
That is a question that our church and many churches are 
facing as they are challenged by the somewhat precarious 

religious landscape in America today. It is summed up in the words:
Adaptive Change, which is welcomed by some, and feared by others.
More and more, our churches are challenged to stay alive.  What can 
we do to get more people into our church so we don’t slowly move to a
place where we shut off the lights for the last time?  For some, it is a time

of fear.  A time to hunker down and keep comfortable. For some, it is a time of challenge that can
lead to a re-birth of the church… a refocus and centering on who we are and what is our purpose
now and in the year ahead.

Jesus faced that same challenge in speaking to the Jewish established church (in which he was a
rabbi). And He talked about adaptive change to an audience that ended up crucifying him.  It’s not
always welcomed or popular.  It is sometimes faced with anger, frustration and even sabotage. They
knew that the world ahead of them was nothing like the world behind them as they headed into 
uncharted territory of Jesus’ new mission laid before them.

Jesus began by reminding people that not only was God at work in a new fresh way, but that God
was with them.  He reminded them that they were not alone as he reintroduced God to them.  He
challenged them to move from a church that had become an established “club” to a “mission station”
on the front-line of what is happening all around them and in the world.  Jesus laid out the “adaptive
change” in pointing and interacting with people who were in need and those who were the invisible
ones.  If all this sounds like the August sermon series… then you’re right!

Now in September, you and I (pastor included) are going to REORIENT ourselves as we see what
Jesus is doing. We are headed into uncharted territory as we are given the charge to lead a “mission
station that we call the church,” where the future is nothing like the past. But remember, God is with
us and leading us!  See you this Sunday as we begin the adventure with God!
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In the August newsletter, in the sermons and in worship throughout the
month, we have been talking about “What does God expect from us?”

“WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT FROM US?” ~ 
Especially if God is asking us to do something outside of our comfort zone?

Pastor’s Note

Thanks to all who wrote me emails and called about the informal COFFEE TIMES where you and I (as the Pastor) 
can do some sharing about the church and what’s ahead. I love listening to people share their EXPECTATIONS (and
challenges) about the current condition of our church and the adventure ahead of us as the church in the community.

WHEN & WHERE: So, here is a first launch schedule:

Mingo UMC • Wednesday, September 12th 
afternoon – 2 PM and/or evening 6:30 PM (for 1 hour)
We will plan to meet in the Fellowship Hall.

WHAT: It’s an informal coffee time together (I’m Dutch and Dutch people love to have coffee time). It’s open to anyone.
We will set a clock at the beginning for 1 hour only – if we need more time we will find another time and date.

WHAT WILL WE DO? I’ll listen and you share your
thoughts and ideas, frustrations or fears. You teach me about our
church and your thoughts for the adventure ahead. You can ask
me questions and I’ll share my thoughts. I’ll give you some time
at the beginning to write out some questions for me that I will
answer. It is not by accident that we come together… it is for a
reason and a purpose.  Again, this is open to anyone, not just
church members. Invite someone to come with you.  God will be
with us! Come one, come all!  Blessings.

LET’S DO COFFEE TOGETHER - Pastor and People. A “LISTENING” HOUR TOGETHER ~



T
he Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., Aug. 15th at 6:00 pm with 
Luanne Heffelfinger, Chubb Borts, Janice Gregerson, Bill Berriman, Lowell Halfhill,
Rodney Altes, Marilyn Matthews, Jolene Brady and Pastor Phil. Chairman Bob

Leonard was absent.

Janice G. opened with a prayer.  Bill moved to accept last month’s secretarial report. Motion
was seconded by Lowell H. and passed.

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Expenses were $#,###.##; with
a total balance of $#,###.## on July 31st.  Bill’s motion to approve the report was seconded
by Janice. Approval given.  

The Community Block Party was a great success and very enjoyable. The date for next 
year has been set for Saturday, August 3, 2019, to coincide with the tax-free holiday and
“back-to-school” events.

Jolene shared that the Youth Fellowship kick-off will be Sat., Sept. 8th at 3:30 pm.  The 
Sunday school kick-off will be Sun., Sept. 9th at 9:30 am. The Sunday school program will
be more local missions-based this year, with multi-aged groups working together on projects.

