
There are lots of things on the schedule for MAY.  I wanted to give you a
quick preview of what will be happening…

SERMON SERIES – God is Still Appearing – Well, Easter is nice, but like  
always, we move on!  They call us “Easter People” but that is only good for the

season.  Are you serious?  We need to be Easter People who bear witness to that daily fact that God is
still appearing! So get ready. Open your eyes and your heart to all that God is doing in our lives, in
our family, in our community and in our church!  The difference is we will be looking for it and 
celebrating God-winks! Oh, this will be good for disciples! We really are Easter People!

MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY (May 12th) As the church, we will be recognizing and honoring our
mothers of all types (mothers of children and those who acted as mothers to so many) and hearts…
those with us and those watching over us from heaven. Invite your mom or come and share what
made your mom so special. We are going to look at how moms distinctly display the character of
God – God hard-wired them for God’s glory. God isn’t embarrassed or worried that people will get
the wrong perception. Instead, God seems to embrace those powerful images… I will protect them
like a bear robbed of her cubs. Hosea 13:8; As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you. Isaiah
66:13; Jerusalem, Jerusalem… how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings. Luke 13:34.

MEMORIAL DAY SUNDAY (May 26)  Memorial Day is a sacred commemoration. The persons
we honor on this day are a silent witness to a virtuous honor that is particularly dear to people of
spiritual values. This is the time each year when we remember men and women who have been, as is
written about a leader of Roman soldiers in the New Testament, “…set under authority…”(Luke 7:8)
On this day, we remember that some of those under authority have, as a consequence of their service,
sacrificed their lives. I believe that people of faith can find spiritual values from the stories of men
and women who have made the “ultimate sacrifice” of their lives. On Memorial Day, I have the 
honored privilege of bringing the address at the traditional Memorial Remembrance at Ashton
Chapel. I also have the honor of conducting services for a husband and wife team who both served 
in World War II (both pilots) at the Iowa Veterans Cemetery.  I am looking forward to experiencing
the fullness of sacred commemoration.

UNSTUCK CHURCH – I have been reading a book after attending a Leadership Institute where 
I met the author of a book called: The UnStuck Church.  I had a great conversation with him about
the two churches I am privileged to pastor and share with in ministry. I shared the good and the
challenging (as with every church). He said:

“Your church is perfectly designed to get the results you are currently getting.” I let that soak in. 
Are we growing? Are we diminishing? Or, are we somewhere in between? We are going to unpack
each phase of the church lifecycle, and (after our assessment)put in place some specific and strategic
next steps we can take to find our way to sustained health . . . and become unstuck. Regardless of the
stage in which we find our church, it carries with it the world’s greatest mission — to “go and make
disciples of all the nations…” With eternity at stake, the church should be doing most everything
within its power to see lives changed forever.
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The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., April 17th at 6:00 pm with Janice Gregerson,
Julie Warner, Bill & Theresa Berriman, Bob Pease, Carol Kimberley, Lowell Halfhill, Jolene Brady,
Chairman Bob Leonard, and Pastor Phil.  

Pastor Phil opened with a prayer.  Janice moved to accept last month’s secretarial report. Motion was 
seconded by Carol and passed.

Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval.  The balance on the checkbook statement was
$#,###.## as of March 31st. All accounts balanced. The motion to approve the report was seconded by Bill.
Approval given.  

Theresa shared a thank you note from Clearview Recovery Center. She also noted that contact info had been
updated on the bank CD.  She also received information on the Builder’s Call. The Maple Grove UMC is
looking for donations. They built a new church while saving their historic old church building, but with the
widening project of Ashworth Road, the old church has been moved to a new location. The donations will
help fund the costly move.  Bill added that we may very well have several other church building requests in
the near future due to the recent flooding.

Pastor Phil reminded us of the Holy Week and Easter activities. He is seeking 6 readers for the upcoming
services.  Pastor also supplied a sample statement of belief and requested that we take some time to consider
creating a statement for our own church. This comes from the thought that several churches may soon be
leaving the conference.  Pastor would like to have a statement crafted before the Annual Conference in early
June, in time to share with the district superintendent. More information will be shared in the upcoming weeks.
Pastor also mentioned that he will be gone on Sunday, May 19th, attending his grandson’s college graduation.

