
Ilove being part of a church and faith community that works to create a spiritual balance 
in preparing for Christmas! The church keeps as its priority the goal of “keeping Christ in
Christmas.” From caroling to kids Christmas programs, to sing-alongs and candlelight 
Christmas Eve services, we hold sacred our traditions to our families, youth and children…
people of all ages to keep “Christ in Christmas.”

This year, we are also adding some additional opportunities and “spicing up” some others to
welcome guests who are “coming home for Christmas!” Year ago, I discovered that Christmas
and the events leading up to it can be one of the best “open doors” for persons who are 

nominally religious or who have stepped away from the faith, to return. I call it “Coming Home for Christmas.” 
In fact, I use that phrase often when inviting persons to join us on the “Journey to Christmas.”

ADVENT GATHERING – THE JOURNEY
This Advent, we will be offering an Advent Gathering called “The Journey.” It is a one hour gathering for any and 
all.  It will take place in homes or at the church throughout the 4 weeks leading up to Christmas. Christmas is for 
gathering… and we will do what our church does best as we gather for fellowship and food!  As part of our hour 
together, we will go back to relive the actual journey of Mary and Joseph in the actual land where the story unfolded.
We will be using a video presentation called “The Journey” which was produced in the Holy Land and takes us to the
actual locations to make the story come alive. We will be looking at each of the characters in the Christmas story and
the setting where it happened. The other half of our time together will be food and fellowship.  This is designed as a 
way to help you create a balance in your holiday preparation and keep “Christ in Christmas.”  It is open to all and
everyone… a perfect option to invite friends or family to join you to “come home for Christmas!”

1. December 2 ~ 5 to 6 PM @ the home of Dave & Carol Kimberley 
(13244 N. 79th Ave. W., Mingo)  - A New Look at Mary on the Journey

2. December 9 ~ 5 to 6 PM @ the home of Bob & Marilyn Matthews 
(7178 W. 100th St. N., Mingo)  - Joseph on the Journey

3. December 16 ~ 6 to 7 PM (After Community Sing-along)@ the church - 
The Journey From Nazareth to Bethlehem

4. December 23 ~ 5 to 6 PM @ the church – The Journey to the Manger

SUNDAY MORNING SERMON SERIES –Preaching the Movies of Christmas
For many, Christmas movies help define Christmas… it’s a holiday tradition. But, did you know that those movies each
have a sermon to share with us? This Advent season, I want to invite you to join us for an Advent sermon series based
on a few of the best traditional Christmas movies that share with us the joy of the season and the simple stories that 
really contain storylines that can share faith values. These faith stories can change and transform our lives and our 
communities around us as we “go be the church!”

On December 2nd, we will begin with The Miracle on 34th Street, following with the special children’s program on 
Sunday, December 9th. We will return to the sermon series on December 16th with the movie How Christmas Changed
the Grinch. We will wrap it up on Sunday, December 23rd with a service based on the movie It’s a Wonderful Life!
Use this as a time and opportunity to invite family and friends to join you at a service especially designed to welcome
people “home for Christmas!”  Visitors Expected!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – December 24th, 7 PM @ Mingo UMC
A traditional service of candlelight, carols, and the Christmas story that will come alive in a new way this year.  I love
kids and I love the telling of the Christmas story. This year, I will be inviting all the kids present at the service to join 
me for a Children’s Message that will end with them dressing up in an impromptu fashion and helping me stage the
Christmas story in a simple way while the congregation lights candles and we sing “Silent Night.” Picture it? Bring your
kids and grandkids! Bring your camera and video for capturing this “memory maker” event which will also be a social
media favorite! Each child can select which character they wish to portray, simple costumes will be available for a quick
dress.  We need people to be Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus. We need shepherds and wise men, sheep and even the
Christmas Star!  Nothing to bring but yourselves and join “The Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever!”

