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onfirmation is one of the highlights of my ministry! It has been a life-changing program for students  
(Confirmands) and for myself as the Pastor.  

 
Throughout February, we will be continuing our Confirmation program until Sunday, April 11th (the Sunday  
following Easter) when we will have the joy of welcoming eight new Confirmands into full church membership.  
The highlight will be the opportunity for some of the Confirmands to share with you their Praxis Credo of  
personal beliefs. It will be a Sunday that you will want to put on your calendar and be present in the service or  
via the ONLINE ZOOM link. 
 
During the same time, our Sunday worship services will be focusing on “Believing: Confirming our faith through  
the Apostles Creed.”  It will be an “Adult Confirmation” for everyone.  A refreshed course on “What I Believe.”   
As Christians, what we believe is critically important. Why? Because as Christians (and disciples), our beliefs are  
so important. In 1 Peter 3:15, we are admonished as believers to “always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
that asks you to give an account of the belief that is within you.” Our beliefs guide us each day and in every decision 
we make. Our life and living, as ambassadors of Christ emanates from “what we believe.” That is why knowing  
what we believe and having that belief based in and on the scripture is so important to us in following Jesus.  
 
One of the struggles in the early church took place from 150 AD to 350 AD. The struggle came about when many 
of the early Christians were straying from the true faith by substituting their personal beliefs for the true biblically-
based faith. It was during this time that the church fathers put together “The Apostles Creed” to set up the first  
complete statement of the true beliefs based on Holy Scripture. It was the “gold standard” for measuring true  
Biblical faith. That is why I am basing the Adult Confirmation on the “Apostles Creed” on Sunday mornings.  
(This is also the Creed that is the basis for our Confirmation program: “The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith.”) 
 
The confirmands attending are: Colton Brady (Mingo UMC) – Parents: Jolene & Mike Brady; Tyson Lillegard – 
(Farrar UMC) – Parents: Amy & Shane Lillegard;  Keira Fick – (Farrar UMC) – Parents: Denise & Brent Fick;  
Landon Sparks – (Farrar UMC) – Parents: Julie & Chad Sparks;  Jocelyn Harder & Cole Harder - (Farrar UMC) – 
Parents: Laura & Eric Harder;  Chesney & Coy Steenhoek - (Farrar UMC) – Parents: Dani & Jay Steenhoek. 
 
Please pray for them, their parents and their sponsors. Sponsors for this class of confirmands include: Bruce Carney, 
Lori Cory, Brent Fick, Tom Hay, Carol Kimberley, Marilyn & Bob Matthews and Marcia & Warren Neilson.  
 
God is at work in the lives of so many in our congregation.  Would you like to be involved beyond prayer?  
Encourage everyone in this program as we prepare the next generation to “Go be the church!” 

Pastor Phil

Our Confirmation Program is Underway!
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RUSH Youth Fellowship   For our December meeting, we recorded a 
skit about “Joy” for the Christmas service. We also had a distanced Christmas 
party. Our care packages were delivered differently this year as needing to 
distance. It sounds like they were appreciated! For our January meeting, we 
celebrated Epiphany with a kings’ cake and discussed the meaning of 
Epiphany. We also discussed our expectations for the new year and found 

scripture passages to help teens cope with school 
during these times. RUSH YF is open to all youth  
7-12 grades. If you have any questions please call 
Dawn and Kent at 641-363-3299.  

Pastor Phil Dicks

 JOIN US! 
 
Sunday School: 
Children meet Sept. - May: 
9:30 - 10:30 am 
 
Adults meet year-round: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
 
Worship: 
10:45 - 11:45 am 
 
Youth Fellowship: 
2nd Saturday of every month 
 
 
 CONNECT:  
Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
 
Church Office: 
641-363-4229  
(to leave a message) 
 
Email: 
communications@mingoumc.org 
 
Web: 
www.mingoumc.org 
 
Facebook: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
 
Address: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA  50168



The Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Jan. 13th at 6:00 pm. Bill & Theresa 
Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Rodney Altes, Carol Kimberley, Julie Warner, Lowell Halfhill, Bob & Marilyn 
Matthews, Jeri Heffelfinger, Kent & Dawn McKee, Bob Pease, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara 

Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.  
 
