MINGO UMC

Messenger

Pastor’s Note

JOIN US!
Sunday School:
Children meet Sept. - May:
9:30 - 10:30 am
Adults meet year-round:
9:45 - 10:30 am
Worship:
10:45 - 11:45 am
Youth Fellowship:
2nd Saturday of every month

CONNECT:
Pastor Wimmer:
515-322-4475
Church Office:
641-363-4229
(to leave a message)
Email:
info@mingoumc.org

APRIL 2018

A

er
Pastor Dana Wimm

s the month begins with Easter, we consider the exercise of the
mind in the context of how we use our intellect to create a world
more like God’s plan. I remind you of the line from the Lord’s Prayer
“…thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven…” Easter challenges us to
ask how we use our minds to put to death the world that is not of God
and to resurrect the world in the image of God. In the model of Jesus,
how do we do that by offering ourselves rather than condemning others?

To love God with all your mind calls us to strengthen our intellect with the understanding that to
study the complexities of life helps fulfill the Christian call to transform the world. There is no
separation of learning and faith. Mistakenly, Galileo was put in prison for discovering that the
universe was ordered in ways more complicated than the Bible described. His discoveries (accepted by
nearly everyone today) did not deny Biblical truth — they filled in the details of God’s creation that
were not apparent or of primary concern to the people who wrote the Bible.
The Bible and knowledge about the world are not in conflict. The Bible deals with how God deals
with humans. The sciences of relationships (sociology, psychology, etc.,) still learn from the Bible.
The harder sciences deal with the detailed cause and effects of how the world came to be and how it
continues to create. The Bible has little interest in the details of creation of the past or the present
except to say, God directs it. The Bible is more concerned about how we create a human system that
reflect Jesus’ values. Our minds honor God when we use them to wrestle with all knowledge, not just
the knowledge that confirms our prejudices.
To love God with all our minds, means to always be curious, to always ask why and to seek the
answers in an orderly and well thought out manner. To use our minds sometimes means to realize that
life is more complicated than common sense solutions. Often the words “common sense” mean
“doing it my way.” Not surprisingly, many things called common sense are found to be wrong when
tested, meaning they were habitual rather than tested by the brilliant, complicated mind that God
gave us.

Web:
www.mingoumc.org

God has created an incredibly complex world, with complex relationships and causes hidden from the
casual observer. We honor God when we try to understand the complex rather than accepting cliché.
Without persons who looked beyond the ordinary, we would still be living in caves.

Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church

Even our study of the Bible should be open to stretch the mind and not assume that the words can
only be understood one way for all time. To understand scripture, we need to understand historical
context, as well as what they say to the heart today. Both may be valued hearings, but incomplete
without comparison.
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Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
Iowa Conference United
Methodist Church
• iaumc.org •

To love the Lord your God with all your mind, means to be willing to think, to challenge the old and
the new, to wonder. Do this often and with enthusiasm. Seek to answer, how can we do better at
making the world into the image of God rather than our own image? Exercise the mind,
God gave it to us to use. Work to be fully attuned to God’s possibilities, especially the ones
not yet attained. For the Kingdom of God is at hand, but not yet fully claimed.

~ Pastor Dana Wimmer

LOCAL CHRISTIAN
CONCERTS:

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes

For Christian concerts & activities,
check out this website:
christianconcertalerts.com

T

Thurs., Apr. 12 - MercyMe and Tenth
Avenue North LIVE Tour
With Jeremy Camp
Wells Fargo Arena: 7 - 10:00 pm

Pastor Dana opened with a prayer. Janice G. moved to accept last month’s secretarial report.
Motion was seconded by Lowell and passed.

SUNDAY
SCHOOL NEWS

March 2018

he Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., Mar. 21st at 6:00 pm with
Luanne Heffelfinger, Janice Gregerson, Bill Berriman, Rodney Altes, Lowell Halfhill,
Carol Kimberley, Marilyn Matthews, Chubb Borts, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard
and Pastor Dana present.

