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There it is! You have let me experience the joys of life and the exquisite 
pleasures of true joy!” (Psalm 16:11 – paraphrased)

Recently, a group of kids were asked: How would you define JOY?

   They responded: “When you are feeling happy.” I was really caught by
this answer. It reminded me of a time when my son told me that he wanted to be happy and that as
his dad that would be my desire for him (he wanted something that he knew would bring his happiness
and joy). I told him that his happiness was not my ultimate goal for him.  I told him that if happiness
was his goal then I failed as a father. I apologized for mistakenly giving him that belief. “Well, I
thought you would want me to be happy?” he shot back.  “No” I said. “Happiness is the last goal I
have for you in your life.” “But you’re my father!” he said and I replied: “Happiness is just a feeling.
It can come and go on a whim. It can substitute for some real virtue or value in your life and go away
in a second. It’s always eluding us. And as soon as we get it, the bar moves and we are off trying to
find it again. What I want for you is JOY. Real JOY!” “What’s the difference?” he asked... and that
started the quest for understanding and attaining real JOY.

This Advent (the four weeks leading up to Christmas), I want to rediscover with you Real Joy! Joy that is
practical. Joy that does not remain just out of reach or rises and falls with our emotions in the moment.

Jesus was all concerned about JOY.  He talked a lot about it. Real JOY.

Let’s face it, the pursuit of joy becomes real at Christmas. The more we spend, the more JOY we offer
to prove our love. Did you like what I got you? Are you feeling happy? We sing Joy to the World, but
never really find it. That is because JOY is so simple and so easy…we just need to let it capture us!
Check this out!  JOY – real Joy - does not come and go like family that needs to be off on Christmas
to another house to keep everyone happy on Christmas morning. Joy captures us and helps us find
“exquisite pleasure” like the Psalmist says.

Here is what we are offering each Sunday (10:45 AM) in December beginning on December 1:

JOY:  REDISCOVERING THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS

At the first Christmas, angels proclaimed good news of great JOY for all people. In this series, 
we re-tell the Christmas story and rediscover for ourselves the JOY that Christ’s birth brings.

Can you use some genuine joy in your life?

• A joy which can’t be quenched?
• A peace that can’t be taken?
• A happiness which can’t be threatened?

There is such a joy. It is a sacred delight, a holy gladness.  It comes from God and is within your
reach  – Joy that is more than willing to embrace you! Real Joy.  Practical Joy.  Join us as we put 
Real Joy to the test this Christmastime and get found!

Invite someone to join you. We can get this right. It’s not “hide-and-go-seek.” JOY says:  
Here I am!  I’ve been looking for you. Get found by JOY this Christmastime. 

      Go Be the Church!

Pastor Phil Dicks

JOIN US!
Sunday School:
Children meet Sept. - May:
9:30 - 10:30 am
Adults meet year-round:
9:45 - 10:30 am

Worship:
10:45 - 11:45 am

Youth Fellowship:
2nd Saturday of every month

CONNECT:
Pastor Dicks:
515-418-0807

Church Office:
641-363-4229 
(to leave a message)

Email:
info@mingoumc.org

Web:
www.mingoumc.org

Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church

Address:
Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA  50168

Pastor Phil

Joy — Rediscovering 
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The Administrative Board met at the church on Wed., November 20th at 6:00 pm with Janice Gregerson,
Chubb Borts, Bill & Theresa Berriman, Julie Warner, Bob & Marilyn Matthews, Carol Kimberley, Bob
Pease, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob Leonard, and Pastor Phil.  

Pastor Phil opened with a prayer. Theresa moved to accept last month’s secretarial report. Motion was seconded by
Janice and passed.

Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval.  Deposits were $x,xxx.xx and $x,xxx.xx in expenses. The balance
on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of October 31st. All accounts balanced. Seconded by Janice. Approval given.  

Jolene reminded others that the newsletter should be completed and printed this next week and touched base on
many upcoming events in December. Pastor will provide Advent readings and scripture to Jolene and she will 
distribute them to volunteers. The RUSH YF group is planning on delivering cookie & fruit plates while caroling on
Sat., Dec. 7th (this is one week earlier than previously planned due to a school event conflict).  The Sunday school
Christmas program will take place on Sun., Dec. 8th during the regular church worship service (with a snow date of
the following Sun., Dec. 15) and will include talent of all ages this year, not just children.  The Sunday School
Christmas party will be Sun., Dec. 22nd, and there will be no youth Sunday school classes on Sun., Dec. 29th.  

