
It’s all about RELATIONSHIPS – relationship with others, relationship withfamily, relationship with God… and even our relationship with ourselves. We
learned that throughout our 2-month overview study of the Bible. So, let’s take it
to the next level.

Catch this… Socrates had a phrase he repeated: “Know thyself.”  Two words, 
simple words, but combined, it’s a powerful open door into ourselves where we

come clean with what we are good at and what we are challenged in doing. Let’s be honest, that
introspection can be a “black hole” for us. Inside us are big rooms of knowledge and some rooms that
are small with locked doors that we never dare open. (That is why Jesus uses the: “Behold, I stand at
the door and knock…you open up and I’ll come in. It won’t be that bad or scary. We can open those
long-closed doors together.” And the spiritual journey of relationships between you and God goes 
to the next level).

In 2 Corinthians 13:5, we find this passage: “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith;
test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you?”

God created us with an insight and perception that goes beyond our understanding. God loves to be
in our “daily life experiences” and uses those moments as spiritual teaching and reflection times that
can surprise us. It can surprise us to see how God can give us insight from our own life experience 
to come up with spiritual insights that are often wise beyond what we believe is the limits of our 
understanding. God has been doing that since the beginning of time. In this small space, however, 
I couldn’t begin to list all the places where God floods us with spiritual insights in our daily living.

OK – So, since we are on “sabbatical” and our homes are our “sanctuaries,” we are going to do some
in home, on-line door-reopening for Jesus?

For the next 5 Sundays, I’ll be doing a sermon-series on FINDING HOPE! It’s going to be an 
in-home, on-line “scripture reading.” How does it speak to you in this experience of self-quarantining
time?” It should be fun. I’ll supply you with a list of scriptures each week. You can look over the
scriptures, or ignore them. (Free-will) But, if you look at them and let them “perk” within you, you’ll
come away with some interesting personal analogies or insights – “know thyself ” kind of stuff that
will help you and others listening in. 

Each Wednesday at 10 AM, I’ve been doing “Coffee Time with the Pastor.” It’s how-are-you-doing
fellowship times. I normally do a short devotion. But this week, I’ll be changing it a bit (we all know
about change…right?). Just come and see. God can, and is, really in this. Read the scriptures and go
live life. God will show you a spiritual way of looking at things. You will gain wisdom and grow in
your relationship with God. 

Remember, this passage from 2 Corinthians 13:5 –“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the
faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you?” 
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Finding HOPE

Due to recent COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Mingo UMC building is closed through April 30, 2020. 
Connect with us through our website, Facebook & 

alternate social media outlets.



The Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., April 8th at 6:00 pm with 
Bill & Theresa Berriman, Julie Warner, Carol Kimberley, Rodney Altes, Bob & Marilyn Matthews, 
Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard and Pastor Phil.

Pastor Phil opened with a prayer. Marilyn moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in the
church newsletter. Motion was seconded by Rodney and passed.

Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits totaled
$x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of March 31st. All accounts balanced.
Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Bob.  Approval given.  Theresa added that she will
begin using the new Bank Iowa checks beginning May 1st. So far fortunately, the mail-in offering seems to be
keeping on track as we move through these weeks of church closure.

Jolene continues to post notices and church information updates via email, text alerts and social media. 
Current events & activities have been halted, but we are not yet canceling the (VBS) Family Day Camp 
scheduled for July 11th, as we are hopeful that we will still be able to have that.   

Updated closure information put out by Governor Kim Reynolds and the state of Iowa was discussed.  Bill
made the motion to remain consistent with the state recommendations and continue with the closure of 
the church building through April 30th. Seconded by Bob M.  Motion passed.  We will continue to offer 
alternative online worship opportunities including Zoom video conferencing and posting YouTube services 
on the church YouTube channel, website and Facebook page. We hope to hold regular church services on 
Sunday, May 3rd, but will keep an eye on the continuing conditions and reassess as the time gets closer.

Steve Ayers submitted his annual mowing contract for consideration. His price is the same as last year. He has
already mowed twice this year and also raked the back yard where the tree had been.  Bill made the motion to
accept Steve’s contract for this year's seasonal mowing. Seconded by Carol K. Motion passed.

Rodney reported that the cement, tree removal, and clean-up projects are on hold for now.

Pastor reported that he is working on video recording sermon messages for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and also Easter and will get the videos sent to Mike & Jolene Brady as soon as possible.  We are continuing
with the study based on “God’s Greatest Love Story” and continue to send out daily devotions and messages.
Norm McCoy is working with Pastor to try to improve on the music audio during Zoom meetings. Norm will
play music on Maundy Thursday and Janet Altes will play for Good Friday (online services).

Bill mentioned that Easter lilies may be picked up at the church on Good Friday, Apr. 10th.

