
Invite someone – GO invite disciples…and we will all make disciples
during Lent!

In two weeks, Lent begins and we will hold an Ash Wednesday Service
at the Farrar United Methodist Church at 7 pm.  We want you to mark your

calendar and break away for the hour to begin the Easter season together!  Ash Wednesday and Lent
is often seen as a sober time, where we give stuff up. But the heart of the season is growth. Growth in
our awareness of God and Jesus – enriching our life to the fullest!  It will be worth the drive – 
Carpooling encouraged!

As United Methodists, we have a tradition of prescribing “disciplines,” which are also called “growth
practices.” Examples of such practices are prioritizing coming to church, prayer, a devotion and study
(including something that we as Iowans can find hard) in fasting! Honestly, most of us find all of 
this stuff as a kind of loss – of fun, foods we enjoy and things that we give up.  But it is possible to
approach Lent from another angle: to view Lent as an opportunity to grow and embrace our faith
life…and “take on” rather than give up.

Let’s take on a “joy practice!” DO something everyday that helps you experience joy and gives us a
reminder to thank God for the life you have.

We are going to do a special series on putting JOY in our life! Beginning on Sunday, March 10th at
3 pm, we are going to begin a 6-week “Video – Learn about Jesus – Get together – Celebrate Life,
Eat and Fellowship -Put JOY in your life” Lenten Gathering! No boring, fasting, giving up here!

We need volunteer homes to meet in (or, we can just gather at the church), we need hosts and food
volunteers who are willing to bring JOY FOOD to our Jesus Gathering! We will begin to sign-up
this Sunday and then share it with everyone so you can be a part. We will then meet each Sunday 
afternoon at 5 PM…here is the schedule:

      • The Birth of Jesus – Sunday, March 10, 2019

      • The Baptism of Jesus – Sunday, March 17, 2019

      • The Temptation of Jesus – Sunday, March 24, 2019

      

• Jesus Calls his Disciples – Sunday, March  31 , 2019

      

• Jesus Heals the Sick – Sunday, April 7, 2019
      
      • Jesus Casts Out Demons – Sunday, April 14, 2019

This is not “your traditional gathering,” but a fresh look at the life of Jesus -- providing new insight
into Jesus (so we, as his disciples, can grasp something new) each week we will leave with a new JOY
PRACTICE!  Like I said, it’s not your traditional gathering! Let’s celebrate!

Put some JOY in your life!  A new kind of JOY practice! Open to all. 
If you need a sitter, let us know!

Iowa Conference United
Methodist Church   
•  iaumc.org  •

Pastor Phil Dicks

JOIN US!
Sunday School:
Children meet Sept. - May:
9:30 - 10:30 am
Adults meet year-round:
9:45 - 10:30 am

Worship:
10:45 - 11:45 am

Youth Fellowship:
2nd Saturday of every month

CONNECT:
Pastor Dicks:
515-418-0807

Church Office:
641-363-4229 
(to leave a message)

Email:
info@mingoumc.org

Web:
www.mingoumc.org

Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church

Address:
Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA  50168

Pastor Phil

Dear Mingo Church Disciples ~
New carpet!  A new service!  A new spirit — 
Putting JOY in our life & in our church!

Messenger
MINGO UMC MARCH 2019

Pastor’s Note



The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., Feb. 20th at 6:00 pm with Julie Warner, 
Rodney Altes, Bill & Theresa Berriman, Carol Kimberley, Bob Pease, Bob & Marilyn Matthews,
Lowell Halfhill, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard, and Pastor Phil.  The Vision Committee

met at 5:00 pm, prior to the board meeting. 

Pastor Phil opened with a prayer.  Bill B. moved to accept last month’s secretarial report. Motion was 
seconded by Theresa and passed.

Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval.  Balance on statement of $x,xxx.xx minus
outstanding checks of $x,xxx.xx equaled $x,xxx.xx balance in check book as of January 31st.  The 
motion to approve the report was seconded by Carol K. Approval given.  

Carol K. thanked the board for covering the gardening expenses. We also expressed our sincere appreciation
for all of the gardening talents that she has shared with our church.

Julie W. reported on the (near) completion of “phase 1” of the carpet installation project.  The first phase
went very smoothly and they completed in only 4 days. There is one small part in the east entryway that
was not complete, as well as a seam that will be inspected, but they will finish that shortly. IPI (Iowa
Prison Industries) did a great job removing the pews, as well.  Phase 2 for the carpet installation project
will include the adult SS room, pastor’s office and ramp, which will be carpeted on Wed., Mar. 13. Bob
Pease will move items back into the office and classroom after the installation.  Bill B. shared that once all
of the carpeting projects are complete, it would be nice to have an appreciation luncheon or potluck in
honor of the Skinner family to thank them for making these projects a possibility.