Pastor Phil opened the meeting with prayer. Carol moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in the 
church newsletter. Motion was seconded by Julie and passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $#,###.##. Debits totaled $#,###.##. 
The balance on the checkbook statement was $#,###.## as of December 31st. All accounts balanced. Motion to  
approve the financial report was seconded by Carol. Approval given.   
 
Bill mentioned that he visited with the service repairmen when they were at the church for the furnace repair. The 
furnace is 27 years old and may need to be replaced in the future. A ballpark estimate to replace both furnaces 
would run between $7,700 to $9,600. The quoted figure does not include AC. The AC units are not as old as the 
furnaces. Nothing will be done at this time, but we should keep in mind that the furnaces may need to be replaced 
in the near future. 
 
Bill also reported that we received 27 responses to the church reopening survey. 18 of the 27 responses indicated 
that they would prefer that the church reopen. Starting this Sunday, Jan. 17, hybrid (in-church and Zoom) services 
will be conducted.  Pastor Phil will not be attending in person. He will join via Zoom on the big screen. Both  
in-person and online worship options will be available moving forward. Safety precautions are in place & will be 
practiced by those attending in-person services. (All online worship services & meetings will continue to use the 
same recurring Zoom link.) Jeri added that she will be trying out some new equipment to help with the music.  
The updated info will be sent out to the congregation via email and social media. 
 
Bill made a motion that the church purchase Office 2019 for the church laptop, which will help Jeri as she creates slides 
and will be compatible with other devices. It is a one-time purchase of $149. Seconded by Lowell. Motion passed. 
 
Jolene shared a nice note that was received from the Poulson family, thanking the church and youth for the gift box 
and help with derecho clean-up.   
 
Jolene noted that all yearly financials for the Sunday school and Youth Fellowship accounts have been prepared  
and sent to Jan Borts & Betty Karns for the annual audit. She also sent all of the annual Uganda & Mission fund 
information to Marilyn Matthews.  
 
Jolene also reported that in the middle of December, the EZ Texting account fell below 100 remaining credits. The 
annual renewal takes place in February. Due to the increase in text messaging needs and the necessity of the service, 
they suggested we add a booster pack of 500 extra credits to extend us to February and then at that time, we can 
upgrade from the annual Starter Plan to the Plus Plan, which is approx. $8 more per month, but will increase our 
total from 400 to 1,000 credits. 
 
Dawn shared that the RUSH YF group might like to send out valentines for a February activity and a way to  
spread encouragement and love to the community. The church no longer uses a postage permit, so she will explore 
different ideas for sending out special cards or notes.  Bill also mentioned that the Mingo Visioning committee will 
be providing 200 - 1,000 trees, so the youth might be able to help plant the trees sometime this spring. 
 
There was no UMW meeting this month. 
 
Pastor Phil shared his report. The new sermon series focuses on the Apostles’ Creed, which correlates well with what 
the new Confirmation students will be learning. The first Confirmation class begins at 7:30 pm after the Board 
meeting and then will be 4:00 - 5:00 pm each Sunday through Easter. There are 7 Farrar students and 1 Mingo  
student. Pastor also mentioned that it is the time of year for statistical reports. They are due by Feb. 11th, but hope 
to have them completed by Feb. 1st.  
 
Jeri mentioned that she has put together approx. 90 personal dignity kits and 10 - 12 boxes ready to go to Uganda, 
but each box will cost approx. $100 to ship. She has sent out fundraising requests and has enough to mail the first 
box. She will be visiting with Marilyn to get all of the correct information recorded so the church can claim it as a 
mission project. Marilyn has additional pieces that she will bring into the church to add to Jeri’s boxes. 
 
The January monthly Local Mission Giving donation for $100.00 was originally to go to Jeri Heffelfinger for the 
School of Lay Ministry expenses, but Jeri needed the funds sooner, so that opened the January spot to go to Bidwell 
Riverside. Jeri noted that her first class begins this Saturday. Theresa reported that the church received a very nice 
thank you note from Jeri as well as Adopt-a-Family.  February’s $100 Local Mission Giving donation will go to  
Colfax-Mingo Post Prom if the school is able to have Prom. Theresa will wait to hear from the school. March’s  
donation will go to Clearview Recovery Center in Prairie Center.  
 
