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November and December bring us to what is often called the holiday season.
Probably no time receives more attention than Thanksgiving and Christmas. Both are
firmly rooted in American’s faith tradition, although both are celebrated beyond
people of faith.
Thanksgiving may be the purer of the two, in so far as it has not been commercialized
except as the kickoff of the Christmas shopping season. Thanksgiving still ties to the
many blessings that the early Europeans experienced in the early years of their
landing in the Americas. The focus is on thanks giving to God for surviving the trip, a
harsh winter and, finally, a bountiful harvest.
Interestingly enough, given the evolving history of European settlers and native residents, an
important focus of their thankfulness centered on the first human residents of this wild land who showed
them how to have a bountiful harvest in a foreign land. These native peoples welcomed these white
refugees who came ill prepared for the rigors of living in an untamed land.
Thanksgiving continues to remember the humble beginnings of what became America. It
remembers our dependence on God during difficult times and plentiful times. It reminds us that we have
always been a blend of cultures and that we succeed best when we live and work with those different
from ourselves. We are strongest when our various strengths are shared.
Unlike Thanksgiving, Christmas (the older and more important celebration) has had difficulty
maintaining its meaning roots, even while becoming more universally celebrated. Rather than
remembering the humble roots of Jesus’ birth, the celebration of Christmas has become an engagement
in excess. Marketing and creating yearly profit often defines its purpose and success.
Yet for all who cling to the simple story of Christmas, the message still endures in the clamor of
the holiday excess. Its story, like Thanksgiving, speaks of thankfulness and inclusiveness.
A couple of common folk are forced by political forces to travel through the winter while the young
mother is pregnant. While far from home and with no place to seek shelter, she delivers a baby in the
dirty barn of an inn. Despite the hardship they thank God for this birth that is to bless us all. Workers of
the fields (who could not get Christmas off) came to the manger bidden by angels. In time, elite scholars
(with nothing better to do than follow stars) also showed up to celebrate this king who would be like no
other king. So the son of God is born, savior of the lowly and the elite. Both go on bended knee before
the king born in a manger attended by cows and goats.
Mingo and Farrar both have special events along with regular worship to enfold our spirits
with the blessings of Christmas. Don’t miss the children’s programs. Christmas is a story
about a child that has always been best told by children. Come as children yourself caught
in the wonder of the story about God coming as a baby born in a barn.
Take refuge with us. Escape the clamor of the market place. Be at peace in God’s
gentle presence and be thankful.
Rev. Dana Wimmer

g

e

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — September 2017
The September 11, 2017 Farrar Church Board Meeting was called to order by Mike Murphy in Chris Heydon’s absence at 7:00 PM. Pastor Dana Wimmer gave the opening prayer. Those present were Karen Carney,
Ed and Mary Craig, Harold Long, Brent Fick, Pastor Dana, TJ Craig, Cindy Lorius, Mike Murphy, Norm McCoy,
Betty Byers, and Fred Link. Betty read the August secretary’s report. Brent moved to approve it as read with
Fred seconding. Motion carried.
Fred gave the August treasurer’s report. Ed moved to approve it as presented with Brent seconding. Motion
carried.
Pastor Dana reported he spent 28 hours working for the Farrar Church in the past month. He distributed
copies of last year’s Charge Conference reports to use as a guide as this year’s reports are being filled out.
The Trustees will meet to make suggestion on prioritizing church projects and report back to the board for
discussion and action.
After discussion, Brent moved and TJ seconded to put the $xx,xxx CD at Veridian Credit Union for a time
period not more than five years. Motion carried.
Concerning flooring for the basement, we have three bids and need to see one type of flooring in use yet.
One bid is by MPI for $xx,xxx . ACD’s bid is $xx,xxx and Speck USA at $xx,xxx . These are all different types of
flooring systems requiring different amounts of care. This topic was tabled until we have more information.
The following church projects have been suggested: 1) Replace front steps and entry in some way, 2) New
wiring in attic, 3) New lighting in sanctuary, 4) Finish basement walls from Sunday school area to kitchen, 5)
Repair beams and replace windows in the bell tower, 6) Get a second projector and update the sound system
for the sancturary, 7) Repair more stained glass windows, 8) Refinish walls in the bathrooms, 9) New entry
doors for the basement, 10) Repair leaking window over the front door. The Trustees will work on prioritizing
these items.
Mary C. moved and Betty seconded to donate 5 Bibles to the Gideons in memory of Doris Hesselstien, wife
of Pastor Hesselstien who was a pastor at Mingo/Farrar at one time. Motion carried.
Ed moved and Harold seconded to approve the recommendation of the PPR committee to share expenses
with Mingo 50%/50%, since the attendance at each church has been very similar the last couple years. Motion
carried. This will be a change from Mingo paying 60% and Farrar paying 40%.
When the Church on Church Committee met they discussed some of the following items: basement flooring,
projector, possible combined service with Mingo, ringing the church bell, Wed. night sessions, adult Sunday
school, helping flood victims.
Betty moved and Mary seconded to send the local mission giving to Bidwell Riverside. Motion carried.
Karen moved and TJ seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. We closed by praying the Lord’s
Prayer. Thanks to Mike for bringing bars.
Betty Byers, Secretary

We bring people together to
cultivate their hearts to receive the
seeds of God's word and sow those
seeds to share God's blessings with
others.

Preparing hearts to receive the
seeds God has sown through his
Word.

