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Pastor’s Note

Faith Over Fear

I

had a great gift given to me last week. It was a T-shirt that said two words on the front: “FAITH” and
then the word “FEAR” under it. I must admit that I didn’t quite understand it. But as I said the
words and with a little help from the person who gave it to me, the message was clear: “Faith over Fear!”

Sunday School:
Recently, a survey was taken among the people of central Iowa. About 2,400 people took the survey.
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The results showed that younger adults were actually more fearful than older adults, which was a surprise to me.
Adults meet year-round:
• Of the 18- to 35-year-olds, 43 percent had moderate levels of fear, and 45 percent had significant levels of fear
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– the highest “significant level” of any of the age groups. Those who were 36 to 50 years old were roughly the
same – 45 percent had moderate levels of fear, and 44 percent, significant levels of fear.

Worship:
10:45 - 11:45 am
Youth Fellowship:
2nd Saturday of every month

CONNECT:
Pastor Dicks:
515-418-0807
Church Office:
641-363-4229
(to leave a message)
Email:
info@mingoumc.org
Web:
www.mingoumc.org
Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church
Address:
Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
Iowa Conference United
Methodist Church
• iaumc.org •

• For those 51 to 65 years old, 31 percent reported significant levels of fear.
• For 66- to 74-year-olds, 23 percent had significant levels of fear, and
those over 75, 21 percent. That’s still one in five, but it’s less than half of
the percentage of young adults with significant fear.
• I think that the older you are, the more you realize, “Whatever things I’m
afraid of, I’ve pretty much lived through them, and maybe I don’t need to be
quite as afraid.”
As you age, you get a sense of wisdom and perspective that tells you that it’s
probably going to be OK. Whereas when you’re younger, threats seem greater,
and we’re not certain that we are going to live through them and be OK.
The survey also found that people’s fears changed significantly. What people under 50 feared was different from
what people over 50 feared.
• For those under 50, the No. 1 fear was personal failure, followed by disappointing others, uncertainty about
the future, financial difficulties and the death of a loved one.
• For those over 50, the No. 1 fear was the direction of our country. The second was finances for retirement,
followed by fear of aging, loss of mental capacity and fear of dependency upon others.
Many of these were fears around aging. For younger people, they were fears about their future and about what
might happen in their lives.
My son, who is a history professor in Colorado, recently told me that he had an idea on how to deal with fear.
During the pandemic, his wife has become enamored with the Hallmark Movie Channel. He said that it caught
on with him. It’s the same plot with the same ending. Each movie ended with a positive message with “faith
overcoming fear.” He told me that he thought the whole world should either turn off their televisions, avoid the
news or limit ourselves to only 15 minutes of news each day. “What do you do the rest of the time?,” I asked
him. “Watch the Hallmark Channel,” he said. I never get stressed when watching them.
So, what are we to do?
This month, I am beginning a new series on “Jesus, Sermon on the Mount.” But, I want to give new insight
through the lens of a world turned upside down. Jesus was all about turning the world upside down.
He didn’t fear it, but used it as a means to grow in the faith and win over fear. Join us on Sundays and
give it a try – a faith vaccine.
Go be the church!

Pastor Phil
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! Faith Power Assembly Church
& MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA Keep
our sister church & school in your daily prayers for safety & provision.

Prayer Chain Ministry

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes

July 2020

T

he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., July 8th at 6:00 pm.
Bill & Theresa Berriman, Lowell Halfhill, Rodney Altes, Julie Warner, Bob & Marilyn
Matthews, Jeri Heffelfinger, Janice Gregerson, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara
Leonard and Pastor Phil were present.
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009
Farrar Contact:
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967

Prayer Concerns for August
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The Family of Doris McGinnis
(Harold Long’s sister)
The Family of Brice Udelhoven
The Family of Roger LeBel
The Family of John Weston
The Family of Debbie Stock
The Family of Nelda Robertson
The Family of John Cory
The Family of Judy Rumbaugh
Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)
Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father)
Melvin Johnson
Betty Atwood
Jeff Heffelfinger
Andy Leonard
Linda Sprague
Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
Sonny Deaton
Austin Brady
Harold Long
Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
(Haitian missionaries)
Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude
Chris & Jenny Heydon Family
Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student)
Peggy Vespestad
Bill & Theresa Berriman family,
daughter Dawn & children
Carol Tiffany
Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
Bob Moreland
Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother)
People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda,
and other persecuted Christians
Emerson Karl & Family - Parents:
Seth & Brittany Karl (4-yr-old with
liver cancer from Bondurant)
Judy Mau (friend of McKee’s)
Jean Osborn (Betty Karn’s cousin)
Sarah Shonrock Family
(friends of the Brady’s)
Bill Roberts (Father of Todd,
Marie Woodruff ’s son-in-law)
Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)

