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I have had the privilege of joining you in your ministry these last two months. Now I look
forward to what is to come in the time before us. September and October both have much
to which we look forward.
September is the time in which we return to the more traditional schedule. Sunday
school begins. Information on that is elsewhere in this issue. Youth activities begin, even

as children and youth return to school and life takes on more of a routine than summer has
offered. All of these normal transitions bring the worshiping community back together as we
share in the Christian story, which also has the routines of the Christian Year.
October, this year, offers an opportunity to challenge ourselves to grow individually and as a church in our
ministry possibilities. On October 29th at 2PM at Newton First, we will share our Charge Conference with other
churches in an exploration of discipleship. This is a new vision being implemented for the Annual Conference, the
Central District, as well as the churches of Mingo and Farrar.
Rather than just process the annual business of the church we will explore a process to enhance our
understanding and practice of discipleship. The process we will learn also has potential for helping us explore as
individual churches how we can increase our discipleship and our growth in ministry and presence, by guiding us
to define what discipleship looks like in our faith community. For that reason it will be helpful for as many as
possible to attend this meaning, so that both Mingo and Farrar can begin to explore what enhanced discipleship
would look like in our communities.
There is no simple answer to what discipleship will look like for you or I or for our church community. A
disciple is, by definition, someone that follows. Discipleship is the process of following. In Christianity we are
disciples of Jesus. Discipleship is thus the practice of following Jesus or the process of doing Jesus’s work. In
scripture, Jesus said that his disciples would do greater things than he. (John 14:12). The specifics of how that
might work out in our lives can vary dependent upon our life story and call. The process we are to learn is one of
discernment of Jesus’ specific calling for each person and each congregation.
I think most of us would agree that we can easily get caught in habits and traditions, that while meaningful,
over time can lose energy. It is important for the vitality of our individual and church life, to continually examine
our life together and the strength of our ministry together. As I begin this ministry with you, look forward to sharing
this discernment process with as many of you as will take the opportunity to become stronger disciples for the
Gospel of transformation shared with us through Jesus.
Rev. Dana Wimmer

Are You Planning To Provide Content For Our Upcoming Newsletters?
We will continue providing a combined version of the newsletter,
every other month. For any updates or corrections that may
occur between versions, we want you to feel confident that we’ll
get the word out—via text message, websites, Facebook, church
announcements shared each Sunday, etc.
If you are planning to send Denise Fick or Jolene Brady content for
the upcoming newsletters, please make note of the deadlines below. These dates are firm so that Denise can produce the newsletter in a timely manner.

Questions / Concerns:
Denise Fick—
Fickdenise@aol.com

Newsletter issue

DEADLINE

November / December 2017

Monday, Oct. 23rd

January / February 2018

Wednesday, Dec. 20th

March / April 2018

Monday, Feb. 19th

Receiving the Farrar/Mingo UMC Connection Newsletter:
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at

http://farrarumc.org or http://mingoumc.org
Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when you come to
church.
If you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter electronically and want to
continue to receive a printed copy in your home mailbox and have not already contacted
us, please contact Jolene Brady at Mingo UMC or Denise Fick at Farrar UMC.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US
Did you know? Both, Farrar and Mingo UMC’s have a Facebook page,

website, and the ability to reach out via text messaging. Regular posts,
updates, and information is passed around through these mediums on a
regular basis. Want to know more? Contact Denise Fick or Cindy Lorius at
Farrarumc@gmail.com or Jolene Brady at info@mingoumc.org

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JULY 2017
The July board meeting was called to order by President Chris Heydon at 7:00. Mike Murphy gave an
opening prayer. Those present were Chris, Mike, Pastor Dana Wimmer, Cindy Lorius, Karen Carney, Mary
Murphy, Warren and Marcia Neilsen, Ed and Mary Craig, T. J. Craig, Betty Byers, Harold Long, Norm McCoy,
and Denise Fick. Betty read the June board minutes. Harold moved to approve them as read with Mike
seconding. Motion carried.
In Fred’s absence, Mike distributed copies of the June treasurer’s report. After review of the report, Ed
moved and Betty seconded to approve as reported. Motion carried.
Ed reported that MIC, a company from Mingo that does concrete polishing of floors would meet with us to
demonstrate their technique and discuss the possibility of refinishing the basement floor. Ed will check on
times with them to see the Mingo Community Center floor and discuss the process.
Norm and Ed reported on the Pastor Parish Relations Committee. District Superintendent Heechoen Jeon
expressed a desire for our churches to establish a positive working relationship with Pastor Dana Wimmer and
for the two churches to build a strong working relationship as we do things together.
The Church on Church Committee report included discussing the need for a list of members and community
members who are house-bound or in nursing homes, discussed what relationship building activities Pastor
Dana would like to participate in. A meeting with Norm, Harold and Pastor Dana for the following Wednesday
was set up to have lunch at Brick Street Market and familiarize him with the area our church serves. Possible
office hours were discussed. A welcome breakfast will be held for Pastor Dana and Jessica on July 30th at 8:00
AM prior to church services.
Denise reported that she will be printing bulletins on the Farrar printer. She proposed to have the church
newsletter continue to be every other month rather than every month. No one at the meeting volunteered to
get a newsletter out every month. This will be brought to the Mingo Board, so was tabled for the time being.
Harold moved and TJ seconded to send the $100 local mission giving to Cody and Juliana Roberts as they
seek alternate methods of having a child after his cancer treatments. Motion carried. A fund raiser is being
planned for the 4th and 5th of August at the Federated Church in Bondurant. Mike moved and Karen seconded
to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. The meeting was closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. Thanks to Chris
for sharing Grace’s coffee pie.
Betty Byers, Secretary

