
 

T
 
his is an exciting time for our congregation to be moving forward with GODLY HOPE! We rejoice that our 
God is a God of hope, “filling us with all joy and peace in believing… by the power of the Holy Spirit”  

(Romans 15:13), as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
 
Isaiah 43:19 – “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” 
 
For the past several months, a group of people have been prioritizing the time to meet together to look at our 
church. We have also learned from other churches that have closed in order to understand what we can do differently 
NOW and re-connect “what we do” with “what God challenges us to do.”  What we discovered in all of this is that 
in order to be a “Scrappy Church” it will mean some “Godly Changes.” 
 
Now, some think that “change” is bad.  It can be. But, we are talking about “Godly Changes!” Jesus and God came 
to introduce “Godly Change” as a POSITIVE. The Good News is that we are now moving from talking about it to 
putting “God Events and Godly Changes” into place to signal that we see God doing a “New Thing!” 
 
What does the Bible say about Godly Change and how can it inspire us in times of change? There always seems to be 
a guarantee in life that change will happen. Godly Change is something we tend to fear and become anxious about 
because we do not feel in control of life. The good news is that God has a plan for your life that includes hope, future, 
and prosperity. We need to learn to trust in God and allow the Godly Changes to grow us to be more like Jesus Christ. 
 
We are promised that all things will work together for good for those who love Him and keep His commandments! 
God is walking this life journey with you – His presence is always with you, guiding you. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:6 – “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your 
God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
 
Joshua 1:9 – “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 
So, what are some of the “Godly Changes?” Earlier this week, I announced some new “Godly Changes” to our  
worship, Did you read it? Are you praying for the Pastor and the changes he is implementing? What “Godly 
Changes” are you making? They include: 
     
    •  WORSHIP LENGTH: Worship service to 45 minutes  
    •  SERMON LENGTH 
    •  BIBLICAL CONTENT 
    •  READING OF SCRIPTURE:  Are you volunteering? 
    •  MID-WEEK TOGETHER ON ZOOM:  starting up again beginning on Wednesday, October 6th at 10 AM  
        to again meet on the Pastor’s Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81818489865 -  
        Please Invite others to join! Open to all!  Farrar and Mingo & Beyond…All! 
 
So, what Godly Change are you willing to embrace?  
 
This is an exciting time for our congregation to be moving forward with hope!  
 
We rejoice that our God is a God of hope, “filling us with all joy and peace in believing… by the power of the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 15:13), as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,  
the new is here!”  
                         Go Be the Church!  
 
“Hope entails a GODLY CHANGE in our behavior.”

Pastor Phil

What Are Your “Godly” Hopes For Our Church?

Pastor’s Note
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 JOIN US! 
 
Sunday School: 
Children meet Sept. - May: 
9:30 - 10:30 am 
 
Adults meet year-round: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
 
Worship: 
10:45 - 11:45 am 
 
Youth Fellowship: 
2nd Saturday of every month 
 
 
 CONNECT:  
Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
 
Church Office: 
641-363-4229  
(to leave a message) 
 
Email: 
communications@mingoumc.org 
 
Web: 
www.mingoumc.org 
 
Facebook: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
 
Address: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA  50168
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T
 
he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Sept. 8th at 6:00 pm. Rodney 
Altes, Bill & Theresa Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Jeri Heffelfinger, Carol Kimberley, Jolene 

Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.  
 
Pastor Phil opened the meeting with prayer. Carol moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as 
printed in the church newsletter. Seconded by Bill. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits totaled 
$x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $xx,xxx.xx as of August 31st. Pastor’s mileage  
report was up a bit this month due to funerals. All accounts balanced. Motion to approve the financial 
report was seconded by Jeri. Approval given.  
 
Theresa mentioned that the new property tax assessments have arrived. The parsonage taxes went up by 
about $102 and the farm increased by $288. The church apportionments are lower this year and have 
decreased by approx. $113 per month.  
 
The church received thank you notes from Habitat of Humanity and the Newton Christian School. 
 
This coming Sunday will be the Bible presentation to 4th graders for Ben & Kaden. They will be  
presented somewhere near the beginning of the service, or before the scripture reading. 
 
Jolene shared that EZ Texting will be phasing out their short codes, so they have assigned the church a 
new 10-digit textable phone number, which is 641-212-5900. Everyone should still receive all of the 
texts &  
messages like before, just from this new phone number instead of the previous 313131 short code. If 
anyone has any questions, or doesn’t seem to be receiving the text messages from the new number, please 
contact Jolene. 
 
Bill noted that the Block Party has been set for the last Saturday in July, which will be the weekend  
before the tax-free weekend. The same entertainer has been booked for the event. Jeri said the clowns have 
been contacted and they have the dates open right now. Jeri also shared that the grant was submitted the 
first of September. 
 
Bill reported that the AC/Furnace system has been installed and paid for. It was also noted that a meeting 
with the sound system people will take place on Thursday (tomorrow) at 9:00 am so improvements  
can be made to the system. New features, including streaming capabilities, will be available. The farm 
account has covered the funding for the sound system. 
 