Farrar United Methodist Church

FARRAR UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — October 2017
The Oct. 9, 2017 meeting of the Farrar UMC Church Administrative Board Meeting was called to order by
President, Chris Heydon at 7:00. Pastor Dana Wimmer gave an opening prayer. Those present were Chris, Pastor
Dana, Harold Long, Norm McCoy, Mike Murphy, Warren and Marcia Nielsen, Betty Byers, Cindy Lorius, T. J. Craig
and Ed and Mary Craig. Betty read the September secretary’s report. Cindy move to approve it as read with Mike
seconding. Motion carried.
Pastor Dana reported that he spent 42 hours and drove 338 miles doing work for the Farrar Church. He
reminded everyone that he needed Charge Conference reports. One report was given to Cindy to complete. In
addition to other things, he has been working on a grave side service for Jill Smith, granddaughter of the Dunlaps
who helped in the building of this church.
Fred gave the September treasurer’s report. Karen moved to approve the report as given with Betty seconding.
Motion carried
Mike distributed copies of suggested church building projects and reported that the Trustees recommended to
work on the following three projects: 1) Replace the front steps. 2) Repair the windows and beams in the bell
tower and the front entry window. 3) Replace the outside doors to the basement. Betty moved for the trustees to
add a fourth project to the priority list, refinishing the basement floor. Chris seconded the motion. The trustees
present voted to add the refinishing of the basement floor as a fourth priority. Betty moved and Fred seconded to
accept the four projects listed above as priority items to work on ASAP. Motion carried.
Charge Conference is 10/29/17 at the Newton First UM Church in down town Newton. Everyone is encouraged
to attend.
The Harvest/Hunter Breakfast is Oct. 28, 2017. Cleaning and set up is planned for Wed. Oct. 25th at 6:30 PM.
Some of the topics discussed at the Church on Church Committee Meeting Oct. 01 were Thanksgiving
observance, children’s church attendance, possibly getting a group to go to help rebuild in Houston in the winter,
ideas for Wednesday evening family nights, adult Sunday school, Dec. 17th Christmas Program, getting the tree by
Nov. 26th for the Hanging of the Greens and Christmas caroling.
Laity Sunday will be observed Nov.12. Marie Woodruff will be in charge of the service and will be working with
the youth to help. On Oct. 29th , the Ingathering will be observed with a small service. Nov. 26th is the Hanging of
the Greens. Dec. 3 is the first Sunday of Advent and the UMW Christmas Potluck.
Marcia moved and Mike seconded to send the monthly local giving to Women at the Well. Motion carried.
Mary moved and Warren seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. We closed by praying the Lord’s
Prayer.
Betty Byers, Secretary

Farrar UMC would like to give special
THANKS to Karen Carney. Earlier this
fall, she planted two perennial mums
in the garden, in front of the church
entrance. These will be enjoyed for
years to come! Karen, your
thoughtfulness is appreciated by all.

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — September 2017
The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., Sept. 20th at 6:00 pm with Luanne Heffelfinger,
Janice Gregerson, Chubb Borts, Bill Berriman, Rodney Altes, Carol Kimberley, Bob Matthews, Jolene Brady,
Chairman Bob Leonard and Pastor Dana present.
Pastor Dana opened with a prayer. Bob M. moved to accept last month's secretarial report. Motion
was seconded by Carol K. and passed.
Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval. Expenses were $x,xxx; plus an
outstanding amount due from Farrar for May in the amount of $xxx, $xxx from July and $xxx for the
month of August, minus outstanding checks not returned to the bank before August 31st in the amount of
$x,xxx , making a total balance of $x,xxx on August 31st. Bob motioned to approve the report and was
seconded by Janice. Approval given.
Pastor Dana stated that the PPRC has gathered and compared attendance data for both churches,
showing that their attendance numbers are nearly identical. The PPRC has made the recommendation to
move to a 50/50 split in expenses between both congregations beginning in January 2018. Farrar approved this motion. Bill motioned to approve the 50/50 split and Bob M. seconded. Motion passed.
Jolene reported that the photocopier representative Nick Grossman will be at the Mingo church on
Monday, Oct. 2nd, at 4:30 pm to train, explain, and answer questions regarding the photocopier. Anyone
from both congregations who is interested is invited to attend. An email notification will be sent out to
church members.
Bob L. stated that it is time to schedule a parsonage inspection. Bill B. will get a date and then Farrar
will be contacted, as well. Rodney mentioned that the church windows and siding needs to be cleaned.
He will contact Jeff Wilson and look into the cost and details. The question was raised as to why the
church dumpster is gone and has been replaced with a smaller receptacle. Apparently, several Anderson
dumpsters from around town have been stolen, including the church dumpster. We will make due with
the smaller trash receptacle at this time.
Bishop Laurie Haller has asked each congregation to pray for those affected by the recent disasters
across the globe. It was decided to collect a special offering for the UMCOR disaster relief fund on Sunday, Oct. 1st. An email notice will be sent to church members to get the word out for planning purposes. Special envelopes will be inserted into the church bulletins that morning.
Pastor Dana presented his monthly report. A Bible study covering the Book of Mark is now taking place
each Wednesday at the Mingo UMC at 4:00 pm. Pastor reminded everyone that he will be gone on Sun.,
Nov. 12th. Janice G. stated that the UMW will observe Laity Sunday on that day. She has contacted a gospel group, but has not heard back from them yet.
Jolene reminded everyone that the Sunday school Kick-Off "Luau" party will be Sun., Sept. 24th at 9:00
a.m. with a church potluck after the morning worship service. Everyone is invited to wear tropical-themed
clothing.
Janice G. moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Hawthorn
Hill. Motion was seconded by Bill B. and passed. Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by
Rodney. All joined hands and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.
Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary
Hello My Church Friends,
Thank you so much for all of your prayers and concerns. In time, my strength will come
back. The past six months was hard. I miss you all very much.
Love,
Inge Van Peursem