Bob M. moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bill. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.

               
Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  
 
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for January
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

    •     The Family of Pastor Perezi Were 
    •     The Family of Harold Long 
    •     The Family of Bill Roberts 
    •     The Family of Brice Udelhoven 
    •     The Family of John Weston 
    •     The Family of Judy Rumbaugh 
    •     Betty Karns 
    •     Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s great  
          granddaughter) 
    •     Luanne Heffelfinger 
    •     Miriam McCoy 
    •     Dan Byers 
    •     Jay (Bill Berriman’s brother) 
    •     Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
    •     Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father) 
    •     Frank Ehler (Jolene Brady’s father) 
    •     Erv & Linda Sanny (Farrar/Bondurant 
          Community) 
    •     Marilyn Richards (Janet Beem’s mother) 
    •     Betty Atwood 
    •     Jeff Heffelfinger 
    •     Andy Leonard 
    •     Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter) 
    •     Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
          (Haitian missionaries) 
    •     Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude 
    •     Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •      Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student) 
    •     Peggy Vespestad  
    •     Bill & Theresa Berriman family,  
          daughter Dawn & children  
    •     Carol Tiffany  
    •     Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family) 
    •     Bob Moreland  
    •     Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother)  
    •     People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda, 
          and other persecuted Christians 
    •     Sarah Shonrock Family  
          (friends of the Brady’s)  
    •     Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •     Judy Ingram 
    •     Nathan (son of Jeri Heffelfinger’s 
            friend, Dawn) 
    •     Nolan Kelsey (friend of the Brady’s) 
    •      Sasha Maslov Family (friend of Norm McCoy) 
    •      Christians & missionaries in India & Nepal
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]
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6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

COMMUNION

Ways to Connect —   
To find out about Farrar UMC  
upcoming events and  
 information, visit 
FarrarUMC.org or the  
Farrar United Methodist  
Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

OUR CALENDAR  ~ FEBRUARY 2021

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!  Faith Power Assembly 
Church & MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, 
UGANDA  ~ Keep our sister church and school in your daily 
prayers for safety and provision and also through this  

time of grief with Pastor Perezi’s passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  MANY HARDSHIPS & 
DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

February 1 — 
Dave & Carol Kimberley  
   ~ Anniversary  
February 5 — 
Lily Webster  
February 6 — 
Rodney Altes 
 
 

February 10 — 
Gene Beals 
 
February 12 — 
Diana Halfhill 
 
February 17 — 
Barbara Leonard   
February 20 — 
Jerrica Beem 

February 22 — 
Erin Van Peursem  
 
February 28 — 
Joe Jackson 
Joyce Maggard 
Laura Harder
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Happy 

Valentine’s Day!

3:30 pm - 
RUSH YF Meeting

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

4:00 - 5:00 pm - 
Confirmation (Zoom)

4:00 - 5:00 pm - 
Confirmation (Zoom)

4:00 - 5:00 pm - 
Confirmation (Zoom)

4:00 - 5:00 pm - 
Confirmation (Zoom)
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    All online worship services & meetings  
   use this same recurring Zoom link: 
 
    • ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655 
    • ENTER MEETING #: 272 457 3655     
    • To join by phone, dial:  1-312-626-6799  
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage –  
     past sermons are posted to our video library) 
 
    • Sunday Worship Services: 10:45 am (In-person & Zoom) 
    • Tuesday Evening Vespers: 8:00 pm (Zoom) 
    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: 2nd Saturday of the month 
    • Mingo United Methodist Women (UMW):  
      not meeting at this time  
    • Email us:   communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications? Text:  EZJEM50015  to 313131

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

The Mingo United Methodist 
Church building is OPEN!  
In-person and online worship  
options are available. Safety  
precautions are in place &  
will be practiced by those  
attending in-person services. 
(All online worship services & 
meetings will continue to use 
the same recurring Zoom link.) 
 
Hybrid (in-church and Zoom)  
services are now being conducted. 
Pastor Phil will not be attending in 
person. He will join via Zoom on 
the big screen.

  Join us in person, or online!  

    IMPORTANT UPDATES 