Christmas Eve services will be held at the Mingo UMC on Tues., Dec. 24th. The traditional service will include 
candlelight and carols, and be similar to last year with costumes available for children (of all ages) to act out the
Christmas story. Goodie bags will be assembled by the adult Sunday school class.  Special music might be provided -
details will be finalized soon.  Discussion ensued regarding the start time for the evening service, which in most 
recent years has been 7:00 pm, but could be moved up to an earlier time of 6:00 pm.  It was decided to have the
congregation vote on Sunday as to which time works best for the majority. Voting slips will be distributed & 
collected with the verdict to be revealed on Sunday. The date and time will be advertised online, through social
media, and also in key locations around town (at the library, etc.). A large banner might be donated, as well.  It 
was discussed that adding the word “Community” to event names could also draw more attendants.  

We were also reminded that the Dec. meal & movie matinee is scheduled for Tues., Dec. 10th at 12-noon at the
church and will include pizza and a dessert bar. The feature film will be “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

The City of Mingo will hold their annual Community Soup Supper and Tree Lighting sometime soon. The date 
and specific information will be shared with the rest of the congregation as soon as it's available, as our church 
involvement is vital to community events.

Pastor reported on the Charge Conference in Monroe.  Copies of the forms and minutes will be made available on
Sunday.  This new conference grouping includes several different area churches of varying sizes and will plan to meet
together over the next two years, with the pastors meeting together, as well.  The focus of the Iowa Annual Conference
will relate to what it means to be a disciple and how to make disciples.  A mission statement will be needed in 2020.
More information will be available in the near future.

Pastor also shared information about the new community “townscaping” program in which Mingo was selected to 
participate. Criteria included being a town with 10,000 residents or less and must also be situated near a major highway.
This program focuses on the betterment of the community and only 10 Iowa communities are chosen each year, so this 
is quite an honor and privilege for the City of Mingo.  Identified as an integral part of the town, our church has been
asked to participate in this process.  Monthly meetings are scheduled and anyone is invited to attend -- they would like 
to include a varied cross section of several people with different backgrounds and community ties.  The meetings will 
include “mapping,” and focus on what makes the town unique and what projects might beautify and unify the 
community.  The program includes groups from Iowa State University, landscape architects, the DNR - Trees Forever,
and the Iowa DOT, to name a few. Pastor will share the meeting schedule and more information soon.

Theresa presented information on the Builder’s Call (which is taken up twice per year). The fall request for help is
for the Bloomfield United Methodist Church, which is the fastest-growing congregation in the state. With the large
increase in attendance, the church is seeking donations to help with their renovations, building additions and handi-
capped-accessibility.  Carol K. made the motion to give $50 to the Bloomfield UMC Builder’s Call, seconded by
Chubb. Motion passed.

Carol K. mentioned that our church has been assigned 3 families for the Adopt-A-Family program this year.  The
children range in ages from 2 - 17 years.  She will supply sign-up sheets on Sunday.

The Udelhoven and Hobbs families are still experiencing great hardship and continuing struggles with health.  Janice G.
motioned that the Mingo UMC give both families $100 gift certificates / gift cards that can be used to help with gas
and/or groceries.  Seconded by Carol K. Motion passed.  Both families are on the cookie & fruit delivery list, as well.  

It was also made known that another local family is struggling greatly due to many recent misfortunes. Marilyn made the
motion that the Mingo UMC give a check for $200 to the family to help with expenses. If the Mingo Men’s Club holiday
donation is received this year, that donation will also be given to this family.  Motion was seconded by Carol K. and passed.

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary
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• 1 hand towel - 15” x 25” 
up to 17” x 27” - No kitchen, 
cleaning, or microfiber towels  

• 1 washcloth - No kitchen towels  

• 1 comb - sturdy - No rattail or pick  

• 1 nail clipper - No nail files 
or emery boards  

• 1 bar soap - 3 oz or larger  

• 1 adult toothbrush - 
no multipacks  

• 10 adhesive bandages -  3/4” x 3”

The Mingo UMC is collecting items to aid
disaster victims in the U.S. In Sept., the
kits will be delivered by the RUSH youth
to an Ingathering site in Iowa.

UMCOR COLLECTION

Weather-Related 
Announcements

Pastor Phil will call both Mingo & Farrar board
presidents (Bob Leonard & Chris Heydon).  
Bob will then call Jolene Brady to activate
the chain.  Jolene will send out a mass 
notification on both email & texting (cell
phone), as well as contact the local radio &
television stations.  A traditional phone
call will be made to those unable to 
receive emails or text messages.  

CALLING TREE

Marilyn Matthews will call:
• Janice Gregerson   515-249-4083
• Sonny Deaton  641-363-4230
• Edith Patrick   641-377-2752

Have a new phone number, email address or
contact preference? Don’t forget to let us
know so you can stay up-to-date!  Email, 
call or text Jolene with changes (EMAIL: 
communications@mingoumc.org or 
jolene@bradyworks.com or TEXT / CALL: 
515-508-9009) Thank you.