The next planned church event will be Sunday, Oct. 14, 2018, with a “Birthday Party for the
Church.” We will be celebrating 120 years. We'll have a potluck after the morning worship service.
Chili will be served, along with birthday cake & ice cream.  The congregation will be asked to bring
a side dish to share and the freewill offering will go towards the youth Sunday school program.

Jolene noted that there are “Connection Cards” available for visitors to fill out with contact
information. Ushers can hand them out with the bulletins to any visitors. They will be 
collected either in the offering plate, or may also be left at the end of the pews. 

Norm McCoy has passed along some information about Mike & Su Keator, who are 
missionaries to Nepal and the Far East.  They will be in Iowa and could be possible speakers 
if needed between Sept. 16 and Dec. 9. Jolene also passed along some information from
Cindy Lorius regarding possible mission opportunities to partner with Ankeny First UMC 
to aid the tornado victims in Marshalltown. Any volunteers are welcomed and appreciated.
Volunteers from our church would also be greatly appreciated for the Pedaler’s Jamboree as
well, which is taking place on Aug. 25 - 26th, when approx. 1,000 bicyclists are expected to
come through the area. Contact Jolene for more information.

Bill B. noted that the Child Protection Policy is up for renewal. Discussion was held regarding
children during worship times and will be handled in an evolutionary fashion which will
grow to fit our congregational needs. Nursery attendants may be needed in the future. Jolene
has been in discussion with the other Sunday school teachers and they have reviewed the policy.
The policy will be reviewed annually, with the Sunday school team dating and initialing the
form. Jolene will be in contact with Carol Kimberley to get a digital copy of the policy.

Pastor Phil shared that Charge Conference will be Sunday, Oct. 7, 2018, at 2:00 pm at the
Grinnell UMC. He would like several church members to attend if possible.

Chubb moved that this month’s Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given 
to the Newton Christian School to help with their Family Fun Day event.  Motion was 
seconded by Bill B. and passed. Bill B. moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by
Rodney.  All joined hands and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing. 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

RUSH Youth 
Fellowship
Our Kick-Off
Party will be 

Saturday, September 8th.  Join
us for fun, food & fellowship!
RUSH YF is open to all youth 
7-12 grades. If you have any
questions please call Dawn or
Kent at 641-363-3299.

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes August 2018

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL NEWS:
Join us for our Sunday 
school kick-off on Sunday,
September 9th at 9:30 am.
We’ll have games, food & lots
of fun!  See you there!

THANK YOU:
Thank you so much for 
supporting the Newton 
Christian School and the Family
Fun Day fundraiser. We are
honored by your donation. It’s
because of the support from
donors like you that our school
is able to continue to provide
quality Christian education in
our community.  Thank you
again for your generosity.

Sincerely,
Connie Van Zee

Administrative Assistant
on behalf of the

Newton Christian School 
Staff, Students & Families



August 4,
2018

THANK YOU! We would like to thank those who donated prizes ~ Sheri Phelps, Mingo Locker, MPI (Mingo Products, Inc.), Milligan Automotive, 

Steve Ayers Lawn Service, Shugar’s, Cocina Mexican, Goldie’s and the Sheriff's office. Also a thank you to the City of Mingo, Mingo Fire Department and many

church members that helped make the night a big success!  We can’t wait until next year! •  [SAVE THE DATE: Sat., Aug. 3, 2019]

Community



Farrar & Mingo prayer requests

may be initiated by contacting

either our Pastor, Mary Murphy

(Farrar) or Jolene Brady

(Mingo). At that point, a text

and email will be sent out, and

a phone call. Both church’s

have options on their website’s

for the public to send/post

their prayer requests.

When a prayer request is 

initiated that might need a 

follow-up, we will ask the 

recipients if it might be ok for

us to contact them again in a

week or two for an update on

their condition, or outcome of

the situation, etc.