Christmas was all about welcoming. Welcoming a baby who would change the world!  Welcoming into our family
strangers who were sheep herders and wise persons into a story and a journey of heritage and tradition that is our story
and journey! Who can you invite to the journey and into the story? Statistics show that people wait at Christmas for 
an invitation to come and see…especially from a person who knows them and extends that personal invitation. 
Pray and then invite someone to “come home for Christmas!” Jesus said, “You have not because you ask not” 
or to put it another way: “People are waiting to come but they need to be asked.” 
Make that your Christmas gift this year! “Come home for Christmas!”
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The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., Nov. 14th at 6:00 pm with Luanne Heffelfinger,
Chubb Borts, Julie Warner, Carol Kimberley, Janice Gregerson, Rodney Altes, Bill & Theresa Berriman,
Bob & Marilyn Matthews, Bob Pease, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard, and Pastor Phil.

Chairman Bob opened with a prayer.  Bill moved to accept last month’s secretarial report. Motion was 
seconded by Luanne and passed.

Treasurer Luanne presented the financial report for approval.  Expenses were $x,xxx.xx; with $xxx.xx owed for
October from Farrar, making a total balance of $x,xxx.xx on October 31st.  Bill’s motion to approve the re-
port was seconded by Janice. Approval given.  

Jolene noted that Mary Murphy (Farrar) has requested to retire her leadership position on the Prayer Chain 
Ministry Team. Warren Nielsen will be filling her spot after the first of the year.

Jolene shared that the Christmas mailer has been sent out and Norm McCoy has agreed to be our Santa on
Sat., Dec. 1st after the community Christmas caroling.  Jolene will check with John & Emma Weston 
regarding a Santa suit that might be borrowed.  The Sunday school Christmas program is scheduled for 
Sun., Dec. 9th (snow date: Sun., Dec. 16). The children hope to present their program rehearsal to residents
at the Newton Health Care Center on Sun., Dec. 2. The youth Sunday school Christmas party will be Sun.,
Dec. 23.  There will be NO youth Sunday school classes on Sun., Dec. 30th.

Jolene reported that December is when we traditionally collect Christmas gift donations for our sister church &
school in Uganda.  The idea of purchasing a generator for the school was discussed. Jolene will ask Florence to
provide us with a cost quote.  The board will send a donation to them as a Christmas gift, but will wait for more
specifics for the amount needed.  Jolene will send out an email asking for contributions during the month of 
December.  Proceeds from Jeri Ann's wreaths will also go towards this Christmas gift. 

Pastor Phil reported that the Sundays in December will be based on Advent with a focus on fun holiday movies.
He will also offer an Advent study series called “The Journey,” which will continue for 4 Sundays, with the first
one beginning on Dec. 2nd. He will be asking for volunteers to host the gathering, whether it be in homes or at
the church, as well as serving refreshments. More information will be shared with the congregation on Sunday.
Advent family sign-up sheets will be available.  Pastor also mentioned that he would like to add a Christmas 
pageant-type of activity to the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service this year, where all of the children will be invited
to dress up in costumes depicting characters from the Christmas story. The Sunday school Christmas program 
costumes will be used for this. Bill will see that the church bell is rung several times, as well.  Janice G. and Bob M.
are planning on having the traditional goodie bags ready with candy, apples and peanuts.  The December 30th 
sermon will be on the story of Christmas carols. 

Carol K. mentioned that the church has been assigned one family with a 12-year old boy for the Adopt-A-Family
program. We were uncertain how many Colfax families had been able to sign up by the deadline.  There was also a
report that the Marshalltown Adopt-A-Family churches were getting overwhelmed this year due to so many 
families applying for assistance.  Many thought we could support another family. Through the course of the 
meeting, Carol received word that an additional family with 3 children was available for adoption, so we accepted.
These two families will be in addition to the Udelhoven family.  Our church has been very generous in the past
and continues to be so when providing for families through this program.  Carol also explained that one concern
this year, was that the Adopt-A-Family packet did not arrive in the mail, so she had to go to Colfax to pick up 
another packet.  The packet will be mailed directly to Carol K. next year.  This issue of lost mail also led to the 
discovery that the church mail had not been picked up in a timely manner from the post office.  Theresa B. will
pick up the weekly mail and bring it to the church.  