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval. Expenses were $##,###.##; with
deposits from donations totaling $#,###.##; plus an amount transferred of $##,###.##; making
a total balance of $#,###.## on February 28th. Luanne’s motion to approve the report was
seconded by Chubb. Approval given. Luanne also reported that $187.00 was collected for the
UMCOR offering.
For old business, Bill noted that the response plan to violence and/or emergencies is complete.
Bill & Rodney have installed a doorbell / camera, as well as an inexpensive tablet with video
surveillance access via the monitor. Caleb Heffelfinger is helping to monitor the activity during the
church service, with Bill B. and John W. as additional adult supervision. Bill, Rodney & Bob L.
conducted a walk-through with the sheriff. A future walk-through with other church members
will take place after the luncheon on Sunday, Mar. 25th. Bill also reported that all electrical circuits
have been identified and labeled. One EXIT sign is not working. The electrician is scheduled to
come next week to look at it. Four fire-rated doors with windows have also been purchased. The
AC unit which is under contract was serviced today, so it is ready for seasonal use.
Looking ahead to advanced planning, Farrar will host Maundy Thursday services on Mar. 29th at
7 pm, and Good Friday services will be at 7 pm in Mingo on Mar. 30th, with a 24-hour prayer
vigil on that Sat., Mar. 31st.

Join us for our annual EASTER
EGG HUNT at the end of Sunday
school on Easter Sunday, April
1st. All children are welcome!

Jolene shared that the youth Sunday school will have their annual Easter Egg Hunt at the end of
Sunday school time on Sun., April 1st. The Sunday school year-end party and Youth Sunday
service is planned for May 13th, on Mother’s Day. Jerrica Beem is our only HS graduate this year.
(The youth will print their own bulletins for that Sunday.) We will plan to have a picnic potluck at
the Mingo Community Center for the whole congregation on Youth Sunday. Meat, drinks &
plates/silverware will be furnished. Everyone can bring a side dish to share. Dessert will be cake
and provided in honor of our graduate and mothers. Carol K. will order the cake. Marilyn will
purchase the graduation gift.
There are no children from our congregation planning to attend church camp this summer, but
Austin Brady and his 8th grade class from Newton Christian School will be taking a working
mission trip on May 5-8th to MN and other locations in IA. They will visit a Spanish church at
Iglesia Esperanza (a Christian Missionary Alliance Church) near Apple Valley, MN; participate in a
Camp Volunteer Day at Hidden Acres Christian Center in Dayton, IA, cleaning inside the cabins
and grounds; visit the Joshua Christian Academy - Inner City Christian School; and also finish
with Hope Ministries in Des Moines, helping students with reading and cleaning up the grounds.
Rodney motioned that the $25-per-day camp donation be given to Austin to help cover his
expenses. Bill B. seconded. Motion passed.

GUATEMALA
MISSION TRIP
Please pray for the Pella UMC.
Nick & Brenda (Leonard) McCarrick
tell us that 16 mission trip
members are building a home
in Guatemala. Let’s keep them
safe with our prayers!

VBS 2018 “Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus” has been scheduled for Sun., June 10th - Thurs.,
June 14th, from 6-8:00 pm. The final program & meal will take place on that last day of VBS
(Thurs., June 14th). Volunteers and extra helpers are always appreciated.
Since Jolene will not be available on April 18th, Lowell made the motion to move our next board
meeting to the second Wed. of the month (Apr. 11th) at 6:00 pm. Chubb seconded. Motion passed.
Carol K. moved that this month’s Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to
Vacation Bible School. Motion was seconded by Rodney and passed. Janice moved that the
meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bill B. All joined hands and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer”
together in closing.

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
March 2018 Meeting Notes
The UMW met on March 14th, 2018, at 10:00 am at the Mingo United Methodist
Church. President Janice G. opened the meeting with all repeating Our Purpose. The
secretary’s report was read and approved. The treasurer’s report was given and approved. Dues
were paid by all and a collection for Bidwell Riverside was collected. Thinking of you cards were
sent to past members. Lunch plans were decided for the March 25th meeting following the church
service when the emergency plan will be shared. Our May Fling plans were discussed. Decorations
and lunch plans will be discussed at our next meeting. Bible school will be June 10-24, with Farrar
UMW serving this year. A delicious lunch was served by Chubb B. and Donna B. presented an an
interesting lesson on hymns.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:
Ways to Connect —
To find out more about Farrar
UMC upcoming events and
information, visit FarrarUMC.org
or the Farrar United Methodist
Church Facebook page.

Ione Cleverley, Secretary

FAITH POWER
ASSEMBLY CHURCH:
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL
IGANGA, UGANDA
Keep our sister church & school in your
daily prayers for safety & provision.

Mingo City Library
Book Club meets
the 1st Tuesday
of the month
at 10:00 am.