Jolene shared that the VBS program is undergoing changes and will be “Whale of a Good Time ~ Jonah’s
Adventure.” Instead of a week-long event, they are planning on holding a special weekend event that will 
include people of all ages -- individuals, couples, children & families within our churches and the community,
as well.  The dates have been scheduled for Fri., June 28th from 6-8:00 pm and Sat., June 29th from 
10:00 am - 6:00 pm. The Mingo UMW will help with the snacks and meals.  More info will be coming
soon.  Jolene also noted that Youth Sunday will be Sunday, May 5th, when the Sunday school children and
youth group will lead the church service that day. Pastor will not need to make bulletins (for Mingo) on that
day, as the youth will do that.  The special offering that Sunday will go towards the youth group and Sunday
school programs.  We will also be honoring our graduates that day -- this year, there is only one from our
church - Ethan Brady.  Marilyn & Carol will work out details for the cake and gift.  

Due to Youth Sunday, communion is being shifted from the first Sunday, to the second Sunday (May 12th),
which will be Mother’s Day. Mothers will be honored in some way that day, as well. Jolene also reminded us
that the last official day of youth Sunday school will be Sun., May 19th, when they will celebrate with a
year-end party.

Bill reported that the creek on the back side of the church is causing some issues with the ramp and church
structure.  When the ramp was built, the creek was moved to the west, but over time, it has slowly moved
back towards the church.  Bill has talked with Chris Herbold, who will plan to add a 30-40 ft. section of 
rip-rap to the creek banks to halt future erosion troubles.  This will be a larger project getting underway soon.
Bill has spoken with the City and no permits are needed by the City, nor the DNR. Bill also stated that the
church clean-up day will be Saturday, June 1st at 9:00 am.  A taco bar & taco salad lunch will be served.  

It was also mentioned that the Block Party is scheduled for Sat., Aug. 3rd.  Earl Glover will be creating 
concrete post holders in large buckets. We are planning on having ice cream, but no sweet corn this time.
Pastor Phil will plan to sing. Other entertainment should be sought out now, while we still have some time.
A meeting will be planned in the near future.

This month’s Local Mission Giving in the amount of $100.00 will be given to the Vacation Bible School
program.  The Local Mission Giving for May will be given to the Maple Grove UMC moving project and
will be given to the Jasper County Habitat for Humanity in the month of June.  Bill moved that the meeting
be adjourned, seconded by Janice.  All joined hands and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing. 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes April  2019

Faith Power Assembly Church &
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES
SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA Keep
our sister church & school in your
daily prayers for safety & provision. 

The Newton Christian School
is excited to announce that 
it is offering PRESCHOOL 
for 3, 4 & 5 year olds 

beginning this FALL 2019!  
To learn more, 

contact Jolene Brady at 
515-508-9009 (text or call).

Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC 
upcoming events & information, visit
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

SUNDAY
SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday, May 5 • YOUTH SUNDAY -
The Sunday school children and
youth will lead the service on May
5th.  We will honor our HS graduate,
Ethan Brady that day, as well. We will
celebrate the end of Sunday school
for this school year on Sun., May 19th.



RUSH Youth Fellowship
For our April YF meeting, we helped at the Trisha Hobbs ben-

efit.  We are very excited for our Youth Sunday service on

May 5th! Practice time will be announced.  We have several involved in large

group music contest the day before. RUSH YF is open to all youth 7-12 grades.
If  you have any questions please call Dawn or Kent at 641-363-3299.

The Mingo UMC will
be collecting items
over the next few
months to aid disaster

victims in the United States. Come September, these items
will be assembled into kits and delivered by the RUSH youth group
to a Ingathering site in Iowa. The Hygiene Kit contains:

• 1 hand towel - 15” x 25” up to 17” x 27” 
- No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels

• 1 washcloth - No kitchen towels
• 1 comb - sturdy - No rattail or pick
• 1 nail clipper - No nail files or emery boards
• 1 bar soap - 3 oz or larger
• 1 adult toothbrush - no multipacks
• 10 adhesive bandages - 3/4” x 3”

UMCOR

COLLECTION

You’re Invited to a Graduation

OPEN HOUSE
Ethan Brady
Sunday, May 26, 2019

5:00 - 8:00 PM
Boulders Inn & Suites
4222 S. 22nd Ave. E.
Newton, IA  50208

for

’19

         

As many of you already know, I have retired as 
Treasurer of the Mingo United Methodist Church as 
of January 1st, 2019.  After approximately 24 years,  
I have turned the Treasurer’s position over to Theresa
Berriman, well qualified I feel.  She has worked in 
the Colfax Bank for many, many years.  I would also
like to thank the church board and my church family
for the nice little retirement party, following church
services in January and the very much appreciated,
retirement gift.

