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Spring is here, and I’m loving it. April showers and warm spring temperatures have brought forth
the beauty and glory of new life. Tulips, daffodils and flowering trees of every description are in full
bloom, blessing our senses with sights, fragrances and beauties, only God could have dreamed up.
When I think about all the blessings God showers on us in this season of new life, I can’t help but think
of the song, “Hallelujahs”, by Kathy Troccoli. Here are a few of the lyrics: “Oh praise Him, all His
mighty works, there is no language where you can't be heard. Your song goes out to all the earth and
my soul wells up with Hallelujahs.”
The same is true when witnessing God’s creative hands at work in our churches. Over the past few
months we have witnessed the growth and the flowering of faith in our young people in confirmation classes. The
questions they ask and the answers they give are wonderful examples of how God can create the beauty of new life in
every faze and every season of our churches lives. Two things are becoming more and more apparent the older I get.
The first is that “For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) The second
is: the older I get the faster time seems to goes by. Next month these confirmation students will become members of the
church; members of the Body of Christ. It’s beginning to dawn on me that soon, and probably much sooner than I could
have imagined, the guidance of our churches will be under the direction of some of our budding confirmation students.
Springtime in the church is here and it’s a beautiful thing! And again the song arises in my heart, “Oh praise Him, all His
mighty works, there is no language where you can't be heard. Your song goes out to all the earth and my soul wells up
with Hallelujahs.”
I’d like to leave you with one more thought before I close this edition of the May 2017 newsletter. It comes to you by
way of the true story of Charles Plumb, a US Naval Academy graduate, who was a jet pilot in Vietnam. After 75 combat
missions, his plane was destroyed by a surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy hands. He was
captured and spent 6 years in a communist Vietnamese prison. He survived the ordeal and later lectured on lessons
learned from that experience.
One day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a restaurant a man at another table came up and said, “You’re
Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!” “How in the world
did you know that?” asked Plumb. “I packed your parachute,” the man replied. Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude.
The man pumped his hand and said, “I guess it worked!” Plumb assured him, “It sure did. If your chute hadn’t worked,
I wouldn’t be here today.”
Plumb couldn’t sleep that night, thinking about that man. Plumb says, “I kept wondering what he might have looked
like in a Navy uniform: a white hat, a bib in the back, and bell-bottom trousers. I wonder how many times I might have
seen him and not even said, “Good morning, how are you?” or anything because, you see, I was a fighter pilot and he
was just a sailor. Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor had spent on a long wooden table in the bowels of the
ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each time the fate of
someone he didn’t know.
Now, Plumb asks his audience, “Who’s packing your parachute?” Everyone has someone who provides what he or
she needs to make it through the day. Plumb also points out that he needed many kinds of parachutes when his plane
was shot down over enemy territory – he needed his physical parachute, his mental parachute, his emotional parachute,
and his spiritual parachute. He called on all these supports before reaching safety. Sometimes in the daily challenges
that life gives us, we miss what is really important. We may fail to say hello, please, or thank you, congratulate someone
on something wonderful that has happened to him or her, give a compliment, or just do something nice for no reason.
As you go through this week, this month, this year, recognize people who pack your parachute. I am writing you this
as my way of thanking you for your part in packing my parachute!!! And I hope you will pass it on to those who have
helped pack yours!
Spring is here. “Oh praise Him, all His mighty works, there is no language where you can't be heard. Your song goes
out to all the earth and my soul wells up with Hallelujahs.”
New life is all around. Enjoy it. Pastor Duane

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — APRIL 2017
President Chris Heydon called the April meeting of the Farrar Administrative Board meeting to order at 7:05 PM
04/10/17. Pastor Duane Skidmore gave an opening prayer. Those present in addition to Chris and Pastor Duane
were Fred Link, Ed and Mary Craig, Denise Fick, Betty Byers, Norm McCoy, Cindy Lorius, Harold Long, Mike Murphy
and Warren and Marcia Neilsen.
Betty read the March minutes prepared by secretary pro tem, Norm. Harold moved to approve the minutes as
corrected with Ed seconding. Motion carried. Pastor Duane reported that he had traveled 292 miles for both
churches in the past month. He performed 5 baptisms on 04/02/17 for the following: Coy Steenhoek, Chesney
Steenhoek, Cael Heydon, Ashlynn Hosbond, and Kacey Hosbond. Six new members transferred their membership to
the Farrar UM Church 04/02/17 also. They are Karie Hosbond, Jeff Hosbond, Theresa Mc Kenzie, Bruce Fick, Pat Fick,
Dani Steenhoek and Jay Steenhoek. Congratulations to all of them! He has also been in charge of the confirmation
class for many months. We should have 7 young people join the church on Sunday, May 14th.