Bob M. moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Janice.  All joined hands and prayed “The Lord’s Prayer”
together in closing.

As decided at a previous meeting, November’s Local Mission Giving will go to the Food Pantry, and December’s will
go to Hope Ministries.



RUSH Youth Fellowship
Our November YF was a lock-in at the Greenfield
UMC. We did prep work for the Ingathering. The
kids assembled boxes, health kits, school kits, layette kits and flood buckets. We 
unloaded vehicles of donations and loaded the semi. Our kids were hard workers
and we’re proud of all of them. Since this was our third year helping, our youth were
able to demonstrate to the younger ones what needed to be done. Don’t worry
about all that hard work, they had plenty of time for games and food... unfortunately,
not much time for sleep. The December meeting will be Sat., Dec. 7th at 3:30 pm.
Please note the change of date! C-M has a music program/event on the 14th that 
involves many of our group. Please wear your most festive Christmas hat as we will
be delivering fruit and cookie boxes around the Mingo area. Then we will be coming
back to the McKee’s for our Christmas party. Bring a gender-neutral gift of around 
$5 for our gift exchange! See you then!  RUSH YF is open to all youth 7-12 grades. 
If you have any questions please call Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS:
Youth Sunday school classes begin at  at 9:30 am each
Sunday. The older youth are holding a Bible Study and
adults are welcome to join at any time! We hope to 
enrichen our classtime by including a wide variety of 
ages & individual life experiences.  See you then!

Our Sunday School Christmas Program is scheduled for Sun., Dec. 8th (snow date:
Sun., Dec. 15) during worship time at 10:45 am.  Our Sunday school Christmas party
will be Sun., Dec. 22. There will be NO youth Sunday school classes on Sunday, Dec. 29th.

PENNY JAR COLLECTION:
Please bring your extra change each Sunday to
fill our penny jar.  Don’t let the pennies feel
lonely -- other coins & paper money are gladly
accepted, as well!   This collection will help 
defray the shipping costs for our UMCOR kits
(through the Ingathering) which are sent to 
disaster victims in times 
of need.  Thank you!

• After having fun shopping for our Adopt-A-Families, please place your unwrapped gift 
(with a box, wrapping paper, bows or ribbon and tag provided) on the pews at the back of the church.  

• Please make sure the fully completed tag indicating the Family #, Child #, Gender, Age, Gift Description & Gift Value for Missions is securely attached to
your gift.  (Because our church is given mission credit for the cost of the A-A-F gifts, it is important that you indicate the value of your gift at the bottom of
each tag.  Before we take the presents to Howard Street Christian Church for distribution, those values are cut from the tags & totaled for our church report.)

• If you wish to contribute for food certificates, please make out your check to Shugar’s and give it to Carol Kimberley. 
Cash donations may be spent on gifts or food.

THANK YOU for supporting this very worthwhile 
project—your generosity is so appreciated! 

Christmas Adopt-A-Family Mission ~ 2019

Deadline:  NOON -
Sunday, December 8

SHARING IN SERVICE &
LEADERSHIP
Volunteer greeters and 
scripture readers are 
needed for the new year.
We will be filling the 2020 calendar dates
soon. If you have volunteered for these 
positions in the past, your name is already
in the pool. If you have certain days that
you know you will be gone, please let us
know so we can arrange accordingly.  If you
wish to have your name removed from the
list, please contact Jolene at 515-508-9009
(call/text) or jolene@bradyworks.com.  The
updated schedules will be distributed at the
end of December. Thank you!



Prayer Chain Ministry

Prayer Concerns for December Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

   •    The Family of Judy Rumbaugh
   •    The Family of Marie Molyneux
   •    Betty Atwood
   •    Jeff Heffelfinger
   •    Andy Leonard
   •    Roger LeBel
   •    Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
   •    Sonny Deaton
   •    Brenda Breeden (coworker of Tawnya Vry)
   •    Harold Long 
   •   Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
        (Haitian missionaries)
   •    Julie Sparks
   •    Chris & Jenny Heydon
   •    Grace Heydon
   •    Peggy Vespestad
   •    Bill McGinnis
   •    George Fortman (Mingo resident)

   •    Brice Udelhoven (Mingo resident)
   •    Mike Rude (McKee’s son-in-law)
   •    Steve Seid (Carol Matthews’ husband)
   •   Carol Tiffany 
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
   •    Bob Moreland
   •    Ken & Kathy Estling Family
   •    Karen Carney
   •    Carol Davis
   •    Colby Lillegard
   •    Juliana Roberts (Marie Woodruff ’s 
        granddaughter-in-law)
   •    Randy & Holly Robertson Clapp
   •    John Cory (Lori Cory’s father-in-law) 
   •   Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother) 
   •    The people of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda,
        and other persecuted Christians
   •    Sarah Cope (Brady’s niece)

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:  The Mingo UMW met on November 13th at 10:00 am
at the Mingo United Methodist Church. President Janice G. opened the meeting with all
reciting “Our Purpose.”  The Treasurer’s report was read and approved.  The Secretary’s 
report was read and approved. Bidwell and thank offerings were taken. Donna printed our

new books for 2020. Cards were sent to past members. A delicious lunch was served by Ione and an
interesting lesson was given by Chubb.  We closed the meeting with all reciting “Our Benediction.” 