Bob M. questioned the Winter Weather Policy and cancellation for church services between both the
Mingo & Farrar congregations. The policy will remain the same as in the past, with the Pastor calling the
board presidents and then the information being sent out electronically and on television/radio.  Jolene
noted that the info was sent out regularly, with the exception of the KCCI website, which encountered a
problem requiring a “snow code.” She contacted them and the issue has been remedied. She also noted
that the problem with blocked Windstream email addresses appears to have been fixed.

Jolene shared that the youth Sunday school is hoping to have their twice-postponed Valentine / pizza
party and VBS meeting after Children’s Time on this coming Sun., Feb. 24th.  Farrar folks interested in
helping have been invited to attend. 

The Farrar UMW has invited us to their annual Soup Supper on Sun., Mar. 17th at 5:30 pm at the Farrar
UMC.  The supper is open to the public and a freewill offering will be taken.  We were also reminded that the
Aspire 2019 Tour for women is coming to Ankeny First UMC on Fri., May 3rd, 7 - 10:00 pm. Tickets are $25
each, groups of 10 or more just $20 each. More information was sent out via email and the church newsletter.

Marilyn M. and Jolene updated others on the Rainbow Covenant Report missions for 2018, as well as the
Sunday school missions.  Jolene provided others with itemized financial details regarding the past giving
to our Uganda church and school from 2012 to today.  We are continuing with the donation collection
for the generator, but that has become a 2019 mission project, as we will continue to collect donations up
to June.  Since we did not donate to Uganda during 2018, Jolene urged others that we should send them
something separate from the generator project, as a love gift since we were unable to send them anything at
Christmastime.  Theresa motioned to take the previously collected $375 and add personal contributions 
(provided by individuals/families) to equal $500 that can be sent to Florence as a gift now, which can be
used for a special meal or to cover their specific needs at this time.  Julie W. seconded. Motion passed.  It
was also decided to designate the 4th Sunday of every month from now through May to take up a special
collection after Children’s Time for the Uganda generator project (similar to how we take up a collection
on the 3rd Sunday of every month for Food Pantry).  

Pastor Phil mentioned that the statistical reports were completed by the deadline.  He also reminded us
that Lent begins on March 6th with Ash Wednesday service at Farrar.  Pastor would like to hold a Lenten
Series on “The Life of Jesus,” which will take place for five Sundays after Ash Wednesday.  On Maundy
Thursday (April 18th), the service will be held at Mingo with a “Living Last Supper” reenactment.  
Pastor would like to find 6 people from Farrar and 6 from Mingo to take parts for the drama.  Good 
Friday service will be at Farrar on April 19th. The churches would like to hold the traditional 24-hours 
of uninterrupted prayer on that Saturday before Easter.  Palms and Easter lilies will be ordered as usual.
The children’s Sunday school will have their annual Easter egg hunt at the end of Sunday school on Easter
day. The church bell will also be rung several times to make a “joyous noise” on Easter morning.

Bill B. stated that another church clean-up day should be planned soon. He suggested looking at a 
Saturday in June.

This month’s Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 will be given to the C-M Post Prom 
committee (which was approved at a previous board meeting).  Bill B. moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, seconded by Bob M.  All joined hands and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

LOCAL CHRISTIAN
CONCERTS:
For Christian concerts & activities,
check out this website:
christianconcertalerts.com

Sun., March 3rd - Faith & Family 
Day with the Iowa Wolves 
Sponsored by Service Legends
Doors Open: 1:45 pm 
Game Starts: 3:00 pm
Post Game Concert 
Starts: 5:30 pm
Featuring
Colton Dixon!

SUNDAY
SCHOOL NEWS

Join us for our annual  EASTER
EGG HUNT at the end of Sunday
school on Easter Sunday, April
21st.  All children are welcome!

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes February 2019

ROUND UP:
Kindergarten Round Up at
the Newton Christian School will
be held on Wed., Mar. 13, 8 - 11:30 am.
All children who will be 5 years
old by Sept. 15 are invited to 
attend. Please call Newton Christian
School (641-792-1924) for more
info & to register (or visit with
the Brady family).



