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JOIN US!
Sunday School:
Children meet Sept. - May:
Pastor Phil
9:30 - 10:30 am
Adults meet year-round:
9:45 - 10:30 am
Worship:
10:45 - 11:45 am

W

SEPTEMBER 2020

Pastor’s Note

Praying For Farmers!

e are all about “Go be the church!” Now is the time for us to all live into it! In our church,
we are farmers, connected to the land and the changes that come to farmers whose lives are
dependent on the weather and markets. We not only know farmers, but they are family and friends. We
know them and they know us. They are strong and resourceful, but they are also grounded in God and
prayer! There is no other way to faithfully face the uncertainties of each year and each day without God.
to the music and you will hear Standing on the Promises, Precious Lord, Take My Hand, or ‘Tis so
Dicks Listen
Sweet to Trust in Jesus. I think it has been a long time since we specifically prayed for farmers. So, let’s
do it… because in praying for them, we are also praying for ourselves, our community, and those who are in
need in the present moment.
A friend asked me, “Tell me how we are to pray for farmers?” That’s a great question to ask. So, I shared that
question with a long-time farmer for his help. Sometimes, it’s important to go to the source. He was a man of
few words; he was a man with farming in his legacy and in his bones. So, I listened and then I put together this
list to guide us in our prayers.
PRAY FOR FARMERS’ SAFETY

Youth Fellowship:
2nd Saturday of every month

CONNECT:
Pastor Dicks:
515-418-0807

Every year, there are accidents on the farm – some minor, some horribly tragic. Injuries are frequent. Equipment
breaks and sometimes there is never enough time to get clear. Pray that farmers, farm families, and those who
work for and with them stay safe.
PRAY FOR FARMERS’ ENERGY AND STAMINA
During some seasons, farmers work around the clock. They need to have energy and stamina. Truth be told, the
serious and even not-so-serious accidents tend to occur when we are exhausted. Pray that they (and their wives
and families) can gain rest and have stamina to get the jobs done.
PRAY FOR FAIR MARKET PRICES
PRAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Church Office:
641-363-4229
(to leave a message)
Email:
communications@mingoumc.org
Web:
www.mingoumc.org
Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church
Address:
Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

All this work means we are not always home together. A lot of farm families try to eat at least one meal together,
but it doesn’t always happen. Also, chores on the home front often get passed on to whoever is left at home.
My friend said, “Honestly, in these seasons, our children miss us and we miss them. Pray for the families and
children and all connected.
PRAY FOR WEATHER
It seems they either need rain or need it to stop. It was a tough blow when the straight winds (more powerful
than most tornados) swept through in the blink of an eye. There are not words… we just take the hand of Jesus
and ask the God of creation to bless us and help us take the next steps in faith. That God sends angels in godly
form and human form to come alongside us. To help us and spiritually “get picked up and carried through the
dark valley of the shadow” so we know for certainty that “Thou art with me. Thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me.” Pray for God to extend rain and sunshine for a harvest from what remains.
PRAY FOR FARMERS’ HEALTH
With the exhaustion, comes health and mental health concerns. Farmers are also exposed to chemicals whether
we are the ones spraying or our neighbor, and they can sometimes make them sick or cause the potential for
sickness. Pray for farmers and their families to stay healthy.
Pray for good health for all people… and while you’re at it, pray for livestock.
Farmers and farm families appreciate our prayers… your prayers. They love to hear that others
are praying. So, tell them. Over and over again in any way possible.
Go be the church!
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Pastor Phil
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! Faith Power Assembly Church
& MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA Keep
our sister church & school in your daily prayers for safety & provision.

Prayer Chain Ministry

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes

August 2020

T

he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., August 19th at 6:00 pm (one
week later than originally planned, due to the storm on August 10th). Bill & Theresa Berriman,
Rodney Altes, Julie Warner, Jeri Heffelfinger, Janice Gregerson, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob &
Barbara Leonard and Pastor Phil were present.
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009
Farrar Contact:
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967

Prayer Concerns for September
Please keep these friends
in your thoughts & prayers.
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The Family of Doris McGinnis
(Harold Long’s sister)
The Family of Brice Udelhoven
The Family of Roger LeBel
The Family of John Weston
The Family of Judy Rumbaugh
Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)
Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father)
Melvin Johnson
Betty Atwood
Jeff Heffelfinger
Andy Leonard
Linda Sprague
Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
Sonny Deaton
Harold Long
Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
(Haitian missionaries)
Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude
Chris & Jenny Heydon Family
Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student)
Peggy Vespestad
Bill & Theresa Berriman family,
daughter Dawn & children
Carol Tiffany
Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
Bob Moreland
Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother)
People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda,
and other persecuted Christians
Judy Mau (friend of McKee’s)
Janet Wilson (Ione Cleverley’s daughter’s
mother-in-law)
Sarah Shonrock Family
(friends of the Brady’s)
Bill Roberts (Father of Todd,
Marie Woodruff ’s son-in-law)
Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)
Diana Halfhill
Terry Holdridge (Betty Byer’s cousin)
Megan (Lori Pease’s cousin’s daughter)
John & Nozomi Flyr (Pastor Jill Flyr’s
son & daughter-in-law)
Judy Ingram
Storm damage victims