OLD BUSINESS—Thank you to members of the Pastor Parish Relations Committee for all the time and effort they
have put in on surveying and discussing the churches desires for our next Pastor. The PPR Committee voted that the
joint service will be held in the Farrar UMC on April 23, 2017 with District Superintendent, Rev. Heecheon Jeon giving
the sermon and conducting a meeting of both congregations following the service.
Chris is getting quotes for a lift service contract from the following companies: Schindler Elevator, Otis Elevator and
Schumacher Elevator Companies.
NEW BUSINESS—Concern has been raised about there not being any notice of discussion between the two churches
prior to Luanne Heffelfinger signing a 5-year lease on a used copier. Chris will discuss the purchase and Farrar’s part
in the partnership, with Mingo Board Chairman, Bob Leonard.
Mike met with Cathy Charleston who cleans the church. She said things were going well and was satisfied with the
$30 per week payment.
Brent and Chris are working on getting signs to mark handicapped parking and one for the pastor. The Church on
Church Comm. did not meet this month.
Thank you to Peggy and Hu Vespestad for making and hanging the drapery behind the picture of Christ in the
sanctuary.
Mary moved and Denise seconded to send the monthly mission giving of $100 to Camp Wesley Woods. Motion
carried.
A notice from Laurie Phelan explaining a Holy Cross Cemetery project to install an avenue of flags was read. If
anyone wants to donate to a flag pole in memory of someone buried there, contact Laurie. Flags will be flown on
holidays.
A discussion about having a May/June newsletter and a July/August newsletter over the summer was held. All the
other months will have a separate newsletter. Mingo’s board will be informed of this possible change, so they have
a chance to discuss this.
Fred gave the March treasurer’s report as he was late to the meeting. The balance carried forward was $xx,xxx,
deposits $xxxx balance + deposits $xx,xxx, disbursements, $xxxx with balance on hand 01/01/17 $xx,xxx. Betty
moved to approve the report as given with Mary seconding. Motion carried.
Samantha Craig is our only high school graduate this year, graduating on May 28th. Betty moved to adjourn the
meeting with Mike seconding. Motion carried. We closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
Betty Byers, Secretary

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — APRIL 2017
The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., April 19th at 6:00 pm with Luanne & Jerry
Heffelfinger, Janice Gregerson, Bill Berriman, Chubb Borts, Bob Matthews, Carol Kimberley, Lowell
Halfhill, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard and Pastor Duane present.
Pastor Duane opened with a prayer. Janice moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was
printed in the newsletter. Motion was seconded by Bob M. and passed.
Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval. Expenses were $x,xxx; plus an outstanding amount due from Farrar for Mar. in the amount of $xx, minus an outstanding check not
cashed before Mar. 31st in the amount of $xxx, making a total balance of $x,xxx on March
31st. Janice motioned to approve the report and was seconded by Bill. Approval given.