God Bless Everyone!     

Luanne Heffelfinger

THANK YOU



Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
At that point, a text and email
will be sent out, and a phone call.
Both church’s have options on
their website’s for the public to
send/post their prayer requests.

When a prayer request is 
initiated that might need a 
follow-up, we will ask the 
recipients if it might be ok for
us to contact them again in a
week or two for an update on
their condition, or outcome of
the situation, etc.

The Prayer Chain committee
plans to meet about twice 
per year. Members will be 
contacted when the time is
closer. If you'd like to join this
special ministry team or would
like more information, please
contact Warren Nielsen or 
Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967 

Prayer Chain Ministry

Prayer Concerns for May Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

   •    Judy Rumbaugh
   •    Betty Atwood
   •    Jeff Heffelfinger
   •    Jeri Heffelfinger
   •    Andy Leonard
   •    Roger LeBel
   •    Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
   •    Sonny Deaton
    •     Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
   •     Harold Long (& Harold’s great grandson)
   •    Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
         (Haitian missionaries)
   •    Mike & Su Keator (Nepal missionaries)
   •    June Coleman (Linda Sprague’s mother)
   •    Family of Rev. R.D. Streeter (Colfax UMC)
   •    Kathy Baldwin (Julie Warner’s sister-in-law)
   •    Julie Sparks
   •    Bob Matthews
   •    Jenny Heydon
   •    Peggy Vespestad         
   •     Bill McGinnis

   •    George Fortman (Mingo resident)
   •    Brice Udelhoven (Mingo resident)
   •    Kent & Marj Festvog Family (son John)
   •    Mike Rude (McKee’s son-in-law)
   •    Ron Rose
   •    Marie Molyneux
   •    Donna & Dennis Gilbert
   •    Family of Gene Wolfe
         (Bob & Julie Matthews Wolfe)
   •    Steve Seid (Carol Matthews’ husband)
   •    Carol Tiffany 
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
    •    Family of Rev. Jeff Sanderson 
          (Fed. Church of Bondurant)
   •    Norman Leonard (Bob Leonard’s brother)
   •    Earl Glover
   •    Josh Miller (Ethan Brady’s friend & classmate)
   •    Patty Frost (Tawnya Vry’s step-mom)
   •    Karen Routh Family (death of son, Kyle)
   •    Pastor Skidmore’s Family (Sheryll’s mother)
   •    Phyllis Beard 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:  The Mingo UMW met on April 10, 2019 at 10:00 am at
the Mingo United Methodist Church. President Janice G. opened our meeting with everyone reciting
Our Purpose. The secretary’s report was read and approved. The treasurer’s report was read and
approved. Janice informed us that Bible school will be on June 28th and 29th this year. We will

wait to hear more about serving. April 27th will 
be a 150 year celebration of UMW at 9:00 am at
the Altoona United Methodist church. Cards were
sent to past members. A delicious lunch was
served by Janice G. Lesson was given by Ione C.

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis ~ When we hear the name
C. S. Lewis, we think of The Chronicles of Narnia-The Lion,
The Witch and The Wardrobe, or other book titles he has 
authored. But Mere Christianity is different.

Into a world where Great Britain was at war and was 
bombarded by 400 planes a night during the blitz, Lewis 
took up duties as an air raid warden and gave talks to men 
in the Royal Air Force, most of whom, after just 13 bombing 
missions, knew they would be declared dead or missing. Their situation
prompted Lewis to speak about suffering, pain and evil--work that resulted
in the BBC inviting Lewis to give a series of wartime broadcasts on Christian
faith.  Delivered over the air from 1942 to 1944, these speeches were eventually
gathered into this book Mere Christianity, “the beloved classic on what all
Christians believe.”

Lewis set out to “explain and defend the belief that has been common to
nearly all Christians at all times” and he provides an unequaled opportunity
for believers and nonbelievers alike to hear a powerful, rational case for
the Christian faith.  Even if you feel you are quite knowledgeable in the
Christian faith, you will enjoy and learn from Mere Christianity, available
on the church bookshelf at the Mingo Library.

The Mingo Public Library and the Mingo UMC have
agreed to designate a bookshelf for a church library
collection within the public library located in the
post office/city government building.  The library is
accepting Christian books which you feel may be of 
interest to others in the church or community. These
should be books you have read and do not expect to
have returned to you.  New or used books that are
still in good condition may be donated during regular
library hours:

Monday:  5-7 pm
Tuesday & Thursday:  9 am – Noon
Wednesday:  1-5 pm
Saturday:  9-11 am

Please tell Librarian Carol Myers or Assistant Betty
Karns that the book you donate is for the church
bookshelf.  If you have questions, text or call 
Carol Kimberley.