MINGO UMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES — October 2017
The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., Oct. 18th at 6:00 pm with Luanne Heffelfinger, Janice
Gregerson, Chubb Borts, Bill Berriman, Rodney Altes, Kent McKee, Bob & Marilyn Matthews, Lowell & Diana Halfhill,
Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard and Pastor Dana present.
Pastor Dana opened with a prayer. Lowell moved to accept last month's secretarial report. Motion was seconded by
Janice G. and passed.
Treasurer Luanne shared some figures from the financial report, although complete copies were unable to be
distributed due to technical difficulties with her computer. Luanne reported that the special offering collected for
the UMCOR Disaster Relief was $xxx.
Janice G. noted that the Ambassadors gospel singing group will be coming to sing during the church service on
Nov. 12th. Rodney reported that the church and parsonage siding has been cleaned. Bob L. noted that the parsonage inspection has been complete and all the forms are ready for Charge Conference.
Jolene gave an update on the photocopier meeting. Mike B. has been in contact with Ray, from technical support.
Computers should work with the copier now, but there is a conflict with our wireless router software when using
iPads and handheld devices, but should be an easy fix. Mike is handling this.
Lowell & Diana Halfhill were approached by Joseph Otto of the Jasper County Historical Society to see if our
church would like to decorate a tree in the "Little Country Church" area of the museum. Diana will work with Lori
Pease to decorate the tree -- set up is Wed., Nov. 15th. Chubb made the motion to accept these decorating
plans. Bill B. seconded. Motion passed.
Pastor Dana presented his monthly report. There will be no Bible study next week due to Pastor's jury duty. When they resume, the study will move from 4:00 pm, to 2:00 pm. They will skip the week of Thanksgiving and
also the month of December, then pick back up in January. Pastor noted that Farrar has returned to printing their
bulletins at Mingo on the copier. He also shared that all of the Charge Conference work is completed and copies will
be made. Everyone is invited to attend the Charge Conference at the First UMC in Newton at 2:00 pm on Oct. 29th.
There will be a focus on building discipleship.
Rodney updated everyone that the Harvest Supper plans are in place and he has talked with HyVee in Newton
and the food will be ready. Bob L. mentioned that Sign Pro updated the outdoor sign for him, so it is ready, as
well. They do this each year at no charge to us, as part of their donation towards our event. Posters have been
printed and are ready to hang. Jolene & Mike are working with the post office and their new system to get the
postcards sent out to the 50168 zip code. They should be out a week before the event.
Jolene reported that the Sunday school Christmas Program will be Sunday, Dec. 3rd, with the snow date being the
following Sun. (Dec. 10th). Sunday, Dec. 17th will be the Sunday school Christmas party. The youth will not have
Sunday school on the mornings of Christmas Eve nor New Year's Eve. The church will have their annual Christmas
Eve service at Mingo at 7:00 pm. Bob Matthews will supply the peanuts for the treat bags. Janice G. will get the
candy and apples.
Bill B. and Rodney stated that the YF room will be getting a make-over soon and bids have been placed on the
work. Among a long list of improvements, some items include enclosing the stairway and a sliding door to help with
sound control, 4 double closets with shelves, a hardwood floor, sheet rock for one wall, and building closet space for
storage. Electrical work will also be completed in other areas of the lower sanctuary, as well as enclosing a portion
of the storage closet in the basement to help with pest control.
Chubb moved that this month's Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 worth of canned goods be given to
the Newton Salvation Army. Bill B. will purchase and deliver the cases of canned goods to them. Motion was
seconded by Janice G. and passed. Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bob M. All joined hands
and prayed "The Lord's Prayer" together in closing.
Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary
Thank you everyone for the cards, prayers, and meals while Jolene has been recovering from
surgery. We appreciate it so much and cannot thank you enough. Every one of you are a big
blessing to us!
With gratitude & love,
Mike & Jolene Brady & family

The Farrar United Methodist Women met September 19, 2017 in the Farrar
Church at 7:00 p.m. Betty Byers gave the opening from the Prayer Calendar. The focus
was on a mission in Georgia, the birthday missionary of the day and 2 Bible readings for
the day.
Cards were signed for Mary Simon, Doris Hesseltine, Donna Gilbert, Dodie
Higginbottom, Jan Sinclair and Amy Lillegard. The Response Moment given by Mary Craig.
She reported on how the Bethlehem Center in South Carolina is finding ways to help
those with drug problems by focusing on technology and baking programs. Peggy Vespestad gave the lesson on
"A Purpose Filled Life". After the lesson, we decided we could be doing more volunteering at Bidwell-Riverside in
Des Moines.
President, Betty Byers called the meeting to order. Roll call answered by nine members. Secretary's report
was read and approved. Treasurer Marilyn Heydon presented the treasurer's report. Shonda Hay moved,
seconded by Mary Craig, to accept the report. Carried. There was no old business.
New business: Central District Annual meeting will be September 23, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. at
First United Methodist Church in Des Moines. Laity Sunday is scheduled for October 22. Not sure that date will
work. Betty is still checking on it. Hunter's/Harvest Breakfast will be October 28, 2017. Amy needs a volunteer to
take her place from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Karen Carney offered to do it. In-Gathering will be Saturday,
November 4. The Sunday School class will be putting the school bag kits together on Sunday, October 22. Need to
set a date for planning next years program. Will decide at the October meeting. A joint baby shower for Brittney
Kimberley and Rachel Derscheid will be Sunday, November 5 at 2:00 p.m. in the church.
Next UMW meeting will be October 17. Leader is Marilyn Heydon and hostess is Marcia Nielsen.
Entertainment ideas discussed for Christmas potluck. Decided to contact Sherri Roberts to see if she is available.
Meeting closed with the UMW Purpose. Carolyn Link furnished the refreshments. Carolyn Link, Secretary
The Farrar United Methodist Women met October 17, 2017 in the Farrar Church at 7:00 p.m.
Betty Byers opened the meeting with a prayer, a missionary birthday and the Bible readings for the day all from
the Prayer Calendar. We signed a birthday card for Kathlyne Kraiza, a Methodist missionary. Response Moment
given by Mary Craig. She reported on several articles in Response from several states where women's groups
were trying to promote a greater understanding of other faiths by visiting different religious sites.
Our district friend, Carol Ann Davis of Des Moines, was our speaker for our program. She told of her journey
of faith and how she became involved in the Methodist church. She is now our District Program Resource
Coordinator and attends Staves United Methodist Church in Des Moines. President, Betty Byers opened the
business meeting. Roll call answered by 8 members and one guest, Carol Ann Davis. Secretary's report was read
and approved. Treasurer's report given by Marilyn Heydon. There was no old business.
New business: The slate of new officers for 2018 was read and stayed the same as 2017. The first ballot was
voted on to accept the new officers for 2018 and approved. Laity Sunday will be observed November 12, 2017
with Marie Woodruff in charge of the service and will try and have some youth involved. Hunter/Harvest
Breakfast to be October 28, 2017 from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Discussion on setting a day to fill out our date
books for 2018 and set our programs for the coming year. We decided to try for November 1 at 9:00 a.m. in the
church basement.
Christmas potluck will be December 3, 2017. Farrar Church Christmas program will be December 17, 2017. We
closed the meeting with the UMW Purpose. Marcia Nielsen served refreshments. Carolyn Link, Secretary

