 
 

7 8 
 

Confirmation 
@Farrar 

9 10 11 
 

RUSH YF 
3:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

12 

 
Confirmation 

@Mingo 
 

Farrar UMW 
Sweetheart 

Soup Supper 
5 pm 

13 
 

Farrar Board 
meeting 7 pm 

14 

 

15 
 
 

Mingo Board 
meeting 6 pm 

 
Confirmation 

@Farrar 

16 
 

17 
 

March     
newsletter 
items DUE 
Denise or   

Jolene 
 

 

18 
 
 

19 
 

Confirmation 
@Mingo 

 
Food pantry 
collections 

@both    
churches 

 
Red Bird team 
meet @ Mingo 

4 pm 

20 
 

21 
 

Farrar UMW 
7 pm 

22 
 

Confirmation 
@Farrar 

23 

 
24 

 
25 

26 
 

Farrar           
fellowship & 

Sunday School 
Bake Sale 

10 am 
 

Confirmation 
@Mingo 

27 28 

February 5th  

@Farrar UMC 

Special offering  

for Belinda 

 



 

 

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches 

Rev. Duane Skidmore  

PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 

CONTACT US 

 
Farrar United Methodist 
11180 NE 134th Avenue 

Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
515.387.8783 

Email: farrarumc@gmail.com 
Website: http://farrarumc.org 

WORSHIP & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am 

 
 

Mingo United Methodist  
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9 

Mingo, IA 50168 
641.363.4229 

Email: info@mingoumc.org 
Website: http://mingoumc.org 

Children’s SS @ 9:30 am 
Adult SS @ 9:45 am 

WORSHIP @ 10:45 am 
 

Pastor Duane Skidmore  
 Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites. 

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?   

http://iaumc.org 
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