RUSH Youth Fellowship
In February,  we had a Joppa representative speak about their organization. We talked about helping take meals
to the homeless. We were given the date of Sunday, March 10th. Our group will also be attending Faith and Family
Day on Sunday, March 3rd. This is a basketball game followed by a concert featuring Colton Dixon. The Colfax-

Mingo choir and band will also be performing that day during the game. These two activities will replace our normal meeting for
the month.   RUSH YF is open to all youth 7-12 grades. If you have any questions please call Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299.

The Aspire 2019 Tour for women is coming to
Ankeny First UMC,  May 3rd - 7:00 - 10:00 pm.
Tickets are $25 each, groups of 10 or
more, just $20 each. 

Weather-Related Announcements
CALLING TREE  Pastor Phil will call both
Mingo & Farrar board presidents (Bob Leonard &
Chris Heydon).  Bob will then call Jolene Brady to
activate the chain.  Jolene will send out a mass 
notification on both email & texting (cell phone).  
A traditional phone call will be made to those 
unable to receive emails or text messages.  

Marilyn Matthews will call:
• Janice Gregerson   515-249-4083
• Sonny Deaton  641-363-4230
• Edith Patrick   641-377-2752

ABOUT ASPIRE:
Aspire was born out of the desire and need for women
to enjoy a night out,  with fellowship and spiritual
growth. We stand on the promises of God that He is
enough, and that aspiring after His purpose will affect
the lives we lead as well as the people we interact with.

The first event began in September of 2014 in Arizona
and continues to be a one-night three-hour evening of
music, comedy, and teaching that speaks to the hearts
of women; to inspire, encourage, and remind them of
God’s love and purpose for their lives.

Aspire is a brand of Extreme Faith Productions (EFP).
EFP has been promoting concerts and events through-
out the West since 2002. We exist to serve God’s people
by providing quality events to the Christian community.



Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
At that point, a text and email
will be sent out, and a phone call.
Both church’s have options on
their website’s for the public to
send/post their prayer requests.

When a prayer request is 
initiated that might need a 
follow-up, we will ask the 
recipients if it might be ok for
us to contact them again in a
week or two for an update on
their condition, or outcome of
the situation, etc.

The Prayer Chain committee
plans to meet about twice 
per year. Members will be 
contacted when the time is
closer. If you'd like to join this
special ministry team or would
like more information, please
contact Warren Nielsen or 
Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967 

Prayer Chain Ministry

Prayer Concerns for March Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

   •    Judy Rumbaugh
   •    Betty Atwood
   •    Jeff Heffelfinger
   •    Jeri Heffelfinger
   •    Andy Leonard
   •    Roger LeBel
   •    Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
   •    Sonny Deaton
    •     Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
   •     Harold Long
   •    Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
         (Haitian missionaries)
   •    Mike & Su Keator (Nepal missionaries)
   •    June Coleman (Linda Sprague’s mother)
   •    Family of Rev. R.D. Streeter (Colfax UMC)
   •    Kathy Baldwin (Julie Warner’s sister-in-law)
   •    Julie Sparks
   •    Bob Matthews

   •    Jenny Heydon
   •    Peggy Vespestad
   •     Bill McGinnis
   •    George Fortman (Mingo resident)
   •    Brice Udelhoven (Mingo resident)
   •    Kent & Marj Festvog Family (son John)
   •    Mike Rude (McKee’s son-in-law)
   •    Ron Rose
   •    Marie Molyneux
   •    Donna & Dennis Gilbert

   •    Family of Gene Wolfe
         (Bob & Julie Matthews Wolfe)

   •    Steve Seid (Carol Matthews’ husband)
   •    Carol Tiffany 
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
    •    Family of Rev. Jeff Sanderson 
          (Fed. Church of Bondurant)

Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC 
upcoming events & information, visit
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS:
Join us at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings for 
Sunday school. MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Sunday, 
April 14th ~ we’ll wave the palms for Palm Sunday!
Sunday, April 21st will be Easter Sunday. We’ll 
celebrate with our annual egg hunt at the end of 
Sunday school. Everyone is welcome!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:
The Mingo UMW Satellite Circle will
meet Wed., March 13th at 10:00 am.

