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Pastor’s Note

It’s Time to “Keep On, Keeping On!”

JOIN US!

Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living Faith

B

ack in January, we launched the year by focusing on “How we want to have grown (and become

more mature) in our faith and therefore in our lives!” If you don’t have a target, you’ll never
Sunday School:
know where to aim…and you’ll miss it every time. We are done with that. We continue to learn to be
Children meet Sept. - May:
in our faith and people of a deeper faith fueled by the Holy Spirit working in and through us
Pastor Phil Dicks resilient
9:30 - 10:30 am
to change and transform ourselves and the world around us for God!
Adults meet year-round:
We have been through a lot this year and still 3 more months to go before we “check-in” on confirming our
identity as genuine and fruitful followers of Christ. Beginning in January, we will be working with 8+ young
9:45 - 10:30 am

Worship:
10:45 - 11:45 am
Youth Fellowship:
2nd Saturday of every month

CONNECT:
Pastor Dicks:
515-418-0807

adults through Confirmation as we confirm the faith within them. It will be a task for EVERYONE in our
church… as we nurture and come alongside these new “confirmands.” That means that we, too,
need to confirm (and re-confirm) the essentials of our faith and especially as United Methodists.
So, we are launching on a new path of growth BEGINNING October 11th through
November 8th – as we look at the Five Marks confirming our identity as genuine and
fruitful followers of Christ:
1. A Methodist Loves God
2. A Methodist Rejoices in God
3. A Methodist Gives Thanks
4. A Methodist Prays Constantly
5. A Methodist Loves Others

This brief book was written by Dr. Steve Harper, a friend and former professor of mine. (Maybe I can invite Steve
to come up and join us!) His short, 60-page book can be read in one sitting, but we are going to do that and more!
We are going to be looking together at each of the 5 “marks” of the book, Five Marks of a Methodist: The
Fruit of a Living Faith as we gain a greater knowledge and appreciation for why and how to follow Jesus.

Church Office:
641-363-4229
(to leave a message)

It will be an online discussion and a “live” discussion – practicing appropriate social distancing – but not distancing
from God! The Pastor and a team of co-helpers will lead “touch-base” sharing that we will also enjoy putting the
“5 Fruits” into practice and “taking it for a test-drive!” We will emerge with a solid foundation to keep our spiritual
house standing strong as Christians marked by these five habits, that will take our attitude, our life, our living,
and our character to the next level! (Guaranteed or your money back!) This will be a “gathering/listening/sharing” for
anyone – young or old, a mature Christian – or a nominal, beginning Christian or those who question.

Email:
communications@mingoumc.org

The short books are available in BOOK and KINDLE FORMAT (along with an optional Participant’s Guide)
through Amazon:

Web:
www.mingoumc.org

• AMAZON LINK: https://www.amazon.com/Five-Marks-Methodist-LivingDiscipleship/dp/1501800590/
ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr= ($9.99 or $7.55 for a newly re-shared book. In addition,
you can purchase a “recycled” slightly used book beginning at $1.97. Look on the above linked page under the
“Hardcover” box where these “used” options are listed in “blue.”

Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church
Address:
Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

• KINDLE copies of this book are also available for immediate purchase and access on the same “link” above.
• An optional “Participant Guide” is available at: https://www.amazon.com/Five-MarksMethodist-Participant-Discipleship/dp/1501820265/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=

Here’s a NEW IDEA… you could buy 2-3 copies of the “Participant Book”and share it with 2-3 other persons
in your family or next door. Along with the Pastor and the Church Team weekly meeting, you can do your own
sharing with others! Even Online – we will help you set up your own ZOOM meeting so you can meet with
your other 2-3 persons each week! Free!
Join us in “getting back on the journey” to our mission and calling.
Go be the church!

Iowa Conference United
Methodist Church
• iaumc.org •

Pastor Phil
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! Faith Power Assembly Church
& MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA Keep
our sister church & school in your daily prayers for safety & provision.

Prayer Chain Ministry

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes

September 2020

T

he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Sept. 9th at 6:00 pm. Bill &
Theresa Berriman, Rodney Altes, Lowell Halfhill, Julie Warner, Kevin & Jan Borts, Carol Kimberley,
Kent & Dawn McKee, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard and Pastor Phil were present.

Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009
Farrar Contact:
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967

Prayer Concerns for October
Please keep these friends
in your thoughts & prayers.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Family of Brice Udelhoven
The Family of John Weston
The Family of Judy Rumbaugh
Miriam McCoy
Dan Byers
Jay (Bill Berriman’s brother)
Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)
Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father)
Erv & Linda Sanny (Farrar/Bondurant
Community)
Allison Moss Huck (Jennifer Byers Moss’s
sister-in-law)
Marilyn Richards (Janet Beem’s mother)
Melvin Johnson
Betty Atwood
Jeff Heffelfinger
Andy Leonard
Linda Sprague
Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
Sonny Deaton
Harold Long
Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
(Haitian missionaries)
Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude
Chris & Jenny Heydon Family
Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student)
Peggy Vespestad
Bill & Theresa Berriman family,
daughter Dawn & children
Carol Tiffany
Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
Bob Moreland
Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother)
People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda,
and other persecuted Christians
Judy Mau (friend of McKee’s)
Janet Wilson (Ione Cleverley’s daughter’s
mother-in-law)
Sarah Shonrock Family
(friends of the Brady’s)
Tim & Deb Volker (Carol Kimberley’s
sister and brother-in-law)
Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)
Judy Ingram
Storm damage victims

