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o you remember when you went through Confirmation classes offered through the church?  It may have 
been recently or years ago, when you finished Confirmation and were “officially” brought on as a member of 

the church.  It was a proud day for your parents and family. Surrounded by God and all the people who loved you…
you “finished the course.”  But unlike graduation, Confirmation is not the end… it is the beginning of a life-long  
relationship in a maturing way with God and with your faith that is lived out each day. 
 
How is that coming for you?  Are you moving on in your spiritual life? Or, as John Wesley 
(the founder of our denomination) said: “Are you moving onto perfection?”  Welsey said 
that if we stopped moving forward in our life-long faith journey, then we were slipping 
back. Slipping away from a God that does everything possible to get your attention, to 
warn you of challenges ahead and who desires the deepest relationship with us.  
 
This January 2021, we are planning to offer a Confirmation program to young persons in  
the Farrar and the Mingo United Methodist Churches. I want to share with you that as the 
Pastor, “I Love Confirmation!’ I enjoy seeing the new confirmand see growth and changes 
to their faith in real ways… practical ways that really impact their life and their faith and 
life decisions. My goal is to make this Confirmation the beginning of a life-long personal 
relationship with the confirmands in their faith journey and God.  
 
Beginning during the week of January 10th, my plan is to offer a Confirmation class for interested 
young people (with the support of their parents and other family members, sponsors, etc.) 
that will lead to them being confirmed in our United Methodist and Christian faith.   
 
They will be meeting each week until their Confirmation on the Sunday following Easter 
(April 11th). Due to meeting online, there will be some special considerations on meeting 
times online and Confirmation materials. The Confirmation materials this year are two books:  
(1) The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith and (2) The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way – 
(Our United Methodist Faith).  In addition, confirmands will each receive A Quick- 
reference Pocket Book as a quick resource. Videos of the class sessions and videos on the  
topics will be available 24/7 online for them to watch as they prepare for the class each 
week. It is good that we have these online resources during this time of social distancing.   
 
But we need to work hard to make it personal. That is where sponsors and a praying, supportive church comes in. 
Each of the 10 confirmands will need a sponsor. A person who will meet with them online each week to touch base 
with where they are and what they are learning. To put another personal “face” of the church to each confirmand. 
Some students are picking their own sponsor and others are open to whoever might pick them. Are you interested to 
be a sponsor? Want to find out how simple it is? They need you…but as you will discover, you need them.  We need 
each other to “incarnate” God to each other and love and support them through the Confirmation class. If you’re  
interested, contact me: Pastor Phil @ 515-418-0807 or phildicks@gmail.com  
 
So, why not Confirmation for everyone?  Seriously, aren’t you in need of a refresher? What are the absolute  
basics of the Christian faith and the Wesleyan Way? I want to offer that (in a separate class from the Confirmands) to 
each of you – online beginning in mid-January. Look for the information coming after the “busyness of Christmas” 
passes. Say YES to it so you can refresh and re-faith yourselves. New Year! New Faith!  The same books (also made for 
adults who have already done confirmation or never took it before) will be available along with the same study videos 
which will be available online 24/7.  
 
We are just beginning.  We have a seat for you.  Prayerfully consider joining us or supporting this program. Why  
not help by purchasing a Confirmation book for one or two of the confirmands as we “Go Be the Church!” 
 
10 Copies – “The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith” (Softcover Books) @ $14.95 each 
1 Copy – “The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith” (PDF Format) @ $14.95 each 
1 Unit – “The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith” (Live Streaming) @ $49.95 per unit 
10 Copies – “The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way” (Softcover Books) @ $14.95 each 
1 Unit – “The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way” (Live Streaming) @ $49.95 per unit 
And if available… 10 copies of the “The Absolute Basics Pocket booklets”  
which they will carry as a daily reminder of the “core” of our studies.

Pastor Phil Dicks

 JOIN US! 
 
Sunday School: 
Children meet Sept. - May: 
9:30 - 10:30 am 
 
Adults meet year-round: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
 
Worship: 
10:45 - 11:45 am 
 
Youth Fellowship: 
2nd Saturday of every month 
 
 
 CONNECT:  
Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
 
Church Office: 
641-363-4229  
(to leave a message) 
 
Email: 
communications@mingoumc.org 
 
Web: 
www.mingoumc.org 
 
Facebook: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
 
Address: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA  50168

Pastor Phil

Confirmation Year ~ Confirmation for Everyone
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MINGO UMC

Pastor’s Note



The Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Dec. 9th at 6:00 pm. Bill & Theresa 
Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Rodney Altes, Carol Kimberley, Julie Warner, Jolene Brady, and Chairman 
Bob & Barbara Leonard were present. Pastor Phil was absent. 

 
Theresa moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in the church newsletter. Motion was seconded by 
Julie and passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits totaled $x,xxx.xx. 
The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of November 30th. All accounts balanced. Theresa  
mentioned that the balance in the farm account does not yet reflect all the repairs. Motion to approve the financial 
report was seconded by Carol. Approval given.   
 
Theresa noted that the GuideOne Insurance premiums will be increasing this next year, as is customary. She also  
received a proxy form regarding the resettlement. She will get the two signatures needed and then return it by mail. 
 
Theresa also mentioned that the church received nice thank you notes from the Salvation Army and Midwest  
Missions for the Ingathering.  
 