Pastor Phil opened with a prayer. Carol K. moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in
the church newsletter. Motion was seconded by Julie and passed.
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits totaled
$x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of August 31st. All accounts
balanced. Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Jeri. Approval given. Theresa noted
that a donation in the amount of $xx,xxx.xx was deposited into the Money Market account from Marie
Molyneux’s estate. It had been her desire to see that the funds went towards the parking lot pavement
fund. We are so thankful for her incredibly generous gift.
In old news, the Veteran’s Stand Down event was cancelled, but Jeri was able to divide up nearly 7 boxes
of donations amongst various local charities. This information & some photos will be including in the
September church newsletter. Thank you for all your hard work on this project, Jeri!
There was no UMW meeting this month.
Jolene shared that for now, the Sunday school plan will be to return to in-person Sunday school
sometime in September after Labor Day. The SS Team was originally waiting to see what the area
schools were going to do before deciding. YF is tentatively planning to start back up in Sept. as well.
The Bible study will hopefully be able to be picked back up where they left off in the spring. Jolene also
mentioned that she had been visiting with Farrar about the possibility of having a Confirmation class
this year. We prefer that these classes be in-person. The schedule will likely begin after Christmas and
end at Easter time and have Mingo & Farrar students together. Pastor is planning to meet with some
church members to help coordinate the Confirmation plan as the time gets closer.
Bill reported that Steve Ayer’s bill will be larger than normal due to extra mowing and clean up. He also
noted that the church has sustained some damage to the eaves from fallen branches and debris. Bill
made the motion to contact Leaf Guard or a similar business to repair and replace the eaves with
coverings. Motion was seconded by Julie and passed. Bill also noted that contact has been made with
the insurance company regarding the church.
All utilities have been restored to the church, so in-person services can resume for this upcoming
Sunday. A Food Pantry Collection will also be taken this Sunday to make up for the previous week
that we did not meet.
Pastor shared that he will finish up with his sermon series on resilience this Sunday and then start a new
series on the Holy Spirit. He is also looking into other Bible studies for book studies or small groups.
Online attendance numbers have been encouraging and are being recorded so they can be included in
the upcoming Charge Conference reports. Pastor also spoke more on the plan for having a Confirmation
class this next year and will be asking for volunteers as helpers and spiritual sponsors to help as the time
gets closer. More information will be shared as it becomes available.
The Board of Trustees has one open spot with the passing of John Weston. Caleb Heffelfinger has
been presented to the Nominations committee to fill that spot. This will be in a “mentorship” type
of position.
Janice G. updated us on the status of the garden patch at Farrar. It has been harvested 3 times and they
just recently harvested some sunflower seeds.
As determined at a previous meeting, the August monthly Local Mission Giving donation for $100.00
will go to Newton Christian School; September’s donation will go to Women at the Well, and Salvation
Army for October.
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Rodney. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer”
together in closing.

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

The Mingo UMW did not meet in August due to the
storm. Their next meeting will be Tuesday, September 9, 2020.

Ione Cleverley, Secretary

OUR CALENDAR ~ SEPTEMBER 2020

am 9 10:00
UMW
Meeting

LABOR
DAY
COMMUNION

6:00 pm Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

SEE YOU AT
THE POLE

PATRIOT
DAY

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
SEE YOU AT THE POLE day is on Wednesday, Sept.
23 at 7:00 a.m. local time. All around the globe, in every time
zone, students will be gathering at their flagpoles, praying for their
school, friends, families, churches, and communities. SEE YOU AT
THE POLE is a day committed to global unity in Christ and prayer
for our generation, whether attending PUBLIC SCHOOL, PRIVATE
SCHOOL, or HOME SCHOOL. Gather your friends wherever and
whenever and pray! The GLOBAL WEEK OF STUDENT PRAYER is
dedicated to prayer and launching on-campus Bible clubs, prayer
strategies, and student ministries.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.
Thank you! [jolene@bradyworks.com]

Sept 1 —

Sept 7 —

Sept 14 —

Ione “Babe” Cleverley

Betty Atwood
Jeff Heffelﬁnger

Janet Altes
Beth Gathercole

Jack Wolgamuth

Sept 10 —

Sept 18 —

Sept 6 —

Trenton Brady
Forever in our hearts

Sept 5 —
Kody Gathercole
Lowell Jones

Sept 11 —
Kathryn Vry

Marilyn Matthews

FARRAR UMC NEWS:
Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC
upcoming events & information, visit
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church ®

IMPORTANT UPDATES

WE ARE OPEN!
The church building is OPEN on Sunday mornings for in-person worship. Safety precautions are in place. Alternative Worship Opportunities Are Still Available:
Pastor Phil will continue to record Sunday sermons that will be posted on our church YouTube channel, website and Facebook page, as well as hold Zoom video
conference worship services. Information is shared weekly on the church website and Facebook page.

THANK YOU
— JERI —
You’re a blessing
to so many!

Shortly after the last board meeting when Jeri mentioned needing soap for the soap sacks for the Veterans
Stand Down in September, the event was cancelled. But Jeri's helping hands didn't stop. She created
132 of these soap sacks and took 72 to the Veteran's Assistance Program in Des Moines, 30 to Clearview
Recovery Center in Prairie City, and 30 to the Hope Ministries Women's and Family Center in Des Moines.
But Jeri's helping hands didn't stop there either; she created over 80 knitted stocking hats using a circular
knitting machine, 50 fleece stocking hats, and 50 crocheted headbands. She sewed 100 facemasks. She
divided these up among the organizations that also received the soap sacks.
And Jeri also has finished over 600 liners and 100 shields and some bags that will be given to the girls at
the school in Iganga. (She still needs to make about 200 liners and another 100 shields to be able to
make her goal of 100 kits for the girls).
Wow! Jeri has been busy but she needs your prayers. She was diagnosed in early June with non-diabetic
neuropathy of hands and feet. Along with her knee and back problems, she had to leave her work and
continues to pray that God will provide and show her the plans he has for her.

Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