Chairman Bob opened with a prayer. Rodney moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as
printed in the church newsletter. Motion was seconded by Theresa and passed.
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits
totaled $x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of June 30th. All
accounts balanced. Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Rodney. Approval
given. The offerings have continued to be going fairly well. We have seen a typical pattern for
summer. Theresa also noted that for three months the parsonage rent will be paid through IMPACT.
Jolene shared portions of Florence Were’s most recent letter, which indicated some of the struggles
that Uganda is facing, including multiple local floods, a nation-wide power outage caused by flood
jams on the Owen Falls power dam in Jinja, locust invasions, devastating mud and land slides, as
well as COVID-19 lockdowns. Many families are facing poverty, food shortages, and unrest.
Continued prayers are requested for them.
Bill reported that Windstream internet services are 8x faster than the provider that the church is
currently using. Windstream offers easy installation and a more reliable connection. Bill made a
motion to change internet providers to Windstream, seconded by Jeri. Motion passed. It was noted
that the church may need to pay for both services for one month, just due to the timing of the
service switch.
Jeri shared that the Veteran’s Stand Down will be taking place on Sept. 18th & 19th this year and
that she has been knitting and sewing several items with her fleece, fabric and yarn, including hats,
headbands and soap saver bags. She is looking for donations of 60 bars of soap and any other
hygiene items are greatly appreciated as well. She is planning to deliver the items to them on
Sept. 1st. More info will be shared in the church newsletter. [EDITOR’S NOTE: The Veteran’s
Stand Down event has now been cancelled.]
Pastor attempted to share his monthly report but experienced technical difficulties due to a bad
connection. He will send out his report via email.
As determined at a previous meeting, the July monthly Local Mission Giving donation for $100.00
will go to Hawthorn Hill. Lowell made the motion to schedule Newton Christian School for
August’s donation, Women at the Well for September, and Salvation Army for October. Seconded
by Rodney. Motion passed.
Bob M. moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Rodney. All prayed “The Lord’s
Prayer” together in closing.

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

The Mingo UMW met on July 8th at Janice
Gregerson’s house. We opened our meeting with all reading Our Purpose. Collections were
taken for Bidwell Riverside. Cards were sent to past members. A lesson was read by Janice
and a delicious lunch was served by Janice as well. The UMW Conference had a grant called
Be Bold Grant. Jeri Ann helped fill out the application form, and we were approved. We bought
supplies and sacked them up for the workers at Luther Park. Janice and Jeri Ann delivered them to
Luther Park. We appreciate all they do to keep the residents safe. A big thank you to Jeri Ann!
We closed our meeting with all reading the Benediction.

Ione Cleverley, Secretary

OUR CALENDAR ~ AUGUST 2020

COMMUNION

12

10:00 am UMW
Meeting

6:00 pm Board Meeting

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

FOOD PANTRY

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:
Aug 4 —
Carroll Rumbaugh

Aug 9 —
Dawn McKee

Aug 11 —
Kent McKee

Aug 12 —
Pastor Eldon Nolte

Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.
Thank you! [jolene@bradyworks.com]

Aug 21 —

Aug 30 —

Rod Sparks

Bob Pease

Ethan Brady
Edith Patrick

Aug 14 —

Aug 24 —

Aug 13 —

Clara Sparks
Ben Kimberley
Pastor Dana & Jessica Julie Warner
Wimmer ~ Anniversary

Aug 16 —
Mike & Jolene Brady ~
Anniversary

Aug 28 —
Mildred “Chubb” Borts

FARRAR UMC NEWS:
Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC
upcoming events & information, visit
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church ®

IMPORTANT UPDATES

WE ARE OPEN!
The church building is OPEN on Sunday mornings for in-person worship. Safety precautions are in place.
Alternative Worship Opportunities Are Still Available: Pastor Phil will continue to record Sunday sermons
that will be posted on our church YouTube channel, website and Facebook page, as well as hold Zoom video
conference worship services. Information is shared weekly on the church website and Facebook page.

Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

