
 

I
 

 am so looking forward to Easter this year. And we need Easter now more than ever. We need its message  
of hope found in Christ’s triumph over the grave. Easter, Christ’s resurrection, was God’s way of saying, 

“darkness, disappointment and death do not get to have the final word!” I think of the words of the Gaither 
gospel hymn, “Because He lives, I can face tomorrow!” 
 
Easter in 2021 will be almost back to normal… but it will be a new normal. It will be an Easter of Unending 
Joy for us – because we are Easter People!  Last Easter was one where in the midst of pandemic, we found 
courage and hope from our faith in Christ in a time of discouragement, fear and uncertainty. This Easter, we 
not only believe in the Resurrection… we are “COUNTING ON IT!” 
 
This Easter season, it may be time to take the “whole journey” and to experience the “whole story” of what 
makes Easter the Greatest Celebration of All!  
 
This year, we will be offering BOTH LIVE and ONLINE SERVICES which will welcome ALL PERSONS – 
old and new, familiar faces and fresh faces a place and way to celebrate the Season of Easter and Holy Week. 
Pastor will be in the Palm Sunday and Easter Services… all together - both “in-person” and “online.” (In-person 
Services will continue offering “procedures” to lovingly care for one another and our neighbor as we mask for 
safety). If you’re not comfortable returning to in-person worship quite yet, we understand. You can join any 
service during Easter and Holy Week by using our regular Zoom Access Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655 
 
So, let’s run down the Services for this Season of Easter and the Holy Week leading up to it! 
 
PALM SUNDAY (March 28th) – It begins with the Waving of Palms and shouts of Hosanna… the  
tradition continues. We will be sharing our Calling and the reflection of Jesus in our Daily Encounters as  
Disciples of Jesus. Palms will be furnished and available before Sunday for those joining online. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY (April 1st  – 7:00 PM ONLINE ONLY for both Mingo UMC and 
Farrar UMC) – Our service will be one of “virtually” returning to the Upper Room with Jesus around the 
Communion Table. Listening to the testimony of each of the 12 disciples as they share their brief story about 
following Jesus and asking if they would be the betrayer of Jesus in these final hours. “Is it I?” Communion will let 
us ask that question and renew our commitment to follow Jesus through it all. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY (April 2nd  – 7:00 PM ONLINE ONLY for both Mingo UMC and Farrar 
UMC) -  A service of darkness and ends in Hope! The “tenebrae” service of extinguishing candles one by one, 
the sounds of hammers and nails brings the crucifixion into reality. This service shares the darkness of the  
crucifixion hours… but will end in Hope. It is Friday but Easter is coming! 
 
EASTER SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP – (April 4th -  BOTH “IN-PERSON” AND  
“ONLINE”) – Easter in all its Splendor and Hope! Music, Lilies, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today!” Sharing 
the Story! Chimes and Bells! Hear the Bells Ringing… Really ringing! A Faith-filled Memory Maker! Christ is 
Alive and as He has Risen so shall We! 
 
Who can You Share Easter With? 
 
It’s all about THE GOOD NEWS! GREAT EVENTS for the entire family! So SHARE IT! Spread the WORD as 
much as the disciples shared it that first Easter! Invite your friends and family so they don’t miss this Easter 
Story but experience it to the fullest! Share the ZOOM LINKS and join us ONLINE! Share it on Social 
Media: Facebook, emails of invitation, phone calls – wherever you go! We are ALIVE thanks to Jesus! 
 
GO BE THE CHURCH! GO SHARE THE CHURCH! 
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 JOIN US! 
 
Sunday School: 
Children meet Sept. - May: 
9:30 - 10:30 am 
 
Adults meet year-round: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
 
Worship: 
10:45 - 11:45 am 
 
Youth Fellowship: 
2nd Saturday of every month 
 
 
 CONNECT:  
Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
 
Church Office: 
641-363-4229  
(to leave a message) 
 
Email: 
communications@mingoumc.org 
 
Web: 
www.mingoumc.org 
 
Facebook: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
 
Address: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA  50168
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T
he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Mar. 10th at 6:00 pm. Bill & Theresa 
Berriman, Rodney Altes, Carol Kimberley, Julie Warner, Lowell Halfhill, Kevin & Jan Borts, Jeri  
Heffelfinger, Kent & Dawn McKee, Bob Pease, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and 

Pastor Phil were present.  
 
Pastor Phil opened the meeting with prayer. Carol moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in 
the church newsletter. Motion was seconded by Bill and passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $#,###.##. Debits totaled 
$#,###.##. The balance on the checkbook statement was $#,###.## as of Feb. 28th. All accounts balanced. 
Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Jan. Approval given.  
 
In follow-up discussion regarding the church AC units, Bill reported that he spoke with Bryan DeJong and 
they do not need a down payment. They have put us down for a September installation and will get units  
ordered in August. Bill had not heard any updates from Larry Beard yet, regarding the window well covers. 
 