We bring people together to
cultivate their hearts to receive the
seeds of God's word and sow those
seeds to share God's blessings with
others.

Preparing hearts to receive the
seeds God has sown through his
Word.

Farrar United Methodist Church

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — AUGUST 2017
The Aug. 14th Farrar Administrative Board Meeting was called to order by Pres. Chris Heydon at 7:00.
Pastor Dana Wimmer gave an opening prayer. Those present in addition to Pastor Dana and Chris were
Mike Murphy, Ed Craig, Harold Long, Mary Craig, Brent Fick, T.J. Craig, Cindy Lorius, Karen Carney, Fred Link,
Betty Byers and Denise Fick. Betty read the July board minutes. Mike moved to approve them as read with
T. J. seconding. Motion carried.
Fred gave the July treasurer’s report. Cindy moved to approve the report as given with Betty seconding.
Motion carried.
Pastor Dana gave his report of hours worked and mileage. He reminded us that Christmas Eve this year is
the Sunday before Christmas. It was decided that the Farrar Christmas Program will be December 17, the
Sunday prior to Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM. After discussion, Karen moved that the PPR Committee bring a
recommendation to the boards concerning any change in the % of each churches payment of expenses. T. J.
seconded. Motion carried.
Several members of the board and Trustees met Saturday, Aug. 05, at the Mingo Community Center to
see the stained cement floor MCI had finished there. They gave an estimate of between $10,000 and
$12,000 to do the Farrar basement floor. Denise’s uncle, who does floor finishing, will meet with whoever is
available on Wed. August 16th at 2:00 PM to give a bid also.
Mike was at the church when the repair person from AEI Lift Company came. The lift has been adjusted
and should be operational now. Denise will make a sign to guide users of the lift on how to operate it. One
thing to remember is that the door opens and closes slowly by itself. Do not try to pull it shut or push it
open. That can cause it not to work properly.
It was suggested that acolytes be assigned only when Sunday school is in session. During summer children
who are at church will be asked to serve as an acolyte or an adult will do it. If no one is available to operate
the computer and screen, bulletins will just be used.
Norm printed the minutes of the Aug. 6th Church on Church meeting for the board. Refinishing the
basement floor was discussed. Activities to help Pastor Dana become acquainted with all the congregation
members were discussed. Other topics discussed were the Pastor being involved with the youth in some
way, helping with the fellowship Sundays, creating a list of people who are ill and might need a visit by the
Pastor and possibly passing the signup sheet for reading scripture and greeters more than once a year.
We discussed needing a list of church repairs or remodel projects. Mike will print up a list and then we
need to prioritize these items.
Karen moved to have Fred move the C.D. from the United Methodist Church Building Fund Trust when it
matures September 2, 2017 to Veridian Credit Union. Fred seconded. Motion carried. Mike moved to
approve having Fred deposit the check that the United Methodist Church Building Fund Trust issues directly
to Veridian Credit Union. Ed seconded. Motion carried.
Karen moved and T. J. seconded to send the local mission giving for August to the Polk County Jail
Ministry. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
Betty Byers, Secretary