Julie W. reported that the church sanctuary will be recarpeted sometime at the beginning of the new year, likely in
January.  She, along with Bill, Rodney and Lori Pease met at the church to review carpet & pew removal/replacement
bids and carpet color swatches, which were shared with the board members. A light brown flecked carpet will be
laid in the sanctuary with a dark red flecked design for the altar area.  A heavy industrial-strength carpet will be
laid directly in front of the doors, eliminating the need for rugs in the entryways.  The altar area will be re-
designed, with the Vision Committee working on details. Bill made the motion to award the winning bids to 
The Floor Store in Newton and Iowa Prison Industries (IPI) Moving & Installation. The Floor Store and IPI will
work together to coordinate their work schedules.  The process will take at least 2 weeks, so church services may
need to be held in the basement on a couple Sundays.  Theresa seconded the motion. Motion passed.  

Bill pointed out that an area of the ceiling in the adult Sunday school room has deteriorated, with paint peeling due to
a leak around roof vents. Bill and Rodney fixed the leak. Bill motioned that Lenny Bednarczyk (the man who painted
the youth room upstairs) sand and repaint the adult Sunday school room ceiling.  Theresa seconded. Motion passed. 

Theresa mentioned that she is now on the bank account records. Her name will also be added to the lock box, and
Luanne’s name will be removed. Lowell Halfhill also has a key and access to the box. Luanne has Ron Van
Peursem’s key, as he is no longer on the account. 

Bill moved that this month’s Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to the Food Pantry and
that the December Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 be given to Hope Ministries.  Motion was
seconded by Theresa and passed. Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Janice.  All joined hands
and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing. 

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes November 2018

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS:
Join us at 9:30 am on Sunday
mornings for Sunday school. On 
Sunday, Dec. 2nd, we will meet at the
Newton Health Care Center (200 S. 8th
Ave. E., Newton) to perform our dress
rehearsal for the nursing home 
residents.  Our Sunday School 
Christmas Program is scheduled for
Sun., Dec. 9th (snow date: Sun., 
Dec. 16) during worship time at 
10:45 am.  Our Sunday school 
Christmas party will be Sun., Dec. 23.
There will be NO youth Sunday school
classes on Sunday, Dec. 30th.

We wish to thank the members of
the Mingo Men’s Club for their
generous donation to bless local 
families in need within our 
community.  We will use the 
donation to assist our Adopt-A-
Family with food & clothing this
holiday season. Thank you!

THANK YOU!

Weather-Related 
Announcements

Pastor Phil will call both Mingo & Farrar board
presidents (Bob Leonard & Chris Heydon).  
Bob will then call Jolene Brady to activate
the chain.  Jolene will send out a mass 
notification on both email & texting (cell
phone).  A traditional phone call will be
made to those unable to receive emails 
or text messages.  

CALLING TREE

Marilyn Matthews will call:
• Janice Gregerson   641-249-4083
• Sonny Deaton  641-363-4230
• Edith Patrick   641-377-2752



DECEMBER EVENTS

MINGO

SATURDAY, DEC. 1
Community Christmas Caroling

     4:00 - 6:00 pm -
•     Meet in the Mingo UMC parking lot for route directions 
•     After caroling, visit Santa’s Workshop at the 
      “North Pole” in the basement of the Mingo UMC
      for FREE family fun
•    Refreshments - enjoy cookies, holiday 
      treats & hot cocoa 
•     Goody gift bags for kids
•     Get your picture taken with Santa!

SUNDAY, DEC. 9
Children’s Sunday School 

Christmas Program 10:45 am -
     (During the regular worship service)
     • Refreshments - cookies / goodies & punch 
       in Fellowship Hall (church basement) after 
       the program (Snow date: Sun., Dec. 16)

Santa will visit!

SUNDAY, DEC. 16
Community Christmas Carol Sing-Along
4:00 - 5:00 pm - in the Mingo UMC sanctuary

       Refreshments - cookies / goodies & hot cocoa
       in Fellowship Hall (church basement) after singing

MONDAY, DEC. 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

7:00 pm - Mingo UMC

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS: COMMUNITY TALENT NIGHT
with SOUP SUPPER in FEBRUARY. More details to come soon!

at the Mingo UMC
202 W. Main St.
Mingo, IA 50168

FREE 
Family 
Fun!

for the WHOLE FAMILY!



Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Mary Murphy
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady
(Mingo). At that point, a text
and email will be sent out, and
a phone call. Both church’s
have options on their website’s
for the public to send/post
their prayer requests.