At the last Board meeting, discussion was held about holding future Board meetings via Zoom. Bill made the 
motion to continue all Board meetings via Zoom. Seconded by Kent. Motion passed. 
 
Theresa mentioned that the church received a very nice thank you note from the Colfax-Mingo Post Prom 
Committee for our local mission donation for February. 
 
Bill noted that he continues daily walk-throughs of the church and has discovered that the church sign light is 
burned out, and will be repaired soon. It was also discussed that when people do return to in-person church 
services, we will continue our mitigation measures to ensure others feel safe and more at ease. 
 
After some discussion, Bill motioned that we plan on having the Block Party on Aug 7th, 2021. Seconded by 
Jeri. Motion passed. We will likely use the Middle School as the main location, which will offer more space and 
parking. Schedules and dates of other area events will be checked. Our original entertainer, Jay Casmirri, has  
recently relocated to Colorado so will no longer be available. Bill has contacted other area entertainers and has 
found Denise Forney, from West Des Moines, who offers a very similar type of entertainment and fits within 
our budget.  More details will be forthcoming. 
 
Jolene noted that she will send out text and email reminders about Daylight Savings Time which will be this 
coming Sunday. Palm Sunday is on Sun., Mar. 28th. Palms will be ordered and available that day. Easter 
lilies will also need to be ordered soon, as Easter is on Sun., Apr. 4th this year. Bob P will check with Lori to 
see if the price is still $10 a piece per lily. Jolene will send out an email to the congregation for those interested in  
ordering and the traditional memorial list will be created. Maundy Thursday (Apr. 1) and Good Friday (Apr. 2) 
services will be held online only at 7:00 pm.  We will have our traditional 24-hour Easter prayer vigil which 
takes place the Saturday before Easter, in half-hour increments. Instead of emailing this year, Jolene will create 
an online sign-up form similar to the form we sent out for Adopt-A-Family. 
 
There was no UMW meeting this month. 
 
Dawn shared that the date for Youth Sunday has not yet been set, as we are waiting on several different  
schedule changes and activities with the schools. Jeri noted that Caleb will be graduating on May 30th, which 
is Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Pastor Phil shared his report. Worship hymns and video favorites will be the focus of the next two Sundays. 
Sunday, Mar. 14th and 21st will focus on “What Would Jesus Do (WWJD)” encounters as some confirmands 
and adults will be asked to share their personal experiences. Sunday, Mar. 28th is Palm Sunday and Pastor is 
planning on being in-house for worship that day. Easter will be Sunday, Apr. 4th. Confirmation Sunday will 
follow on April 11th, when we will welcome the new confirmands into the life of the congregation. Colton 
Brady is the only confirmand from Mingo this year. Carol K. and Marilyn M. will plan gifts. We extend our 
thanks to Bob Matthews for handcrafting large wooden crosses for each of the confirmands and Warren 
Nielsen, for creating grasping crosses for the confirmands, sponsors and families. 
 
The “2nd Great Awakening” was discussed, and the idea of having a “Chautauqua” which historically was a 
large gathering of Sunday school teachers and church congregants to learn and share ideas. Many towns across 
the nation have held these “tent meetings” in the past. Bill shared that he recalls attending a Chautaqua in his 
hometown when he was a young boy, which also featured an entertaining baseball game. We would like to hold 
our own Chautauqua on Sunday, July 11th, which will feature our church service outdoors under the big tent 
(and will still be available on Zoom as well). This will give us a presence within the community. The morning 
could be full of music and fun, and end with a potluck. More information will be shared as details come together. 
 
The March monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 was given to “A Heart 4 Andrés.” Last year, our 
April donation was designated to the Food Pantry in response to the increased demands of families during the onset 
of the pandemic. May had been designated for VBS, but has been saved since VBS was cancelled. Bob P mentioned 
that the Food Pantry is doing well right now. Jolene noted that the VBS donations will be saved until it can be used 
for the next VBS program. Jeri noted that her laity schooling is going well and that she has enough funds to mail  
4 more boxes to Uganda and she has an additional box that she is preparing. Jeri made the the motion that April’s 
$100.00 donation be given to the Trenton Brady Trust for their annual Memorial Scholarship. And that May’s  
donation be used to mail another box of supplies to Uganda. Motion seconded by Kent. Motion passed. 
 
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Rodney. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.  