Questions were answered regarding the farm account. It is on a cash rent cycle. Bill gave an update
on the project of labeling the breaker panels and outlets. The basement is now finished. The
upstairs will take more work, so it has not been completed yet.
Jolene reported that $x,xxx was successfully transferred to Florence & Perezi Were for their
Uganda kitchen construction project. Church offerings and donations were gathered to reach that
total. A check for $55.00 came to Luanne, which will be credited to the Sunday school account to
offset their donation amount.
Bob M. motioned that $100.00 be given to Carol K. for the purchase of new flowers for the beds by
the church. Janice G. seconded. Motion passed. Carol mentioned that a tree or bush may be
purchased, as well. Bill added that weed control for dandelions is in on the contract with mowing,
as well as spraying the parking lot.
Discussion was held regarding some questions with the full-time vs. part-time pastor voting and
the 60/40 percentage sharing between the congregations. The percentage has fluctuated
throughout the years, being 50/50 at one point, and is supposed to be reviewed every 5 years and
adjusted as needed. Pastor Duane noted that these concerns could be addressed during the
Charge Conference and that the president of the Board could also visit with the president of the
PPRC to address any further concerns.
Jolene reminded others that our annual Youth Sunday will be Sunday, May 7th and it is also the
childrens' year-end party for Sunday school. They will have a picnic after the service at the Mingo
Community Center and everyone is invited to attend. Meat, drinks and disposable plate ware/
silverware will be provided. Others are encouraged to bring a side dish or dessert to
share. Communion will be moved to the following Sunday, May 14th which is also Mother's Day as
well as Confirmation Sunday. Carol K. will meet with the Confirmation mentors to plan the
reception and gifts. Carol K. will also decide on a way to honor mothers that day. Jolene also noted
that Trenton's graduation party will be honoring the class of 2017 on Friday, May 19th. Church
tables and chairs will be borrowed for the evening and returned after the event, unless a funeral or
some other church event arises.
(Continued on the next page)

The church newsletter was discussed in regards to the upcoming busy summer schedule and the
Red Bird Mission trip. Denise has suggested that the May/June and July/August issues be
combined. All were in favor of the adjustment. The May/June issue deadline will be Mon., April
24th and the July/Aug. deadline is Mon., June 19th.
Pastor Duane presented his monthly report. An email and text reminder will be sent out to the
congregation to remind them of Sunday's combined worship service and Charge Conference.
Confirmation will still take place that day, back at Mingo around 12-noon.
Bill touched on some general housekeeping issues regarding items in the kitchen. The Sunday
school teachers will be reminded to help clean up if the children use drinking glasses and to also
take out the trash if it includes food. Bill also discovered that the Red Bird Mission food
donations have been stored in cardboard boxes on the floor, which may attract pests. Bill will
purchase plastic totes to store these items to discourage any critters.
Carol K. moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Hope
Ministries. Motion was seconded by Bill and passed. Janice moved that the meeting be
adjourned, seconded by Bob M. All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in
closing. Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

Uganda Sister Church & School
Dearest church friends,
I had visited my mail to send you the Easter day celebration best wishes only to find great news of joy as you
have helped us to attain our kitchen construction!
My dear friends, I realize it is God purely working through you to bless His people in Iganga, Uganda!! Sincerely
after reading this mail, a chain of thoughts have flowed through my mind. One of them is, I felt like telling you
that you all are doing such a great ministry in the body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You have made us to
smile over and over, felt loved, accepted, and we now feel the sense of belonging … words may not explain!!
What God has used you to do for us, makes even the staff members to wonder greatly!! When we cemented our
four wooden classes, people sung praises to God! When we bought a cooking stock pot, every one at school marveled, because according to our financial status, no one could believe that we could buy such! Up to date whoever sees it is greatly taken by surprise! Did you know, the stock pot cooks porridge at once for all the school children?! When Saralee and Jeri were here they bought food for all the school children. We had to cook and cook
and cook again using our small cooking saucepans. It took us a very long time to have the job done! Today, if we
are to cook such a meal, it would take us just a short time, more overall, the new stock pot can do the needed
cooking for the school, just once!! And we are so grateful for the gift for purchasing a lightning arrestor, as well.
Our God is so faithful that we are able to meet this school need.
Our special thanks goes to the families and the church in Iowa! I pray that the Holy Spirit of God may deliver our
heartfelt appreciation to all of you for the great work of the ministry you have rendered toward us!! We are so
grateful to God for your love and care! Send my best wishes, love and greetings to all in our church family!
The rain is falling though little as compared to the previous years, but we are sure that the crop harvest will be
good this year.
Precious love and greetings to you all across miles.
Florence