When a prayer request is 
initiated that might need a 
follow-up, we will ask the 
recipients if it might be ok for
us to contact them again in a
week or two for an update on
their condition, or outcome of
the situation, etc.

The Prayer Chain committee
plans to meet about twice 
per year. Members will be 
contacted when the time is
closer. If you'd like to join this
special ministry team or would
like more information, please
contact Mary Murphy or 
Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Mary Murphy
mlmurphy397@outlook.com
515-967-0501 

Prayer Chain Ministry

Prayer Concerns for December Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

    •     Barbara Leonard
    •     Kevin & Jan Borts
    •     Judy Rumbaugh
    •     Betty Atwood
    •     Jeff Heffelfinger
    •     Andy Leonard
    •     Terry Holdridge (Betty Byer’s cousin)
    •     Roger LeBel
    •     Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
    •     Bob Moreland
    •     Jim Mumford
    •     Sonny Deaton
    •     Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
    •     Lori Pease
    •     Elaine Kimberley Morris

    •     Harold Long
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
          (Haitian missionaries)
    •     Julie Sparks
    •     Jenny Heydon
    •     Peggy Vespestad
    •     Family of David Baldwin 
          (Julie Warner’s brother)
    •     Robin Reglin
    •     George Fortman (Mingo resident)
    •     Brice Udelhoven (Mingo resident)
    •     Caroline Maxwell (Mingo resident)
    •     Jo Datwyler (Lori Pease’s mother)
    •     Mike Rude (McKee’s son-in-law)
    •    Ron Rose

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

TUMW met at the Mingo Methodist church on Nov. 14th at 10:00am. President
Janice G. opened the meeting. The secretary’s report was read and approved. 
The treasurer’s report was read and approved. The World Thanks and Bidwell 

offerings were gathered and will be sent in. Cards were sent to past members. For our
December meeting, we will enjoy snacks brought by all members. There will be no

meetings after that until March of 2019. Lunch was served by Donna Beals and the lesson was
given by Donna, as well. Our meeting was closed with all reading the benediction.

November 2018 
Meeting Notes

RUSH Youth Fellowship The first weekend in November, we went to a lock-in at the 
Greenfield Methodist Church in coordination with the Ingathering. We assembled boxes, were trained on
how each UMCOR kit was to be packaged and how many went in each box – lots of work but plenty of
fun, as well. We played some crazy games! The next morning, we were up and going at 6:30 am to be
able to greet the church groups dropping off supplies. We unloaded cars, sorted and assembled kits,

packed boxes and loaded the semi in the cold rain! We still had a lot of fun and friendships were formed. We then attended
the Ingathering service. A few may have fallen asleep.  ;) A big thanks to Tawnya who helped transport and corral our group!

The next weekend, we had our normal YF meeting. Our lesson was on
TRUTH. We talked about how easy it is to lie and the damage it does.

Our next meeting will be Sat., Dec. 8th, 3:30-??? We will be assembling 
fruit & cookie boxes to deliver to people in Mingo and surrounding areas. 
Afterwards, we will have our Christmas party at the McKee’s. A prize will 
be awarded to the most over-the-top Christmas outfit! We will have a 
gift exchange (no more than $5) gender neutral. Hope to see you then!
RUSH YF is open to all youth 7-12 grades. If you have any questions please call
Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299.

• After having fun shopping for our Adopt-A-Families, please place your unwrapped gift 
(with a box, wrapping paper, bows or ribbon and tag provided) on the pews at the back of the church.  

• Please make sure the fully completed tag indicating the Family #, Child #, Gender, Age, Gift Description & Gift Value for Missions is securely attached to your gift.  
(Because our church is given mission credit for the cost of the A-A-F gifts, it is important that you indicate the value of your gift at the bottom of each tag.  Before we
take the presents to Howard Street Christian Church for distribution, those values are cut from the tags & totaled for our church report.)

• If you wish to contribute for food certificates, please make out your check to Shugar’s and give it to Carol Kimberley. Cash donations may be spent on gifts or food.

THANK YOU for supporting this very worthwhile project—
your generosity is so appreciated! 