FARRAR / MINGO
Vacation Bible School 2018
Sun., June 10 - Thurs., June 14
6-8 pm
at the Mingo UMC
Grand Finale Program
& Water Part y - Thursday Evening

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CLOSED
5:00 -7:00 pm
9 :00 am - 1:00 pm
1:00 - 5:00 pm
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
CLOSED
9:00 - 11:00 am

Mingo Post Office
Phone: 641-363-4206
Monday - Friday
11:45 am - 3:45 pm
Saturday
11:45 am - 2:30 pm

Prayer Chain Ministry

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Mary Murphy
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady
(Mingo). At that point, a text
and email will be sent out, and
a phone call. Both church’s
have options on their website’s
for the public to send/post
their prayer requests.
When a prayer request is
initiated that might need a
follow-up, we will ask the
recipients if it might be ok for
us to contact them again in a
week or two for an update on
their condition, or outcome of
the situation, etc.
The Prayer Chain committee
plans to meet about twice
per year. Members will be
contacted when the time is
closer. If you'd like to join this
special ministry team or would
like more information, please
contact Mary Murphy or
Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Prayer Concerns for April

Please keep these friends
in your thoughts & prayers.

• Family of Tom Davenport
• Family of Harriet Hulse Murphy
(Larry Hulse’s sister)
• Donna Shissler
• Barbara Leonard
• Kevin & Jan Borts
• Judy Rumbaugh
• Betty Atwood
• Jeff Heffelfinger
• Marcia Nielsen
• Andy Leonard
• Jessica Wimmer
• Terry Holdridge (Betty Byer’s cousin)
• Roger LeBel
• Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
• Bob Moreland
• Jim Mumford

• Sonny Deaton
• Mary & Rich Simon (Harold Long’s
daughter & son-in-law)
• Lydia (Hu & Peggy Vespetad’s
granddaughter)
• Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
• Peggy Mitchum (mother-in-law of
Harold Long’s daughter, Mary)
• Clarence Turner (Bob & Marilyn
Matthews’ friend)
• Leroy Sparks (Mary Craig’s brother)
• Chet Sparks (Mary Craig’s nephew)
• Kenny (Hale Kincaid’s brother)
• Emma Weston
• Lee Bourchard (Harold Long’s friend)
• Ed Krekow (Bob Matthews’ brother-in-law)

RUSH Youth Fellowship

RUSH YF
enjoyed Faith &
Family Day with
the Iowa Wolves.
(Not pictured are
Tawnya, Melany
& McKayla.)

Farrar Contact:
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@outlook.com
515-967-0501

I

n March, RUSH YF went to Faith and Family Day with the Iowa Wolves.
We enjoyed a concert following the game featuring Josh Wilson!!! We also will
be going to the Easter Cantata at the Ankeny Methodist Church Sat., March 24.
It’s always very enjoyable. Our next meeting will be Sat., April 14th. ~ 3:30-6:00 pm.
See you then!
RUSH YF is open to all youth 7-12 grades. If you have any questions please call
Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299

OUR CALENDAR ~ APRIL 2018
1 COMMUNION
Easter
Sunday

7

7:00 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
“Genesis” Study
@ Farrar UMC

Farrar UMC will have a sunrise service at 7:30 am,
followed with breakfast. Their normal worship
service will begin at 9 am. Mingo worship service
begins at 10:45 am.

EGG HUNT AT END OF
SUNDAY SCHOOL

10

am 11 10:00
UMW Meeting

3:30 pm RUSH Youth
Fellowship

6:00 pm Board Meeting*

*NOTE different date
this month.

FOOD PANTRY

• Sunday, May 13 (Mother’s Day) YOUTH SUNDAY -

The Sunday school children and youth
will lead the service that day. We will honor our HS graduate, Jerrica Beem, and celebrate the
end of Sunday school for this school year. We will be having a picnic potluck at the Mingo
Community Center after the worship service that day so the children can play on the new
playground equipment (if it rains, we’ll just be inside the Community
Center). Meat, drinks, plateware and silverware will be provided.
Please bring a side dish to share. Dessert will be provided -a cake to honor our graduate & mothers!

ADVANCED PLANNING
& INFORMATION

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 25th of the month.
Thank you! [jolene@bradyworks.com]

April 3 —
Diane Matthews Riesburg
Jaycie Webster

April 8 —

April 12 —

April 28 —

Brian Rumbaugh

William Gregerson

Kevin Altes

April 5 —

April 10 —

April 14 —

April 30 —

Sarah Burns
Jerry & Luanne Heffelfinger
(Anniversary)

Marshall Jackson

Colton Harder

Bailey Pease

April 6 —
Melany Vry

April 18 —
Craig Warner

Subscribe to United Methodist Now: Inspiration for Daily Living

United Methodist Now is a biweekly e-newsletter for church members
to highlight examples of Christian living, share inspirational messages,
and focus on what it means to be part of our connection.
www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-now-inspiration-for-daily-living

Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Dana Wimmer
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