The Farrar United Methodist Women met April 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. Betty
Byers opened with the April Bible verse from 1 Peter 1:3-4 from the Prayer Calendar
along with the birthdays and the Mission Focus on Kenya.
Mary Craig gave the Response Moment on Time for Camp from the April Response.
She told of church women in Pennsylvania who are supporting kids from different
nationalities to attend church camp as they have never been to a camp before.
Marcia Nielsen presented the lesson on "Time to Hope---Incarceration". Thinking of
you, get well and a birthday card were signed for seven people.
President, Betty Byers opened the business meeting. Roll call answered by 11 members. Secretary's report was
read and approved. Marilyn Heydon gave the Treasurer's report. Balance carried forward March 21, 2017 of
$xxx. Deposits of $xxx and disbursements were $119.25 which leaves an April 18, 2017 balance of $xxx. Peggy
Vespetad moved, seconded by Mary Craig, to approve the treasurer's report. Carried.
Old business: Karen Carney gave a report on the luncheon served at Chichaqua on
March 30th hosted by Bruce Carney.
New business: Mother-Daughter salad buffet will be May 3, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Members
bring a salad and a doll. Program by Yvonne Barrett of Ankeny entitled "The Love of Dolls is
Timeless". Please bring your mother, a relative or friend.
UMW District Activities coming up:
 April 29--District Mission Study on Climate Justice, Polk City UM Church
 July 16--District Officer Training at Marshalltown
 July 16-- Summer Mission U at Marshalltown
Have not heard anything about furnishing treats for Bible School yet. Next regular meeting June 20th. Program
will be our district friend. Mary Craig is the leader and hostess. No regular meetings for July and
August.
Discussion on Local Mission giving since we have more funds in our treasury. Marcia Nielsen moved, seconded
by Karen Carney, to resume our Local Mission giving and our April giving of $50 to go to the Red Bird Mission
trip to be used where needed. Carried. Mary Craig to discuss with the pastor plans for the Memorial Day
service. Meeting closed with all saying Our Purpose. Refreshments served by Betty Byers.
Carolyn Link, Secretary

Mingo Satellite Circle
The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle met Wednesday, April 12, 2017, at the Mingo Church at 10 am, with
seven members present. President Janice Gregerson opened the meeting with all repeating "The
Purpose of the United Methodist Women." Treasurer Edith Patrick announced we were a Five Star
Unit for 2016 with the Central District Methodist Church Women.
"Thinking of You" cards were sent to members of our church who could not attend. Discussion was
held on Vacation Bible School treats we will make. We received an invitation to a May breakfast at
the Immaculate Conception Church in Colfax on May 6th at 9:30 am.
Ione gave the lesson on "'Yes' Means 'No' when God's Answers are Wiser than Our Prayers Are." and
"What Lasts Forever." Benediction was repeated by Janice, Mildred, Ione, Donna, Betty, Clara and
Edith. Lunch was served by Janice.
Secretary, Clara Sparks

Farrar Welcomes New Members &
Celebrates Baptisms—On April 2, 2017

The Farrar United Methodist Church
welcomed 7 new members & baptized 6.
As a congregation, it’s our commitment,
besides showing these children your faith
in Jesus Christ through both word and deed,
is to see that the church has the opportunity
to share our faith with them as well. Please
help me welcome & congratulate each one
of them. May God continue to bless each
and everyone of them.
 Bruce & Patricia Fick, Mitchellville
 Coy & Chesney Steenhoek
 Jay & Dani Steenhoek, Maxwell
 Ashlynn & Kacey Hosbond
 Jeff & Karie Hosbond, Mingo
 Teresa McKenzie, Maxwell
 Cael Heydon

YOUTH CONFIRMATION SUNDAY—MAY 14TH
Between our two churches, this coming May 14th, we will welcome eleven
graduates of our confirmation classes into membership. The classes have been
both fun and educational. I believe everyone who attended learned a great
deal about our God, our faith
YOUTH
SPONSOR(S)
and about each other. I’ve
Grace Heydon
Lori Cory
been continually amazed at
their willingness to engage in
Alyssa Fick
Warren & Marcia Nielsen
conversations that focus on
Colby Lillegard
Jacob Nielsen
social disparities, and current events, and how our faith
Emma Hay
Carol Nielsen
and our church’s’ social principles address those issues.
Our young people in these classes are faith-motivated,
deep thinkers, who are unafraid to live the kind of life that
demonstrates God’s love in meaningful and helpful ways.
Soon, God will be working in and through them to guide the
church and direct our missional efforts. That thought gives
me great hope for the future of our churches.