               
Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  
 
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for April
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

    •     The Family of Pastor Perezi Were 
    •     The Family of John Weston 
    •     Andrés (Colfax child needing heart  
          transplant) 
    •     Deb & Tim (Carol Kimberley’s sister  
          & brother-in-law) 
    •     Vicki (Carol Kimberley’s cousin) 
    •     Betty Karns 
    •     Mike & Annie Urias (Newton Christian  
          School secretary & husband) 
    •     Luanne Heffelfinger 
    •     Miriam McCoy 
    •     Dan Byers 
    •     Jay (Bill Berriman’s brother) 
    •     Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
    •     Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father) 
    •     Frank Ehler (Jolene Brady’s father) 
    •     Brooks (Pastor Phil’s grandson) 
    •     Marilyn Richards (Janet Beem’s mother) 
    •     Betty Atwood 
    •     Jeff Heffelfinger 
    •     Andy Leonard 
    •     Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter) 
    •     Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
          (Haitian missionaries) 
    •     Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude 
    •     Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •      Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student) 
    •     Peggy Vespestad  
    •     Bill & Theresa Berriman family,  
          daughter Dawn & children  
    •     Carol Tiffany  
    •     Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family) 
    •     Bob Moreland  
    •     Steve Sesker (Peggy Vespestad’s brother)  
    •     People of Bolivia, Haiti, Uganda, 
          and other persecuted Christians 
    •     Sarah Shonrock Family  
          (friends of the Brady’s)  
    •     Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •     Tim Hudson & wife 
    •     Mike & Mary Murphy 
    •     Deborah (Janice Gregerson’s daughter) 
    •     Nolan Kelsey (friend of the Brady’s) 
    •      Sasha Maslov Family (friend of Norm McCoy) 
    •      Christians & missionaries in India & Nepal
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MISSION KITS FOR 2021 
The Mingo UMC will collect items for the UMCOR Hygiene Kits to be collected at the Ingathering later this year. Please note what 
will be accepted for each item in these kits.  These kits will go to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illinois for distribution. 
 

• Apr ~ 1 Bath Hand Towel – No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
 
• May ~ 1 Bath Washcloth – No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
 
• June ~ One comb with at least 6” of teeth – No rattail or pocket combs 
 
• July ~ 1 Adult Toothbrush – No multipacks 
 
• Aug ~ 1 Bar Soap – 3 oz bar or larger – No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 
 
• Sept  ~  1 toenail or fingernail clipper – No emery boards or metal nail files 
 
• Oct ~  10 adhesive band aids (3/4 by 3 inches) 

 
Midwest Mission is a Cooperating Depot in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Disaster Relief Network.   
Midwest Mission receives, stores and makes all UMCOR Kits and disburses them upon the request of UMCOR, once a Domestic 
Relief Form has been approved. 
 
Midwest Mission distributes its kits, UMCOR Kits, resources and supplies after receiving a request from fellow partners, community 
members, missionaries, non-profits, and UMCOR.  Supplies are given free of charge regardless of gender race or religion. 
 
If you would like more information on MMDC, you may go to their website at midwestmission.org  





BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]
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6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

Ways to Connect —  To find out about Farrar UMC  
upcoming events and information, visit FarrarUMC.org 
or the Farrar United Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

OUR CALENDAR  ~ APRIL 2021

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
Faith Power Assembly Church & MISSION  
HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA ~ 
Keep our sister church and school in your  
daily prayers for safety and provision and  
also through this time of grief with Pastor 
Perezi’s passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  
MANY HARDSHIPS & DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

Good Friday
24-Hr. 
Prayer  
Vigil

7:00 pm ~  
Online Zoom only

April 3 — 
Diane Matthews Riesburg 
Jaycie Webster   
April 5 —  
Bailey Pease  
April 6 —  
Melany Vry 
 
April 8 —  
Brian Rumbaugh 
 

April 10 — 
Sarah Burns 
Jerry & Luanne  
Heffelfinger  
(Anniversary) 
 
April 12 — 
William Gregerson 
 
April 14 — 
Marshall Jackson 
 

3

4 Easter 
Sunday

COMMUNION

April 18 — 
Craig Warner 
 
April 28 — 
Kevin Altes 
 
April 30 — 
Colton Harder

11
   Confirmation 

Sunday

7:00 pm ~  
Online Zoom only



 
 
 

    
    All online worship services & meetings  
   use this same recurring Zoom link: 
 
    • ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655 
    • ENTER MEETING #: 272 457 3655     
    • To join by phone, dial:  1-312-626-6799  
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage –  
     past sermons are posted to our video library) 
 
    • Sunday Worship Services: 10:45 am (In-person & Zoom) 
    • Tuesday Evening Vespers: 8:00 pm (Zoom) 
    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: 2nd Saturday of the month 
    • Mingo United Methodist Women (UMW):  
      not meeting at this time  
    • Email us:   communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications? Text:  EZJEM50015  to 313131

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

The Mingo United Methodist 

Church building is OPEN!  

In-person and online worship  

options are available. Safety  

precautions are in place &  

will be practiced by those  

attending in-person services. 

(All online worship services & 

meetings will continue to use 

the same recurring Zoom link.)

  Join us in person, or online!  

    IMPORTANT UPDATES 


