
For my last three Sundays, I will look at some of my 
favorite scriptures as a means to share the core of my

faith. In this article, I will share core scriptures with some 
introductory comments on their importance.

The first scripture that holds significance for me is the 
pronouncement of God’s name in Exodus 3. What is the significance of the name 
translated into English as “I am who I am”?  This name reveals more about God
than a form of address. It even answers the favorite confirmation question:  If God 
created everything, who created God?

The second scripture that has touched my life significantly is the prelude of John or 
John 1:1-18. Here we see deeper into Jesus’ relationship with God and more about 
the nature of God.  My review of this scripture will look into the fullness of the 
pronouncement, “In the beginning was the Word.”

My third most important scripture finds its place more personally, than universally. 
The end of the story where Jesus resurrects Lazarus from the grave revealed for me 
the importance of community in personal, spiritual and emotional growth.  Almost 
imperceptibly, it revealed the community nature of ministry. The scripture that reveals
this more universally is Romans 12. This passage, which defines the church better than
any other, holds a vital role in our understanding of who we are as a Christian community.

In  Matthew 9:13 and 12:7, Jesus quotes from Micah 6:8 or Hos. 6:6 an eternal truth of
the God who is called “I Am who I Am”.  God’s proclamation, “I desire mercy” is made
even more clear in Isaiah 3:13 and most of the prophets. God and God’s people are to
care for the poor and the broken over the desires of the rich and mighty.

Together, these scriptures reveal God as the essence of life with the desire for that life to
serve all creation. They move from high philosophy to practical expectations, describing
God beyond what words can express and as one who dies on the cross. A God far above
us and a God in our midst. A God who has limitless power who does not force, but 
invites us to co-create freely.

I hope you will be with me on my last three Sundays as we look at God who is the
essence of being. Hear the call God has for us, the church, not so much as individuals, 
but as a community of many gifts. May your hearts be open to God’s eternal hope, 
which is the loving care of creation and all its creatures. 
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The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., May 16 at 6:00 pm with Luanne Heffelfinger,
Bill Berriman, Rodney Altes, Lowell Halfhill, Carol Kimberley, Kent McKee, Chubb Borts, Bob
& Marilyn Matthews, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard and Pastor Dana present.

Pastor opened with a prayer.  Bill moved to accept last month’s secretarial report. Motion was seconded
by Carol K. and passed.

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Expenses were $#,###.##, minus $###.##
owed from Farrar; making a total balance of $#,###.## on April 30th.  Kent’s motion to approve the 
report was seconded by Lowell H. Approval given.  

Pastor Wimmer shared his report with the group.  Pastor has 1 week of vacation left so will plan to take
off his last Sunday, June 24th.  His last day to preach will be Sunday, June 17th (Father’s Day).  Pastor
Phil Dicks will begin July 1, 2018, but he will not preach that day. His first day to preach will be July
8th.  The pulpit will be filled by Rev. Neil Cross on June 24th, and someone will be found for July 1st,
possibly Pastor Gary Armstrong.  Jolene will contact Pastor Phil to set up a meeting time with key 
people handling the administrative / order of worship and weekly church duties. She will check if 
some day during the first week of July might work.

Bob Leonard received a letter from Guide One insurance requesting that they inspect any boilers or
pressure vessels in the building.  Bob will meet with the representative on Friday.

It was noted that the YF offering envelopes were inadvertently left out of last week’s church bulletins during our
annual Youth Sunday worship service.  Envelopes will be available for a special collection on this Sunday, May 20.  

Jolene submitted an invoice for printing and publishing materials for the production of the church
newsletter (dated January through June issues).  Carol K. motioned that the church pay for the 
ongoing monthly billable services; seconded by Kent.  Motion carried.

Bill B. noted that Hamilton Glass would be putting in the windows on the ramp doors on Friday. The
doors are also getting stained.

First Aid Training will take place on Sunday, June 3rd. The sheriff will lead the program, which includes
not only invaluable first aid training, but also provide procedures on how to “stop the bleed,” which is
included in the special trauma kits we now have at the church.  We will have a covered dish potluck
after the morning worship service, with the training session to begin after the meal.  Farrar UMC and
the community has been invited to attend.

Jolene reminded others that VBS 2018 “Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus” has been scheduled for Sun.,
June 10th - Thurs., June 14th, from 6-8:00 pm.  The final program and meal will take place on that last
day of VBS (Thurs., June 14th).  Volunteers and extra helpers are always appreciated.  

A spring clean up day for the church will be Saturday, June 30th, beginning at 9:00 am.  We have many
indoor and outdoor projects to work on. Jobs are available for all ages and skill levels.  We will be ordering
Casey’s pizza for lunch.

Both the Farrar and Mingo churches will have a combined church service at Ashton Park on Sunday,
July 15th. Jolene has been in contact with Cindy Lorius at Farrar to fine-tune the details. Everyone from
both churches are invited to attend, and bring their own lawn chairs and food to share.  The worship
service will begin at 11:00 am, with a potluck to follow. There will be bubbles and lawn games for the
children.  Kent will check on the availability of electricity at the park.  Jeri Ann might have a karaoke-
style microphone / portable speaker that could be used for the Pastor’s sermon.  Jolene will get the 
information out to everyone as soon as all the details are in place.