Cody Hay

Norman McCoy

Kade Pitzen

TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius

Kyle Pitzen

TJ Craig & Cindy Lorius

Austin Brady

Saralee Sickles

Caleb Heffelfinger Ione Cleverley
Lillie McKee

Janice Gregerson

Special thanks to all of the volunteers who provided drinks,
Melany Vry
Carol Kimberley
snacks or meals to the confirmation class members and
mentors this year; also want to thank those that provided transportation for the field trips and support
throughout the class! THANK YOU most of all for your prayers on behalf of these young people as they
contemplated joining the Farrar or Mingo United Methodist church.

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church
have asked us to help them. They sent us
necklaces, wrap bracelets and earrings they have
handmade. There is a beautiful range of colors
and styles.
Necklaces are $15,
bracelets are $10
and earrings are

Graduation
Announcement

Congratulations to Samantha Craig
as she graduates from Southeast
Polk High School.
Sami plans to attend Central
College in Pella next fall to study
actuarial science.

$5. This helps the
women become more
self-sufficient and
earn a living. Keep
these in mind, as you think about upcoming
holidays—Mother’s Day, Graduations, and
birthdays!

Contact Jeri or Jolene if you are interested.

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by
contacting either Pastor Skidmore, Mary Murphy (Farrar)
or Jolene Brady (Mingo). At that point, Jolene will send
out the prayer request on email and text. Mary will make
the traditional phone calls. Both church’s have options on
their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer
requests.

When a prayer request is initiated that might need a follow-up, we will ask the
recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or two for an update
on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year. Members will be
contacted when the time is closer. If you'd like to join this special ministry team or
would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady.
Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@outlook.com
515-967-0501

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
Jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns for May/June

Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

The family of Carroll Shissler
The family of Don Karns
The family of Janet Matthews
The family of Sharon Deaton
The family, friends & classmates of Trenton Brady
Kevin & Jan Borts
Roger LeBel
Bonnie Means
Bob Moreland
Sonny Deaton
Inez Sessker (Peggy Vespestad's mother)
Jim Mumford
Mary Simon, Harold Long's daughter
Lauren & Nathaniel, Ione Cleverley's grandchildren
Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee's mother)
Don Reglin (Darrell Reglin's brother)
Doris McGinnis (Harold Long's sister)
Luanne Heffelfinger
Carson Hall (friend of Janice Gregerson)
Marilyn Matthews

Sunday, May 7th, at Saint Mary's Catholic Church, in

Elkhart, at 11 am, a pancake breakfast will be held to

help raise money for the mission to Kentucky.
They are calling it "Pancakes in a Mission". We hope
you can join us in Elkhart. We certainly want to show
them our appreciate for their support!
Working towards our mission goals—team members constructed and painted crosses. The youth gained confidence
with the tools they will use when we complete our mission work in Kentucky. All proceeds from the crosses will go
towards the mission fund.

Celebrations
Friday, May 5th is the NHS Senior Awards Assembly at 11:30 am at the Newton High School
auditorium. We will award 3 graduating NHS students with the Trenton Brady Memorial Scholarship. The scholarships are designated for someone pursuing an education in criminal justice / law
enforcement or fire and emergency services. This same day is Senior Night at HA Lynn Stadium for
the NHS Rugby Team, with the first match beginning at 6:00 pm.
Friday, May 19th at 7 pm is our Graduation Cookout & Bonfire celebrating friends & the Class
of 2017 in memory of Trenton. We will be grilling out, so dogs, chips & drinks will be provided. Bring
a side dish or dessert to share if you wish. We will have s'mores for the fire. If it rains, we will just
hang out in the garage to eat and have fun. (Please note: this is meant to be one last gathering of

Trenton's classmates, so while you are welcome to come if you wish, it will mainly be Trenton's close
friends and teammates.)
Sunday, May 21st is Newton High School Graduation at 3:00 pm for an outdoor ceremony at
Maytag Park (at the HS if raining). Trenton will be honored, as they are leaving a spot for him with
his class. We will be attending the ceremony. You are invited to attend graduation if you wish, but
we understand if you cannot. We appreciate your prayers as we move through these upcoming
weeks and several special events.