New book for May reading:

LIBRARY COLLECTION

Ione Cleverley, Secretary



Whale of a Good Time!
Whale of a Good Time!JOIN US FOR A

Jonah’s Adventure ~
A Weekend Full of FUN!

Whale of a Good Time!

Jonah’s Adventure ~
A Weekend Full of FUN!

Friday, June 28 Saturday, June 29

• Music & Skits
• Presentation
• Snacks
• Games

Music, Snacks, Games & MORE! FREE Fun for the Whole Family!

• Music & Skits
• Crafts
• Videos
• Lunch served 11:30 AM
• Games & Snacks
• Scavenger Hunt
• Break-Out Sessions for 
Children & Adults

• Dinner served 5:30 PM
• Water PARTY!

6:00 - 8:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

AT THE MINGO UMC
202 W. MAIN ST.
MINGO, IA 50168

&

Special Speaker:

Help Support … :
Donations will be taken to help support 
a local charity. More info to come soon!

Don’t miss special presentations
each day!

SPONSORED BY THE FARRAR & MINGO UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES

Join us for any or all of the special events!

SNEAK PEEK!

MORE DETAILS 

COMING SOON!



“Create-Your-Own Masterpiece” Painting Party Fundraiser 
Folks of all ages from both Farrar & Mingo joined together to create these cross paintings & raise funds for our sister church &

school in Uganda.  Painting instructor, Jeri Heffelfinger was our coach & creativity encourager!  No two paintings turned out the

same & each one was beautiful.  We had a great time, Jeri!  And best yet, we raised $320 for our Uganda friends. Thank you to
everyone who helped support this project.



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

OUR CALENDAR  ~ MAY 2019

5

COMMUNION

10:00 am -
UMW 
Meeting

8

15

FOOD PANTRY

UGANDA 
COLLECTION

6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

Reason for the 
Seasons

GIFTS, HOME DECOR AND MORE!

Owner Margot Udelhoven

Visit us on Facebook or 
“The Worx” Salon 

2501 1st Ave. E., Ste. C., Newton.
Altoona location coming soon!

YOUTH SUNDAY!
(Honor HS Grad)

Last day 
of youth

Sunday school
(YEAR-END

PARTY!)

May 1 —
Kevin Borts
Larry Davenport
Marie Molyneux
Samantha Gathercole

May 5 —
Amanda Burns
Hauschildt

May 12 —
Larry Hulse

May 17 —
John Eatwell

May 19 —
Bob Leonard

May 23 —
Rita Jo Tiffany

May 29 —
Ashley McKee Rude
Grant Borts

May 31 —
Landen Borts

No Youth Sunday
School

Mother’s
Day

Ethan Brady’s Graduation
OPEN HOUSE • 5-8:00 pm
(Boulder’s Inn - Newton)

ASPIRE Women’s
Event - Ankeny
First UMC • 7 pm

FAMILY FUN WEEKEND!
• Friday, June 28th: 6:00 -8:00 pm (snacks served) ~and~
• Saturday, June 29th: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
(lunch & evening meals served)

Sponsored by the Farrar & Mingo United Methodist Churches
Event location: Mingo UMC

ADVANCED PLANNING

SAT., JUNE 1: 9:00 am
Church Clean-Up Day
(Taco bar/taco salad

lunch served.)



Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

IT’S ALL ABOUT HELPING…As they 

struggle with the effects of war, combat 

witchcraft and navigate everyday 

challenges, our sister church & school 

in Uganda strives to be the light in their 

community, shining brightly to guide others to 

the TRUE LIGHT of Jesus Christ.  It is our mission 

to provide support & hope through the donations 

of individuals and our church.  Help us provide 

them with a gift beyond their wildest dreams — 

a generator to provide a different kind of light.  

As they share the True Light within the surrounding

darkness, let us help them literally light the way.

LIGHTING THE WAY 
TO A BETTER FUTURE

Help us reach (or surpass!) our base goal. 
Diesel generators range from $1,300 to $4,200, 
depending on quality & longterm durability.

          • $1,300 base goal

Cash or check accepted. If writing checks, please
make out to: “Mingo UM Church School” with
“Uganda” in the memo.

Thank you!