Please Join Us—Sunday, December 3rd at 5 pm for Farrar UMC’s
Annual Christmas potluck. Enjoy Fellowship, wonderful food, and
entertainment from our youth.

Mingo UMW News

SEPTEMBER: The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle met on Wednesday,
September 13, 2017 at the Mingo Methodist Church.
President Janice Gregerson opened our meeting with all repeating “Our
Purpose.” The business meeting was held followed by Janice giving the
lesson and leading us in the Benediction.
Lunch was served by Betty Karns to Janice G. and her guest Rose,
Chubb B., Emma W., Ione C., Clara S., Edith P., and Donna B.
OCTOBER: The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle met on Wednesday, October 11, 2017 at our church.
President Janice G. opened our meeting with all reciting “Our Purpose.” Secretary and Treasurer gave
their reports. We discussed planning the “Spring Fling.”
Edith P. gave a lesson from the “Daily Bread.” Janice read from the book, “Heavenly Humor According to the Good Book.”
“Thinking of you cards” were sent to Bonnie Means, Fern Harter, Betty Atwood, and Phyllis Beard
who are no longer able to attend our church.
Clara has given up being our Secretary and Ione will take over.
All repeated the Benediction. Clara served lunch to Donna, Betty, Janice, Edith, Emma, and Ione.
Secretary, Clara Sparks

The women of Mingo’s Uganda pen-pal church have asked us to
help them. They sent us necklaces, wrap bracelets and earrings they
have handmade. There is a beautiful range of colors and styles.
Necklaces are $15, bracelets are $10 and earrings are $5. This
helps the women become more self-sufficient and earn a living.
Keep these in mind, as you think about upcoming holidays and
celebrations.
Contact Jeri or Jolene if you are interested.
Read the Bible. Take your choice from hundreds of
Bible versions and languages. Compare two versions
side by side. You can even choose your font and
display size. Make your online Bible experience just
the way you like it.
Study the Bible. Highlight in your favorite
color, bookmark your favorite Bible verses, and make
notes about what you're learning. Not only are you
spending time in God's Word, you're building a history
of your interaction with the Bible.
Subscribe to Bible Plans. Cover the whole Bible, focus on a topic, or read a devotional from a gifted
teacher. Choose your plan and each day you'll find a Bible selection waiting for you.
Take the Bible with you. Download the Bible App for free on any mobile device. When you use the mobile
app, your notes, bookmarks, highlights, plans, and more will be automatically synced across all of your
devices.

Save The Date—Farrar UMC Annual
Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 17th @ 4 pm—
Birthday cake & special gifts to share, following the program.

FARRAR ADVENT READERS & 2018 ROTATIONS—

We are currently assigning Advent readers for the upcoming season.
We’re also asking for volunteers to fill the various roles during worship.
Please sign up on the clip board being passed around during worship
this month, or email us at Farrarumc@gmail.com to request a certain
date(s). Thank you!

FARRAR - In Memory/Honor Poinsettias:
Please contact Karen Carney to reserve your poinsettia
plant, to be displayed during Advent in honor or memory
of your beloved.
Farrar UMC Serving
Maxwell Food Pantry—2017 Report

•

Each month, the Farrar
UMC has provided
peaches.

•

For those who would
like to donate in the
future, cereal is also a
great item to give.

•

Served 14 families in
October.

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests may be initiated by
contacting either our Pastor, Mary Murphy (Farrar) or
Jolene Brady (Mingo). At that point, a text and email will
be sent out, and a phone call. Both church’s have options
on their website’s for the public to send/post their prayer
requests.

When a prayer request is initiated that might need a follow
-up, we will ask the recipients if it might be ok for us to contact them again in a week or
two for an update on their condition, or outcome of the situation, etc.
The Prayer Chain committee plans to meet about twice per year. Members will be
contacted when the time is closer. If you'd like to join this special ministry team or
would like more information, please contact Mary Murphy or Jolene Brady.
Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@outlook.com
515-967-0501

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
Jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns for November / December
Please keep these friends in your thoughts & prayers:
* The family of Evelyn Edgerton
- Marilyn (Bob) Matthews, Carolyn
(Fred) Link, Mary Kay Marl & Natalie
Elvin
* The family of Ty Carlson
* Jane Kunze, daughter of Bill &
Doris McGinnis
* Barbara Leonard
* Ethan Brady
* Lori Pease
* Kevin & Jan Borts
* Rodney Altes
* Jolene Brady
* Betty Atwood
* Jeff Heffelfinger
* Terry Holdredge (Betty Byer's
cousin)
* Roger LeBel

* Bonnie Means
* Bob Moreland
* Inez Sessker (Peggy Vespestad's
mother)
* Jim Mumford
* Sonny Deaton
* Mary Simon, Harold Long's
daughter
* Lydia, Hu & Peggy Vespetad's
granddaughter
* Brenda Breeden, coworker of
Tawnya Vry

Farrar Sunday School presents...