Farrar Sunday School

—

Parents, please mark your calendars for Sunday, May 14th. We will
recognize all of our S.S. youth during our annual pinning ceremony. This
date is also Youth Confirmation Sunday.
SUMMER HAPPENINGS—Watch your email, texts, and/or the FUMC Facebook page
for upcoming events this summer. Some ideas floating around: outdoor movie night,
game night, and a campout.
Also this summer, we’d like to ask our older youth to help out downstairs during
worship, with the younger kids. Lessons will be available for them to share, coloring
sheets, or take them outdoors to enjoy the new swing set!
ACOLYTES—Please review the rotations for candle lighting on the website. If your
youth/child is unable to fulfill their rotation, please contact Denise, Shonda, or Jenny.

Our April meeting was held at the McKee's. We started with 30
min. of prayer, for the 24-hr prayer vigil. We then had a
Haggadah (Christian Seder). It was interesting learning all the
symbolism of the meal. Not everyone was thrilled with the bitter
herbs (horseradish) but all survived. Please join us for Youth
Sunday, May 7th, the kids have great things planned!
Any questions please contact Kent & Dawn at
kedamckee@netscape.com or call (515) 681-5711.

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL
FLAT JESUS— Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with you on your
daily adventures! You can share your pictures with us by texting them to
Jolene at 515-508-9009 or emailing communications@mingoumc.org. If
anyone needs laminating paper, please bring your Flat Jesus to church
and we can laminate him for you. PLEASE CUT OUT your Flat Jesus so
he looks like a figure -- that makes for better pictures! Check out the "Flat
Jesus Adventures" tab on our church website! www.mingoumc.org
Youth Sunday—Sunday, May 7th, followed with a year-end celebration
and picnic at the Mingo Community Center after the service. The whole
congregation is invited to attend. Meat, drinks and disposable plateware
will be provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
May 5th will be the last official day of Sunday school. A special Mother's
Day craft will be available for children on Sun., May 14th.

The last Sunday in May, Farrar UMC will take part in a special worship,
with members of the congregation holding a memorial program for all
of our veterans. During the program, each of the veteran’s names will
be read and TAPS played. We hope you can join us. We are truly
honored by the service of our veterans—Thank you!

For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts coming to central
Iowa, check out this website:
http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/

Holy Cross Cemetery Committee—The committee is creating a memorial drive
through the cemetery located SE of Farrar approximately 2 miles. They are selling 5x8 American
flags on 15-foot poles on a secured base held by concrete. A metal memorial marker with the
chosen inscription will be attached to the pole.
The flags will line both sides of the existing driveway, being placed approximately 12-feet apart.
Flags will be flown on Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, and Veteran’s Day.
Flags will be put up, taken down, and appropriately stored by the committee. Flags
are $150 each.
If you, or someone you know is interested in purchasing a memorial flag, please
contact Laurie Phelan, Holy Cross Cemetery Chair, 515-201-6111

We bring people together to
cultivate their hearts to receive the
seeds of God's word and sow those
seeds to share God's blessings with
others.

Preparing hearts to receive the
seeds God has sown through his
Word.

Farrar United Methodist Church

PENNY PROJECT—Pennies help pay postage for the
INGATHERING KITS (see list on proceeding page).
We’re asking for your help. Please deliver your pennies to the
church.
Also for the INGATHERING KITS—Watch for the upcoming sales on school supplies
later in the summer. Review the list provided in this newsletter. We can only take the
school items listed.
We THANK YOU for your consideration, and for helping us in past years, to provide
items for our UMCOR kits.