Christmas Adopt-A-Family Mission ~ 2018

Deadline:  NOON - Sunday, December 9

Ione Cleverley, Secretary



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 25th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

1

10:00 am -
UMW 

Meeting

OUR CALENDAR  ~  DECEMBER 2018

Dec 4 —
Pastor Gary Armstrong

Dec 5 —
Debbie Jackson

Dec 7 —
Pastor Daniel Jenks

Dec 11 —
Carol Rumbaugh

Dec 14 —
Mike Van Peursem

Dec 20 —
Lincoln Brady

Dec 23 —
Janet Clement

Dec 26 —
Austin Brady

Dec 30 —
Karin Foster
Todd Weston

Dec 31 —
Paige Gathercole
Tabetha Gathercole

9:00 am - Hanging
of the Greens (Cinnamon
Rolls & Orange Juice provided)

4:00-6:00 pm Community
Christmas Caroling After
singing, visit the “North Pole” for 
refreshments & picts with Santa!

9 10:45 am - 
Children’s Sunday 
School Christmas 

Program (Cookies & punch 
reception after program)

9:30 am - 
Children’s Sunday 
School Christmas 
Program Rehearsal 

COMMUNION

2
(Newton Health Care Center)

16 SNOW DATE FOR 
CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM

FOOD PANTRY

4:00-5:00 pm Christmas
Carol Sing-Along 
refreshments & hot cocoa 
after singing

23 9:30 am - 
Sunday School 

Christmas Party!

7:00 pm  - 
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service

25

New Year’s Eve

NO Youth 
Sunday School 

Classes

8
RUSH YF: 3:30 pm

Fruit & Cookie Deliver-
ies, Youth Caroling &
Christmas Party

Merry Christmas!

Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC upcoming events and
information, visit FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United 
Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

FAITH POWER ASSEMBLY CHURCH:
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA
Keep our sister church & school in your daily prayers for safety & provision.

12-NOON: Adopt-A-Family 
donations DUE

Reason for the 
Seasons

GIFTS, HOME DECOR AND MORE!

Owner Margot Udelhoven

Visit us on Facebook or 
“The Worx” Salon 

2501 1st Ave. E., Ste. C., Newton.
Altoona location coming soon!

ADVENT GATHERING

ADVENT GATHERING

ADVENT GATHERING

ADVENT GATHERING



Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

The Memory Quilt, A Christmas Story for Our Times by T. D. Jakes, is
about Lela Edwards, who hopes for a perfect Christmas including family
time with her husband, grown daughters, and her favorite granddaughter,
Darcie. Unfortunately, life doesn’t unfold in a perfect way, even for 
God-fearing church-going people.  Lela’s husband, Walter, has recently
passed away and her daughters will visit their mothers for Christmas.  
Darcie chooses not to go to her home neighborhood in Chicago for 
Christmas with Lela because Darcie fears
her grandmother is upset and annoyed with
her for deciding to divorce her husband and
father of her unborn child.  Lela is upset
with Darcie and herself for breaking their
tradition of making a quilt to celebrate
each family wedding.  The quilt is still in
separate pieces, and apparently so is the
marriage of Doug and Darcie for whom the
quilt was intended.  Lela participates in a
Bible study that focuses on the Virgin Mary.
This is the cold season for Chicago.  Rough
weather, literally and figuratively, is ahead for
Lela, her family, her neighbors, and fellow
church members. But within the scriptures
are messages and guidance.  If they heed the
lessons of the Virgin Mary, they will learn
from their mistakes and misjudgments.

The Mingo Public Library and the Mingo UMC have
agreed to designate a bookshelf for a church library
collection within the public library located in the
post office/city government building.  The library is
accepting Christian books which you feel may be of 
interest to others in the church or community. These
should be books you have read and do not expect to
have returned to you.  New or used books that are
still in good condition may be donated during regular
library hours:

Monday:  5-7 pm
Tuesday & Thursday:  9 am – Noon
Wednesday:  1-5 pm
Saturday:  9-11 am

Please tell Librarian Carol Myers or Assistant Betty
Karns that the book you donate is for the church
bookshelf.  If you have questions, text or call 
Carol Kimberley.

New book for December reading:LIBRARY COLLECTION