Farrar Sunday schoolers put
together school bags for the
Ingathering.

MINGO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School Christmas Program & Holiday Schedule:
Our Christmas program will be Sunday, Dec. 3rd at
10:45 am worship time. Snow date will be the following
Sunday, Dec.10th. Everyone is invited to attend!
Cookie & punch reception will follow the program.
Our Christmas party will be Sunday, Dec. 17th. There
will be NO youth Sunday school scheduled for the last
two Sundays falling on Christmas Eve and New Year's.

We have had a great time with YF so far this year! August we took the group to a Christian Music
festival in Cedar Rapids. It was great to hear some good music and get to talk with the artists after
their performances. September we had our kick-off. We discussed our year, had a lesson and discussed the possibility of sprucing up our YF space. We
then went to the McKee's for food and games. In October
we assembled UMCOR Health Kits for the church and discussed the need for these in all the disasters that have
been in the last few months. Our lesson was overcoming
obstacles, that we are not to know why things happen but
to know God is with us and will help us through. November we will be taking the youth to a lock-in retreat in connection to the Ingathering in Greenfield. The youth will
have fun and fellowship Friday night and will be working
on Saturday to unload cars from the attendees with their UMCOR donations. Right now there are
10 youth groups signed up...should be fun to have fellowship with other groups! RUSH YF is open to
all youth 7-12 grades. If you have any questions please call Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299.

The Farrar youth group has met twice this fall. We meet the second Wednesday of each month for a
couple of hours in the evening. Our gatherings are open to all youth, grades 7 to 12. We spend our
time working through a lesson that is pertinent to the youth’s everyday lives, discussing their
thoughts, feelings, and delving into the Bible to find how our topics of discussion relate to what the
Bible tells us. Our goal is to create discussion and learn together. The youth enjoy snacks & drinks
and enjoy an activity to wrap up our time together.
At our October meeting, we continued our
discussion about hosting a pasta dinner in
November, alongside the Red Bird Mission
presentation. The youth would like to make
this evening a fundraiser to support their mission
work and activities they plan to participate in.
More details to come, but it’s looking more and
more like we will hold the dinner and presentation
mid-November on a Wednesday evening. So hold
your Wednesday evenings that month—we’d love
for you to join us for good food and the opportunity
for the youth and others to share photos and their experiences from the summer mission trip in
Kentucky.
Thank you for your continued support! Brent & Denise Fick

For more information about the Farrar RUSH YF, contact Denise or Brent Fick 515-669-8590

Funeral Luncheon—Farrar UMW (Nov. 2016)
The Farrar United Methodist Women will be available to purchase supplies, prepare and serve a
lunch before or after a funeral or memorial service at the Farrar United Methodist Church. The
following policies have been established to help organize this:
If the family wants sandwiches served, it is customary for the family to pay for the meat, buns,
cheese, lettuce, condiments, and chips. UMW can purchase these items or the family can provide
them.
Sandwiches and a variety of salads and desserts are usually served.
The UMW will provide the salads, desserts, a variety of drinks and all paper products required.
The church basement will be cleaned before and after, tables set and food served by the UMW.
A donation to the United Methodist Women is customary for these services. A suggested range
might be: 50 people—$100, 100 people—$200, 125 people—$225
We will need an estimate of how many people could be at the lunch. To make arrangements,
call one of the Funeral Chairpersons while making funeral or memorial arrangements.
Funeral Chairpersons:
Karen Carney
Carolyn Link

515-201-1758 or 515-387-8891
515-387-1239 or 515-313-6095

Receiving the Farrar/Mingo UMC Connection Newsletter:
You can receive a church newsletter in many ways -- it can be viewed at

http://farrarumc.org or http://mingoumc.org
Printed copies will also be available at both churches - just pick up a copy when you come to
church.
If you are unable to pick up a copy or to view the newsletter electronically and want to
continue to receive a printed copy in your home mailbox and have not already contacted
us, please contact Jolene Brady at Mingo UMC or Denise Fick at Farrar UMC.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US
Did you know? Both, Farrar and Mingo UMC’s have a Facebook page,

website, and the ability to reach out via text messaging. Regular posts,
updates, and information is passed around through these mediums on a
regular basis. Want to know more? Contact Denise Fick or Cindy Lorius at
Farrarumc@gmail.com or Jolene Brady at info@mingoumc.org

MINGO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ANNUAL HARVEST SUPPER
Saturday, November 11, 2017
Serving 5:00 – 7:00 P.M.
Carry-Out 4:30 – 5:00 p.m. Free-will donation
TURKEY & DRESSING, MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY, GREEN BEANS, APPLE SALAD, CARROTS & CELERY, DINNER ROLLS & BUTTER, PIE, COFFEE or MILK

*****Gluten-Free Options *****
******************************************************************************************Our Annual Turkey Supper is be
put on this year as a fund-raiser and a fellowship project as we have had for thirty + years. We hope each of yo
will take this opportunity for “another chance to serve our God”, donate to the supper and help where needed.

********IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO DO THE ASSIGNED TASKS OR PROVIDE A DONATION AS
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN WITHOUT DELAY!!!!!!!
********************************
PLANNING COMMITTEE: Rodney Altes, Diana Halfhill, Dawn McKee, Marilyn Matthews, Tawnya Vry,
Ione Cleverley
NO SHIFTS, ALTERNATE AS NEEDED
PUBLICITY: Luanne Heffelfinger 25 posters & 385 fliers for bulk mailing for Mingo area.
YARD SIGNS: Bob Leonard – Update & Post signs
ADVERTISING: Marilyn Matthews – email to KCOB, Newton and Colfax papers, WHO Community Calendar, Mingo Parks & Rec
POSTERS: Bob Matthews 4 to Baxter – Mingo & Colfax businesses, Post Offices, etc.
SANITATION: Luanne contact Sanitation service to empty dumpster Thursday before supper
FREE-WILL DONATION TABLE: Barbara Leonard Monitor money basket/box, give out numbers for
supper line. Need 1-250 for supper line, 1-100 for carryout. Luanne Heffelfinger, direct traffic @ ramp
door and carry-outs; supper line will be sent up to main area to pay and wait for call to eat, need 51-100#
at ramp door.
TRAFFIC DIRECTOR: Rodney Altes

DINING ROOM DIRECTOR FOR SEATING: Julie Warner

SET-UP TABLES, CHAIRS AND SERVING TABLES – SUNDAY, November 5: Rodney Altes, chairman
plus any man present and able to help set up after church (layout on Janitor room door)
SILVERWARE WRAP: Mildred Borts, chair; Marie Molyneux
DECORATE & SET UP DINING AREA: Janet Altes, chair; Rodney Altes, Diana Halfhill, Lowell Halfhill,
Lori Pease, Bob Pease
Table cloths, placemats, silverware, salt & pepper, sugar & creamers, jars for spoons and 8 oz. cups
on table for coffee, milk & water. Set out trays and paper plates and put out chaffing pans on serving table.
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PROVIDE two 9” or three 8” PIES: Theresa Berriman, chair; Please have cooled pies to nursery
before
2:30 p.m. Want to cut pies around 3:30 p.m. DO NOT HAVE TO BE HOMEMADE !!!!!!
Janet Altes
Jolene Brady Marilyn Matthews
Tawnya Vry
Amanda Bode
Diana Halfhill Dawn McKee
Julie Warner
Donna Beals Jeri Heffelfinger Edith Patrick
Emma Weston
Janet Beem
Luanne Heffelfinger Lori Pease
Theresa Berriman Barbara Leonard
Judy Rumbaugh
Jan Borts
PIE CUTTING: Theresa Berriman, Dawn McKee, Edith Patrick, Chubb Borts, Betty Karns
PIE SERVING: Theresa Berriman, Dawn McKee
KITCHEN: Ione Cleverley, Supervisor

TURKEY: Rodney Altes, chairman; Marilyn Matthews
GREEN BEANS: John Weston, chair
MAKE DRESSING & GRAVY: Ione Cleverley, chair; Donna Beals, John Weston, Daryl Pals
POTATOES: John Weston, chairman; Daryl Pals
ROLLS & BUTTER: Donna Beals, chair
APPLE-MACARONI SALAD: (Double Batch) Dawn McKee, chair; Carol Kimberley, Betty Karns, Diana
Pals
RELISHES: Lori Pease, chair
DRINKS: MAKE & SERVE COFFEE, MILK & WATER: Emma Weston, Diana Pals
CLEAN TABLES & RESET TABLES: Kent McKee, Main Room; Tawyna Vry, South Room, Bob
Pease, Bailey Pease, Katherine Vry and YF Youth to assist in carrying trays for guests as needed, pick
up dirty dishes from tables, reset tables, etc.
CLEAN-UP ROOM: Bob Leonard, chairman; Bob Matthews, Mike Brady. Take care of trash bags and
clean trays for supper line.
KITCHEN CLEAN-UP: Craig Warner, Carroll Rumbaugh - any willing hands to keep kitchen cleaned
up:
Do pots and pans, etc. as needed;
Food Item
Servers
Meat Entrée
Saralee Sickles/Janet Beem
Potatoes/Gravy Ashlee Hunter/Ellen Rhodes
Green Beans Jerrica Beem/Diana Halfhill
Salad/Rolls
Janice Gregerson, Bailey Pease
TABLECLOTHS & DISH TOWELS: Dawn McKee Wash and return after supper
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FINAL CLEAN UP: Everyone is needed to get things back in order after serving is completed. Take
down decorations, put away salt, pepper, sugar, creamers, gather up tablecloths, put away tables &
chairs, run vacuum and clean kitchen. All food to be sent home with anyone who wants, if you want to
make a donation, great. Just needs to be removed from the church. If we need to take some to Teen
Challenge, can be decided that night.
Leave 1 small and 2 large tables for SS Class in main hall, 2 tables in south classroom, remainder
of tables either in storage room or furnace room on a cart. Stack chairs on south wall or in south
classroom on east wall. Few chairs around Sunday School class tables. Try to set up for Sunday
School in a.m.!!!