The Mingo Public
Library and the
Mingo UMC have
agreed to designate
a bookshelf for a
church library 
collection within 
the public library
located in the 
post office/city 
government 

building. The library is accepting Christian books which
you feel may be of interest to others in the church or 
community. These should be books you have read and do
not expect to have returned to you.  New or used books
that are still in good condition may be donated during 
regular library hours:

Monday:  5-7 pm
Tuesday & Thursday:  9 am – Noon
Wednesday:  1-5 pm
Saturday:  9-11 am

Please tell Librarian Carol Myers or Assistant Betty Karns
that the book you donate is for the church bookshelf.  
If you have questions, text or call Carol Kimberley.

LIBRARY COLLECTION

WHEN POWER MEETS POTENTIAL -
Unlocking God’s Purpose in Your Life
by T.D. Jakes

This title is the latest book placed on the
Mingo Church Library Shelves in the
Mingo City Library.  Bishop T. D. Jakes is
a New York Times best-selling author
recommended by Pastor DeVance.

This book has two parts:
Know Your Purpose, and
When Power Meets 
Potential.  God made 
you a certain way so you
could accomplish a 
certain purpose, states
this author.  When your
potential meets God’s
power, you are on the 
way to fulfilling your purpose.  God’s
Power can be released through specific
people, strategic meetings, significant
moments.   T. D. Jakes draws from the
analogy of Elijah and Elisha -- the power
of the prophet Elijah meets the potential
of Elisha who reacted immediately to this
life-defining moment.  Jakes shows you
how to discover your purpose, unleash
your potential (to go be the Church?),
remain focused during difficult seasons,
position yourself for destiny-defining
moments, and recognize your power 
encounters and seize those opportunities.
This is a thought-provoking read.

Soon, two other T. D. Jakes books will join
When Power Meets Potential on the book-
shelf:  Woman Thou Art Loosed and Destiny.

New book for 
March reading:



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

OUR CALENDAR  ~ MARCH 2019

ADVANCED PLANNING

FOOD
PANTRY

• Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday Come wave the palms during our morning worship service!

• Thursday, April 18 - Maundy Thursday  Service  ~ 7:00 pm at the Mingo UMC.

• Friday, April 19 - Good Friday Service  ~ 7:00 pm at the Farrar UMC.

• Sunday, April 21 - EASTER SUNDAY

Reason for the 
Seasons

GIFTS, HOME DECOR AND MORE!

Owner Margot Udelhoven

Visit us on Facebook or 
“The Worx” Salon 

2501 1st Ave. E., Ste. C., Newton.
Altoona location coming soon!

March 9 —
Carol Kimberley 

March 23 —
Nancy Van Peursem

March 24 —
Bob Matthews

Faith & Family Day with
the Iowa Wolves -
3 pm (doors open 

at 1:45 pm)

3COMMUNION 6
Ash Wednesday
Service  ~ 7:00 pm
Farrar UMC

10:00 am -
UMW 
Meeting

13

The Farrar United Methodist Women will
be holding their annual SOUP SUPPER on
Sunday night, March 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Farrar United Methodist Church.
Chili, Chicken Noodle, Clam Chowder,
Cheesy Potato, and Cheeseburger soups
will be served with 
desserts.  The supper is
open to the public. 
Freewill donation.

20
6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

UGANDA
COLLECTION

Farrar UMW Soup
Supper  ~ 5:30 pm

Faith Power Assembly Church & MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES
SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA Keep our sister church & school in your
daily prayers for safety & provision. 

The Newton Christian School is excited to announce
that it is offering PRESCHOOL for 3, 4 & 5 year olds 
beginning this FALL 2019!  To learn more, contact 
Jolene Brady at 515-508-9009 (text or call).

NO Saturday RUSH YF
meeting due to 3/3
and 3/10 events

10RUSH YF: Joppa
meals to the
homeless

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins



Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

IT’S ALL ABOUT HELPING…As they 

struggle with the effects of war, combat 

witchcraft and navigate everyday 

challenges, our sister church & school 

in Uganda strives to be the light in their 

community, shining brightly to guide others to 

the TRUE LIGHT of Jesus Christ.  It is our mission 

to provide support & hope through the donations 

of individuals and our church.  Help us provide 

them with a gift beyond their wildest dreams — 

a generator to provide a different kind of light.  

As they share the True Light within the surrounding

darkness, let us help them literally light the way.

LIGHTING THE WAY 
TO A BETTER FUTURE

Help us reach (or surpass!) our base goal. 
Diesel generators range from $1,300 to $4,200, 
depending on quality & longterm durability.

          • $375 collected to date
          • $1,300 base goal

Cash or check accepted. If writing checks, please
make out to: “Mingo UM Church School” with
“Uganda” in the memo.

Thank you!