Jolene gave an update on the Christmas love gift sent to Florence & Perezi Were. With all the donations collected, 
we were able to send a total of $900. The international wire transfer forms at all banks have now changed and  
they are required to use a new form that is different than the previous one. The bank mistakenly input one of the 
account numbers in an incorrect field, so had to refund the amount and then resend it using the correct numbers. 
So it took several days to get it straightened out, but finally got it situated. Florence sent an email thanking us for 
the $-gift and said they are incredibly appreciative of our blessing. She marveled at the amazing way the Lord always 
uses us at just the right moment because they were in a great need to repay some debts they had incurred while their 
daughter was hospitalized. 
 
Carol K reported that she will receive the final Adopt-a-Family donation tomorrow and then has plans to deliver 
the items to the Howard Street Christian Church in Colfax next week. She thanked everyone for their generous 
contributions and support for this local mission. 
 
There was no UMW meeting this month. 
 
Upcoming Christmas plans were not discussed since Pastor was not present. Zoom meetings have been scheduled 
for each Sunday, as well as on Christmas Eve - Santa Claus is slated to visit on Zoom this coming Sunday.  
Adjustments to the schedule may need to be made, but will need to be discussed with Pastor. Although the  
Christmas poinsettias were not used to decorate the sanctuary this year, the church did purchase and deliver a  
white poinsettia to Emma Weston in memory of John. She was very touched and appreciated it very much. 
 
Jolene also reported that she received notification from EZ Texting stating that beginning March 1, 2021, mobile 
service providers will eliminate the use of shared short codes, such as 313131. It will be replaced with a 10-digit 
textable phone number, exclusive to our account. Our service will not change, but Jolene will send out a message to 
the congregation and Prayer Chain team to inform them that the messages will be coming from a different number. 
 
As determined at a previous meeting, the December monthly Local Mission Giving donation for $100.00 will go to 
Hope Ministries and the donation for January will go to Jeri Heffelfinger for the School of Lay Ministry expenses. 
 
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Janice. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.    

               
Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  
 
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for December
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

    •     The Family of Pastor Perezi Were 
    •     The Family of Harold Long 
    •     The Family of Bill Roberts 
    •     The Family of Brice Udelhoven 
    •     The Family of John Weston 
    •     The Family of Judy Rumbaugh 
    •     Betty Karns 
    •     Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s great  
          granddaughter) 
    •     Luanne Heffelfinger 
    •     John Geddes 
    •     Jim Long (Harold Long’s son) 
    •     Jenny & Addley (Tawnya Vry’s  
          niece & family) 
    •     Miriam McCoy 
    •     Dan Byers 
    •     Jay (Bill Berriman’s brother) 
    •     Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
    •     Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father) 
    •     Frank Ehler (Jolene Brady’s father) 
    •     Erv & Linda Sanny (Farrar/Bondurant 
          Community) 
    •     Marilyn Richards (Janet Beem’s mother) 
    •     Melvin Johnson 
    •     Betty Atwood 
    •     Jeff Heffelfinger 
    •     Andy Leonard 
    •     Linda Sprague 
    •     Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter) 
    •     Sonny Deaton 
    •     Harold Long & daughter-in-law Paula 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
          (Haitian missionaries) 
    •     Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude 
    •     Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •      Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student) 
    •     Peggy Vespestad  
    •     Bill & Theresa Berriman family,  
          daughter Dawn & children  
    •     Carol Tiffany  
    •     Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family) 
    •     Bob Moreland  
    •     Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother)  
    •     People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda, 
          and other persecuted Christians 
    •     Sarah Shonrock Family  
          (friends of the Brady’s)  
    •     Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •     Judy Ingram 
    •     Nathan (son of Jeri Heffelfinger’s 
            friend, Dawn) 
    •     Nolan Kelsey (friend of the Brady’s)

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes December 2020

Thank You
We were made aware of the 
needs of a family this Christmas; 
we stepped up to meet that 
need. A big THANK YOU to all 
who participated in the 2020 
Adopt-a-Family program! 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]
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6:00 pm - 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

COMMUNION

Ways to Connect —   
To find out about Farrar UMC  
upcoming events and  
 information, visit 
FarrarUMC.org or the  
Farrar United Methodist  
Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

OUR CALENDAR  ~ JANUARY 2021

January 10 — 
Mike Brady 
Carrie Hulse Schafer  
January 13 — 
Jeri Ann Heffelfinger  
January 18 — 
Kelsi Young 
Kendra Young 

January 20 — 
Jessica Wimmer 
 
January 22 — 
Steve Matthews 
 
January 23 — 
Jolene Brady 
 

January 24 — 
Jack Gathercole 
 
January 31 — 
Pat Leer

Epiphany

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!  Faith Power Assembly 
Church & MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, 
UGANDA  ~ Keep our sister church and school in your daily 
prayers for safety and provision and also through this  

time of grief with Pastor Perezi’s passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  MANY HARDSHIPS & 
DANGERS AT THIS TIME.



    IMPORTANT UPDATES 
 

  Join us online!            

   All online worship services & meetings use this same recurring Zoom link: 
 
    • ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655 
    • ENTER MEETING #: 272 457 3655     
    • To join by phone, dial:  1-312-626-6799  
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage –  
     past sermons are posted to our video library) 
 
    • Sunday Worship Services: 10:45 am (Zoom) 
    • Tuesday Evening Vespers: 8:00 pm (Zoom) 
    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: not meeting at this time 
    • Mingo United Methodist Women (UMW):  
      not meeting at this time  
    • Email us:   communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications? Text:  EZJEM50015  to 313131

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

In accordance with the state health recommendations & the Bishop’s guidance, the 
Mingo United Methodist Church building is temporarily closed until further notice.

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168