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
At that point, a text and email
will be sent out, and a phone call.

When a prayer request is 
initiated that might need a 
follow-up, we will ask the 
recipients if it might be ok for
us to contact them again in a
week or two for an update on
their condition, or outcome of
the situation, etc.

If you'd like to join this special
ministry team or would like
more information, please 
contact Warren Nielsen or 
Jolene Brady.

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967 Ione Cleverley, Secretary

Christmas is so much more than a holiday.  So much more than buying and 
wrapping, cooking and eating, trimming with tinsel and mailing cards.  It’s a 
season for reflection, for preparation, for renewal.  As a part of your preparation,
you are encouraged to read The Women of Christmas and understand more fully
how a sacred season is about to unfold for three women whose hearts belong to God.

Elizabeth is barren, yet her trust in God remains fertile.  Mary is betrothed in
marriage, yet she is willing to bear God’s Son. Anna is a widow full of years, yet
she waits patiently, prayerfully for the Messiah to appear in the temple courts. 

We are familiar with Mrs. Higgs’ writing (Bad Girls of the Bible series); her skill
at bringing depth to these Biblical women, Zechariah and Joseph is no less 
apparent.  She uses Scripture to tell the story of how the Holy Spirit entered the
lives of ordinary people who said “Yes” to God’s Plan.

The Women of Christmas is available on the church shelf at the Mingo Library now. 

The Mingo Public Library and the
Mingo UMC have agreed to designate
a bookshelf for a church library 
collection within the public library 
located in the post office/city 
government building.  The library is 
accepting Christian books which you
feel may be of interest to others in the
church or community. These should be
books you have read and do not expect
to have returned to you.  New or used
books that are still in good condition may
be donated during regular library hours:

Monday:  5-7 pm
Tuesday & Thursday:  9 am – Noon
Wednesday:  1-5 pm
Saturday:  9-11 am

Please tell Librarian Carol Myers or 
Assistant Betty Karns that the book
you donate is for the church bookshelf.
If you have questions, text or call
Carol Kimberley.

New book for December reading:LIBRARY COLLECTION The Women 
of Christmas

by Liz Curtis Higgs



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

10:00 am -
UMW 
Meeting11

18
6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

COMMUNION

12:00-noon ~
Potluck Meal &
Matinee (Pizza &

Dessert Bar)

10

Dec 4 —
Pastor Gary Armstrong

Dec 5 —
Debbie Jackson

Dec 7 —
Pastor Daniel Jenks

Dec 11 —
Carol Rumbaugh

Dec 14 —
Mike Van Peursem

Dec 20 —
Lincoln Brady

Dec 23 —
Janet Clement

Dec 26 —
Austin Brady

Dec 30 —
Karin Foster
Todd Weston

Dec 31 —
Paige Gathercole
Tabetha Gathercole

7:00 pm - 
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service

25

New Year’s Eve

Merry 
Christmas!

SNOW DATE FOR 
CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM

22 9:30 am - 
Sunday School 

Christmas Party!

NO Youth 
Sunday School 

Classes

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10:45 am - 
Sunday School 

Christmas Program 
(Cookies & punch 

reception after program)

12-NOON: Adopt-A-Family 
donations DUE

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8

7 RUSH YF: 3:30 pm
Fruit & Cookie 

Deliveries, Youth 
Caroling & Christmas Party

FAITH POWER 
ASSEMBLY CHURCH:
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES 
SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA
Keep our sister church & school in your
daily prayers for safety & provision.

Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC upcoming
events & information, visit FarrarUMC.org or the
Farrar United Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

Youth Sunday school classes
will resume on Sunday, 
Jan. 5, 2020.

6:00 pm - PPRC 
Parsonage Meeting
(@ Mingo UMC)

4:00 -6:30 pm - Mingo
Community Tree Lighting
Mingo Community Center

OUR CALENDAR  ~ DECEMBER 2019



Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

Join Us ~
All Are Welcome!

Community Christmas Eve Service: Tues., Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm - Come enjoy carols, candlelight & Christmas goodie bags

Sunday Mornings: 
Worship at 10:45 am