Pastor Phil opened with a prayer. Theresa moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in the
church newsletter. Motion was seconded by Carol K. and passed.
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits totaled
$x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of August 31st. All accounts balanced.
Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Kevin. Approval given.
Theresa noted that offerings have been down this month, no doubt due to COVID and the recent storm. The
property tax notification has been received and both the church and parsonage taxes have increased slightly,
but the church apportionments for this year have gone down, so seems to somewhat balance out the difference.
Bill reported that the yearly inspection was completed and a small repair was made to the church furnace.
There was no UMW meeting this month.
Jolene shared that the Sunday school was originally going to return to in-person classes sometime in September,
but they have now decided to wait a bit longer and plan on perhaps an October kick-off. Tawnya has been
exposed to COVID through her work and must take time off periodically due to repeat exposures, so will
likely not be able to teach full time and need a substitute. The delay until October will give us time to see
what will take place both with work situations and within our local schools. RUSH YF is still planning on
meeting this Sat., Sept. 12th at 6:00 pm at the McKee’s (or at the church if weather isn’t ideal) for a lesson,
games, and a movie. Proper social distancing will be practiced. Since Youth Sunday was not able to take place
this past spring, Dawn mentioned that they would like to have it sometime this fall. Pastor suggested a Sunday
in October if it works with everyone’s schedules.
Pastor shared that he is planning on attending church and presenting his sermon in-house beginning Sun.,
Sept. 20th. The service will also be broadcast online through Zoom.
On behalf of the Nominations Committee, Carol K made the motion to approve Caleb Heffelfinger to fill
the Board of Trustees (Trustee-in-training) position. Bill Berriman has also requested that Jan Borts fill his
position on the Parsonage Committee. Motion seconded by Julie. Motion passed.
Bill made a dual motion, with the first item requesting that we continue with future Administrative Board meetings
on the online Zoom format, which should help with attendance - especially when dealing with upcoming
winter weather which might cause inclement driving conditions. The second item is to continue worship
services without printing bulletins to save time & money. Motion seconded by Rodney. Motion passed.
Rodney reported that LeafGuard will be coming to install the system at the church and some shingle and eave
spout repair will also take place soon. The two dead trees will also be removed, but the wide-spread storm
damage clean-up has caused a delay in the schedule to get these projects completed. Carol K also mentioned
that she had spoken with Jill (Scott) Miller and the work on the windows won’t begin until sometime after
Oct. 1st.
Jeri Heffelfinger (in absentia) submitted information as an opportunity for our congregation to consider
transcribing church services to post on the church YouTube channel. The written word may help with those
who are hard of hearing, deaf, or would just like to review the sermon and make notes, journal, or highlight
portions of the sermon. This service is available for $2 per audio minute and does not include musical worship
portions. If the Farrar congregation would also like to post their services, this could possibly be explored as a
shared expense. Kent made the motion to send out a poll/survey to the Mingo church congregation to see how
many would like to use this service if it were available. The response would help us to determine if it would be
a beneficial service to have at this time. Motion seconded by Kevin. Motion passed.
As determined at a previous meeting, the September monthly Local Mission Giving donation for $100.00
will go to Women at the Well, and Salvation Army has been assigned for October. Theresa mentioned that
thank you notes were received from Hawthorn Hill and the Newton Christian School.
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Rodney. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together
in closing.

Jolene Brady, Recording Secretary

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

The Mingo UMW did not meet in September. Their
next meeting will be determined at a later date.

Ione Cleverley, Secretary

OUR CALENDAR ~ OCTOBER 2020

World
3:30 pm RUSH YF

COMMUNION

14
YOUTH
SUNDAY
6:00 pm Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

TURN
YOUR

BACK 1 HOUR
AT BEDTIME!

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.
Thank you! [jolene@bradyworks.com]

Oct 3 —

Oct 9 —

Oct 13 —

Darlene Shaffer
Sandy Hulse Johnson

Debra Halfhill Pekarek

Inge Van Peursem

Oct 10 —

Oct 14 —

Oct 4 —

Matt McKee

Janice Gregerson

Oct 6 —
Carol Tiffany

Oct 11 —
Matt Keeling

Jan Borts
Jocelyn Harder

Oct 21 —
Karen Borts Zicco

FARRAR UMC NEWS:
Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC
upcoming events & information, visit
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church ®

IMPORTANT UPDATES

WE ARE OPEN!
The church building is OPEN on Sunday mornings for in-person worship. Safety precautions are in place. Alternative Worship Opportunities Are Still Available:
Pastor Phil will continue to record Sunday sermons that will be posted on our church YouTube channel, website and Facebook page, as well as hold Zoom video
conference worship services. Information is shared weekly on the church website and Facebook page.

Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