Farrar UMC

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JULY 2017
The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., July 19th at 6:00 pm with Luanne Heffelfinger, Janice
Gregerson, Chubb Borts, Bill Berriman, Rodney Altes, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard and Pastor Dana
present.
Pastor Dana opened with a prayer. Luanne moved to accept last month's secretarial report as was printed in the
newsletter. Motion was seconded by Chubb and passed.
Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval. Bob motioned to approve the report and was
seconded by Janice. Approval given.
In old business, Luanne reported that we will not use the bulk permit for the Ice Cream Social this year. She visited
with the Mingo Postmaster, who showed her a different type of card stock and way to print the flyer, which will
save us approximately $75 on the mailing. At this time, we will keep the bulk permit but we do not need to pay for
it until we use it. We will continue to advertise on the radio and in the free sections of the area newspapers, as
well as the church newsletter, website and Facebook page.
Bill B. requested clarification on the proposed 50/50 division between Mingo and Farrar due to the data showing
that both congregations are nearly identical in members and attendance. Pastor Dana stated that the adjustment
has not yet been made, but that the recommendation normally begins with the PPR Committee. Pastor will check
with the DS on the re-evaluation cycle and how we can move forward with this adjustment from a 40/60 to 50/50
split.
Jolene reported that Mike has been in contact with the photocopier representative Nick Grossman. They are
working on a time to set up a training period in August. Luanne noted that we were offered a refund on one of the
bills for the wireless connection. Jolene also stated that she visited with Mary Murphy, leader of the Farrar Prayer
Chain, about the EZ Texting program and Farrar will split the cost with Mingo for the new texting plan.
Everyone was reminded that Farrar will have a special Movie Night on Wed., Aug. 9th.
In new business, Jolene reported that the Sunday school Kick-Off party will be Sun., Sept. 24th with more
information to follow.
The church newsletter schedule moved to a bi-monthly system over the summer months. Denise visited with
Jolene about the possibility of keeping it on a bi-monthly schedule. Announcements and information is readily
available at church, on the website, and through church email correspondence, so events and information should
not get lost. Copies of the current Board minutes will be available at church for those who want them. The other
option would be to have each church put together their own separate monthly information, which is not favorable
at this time. All agreed that if a bi-monthly newsletter schedule works out best for Denise, that would be
agreeable.
Discussion was held regarding the pre-printed church bulletin covers. Luanne stated that each box (3-mo. supply) is
$95. Bill moved that once the last box is used up, we will print on regular paper. Rodney seconded. Motion passed.
Bill B. motioned that $100.00 be given to the Mingo Community Center to help offset their expenses and as a kind
gesture from the church for allowing us to use the facility for the Ice Cream Social. Rodney seconded. Motion
passed.
Pastor Dana presented his monthly report. Pastor indicated that since he is new to our congregation and unsure of
names, he would like to have names and contact info of prayer requests jotted down if they are offered during Joys
& Concerns on Sunday mornings. This could help him through this stage while he gets to know everyone better
and would be much appreciated. Jolene will supply Pastor with a list of Mingo UMC members in nursing homes,
assisted living centers and shut-ins. Bob L. offered to set up a tour of Mingo for Pastor. They will coordinate a time
to do this.
(Continued on the next page)

Luanne shared that Sept. 10th will be National Grandparent's Day, and the Vision magazine suggested we
celebrate grandparents by having our pastors preach on that topic. Janice questioned if the UMW should look
into getting pulpit supply for Laity Sunday, on the 3rd Sunday in October, since previous pastors have been gone
on that day. Pastor said he plans to be here, but he is a teacher for the School of Lay Ministry, so he will be gone
on Nov. 12th and Jan. 6th, teaching in Sioux City. It was agreed that Janice will look at lining up someone for
Nov. 12th in pastor's absence. Looking ahead, Pastor questioned what both churches do for Christmas Eve and
Christmas. Christmas Eve will fall on a Sunday this year. We will have regular Sunday morning worship services
at both churches, with a Christmas Eve service at 7:00 pm at Mingo. The Mingo children's Sunday school
Christmas program is usually the 1st or 2nd Sunday in December. Farrar's Christmas program is usually the
Sunday before Christmas, but Pastor will check with them.
Bill B. moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Bidwell
Riverside. Motion was seconded by Janice and passed. Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by
Rodney. All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.
Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — AUGUST 2017
The Administrative Board did not meet at the church on Wed., Aug. 16th due to the scheduled absence of many
board members. However, this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 was voted on by the
Board members and will be given to the Newton Christian School to help cover the cost of their 60th Anniversary
Family Fun Day event to take place in September. Motion passed.
Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

Read the Bible. Take your choice from hundreds of
Bible versions and languages. Compare two versions
side by side. You can even choose your font and
display size. Make your online Bible experience just
the way you like it.
Study the Bible. Highlight in your favorite
color, bookmark your favorite Bible verses, and make
notes about what you're learning. Not only are you
spending time in God's Word, you're building a history
of your interaction with the Bible.
Subscribe to Bible Plans. Cover the whole Bible, focus on a topic, or read a devotional from a gifted
teacher. Choose your plan and each day you'll find a Bible selection waiting for you.
Take the Bible with you. Download the Bible App for free on any mobile device. When you use the mobile
app, your notes, bookmarks, highlights, plans, and more will be automatically synced across all of your
devices.