Questions: Contact Mary Craig or Karen Carney (Farrar UMC)

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!
MAY
1

Kevin Borts, Larry Davenport, Marie Molyneux, John Weston, Samantha Gathercole

2

Jennifer (Byers) Moss

4

Jay Steenhoek

5

Amanda (Burns) Hauschildt, Barbara Longnecker, Carol & Jacob Nielsen Anniversary

6

Alyssa Fick

7

Mathew Craig

9

Mary Craig

12

Larry Hulse

14

Rev. Duane Skidmore

19

Roger Stewart, Bob Leonard, Colby Lillegard

20

Shane & Amy Lillegard Anniversary

21

Mary Hay

23

Rita Jo Tiffany

27

Charles & Trudy Shirley Anniversary

28

Mary Long Simon

29

Ashley (McKee) Rude

31

Dan & Betty Byers Anniversary

Prayer Changes Everything
Are you part of our Prayer Chain? When a member of our church family, friends or neighbors need
prayer, we're here for them. Both Mingo & Farrar churches participate in this chain. Being a member
of the Prayer Chain no longer requires you to "domino" call a list of members. No matter where
members might be (at work, home, or out on an errand), we can receive prayer requests as texts and/
or emails with the same information at the same time. Traditional phone calls are still available for
those without access to texts or emails. If you'd like to join this special ministry team or would like
more information, please contact Mary Murphy (mlmurphy397@msn.com / 515-967-0507) or Jolene
Brady (Jolene@bradyworks.com / 515-508-9009)

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!
JUNE

1

Lori Pease, Joshua & Liz Nielsen Anniversary

2

Karen Link-Dubiel

4

Janet Stewart, Delbert “Sonny” Deaton

5

Ron Janes, Colton Brady

6

Pastor Jill Flyr

7

Chris & Jenny Heydon Anniversary, Mike Murphy

8

Emily Cory, Shirley Whitaker

9

Chris Heydon, Mary Murphy

10

Lori Norton-Cross

11

Emma Weston

12

Lindsey Doty Danley

13

Doris McGinnis

14

Michael Link

15

Freddie Link

16

Lois Nolte, Richard & Mabel Adams Anniversary, Judi Keeling

18

Judy Rumbaugh, Marie Wolgamuth

24

Tawnya Vry

26

Brian Whitaker

27

Chad & Julie Sparks Anniversary, John Moss, Keira Fick

29

Carla Altes

30

Duane Norton, Janean Stewart, Karen Adams

Thank you for all the thoughts, prayers and blessings of food
and gifts from everyone after Don's passing. I appreciate all
the love and support given to me by friends and family.

- Betty Karns

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

Farrar UMW
Mother/
Daughter
celebration
6:30 pm

Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
7 am

National
Day of
Prayer

Confirmation
@Farrar
5:30 pm

7

8

*MINGO
Youth Sunday

Farrar Board
meeting 7 pm

10:45 am

9

10

11

12

13

18

19

20

Mingo UMW
10 am
Confirmation
@Farrar 7 pm

Confirmation
@Mingo
Communion

14

15

16

Youth
Confirmation
Sunday

17

Mingo Board
meeting 6 pm

FARRAR UMC:
8am—
Mother’s Day
breakfast 8 am

Armed
Forces
Day

9 am—
S.S.
Recognition
ceremony

21

22

23

28

29

30

Farrar
Veteran’s
Program

Memorial
Cemetery
Service

24

25

26

27

Food pantry
collections

Memorial Day

31

* YOUTH SUNDAY @ Mingo—S.S. year-end
party at the Mingo Community Center
following worship.

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2

3
Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
7 am

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

23

24

Communion
Farrar
Church-on-Church
committee
10:15 am

11

Farrar Board
meeting
7 pm

Mingo UMW
10 am

VBS kicks off! June 11th—June 15th @6-8 pm — all are
welcome! We will hold a special program on Thursday
evening, showcasing the children’s work from the week!

18

Food pantry
collections

25

19

20

21

DUE TODAY—
July/August
Newsletter
content to
Denise Fick

Farrar UMW
7 pm

Mingo
Board meeting
6 pm

26

27

28

Red Bird Mission Trip—arriving back Sunday, July 2nd

22

Red Bird
Mission team
departs 6 am

29

30

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?

http://iaumc.org
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CONTACT US

Farrar United Methodist
11180 NE 134th Avenue
Maxwell, Iowa 50161
515.387.8783
Email: farrarumc@gmail.com
Website: http://farrarumc.org
WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am
Mingo United Methodist
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
641.363.4229
Email: info@mingoumc.org
Website: http://mingoumc.org
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am
Adult SS @ 9:45 am
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am
Rev. Duane Skidmore, pastor

Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites.

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches
Rev. Duane Skidmore
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