The Vision Committee meeting was held on April 29th and Jolene shared information from their report.
The group covered a great deal of topics and prioritized the list of current and future maintenance and 
remodeling projects, as well as church evangelism and ways to spark church growth, which has been a real
struggle.  The need was discussed to replace the traditional Turkey Supper & Ice Cream Social, by focusing 
on community outreach and missions.  Gaining more church members would ultimately equal more funds
coming into the church in the future.  Ideas include a block party in the summer, a soup or spaghetti dinner
or luncheon in the fall, and a potato or taco bar in the wintertime, which could partner with the Christmas
Carol Sing-along (as free events for our community). Janet Beem (Evangelism Committee, in absentia) 
supplied several ideas and notes regarding the Community Block Party.  Saturday, August 4th is reserved for
the day and will include a potluck-style meal, homemade ice cream, a school supply give-away, and lots of fun
for families and children.  Bill made the motion for the Vision & Evangelism Committees to proceed with
their ideas for creating 3 smaller events throughout the year, taking the place of the Ice Cream Social and
Turkey Supper and that the committees will work on fine-tuning the details for the Community Block Party
in August. The motion was seconded by Marilyn M. and passed.

Carol K. moved that this month’s Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Women at
the Well.  Motion was seconded by Bill and passed. Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by
Bob M.  All joined hands and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing. 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

CHURCH 
CLEAN-UP DAY:
The church is in store for 
a much-needed sprucing 
up!  Join us for a special church
clean-up day:  Saturday, June
30th, beginning at 9:00 am
We have many indoor and 
outdoor projects to work on.
Jobs are available for all ages
and skill levels!  We will be 
ordering Casey’s pizza for
lunch.  See you there!

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes May 2018

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL NEWS:
The children & youth will take a 
short break from Sunday school 
over the busy summer months.
Classes will resume in September. 
We will plan to have a special kick-off
when the new school year begins.
More info will be coming in August. 
Have a safe & fun summer!

COMMUNITY
BLOCK PARTY:
The planning stage is 
underway for a brand new
community event at the Mingo
UMC, which will take the place
of our Ice Cream Social.  Mark
your calendars for Saturday,
August 4th for a Block Party
with food, homemade ice
cream, a school supply give-
away,  and lots of fun!  More 
info will be coming soon.  



FARRAR UMC NEWS:
Ways to Connect —
To find out more about Farrar
UMC upcoming events and 
information, visit FarrarUMC.org
or the Farrar United Methodist
Church Facebook page.

FAITH POWER 
ASSEMBLY CHURCH:
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL
IGANGA, UGANDA
Keep our sister church & school in your
daily prayers for safety & provision.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

T
he UMW met on May 9th at 10:00 am. President Janice G. opened the meeting
with everyone reciting the purpose. The treasurer’s report was read and approved
by Edith P. Donna made a motion to pay all bills for our Spring Fling, second

by Mildred B. Our ladies served 53 ladies from 9 different churches and a district friend. We had
wonderful entertainment by Brooke Pease and Melany Vry, who also helped us serve. Great job and
a big THANK YOU to the girls!  A lesson was given by Janice G. and a delious lunch by Edith P.
Those in attendance were Edith, Mildred, Donna, Janice, and Ione. Meeting closed with our benediction.

Ione Cleverley, Secretary

Personhood Newton is 
sponsoring their 2nd Annual
Community Garage Sale to

benefit the Pregnancy Center
on August 10-11, 2018. 

Cornerstone Bible Fellowship 
2000 S. 12th St. E.
Newton, IA 50208

Open donation drop off will take 
place on July 30 & 31, and August 6 & 7 —
6pm to 8pm all four days.  They are 
accepting household goods & clothes 

in good clean condition.

Contact Chris Rose for an appointment to
drop off at any other times:

641-799-8974
christroseministries@gmail.com
Facebook: PersonhoodNewtonIowa

   
   

      
 

   
   

     

FARRAR / MINGO Vacation Bible School 2018
Sun., June 10 - Thurs., June 14 • 6-8 pm • Mingo UMC

Grand Finale Program & Water Party - Thursday Evening

We had an awesome Youth Sunday on May 13th!  Many
youth are helping with VBS & church activities this
summer. More information will be coming soon about

our Kick-Off Party in September.  Have a fun & safe summer!
RUSH YF is open to all youth 7-12 grades. If you have any 

questions please call Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299

RUSH Youth
Fellowship

Thank you 
for your 

dedication &
faithfulness!

Congratulations
on your 

graduation! 
Love you, 

Jer Bear!!!!

May 2018 Meeting Notes



Farrar & Mingo prayer requests

may be initiated by contacting

either our Pastor, Mary Murphy

(Farrar) or Jolene Brady

(Mingo). At that point, a text

and email will be sent out, and

a phone call. Both church’s

have options on their website’s

for the public to send/post

their prayer requests.