WORK SCHEDULE & GENERAL FYI’S

CHURCH WILL BE OPENED FOR DELIVERY OF ITEMS AT 8:00 A.M.
Cooks to decide times to start food, etc. when to be there
WORKERS TO CHURCH AT APPROPRIATE TIMES TO GET FOOD READY FOR THEIR AREAS
CARRY-OUT MEALS AVAILABLE @ 4:30 P.M.
SERVING LINE TO FOLLOW CARRY-OUTS APPROXIMATELY 5:00 P.M
FOOD SERVING: We will use cafeteria line, generous servings, but not overboard, refill if any
guest requests. ALL FOOD HANDLERS MUST WEAR PLASTIC GLOVES. A BOX OF
GLOVES AVAILABLE IN KITCHEN AND PIE ROOM.
PIES: Use nursery to cut & serve pies. Cut 9” pies into 8 slices, 8” pies into 6 pieces. On serving
table put like kinds of pie together, when we mix them up it makes guest’s decision more difficult.
Two people at serving table to assist guest in making choice & help with cool whip. Serving line
guide will direct guests into nursery to choose their pie.
TABLE SERVERS/CLEANERS/RESET: YF YOUTH/KENT MCKEE, TAWNYA VRY, BOB
PEASE, 1 or 2 available to carry trays for guests as needed. Tubs for cleaning off tables; reset
table with placemats, plastic ware, extra napkins, 8 oz. cups. These supplies will be located with
Drink Station or on east cabinets in main area or on cabinet in south class room. Kent in charge of
Main Room, Tawnya in charge of South Room.
********CLEANERS PLEASE WAIT UNTIL GUESTS HAVE LEFT THE TABLE BEFORE REMOVING
DIRTY DISHES. THOSE HANDLING DIRTY DISHES SHOULD NOT RESET TABLES **************
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SS TEACHERS: HAVE YOUR SUPPLIES PUT AWAY FOR SUPPER AFTER CLASS ON
SUNDAY BEFORE DINNER. Can use some of those white plastic tablecloths for coverage.
LIST OF YOUTH:
Ethan Brady Kolbe McKee Colton Brady
Austin Brady
Lily McKee
Michala Smith
Jerrica Beem
Brooke Pease
Melanie Vry
Caleb Heffelfinger

The PLANNING COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO HAS
ASSISTED US IN ANY WAY. IT TAKES ALL OF US. IF YOU HAVE ANY ADJUSTMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS, WE WELCOME YOUR INPUT.
DUTIES OF EACH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
NO ONE IS EXPECTED TO PAY FOR THESE PURCHASES, THEY ARE ALL REIMBURSABLE
PUBLICITY: Make 25 Posters for Poster Committee
Print 385 Fliers for bulk mailing for Mingo area and mail the week before dinner
ADVERITISING: Make contact to KCOB, Advertiser, Newton Daily News, and Jasper County Tribune.
Save the Date Notice in papers by the middle of August. Turkey Supper ads to be
in papers and on radio 1st week in October.
POSTERS: To Baxter, Mingo & Colfax businesses, Post Offices, Community Park & Rec
SET-UP TABLES: Usually done Thursday evening before dinner. Tablecloths with pads, placemats, plastic ware, salt/pepper, sugar & creamers, 8 oz. cups, extra spoons in mason jars, extra
napkins on table, table decorations. Set out brown trays, large plates, put out chaffing pans on
serving table, put out pie racks.

TURKEY: Order 12-25 pound turkeys to be prepared by HyVee catering. Chairman to pick-up
prepared turkey on Saturday of dinner. Turn bill into church treasurer for reimbursement
DRESSING/GRAVY: Buy ingredients for both dressing/gravy, turn bill into Church treasurer for reimbursement. Locate your pans & utensils for mixing, baking and serving. There is a recipe available for this. Dawn & Jan will work on Gluten-Free gravy (maybe dressing, too)
POTATOES: Purchase potato mix. The brand used is IDAHOAN, may be purchased at Hy-Vee
or Walmart. Need 1 case, Buttery Homestyle, Gluten-Free, & 3 lbs. stick butter. Turn your bill into
Church treasurer for reimbursement. Locate your utensils for mixing, boiling water and serving.
Use stovetop directions.
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GREEN BEANS: Have been traditionally donated by Janet Altes, (60 qts). Locate pans and bowls for
warming/serving. Add additives for seasoning.
SALAD: Have used Apple-Macaroni Salad, recipe available for this. Purchase ingredients for this, turn
bill into Church treasurer for reimbursement. Locate your utensils for mixing and storage. Use covered
4 oz. bowls for both carry-outs and serving for supper. May fill ahead and serve them from the table.
Also helps for carry-outs. Janice G will order bowls.
RELISHES: Chairman will purchase baby carrots and celery; need 4 pounds of each.
ROLLS/BUTTER: Order and buy rolls & butter. (20 doz. And 5# stick butter). Use salad plates to put
two whole sticks on each table (10 tables). Need zip-lock bags (100) for carry-outs. Turn bill into
Church treasurer for reimbursement.
DRINKS: Purchase coffee, milk & ice. Turn bill into Church treasurer for reimbursement. Get coolers,
pitchers, carafes’. Drink work station in west entryway and on northeast counter in main dining room.
Milk, Coffee, Ice, Bags.
PIE: Plan number of kinds of pies, have previously used sign-up sheet for this. Have check off list
available
when delivered. Plates/boxes available from paper supplies.
PLASTICWARE: Purchase 300 at The Party Store in Ankeny.
bursement.

Turn bill into church treasurer for reim-

PAPER PRODUCTS:
Divided plates, 9” – 300; carry-out boxes, 75; large napkins – 600; pie boxes – 1 bag;
8 oz. cups – 500; 6” salad plates – 300-400;
Placemats through party store – 300
Heavy duty garbage bags – 3 large boxes - Black
Plastic ware – 300
Covered 4 oz. bowls through Janice Gregerson
Food Warmers
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GROCERY LIST FOR EACH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN TO PURHASE ITEMS NEEDED FOR THEIR
AREA. PLEASE CHECK KITCHEN SUPPLIES BEFORE PURCHING YOUR GROCERIES.
Turkeys

12 25 pounds

Dressing
Herb-seasoned cubes
14 bags
Bread
14 sandwich loaves (white only)
Onions
3 one-pound bags
Celery
4 bags
Eggs
4 dozen, extra large
Chicken Base
4 jars powder, found in soup section
Sage
3 cans
Salt
1 box
Pepper
1 can, large
Pam Spray
2 cans
Parkay
4 pounds, stick
Heavy Foil
3 rolls
Potatoes
Parkay