We are taking the youth to a Christian music festival Saturday, Aug. 26th in
Cedar Rapids. So far, we have 7 youth signed up to go. If you know of any
interested, please have them give us a call!
Our official kick-off is Saturday, Sept. 9th in the upper YF room at 3:30-6:00
pm… Hope to see you all there!
Any questions please contact Kent & Dawn at kedamckee@netscape.com
or call (515) 681-5711.

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have asked us to
help them. They sent us necklaces, wrap bracelets and earrings they
have handmade. There is a beautiful range of colors and styles.
Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings are $5. This
helps the women become more self-sufficient and earn a living.

Keep these in mind, as you think about upcoming holidays and
celebrations.
Contact Jeri or Jolene if you are interested.

Mingo UMW News
JULY: The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle met July 12, 2017 at 10 a.m. at the church. We then
drove the the Newton Health Care Center to visit Phyllis and Bob Beard. They were a joy to visit
with. We had lots of talk about our past.
Following our visit with them, we went to the Panda Garden for a delicious lunch. Those
attending were Donna B, Chubb B, Ione C, Janice G, Betty K, Emma W, and Clara S.
AUGUST: The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle met on Wednesday, August 9, 2017, 10 a.m. at the
Mingo Church. Ione served a delicious lunch to Pastor Wimmer, Donna B, Chubb B, Janice G,
Edith P, and Clara S.
President Janice opened the meeting with all repeating, “Our Purpose.” Secretary Clara and
Treasurer Edith reported. Bidwell Offering was taken.
Chubb gave the lesson followed by the Benediction.

Secretary, Clara Sparks

Farrar Sunday School

—

We’re looking

forward to kicking off another spectacular year with our Sunday
schooler’s—Sunday, September 10th!
As our S.S. continues to grow and our older youth make the
transition into participating in worship, we’d like to resume the
process of having the younger kids, 6th grade and lower,
participate in The Children’s
Message at the beginning of worship, then
continue their learning downstairs. And consider
dressing them for outdoor activities while the
weather is nice and they can enjoy the new
playground equipment!
Stay tuned—all of our youth have several
missions planned around the community and
central Iowa. Shonda and Denise will provide

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by
contacting either our Pastor, Mary Murphy (Farrar) or
Jolene Brady (Mingo). At that point, a text and email will
be sent out, and a phone call. Both church’s have options
on their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer
requests.

When a prayer request is initiated that might need a follow
-up, we will ask the recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or
two for an update on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year. Members will be
contacted when the time is closer. If you'd like to join this special ministry team or
would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady.
Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@outlook.com
515-967-0501

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
Jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns for September / October
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers:
* The family of Evelyn Edgerton
- Marilyn (Bob) Matthews, Carolyn
(Fred) Link, Mary Kay Marl &
Natalie Elvin
* The family of Ty Carlson
* Jane Kunze, daughter of Bill &
Doris McGinnis
* Barbara Leonard
* Ethan Brady
* Lori Pease
* Kevin & Jan Borts
* Roger LeBel
* Bonnie Means
* Bob Moreland
* Inez Sessker (Peggy Vespestad's
mother)
* Jim Mumford
* Sonny Deaton

* Mary Simon, Harold Long's
daughter
* Nathanael, Ione Cleverley's
grandson
* Betty Atwood
* Brenda Breeden, coworker of
Tawnya Vry

Mission Appalachia Team UPDATE—
Our Red Bird Mission team has officially wrapped up their commitment with the I-Cubs
organization. We’d like to say a very special THANK YOU to the team, and so many others that
donated their time to helping with the trash pick up. The clean ups proved to be a large
contributor to providing the funds needed for the team to take part in the mission. Any funds
raised in July / August, were deposited into a fund for future mission work.

STAY TUNED—Mission team members from each church will be presenting a special showing
of their experience during the mission trip. Please stay tuned for a special gathering this fall, to
see photos, video, and hear testimony about the trip.