When a prayer request is 

initiated that might need a 

follow-up, we will ask the 

recipients if it might be ok for

us to contact them again in a

week or two for an update on

their condition, or outcome of

the situation, etc.

The Prayer Chain committee

plans to meet about twice 

per year. Members will be 

contacted when the time is

closer. If you'd like to join this

special ministry team or would

like more information, please

contact Mary Murphy or 

Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady

jolene@bradyworks.com

515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Mary Murphy

mlmurphy397@outlook.com

515-967-0501 

Prayer Chain Ministry

Prayer Concerns for June Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

   •    Family of Pastor Bob Gamble
   •    Family of Donna Shissler
   •    Family of Jacqui Brookhart 
        (Kent McKee’s cousin)
   •    Barbara Leonard
   •    Kevin & Jan Borts
   •    Judy Rumbaugh
   •    Betty Atwood
   •    Jeff Heffelfinger
   •    Andy Leonard
   •   Jessica Wimmer
   •    Terry Holdridge (Betty Byer’s cousin)
   •    Roger LeBel

   •    Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
   •    Bob Moreland
   •    Jim Mumford
   •    Sonny Deaton
   •    Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
   •   Lori Pease
   •   Kenny (Hale Kincaid’s brother)
   •    Andy Vry
   •    Elaine Kimberley Morris
   •    Julie Warner
   •    Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother)
   •    Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father)
   •   Harold Long

THE WALL THAT HEALS
RETURNING TO JASPER COUNTY
58,318 Reasons to Remember 
May 30 - June 3, 2018

The Wall That Heals exhibit features a three-quarter scale replica of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.  The replica is 375 feet in length and stands
7.5 feet high at its tallest point.  The 53-foot trailer that carries The Wall That Heals
transforms to become a mobile Education Center.  The exterior of the trailer features
a timeline of “The War and the Wall” and provides additional information about the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.  Additional exhibits give visitors a
better understanding of the legacy of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the 
collection of items left at The Wall.

The Wall will be displayed directly south of the American Legion Post 111, 1101 W. 4th
St., S., Newton, IA, and is open for viewing 24/7 from Wed., May 30th beginning at
6:00 pm, through Sunday, June 3rd until 2:00 pm.

Tuesday, May 29th - The Wall will be escorted from the Colfax fairgrounds to the
Newton American Legion.  Kickstands up at 5:00 pm.  Contact Jeremy Heaberlin at
515-724-2724 for more information.

Wednesday, May 30th - 6:00 pm - The Wall is open to the public.

Thursday, May 31st - Welcoming ceremony
at 6:00 pm with keynote addess by Lt. Col.
Lynn Harnden (Ret) who flew two tours as
a Huey pilot during Vietnam.

Saturday, June 2nd - Military Veterans
Band at 2:00 pm at the bowl in Maytag
Park with introduction and keynote by 
Lt. Col. Lynn Harnden (Ret)

If you have any additional questions, please call Doug Bishop at 641-417-8885.



June 1 —
Lori Pease

June 4 —
Delbert “Sonny” Deaton

June 5 —
Colton Brady

June 6 —
Pastor Jill Flyr

June 12 —
Lindsey Doty

June 16 —
Pastor Dana Wimmer
Judi Tiffany
Lois Nolte
Marlys Shiermeister

June 18—
Judy Rumbaugh
Marie Wolgamuth

June 22 —
Mariah Webster

June 23 —
Mindy Webster

June 24 —
Tawnya Vry

June 29 —
Carla Altes

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

OUR CALENDAR  ~  JUNE 2018

Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 25th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

FOOD PANTRY

13

20
6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

• Shipwrecked VBS - Sunday, June 10 - Thursday, June 14, 6-8:00 pm. Program & party
will be the last night (Thurs., 6/14).

7:00 am - Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast
“Genesis” Study

@ Farrar UMC

2

10:00 am -
UMW Meeting

• First Aid Training - The sheriff will lead a first aid training program on Sunday, June 3rd
We will have a covered dish potluck after the morning worship service, with the training
session to begin after the meal. 

• Church in the Park - Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 15th, for a combined church
service at Ashton Park!  Everyone from the Mingo & Farrar UMCs are invited.  Bring your
lawn chairs and some food to share. Worship service begins at 11:00 am.  Potluck to follow.

ADVANCED PLANNING & INFORMATION

Father’s      
Day

FIRST AID TRAINING:
Potluck after worship
service; training 
session after the meal

COMMUNION3

30
CHURCH CLEAN-UP
DAY: 9:00 am
Inside & outside; 
lunch provided!

Pastor Wimmer’s last
Sunday to preach

Jerrica Beem’s 
Graduation Open House

Mingo Community Center
1:00 - 5:00 pm

2:00 pm - Military 
Veterans Band at 

Maytag Park, Newton, IA
(Vietnam Vets Memorial)



Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Dana Wimmer
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

Mingo UMC Contact:
Marilyn Matthews
mmmarilyn2@aol.com
515-681-0712