2 cases IDAHOAN Buttery Homestyle, glute-free (10-pkg/case)
2
pounds, stick

Gravy
Kitchen Bouquet
3 bottles for gravy
Chicken
1 Medium size for gravy
Flour
5 pounds gluten-free
RELISHES
Baby carrots
Celery
ROLLS
Butter
Drinks
Coffee
Milk
Sugar
Splenda
Creamer
Ice
Pie
Cool Whip
Misc
Sterno

4 pounds
3 bags
24 dozen
4 pounds (cut into thirds to place on tables-2/table)
3 pound Folgers Decaf
3 gallons (2-2% and 1 whole)
1 box (check cabinet may be some on hand)
1 box (check cabinet may be some on hand)
1 box (check cabinet may be some on hand)
3 25 pound bags
2 large for pies
6 cans for warmers
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Happy Birthday & Anniversary
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!
November

3
5
6
7
8
9
11
15
17
18

Curtis Todd

19
20
21
23
27
28
29
30

Anita (Carney) Todd

Jacob Nielsen

William Nielsen, Robert & Sarah Coyle Anniversary
Kenneth Weston, Roger LeBel
Charles Shirley, Eric Longnecker
Andrew Cory, Jessi Engle
Mike & Mary Murphy Anniversary
Luanne Heffelfinger
Jerry Heffelfinger, Allison Stock, and Tammy Whitaker
Theresa Berriman, Jim Pollock, Nola Hanson, Jeff & Karie
Hosbond Anniversary
Donna Beals, Norman McCoy
Kolbe McKee, Marna Davenport, Ksandra Lou Engle
Hubert Vespestad
Don Karns, Lori Cory, Brent & Denise Fick Anniversary
Fern Harter
Tim Hay
Duane Skidmore

Local Christian Concerts
For Christian music artists, entertainers and concerts coming
to central Iowa, check out this website:
http://christianconcertalerts.com/des-moines-christian-concerts/

Happy Birthday & Anniversary
To all those who are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary this month!

December
2

Bonnie Means

3

Betty Byers, Richard Adams

4

Tedi (Hay) Davis

5

Debbie Jackson

9

Sarah Coyle

10

Brock & Brittney Kimberley Anniversary

11

Miriam McCoy, Carroll Shissler, Carol Rumbaugh

12

Doug Gilbert

14

Mike VanPeursem

16

Mitch Vespestad

17

Tristan Coyle

18

Nicole Craig, Jessica Kimberley

20

Dani Steenhoek, Lincoln Brady

22

Dennis & Donna Gilbert Anniversary

23

Janet Clement

24

Don Fuller

26

Austin Brady

27

Jenny Heydon

28

Clayton Byers, Peggy Vespestad, Cindy Lorius

29

Jerry Schiermeister

31

Liz Nielsen, Tabetha & Paige Gathercole

NOVEMBER 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

RUSH YF
Ingathering
lock-in
@Greenfield
UMC

Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
7 am

“Fall Back” - Don’t forget to turn your
clocks back on Saturday night, Nov. 4

Mingo RUSH YF
3:30 pm

5

6

7

Communion

8

9

10

Mingo UMW
10 am

COC
Committee
meeting

11
Mingo Harvest
Supper 5 pm

Farrar
RUSH YF
7 pm

Brittney &
Rachel’s baby
shower @2 pm

Election Day

12

13

Farrar Laity
Worship

Farrar Board
meeting 7 pm

14

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

Mingo Board
meeting 6 pm

Gospel Singers
@Mingo worship

19

20

Food pantry
collections &
Farrar
Fellowship

21

22

Farrar UMW
7 pm

Happy
Thanksgiving
26
Farrar’s
Hanging of The
Greens

27

28

29

30

Gospel Singers
Come To Mingo
The Ambassador Gospel
Singers will perform at the
Mingo UMC during worship—

Sunday, November 12th

DECEMBER 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

1

2
Farrar Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast &
reading of The
Christmas
Story
7 am

Special notes:
 December 3rd—Advent season begins
 Snow date for Mingo S.S. Christmas program is Dec. 10th
 Farrar UMC food pantry collection—third Sunday of each month

3

4

Communion

5

6

7

8

Mingo RUSH YF
3:30 pm

Farrar RUSH YF Mingo UMW
10 am
7 pm

Farrar COC
committee mtg.

9

Mingo S.S.
Christmas
program 10:45 am
Farrar UMW
Christmas

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

21

22

23

Farrar
RUSH YF
7 pm

Farrar Board
meeting
7 pm

Mingo UMW
10 am
17

18

19

20
Mingo
Board meeting
6 pm

Mingo S.S.
Christmas party
Farrar Children’s
Christmas
program 4 pm

24

25

Christmas Eve
@Mingo
7 pm
New
Year’s
Eve

31

Christmas
Day

26

27

28

29

30

Have you checked out the Iowa Conference website?

http://iaumc.org
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CONTACT US

Farrar United Methodist
11180 NE 134th Avenue
Maxwell, Iowa 50161
515.387.8783
Email: farrarumc@gmail.com
Website: http://farrarumc.org
WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL @ 9:00 am
Mingo United Methodist
202 W. Main St., PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
641.363.4229
Email: info@mingoumc.org
Website: http://mingoumc.org
Children’s SS @ 9:30 am
Adult SS @ 9:45 am
WORSHIP @ 10:45 am
Rev. Dana Wimmer, pastor

Did you know? You can also view this newsletter at either of the church’s websites.

Farrar and Mingo United Methodist Churches
Rev. Dana Wimmer
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