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL
FLAT JESUS— Don't forget to take your Flat Jesus with you on your daily adventures!
You can share your pictures with us by texting them to Jolene at 515-508-9009 or emailing
communications@mingoumc.org. If anyone needs laminating paper, please bring your Flat
Jesus to church and we can laminate him for you. PLEASE CUT OUT your Flat Jesus so he
ooks like a figure -- that makes for better pictures! Check out the "Flat Jesus Adventures" tab
on our church website! www.mingoumc.org
Sunday School Kick-Off—Our Sunday School Kick-Off party will be a fun luau on Sunday, Sept.
24th beginning at 9:00 am. Come join us for games, food & fun all morning long! See the ad for
more info!

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!
SEPTEMBER

1
3
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14
17
18
21
22
23
24
25
28

Ione Cleverly, Karie Hosbond
Ed Craig

Jack Wolgamuth, Ed & Mary Craig Anniversary
Lowell Jones, Shirley Norton
Betty Atwood
Quinn Pollock-Hanson
Cael Heydon
Dave & Shirley Norton Anniversary
Kathryn Vry
Tom Stock
Janet Altes
Chad Sparks
Marilyn Matthews, Carolyn Link
LeAnna Byers
Elaine Kimberley, Marion Sinclair
Pat McCauley, Alex Ryan Vespestad, Deborah Gilbert
Jay & Dani Steenhoek Anniversary
Curtis & Anita Todd Anniversary, Josh Nielsen
Andy & Diane Combites Anniversary

Local Christian Concerts
For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts coming
to central Iowa, check out this website:
http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!
OCTOBER

2
3
4
6
8
9
10
11
13
14
19
21
24
28
31

Brock Kimberley
Ruth Nielsen, Darlene Shaffer, Sandy (Hulse) Johnson
Tim & Mary Hay Anniv., Janice Gregerson, Amy Lillegard
Debra (Halfhill) Pekarek
Wendi Engle
Landon Sparks
Matthew McKee
Marilyn Leonard, Matthew Keeling
Inge VanPeursem
Dennis Gilbert, Jan Borts, Jocelyn Harder
Nancy (Carver) Singleton, Catherine Kimberley
Karen (Borts) Zicco
Tom & Susanne Stock Anniversary
Aaryn (Nielsen) Bennett
Don & Becky Fuller Anniversary

The family of Mary Evelyn Edgerton would like to thank
all of you for your love and support during the time of our
mother’s illness and at the time of her death. Your prayers, cards, and gifts helped in honoring her. She loved her
Lord and her church and those gifts will be used to further
the Lord’s work in the mission field. Bless you for your
kind words of sympathy. Her daughters and their families: Marilyn and Bob,
Carolyn and Fred, Mary Kay Merl, Natalie Elvins

SEPTEMBER 2017
SUN

3

MON

4

TUE

5

WED

6

THUR

7

FRI

SAT

1

2

8

9
Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
7 am

Communion

Mingo RUSH YF
3:30 pm

10

11

Farrar Sunday
School
resumes

Farrar Board
meeting 7 pm

12

14

15

Baby Shower
for Carol &
Quinn
Farrar UMC
2 pm

Farrar RUSH YF
7 pm

18

Food pantry
collections &
Farrar
Fellowship

19

20

Farrar UMW
7 pm

Mingo Board
Meeting 6 pm

21

22

Fall begins
24
Mingo Sunday
School Kick-Off
Luau 9 am
Mingo potluck
following
worship

25

16

Mingo UMW
10 am

Farrar COC
meets after
worship

17

13

26

27

28

29

23

OCTOBER 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

World
Communion
Sunday

Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
7 am

Farrar COC
after worship

8

9

10

Farrar Board
meeting
7 pm

15

16

Laity Sunday

23

17

18

Farrar UMW
7 pm

Mingo
Board meeting
6 pm

24

25

Charge
Conference
@Newton First
UMC
2 pm

30

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28
Farrar Hunter/
Harvest
Breakfast
6—11 am

Newsletter
content DUE to
Denise for
Nov / Dec
newsletter
29

12

Farrar RUSH YF Mingo UMW
10 am
7 pm

Food pantry
collections
&
Farrar
Fellowship
22

11

31
Reformation
Day
Halloween

Looking ahead…
Sun., November 5th—Daylight Savings Time ends
Tue., November 7th—Election Day
Sat., November 11th—Veteran’s Day
Thur., November 23rd—Thanksgiving

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?

http://iaumc.org
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CONTACT US

Farrar United Methodist
11180 NE 134th Avenue
Maxwell, Iowa 50161
515.387.8783
Email: farrarumc@gmail.com
Website: http://farrarumc.org
WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am
Mingo United Methodist
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
641.363.4229
Email: info@mingoumc.org
Website: http://mingoumc.org
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am
Adult SS @ 9:45 am
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am
Rev. Dana Wimmer, pastor

Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites.

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches
Rev. Dana Wimmer
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