The Prayer Chain committee

plans to meet about twice 

per year. Members will be 

contacted when the time is

closer. If you'd like to join this

special ministry team or would

like more information, please

contact Mary Murphy or 

Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady

jolene@bradyworks.com

515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Mary Murphy

mlmurphy397@outlook.com

515-967-0501 

Prayer Chain Ministry

Prayer Concerns for September Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

   •    The family of Reno Milligan 
        (Betty Karns’ brother-in-law)
   •    Barbara Leonard
   •    Kevin & Jan Borts
   •    Judy Rumbaugh
   •    Betty Atwood
   •    Jeff Heffelfinger
   •    Andy Leonard
   •   Jessica Wimmer
   •    Terry Holdridge (Betty Byer’s cousin)
   •    Roger LeBel
   •    Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
   •    Bob Moreland
   •    Jim Mumford

   •    Sonny Deaton
   •    Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
   •   Lori Pease
   •   Kenny (Hale Kincaid’s brother)
   •    Andy Vry
   •    Elaine Kimberley Morris
   •    Julie Warner
   •    Harold Long
   •   Matt Forschler
   •   Jessi Engle
   •    Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
        (Haitian missionaries)
   •    Julie Sparks
   •    All tornado & storm victims

FAITH POWER ASSEMBLY CHURCH:
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA
Keep our sister church & school in your daily prayers for safety & provision.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Birthday Party for the Church!
* Celebrating 120 Years *
Sunday, October 14, 2018
Potluck after the morning worship
service.  Chili will be served, along 
with birthday cake & ice cream.
Please bring a side dish to share.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

T
he UMW met on August 8th at 10:00 am. President Janice G. opened the meeting
with everyone reciting the purpose. Secretary’s report was read and approved,
Treasurer’s report was read and approved. There was no old business. New business

was picking someone for our special recognition pin. A lesson on the Lord’s Prayer was read by
Chubb and Donna which everyone enjoyed very much, and a poem was read on “Mary had a little
lamb.” Two of our members will be celebrating special birthdays this month. Cards were sent to
past members. We closed with the benediction. A delicious lunch was enjoyed by all.

Ione Cleverley, Secretary

August 2018 Meeting Notes

Freewill offering for the Sunday school program.



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 25th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

FOOD PANTRY

12

19
6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

7:00 am - Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast
“Genesis” Study

@ Farrar UMC

1

10:00 am -
UMW 
Meeting

COMMUNION

ADVANCED PLANNING & INFORMATION

OUR CALENDAR  ~  SEPTEMBER 2018

Newton 
Christian School
Family Fun Day

9
9:30 am -
Sunday School
Kick-Off Party

8
3:30 pm -
RUSH YF

Kick-Off Party

FARRAR UMC NEWS: Ways to Connect — To find out more about 
Farrar UMC upcoming events and information, visit FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

MINGO - Coffee Time
with Pastor Phil - 2:00 pm
& 6:30 pm (for 1 hour)

FARRAR - Coffee Time
with Pastor Phil - 
6:30 pm (for 1 hour)

SEE YOU AT THE POLEday is on Wednesday, September 26, at 7:00 a.m. local time. All around the globe, 

in every time zone, students will be gathering at their flagpoles, praying for their school, friends, families, churches, 

and communities. SEE YOU AT THE POLE is a day committed to global unity in Christ and prayer for our generation,

whether attending PUBLIC SCHOOL, PRIVATE SCHOOL, or HOME SCHOOL. Gather your friends wherever and 

whenever and pray! The GLOBAL WEEK OF STUDENT PRAYER is dedicated to prayer and launching on-campus 

Bible clubs, prayer strategies, and student ministries.

Sept 1 —
Ione “Babe Cleverley

Sept 5 —
Jack Wolgamuth

Sept 6 —
Kody Gathercole
Lowell Jones

Sept 14 —
Janet Altes
Beth Gathercole

Sept 18 —
Marilyn Matthews

Sept 7 —
Betty Atwood
Jeff Heffelfinger

Sept 10 —
Trenton Brady
Forever in our hearts

Sept 11 —
Kathryn Vry

Patriot Day

See You 
At The Pole

LABOR
DAY
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515-681-0712