Due to children and families being at home and the increased need for food, the April & May monthly Local
Mission Giving donations will be switched, so April will go towards the Food Pantry and May will go to the
Vacation Bible School (Family Day Camp) program. June’s donation will go to the Jasper County Habitat for
Humanity. Bob M. made the motion to double the amount (from $100.00 to $200.00) for the Food Pantry
this month. Seconded by Bill. Motion passed.

Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bob M. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing. 

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes
Apr i l  2020 —

Due to recent COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Mingo UMC is currently closed. The situation
will be reassessed after April 30, 2020.Prayer Concerns for May

Please keep these friends 
in your thoughts & prayers.

   •    The Family of John Weston
   •    The Family of Judy Rumbaugh
   •    Betty Atwood
   •    Jeff Heffelfinger
   •    Andy Leonard
   •    Roger LeBel
   •    Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
   •    Sonny Deaton
    •    Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)
   •    Jim & Pat Brady (Mike Brady’s parents) 
   •     Harold Long 
   •    Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
         (Haitian missionaries)
   •    Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude
   •    Chris & Jenny Heydon Family
   •    Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student)

   •    Peggy Vespestad
   •    Bill McGinnis
   •    Brice Udelhoven (Mingo resident)
   •    Bill & Theresa Berriman family, 
         daughter Dawn & children 
   •    Carol Tiffany 
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)

   •    Bob Moreland
   •    John Cory (Lori Cory’s father-in-law) 
   •    Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother) 
   •    People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda,
         and other persecuted Christians
   •    Emerson Karl & Family - Parents: 
         Seth & Brittany Karl (4-yr-old with 
         liver cancer from Bondurant) 
   •    Judy Mau (friend of McKee’s) 
   •    Ralph (John) Cory (Andy Cory’s father) 

•     Jean Osborn (Betty Karn’s cousin) 

• Families, friends, and communities
world-wide as we face this season 
of widespread illness.

Prayer Chain Ministry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).

Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009

Farrar Contact: 
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967 

Graduating Sunday,
May 24th from 
Colfax-Mingo HS

OPEN HOUSE 
CELEBRATION:
Mingo Community Center
200 E. Railroad, Mingo IA
Saturday, May 23, 2020
1 - 4 PM

Congratulations!
KOLBE KENT MCKEE



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month. 
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

OUR CALENDAR  ~ MAY 2020

COMMUNION

15 FOOD
PANTRY

Newsletter
Deadline

6:00 pm -
Board Meeting

13 10:00 am -
UMW 
Meeting

10

FOOD
PANTRY

Since information is rapidly 
changing each day, we encourage
everyone to please stay informed
through radio, television, and/or
various forms of social media to
stay abreast of changing situations
and opportunities.

PLEASE NOTE:
Due to recent COVID-19 restrictions, the Mingo UMC
building is closed to the public through April 30, 2020.  

This means there will be NO in-person worship services, Sunday
school or youth activities, Bible studies or meetings through 
April 30, 2020.  After this time, the situation will be reassessed.
Connect with us online!

YOUTH SUNDAY
(Honor HS Grad)

Last day 
of youth

Sunday school

May 1 —
Kevin Borts
Larry Davenport
Samantha Gathercole

May 5 —
Amanda Burns
Hauschildt

May 12 —
Larry Hulse

May 17 —
John Eatwell

May 19 —
Bob Leonard

May 23 —
Rita Jo Tiffany

May 29 —
Ashley McKee Rude
Grant Borts

May 31 —
Landen Borts

Mother’s
Day

Kolbe McKee’s 
Graduation
OPEN HOUSE
1-4 pm • Mingo 
Community Center

Ways to Connect — To find
out about Farrar UMC upcoming events
& information, visit FarrarUMC.org
or the Farrar United Methodist
Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

Faith Power Assembly Church & MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL
IGANGA, UGANDA Keep our sister church & school in your daily prayers
for safety & provision. Thank you — Pastor Perezi & Florence Were



Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

IMPORTANT UPDATES

Due to recent COVID-19 restrictions, the Mingo UMC building is closed to the public through April 30, 2020.

This means there will be NO in-person worship services, Sunday school or youth activities, Bible studies or meetings at the
church through April 30, 2020.  After this time, the situation will be reassessed.  

Alternative Worship Opportunities: Pastor Phil will continue to record Sunday sermons that will be posted on our church
YouTube channel, website and Facebook page, as well as hold Zoom video conference worship services. Information is shared
weekly on the church website and Facebook page.

Since information is rapidly changing each day, we encourage everyone to please stay informed through radio, television,
and/or various forms of social media to stay abreast of changing situations and opportunities.

Remember to be God’s love by offering prayer and caring support to our elderly, widows, young families and those who 
are separated from or have no families.  God has said over and over, "Do not fear, for I am with you."

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®