A “Summary of the Methodist Denomination’s 2022 Split” was shared with Board members. Norman 
McCoy and others from the Farrar congregation have had the opportunity to attend recent meetings 
held in Moravia and Grimes. We are thankful they have shared these most recent notes with us so we are 
aware of what’s been discussed thus far and what will be discussed in the near future.  This split is slated 
to take place in September of next year after the official vote is taken at the General Conference. The 
protocol sets up two distinct branches of the Methodist denomination.  Pastor visited with the District 
Superintendent and they are planning to give “Informative Sessions” beginning in mid-October. It is 
important that we have a full understanding of all that is contained in the “Protocol of Reconciliation 
and Grace Through Separation.” Pastor encouraged us to continue to pray for our church, as well as 
other churches worldwide, as we examine these upcoming changes together. More information will be 
shared as soon as it becomes available. 
 
Pastor said his sermon series will continue on our call to community and how we can bring glory  
to God. 
 
As previously discussed, the September monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 will be sent 
to Women at the Well. Theresa made the motion for October’s donation to go to the Salvation Army,  
November’s donation to the Food Pantry, and December’s donation will go to Hope Ministries.  
Seconded by Carol. Motion carried.  
 
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Rodney & Janice simultaneously. All prayed  
“The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.  
 
        Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).   
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for October
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

    •     The Family of Marilyn Heydon 
    •     The Family of Bruce Fick  
    •     The Family of Marvin Meggison  
          (Bill Berriman’s brother-in-law) 
    •     The Family of Norman Leonard  
          (Bob Leonard’s brother) 
    •     The Family of Jay Berriman  
          (Bill Berriman’s brother) 
    •     The Family of Debbie (friend of Bob  
          & Marilyn Matthews’ daughter Diane) 
    •     The Family of Pastor Perezi Were 
    •     Cole Harder 
    •     Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother) 
    •      Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s great granddaughter) 
    •     Taylor Dooley (friend of Bob Moreland) 
    •     Carolyn Link 
    •     Marilyn (Janet Beem’s mother) 
    •     Darell & Robin Reglin  
    •     Karl Jess (Warren Nielsen’s brother-in-law)  
    •     Judy Ingram  
    •     Bill McGinnis 
    •     Andrés (Colfax child needing heart  
          transplant) 
    •     Sandy (Bill Berrimans’ sister-in-law) 
    •     Dennis Gilbert 
    •     Miriam McCoy 
    •     Dan Byers 
    •     Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
    •     Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father) 
    •     Frank Ehler (Jolene Brady’s father) 
    •     Sarah Shonrock (Jolene Brady’s friend) 
    •     Betty Atwood 
    •     Jeff Heffelfinger 
    •     Andy Leonard 
    •     Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter) 
    •     Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
          (Haitian missionaries) 
    •     Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude 
    •     Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •     Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student) 
    •     Hu & Peggy Vespestad  
    •     Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family) 
    •     Bob Moreland  
    •     People of the Middle East, Bolivia, Haiti, 
          Uganda, and other persecuted Christians 
    •     Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •     Mike & Mary Murphy 
    •      Sasha Maslov Family (friend of Norm McCoy) 
    •      Christians & missionaries in India & Nepal

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes September 2021



My dear ones,  
It was with great pleasure to receive the love gifts from you and the saints from Iowa! You not only 
send us the gifts but also your very hearts to us in Africa! Thank you very much for loving  and taking 
care of us! 

 
The girls and ladies are super excited especially during this season of the 
lockdown where the reusable sanitary pads came as an answer during 
this time of scarcity of funds especially in these urban areas. 
 
We are ao grateful for your love and care. I pray that you pass my 
appreciation to all those beloved saints who sent me the love  
messages.  What a blessing and an encouragement they are to me 
and the church at large!  
 
I love and appreciate you all, pass my special love and greetings  
to everyone. 

F lorence Were 
     Iganga, Uganda 

A NOTE FROM FLORENCE

BIBLE PRESENTATION & NEW ACOLYTES
Benjamin & Kaden Brady were awarded Bibles & cases during our traditional Bible Presentation Sunday for 4th graders on Sunday, September 12th.  They 
were also recognized as becoming our newest trained acolytes. We appreciate their help with lighting and extinguishing the altar candles during the worship 
services. Congratulations, Ben & Kaden!

August 30, 2021

SUNDAY, OCT. 3, 2021



School Supply Giveaway 
Thanks to generous donations from all of you, our school supply giveaway at the Block Party was a great success! Now is the perfect time to be 
on the look-out for school items that are going on sale! With your help, we can replenish our supplies throughout this year and offer another 
giveaway next year. Help us stock up on these items so we can bless many other children & families. The most desired items are listed with an 
asterisk (*), meaning we are either completely out, or almost completely out of them! (The items highlighted in red are very hot commodities 
and seem to go fast!) Donations may be brought to church any time throughout the year and left in a back pew. (Make sure you let Theresa or 
Jolene know you’ve dropped them off, or leave a note on them indicating they are for the school supply giveaway.) THANK YOU!!

The Mingo UMC will collect items  
for the UMCOR Hygiene Kits to be  
collected at the Ingathering later  
this year. Please note what will be  
accepted for each item in these kits. 
These kits will go to the Midwest  
Mission Distribution Center in Illinois 
for distribution. 
 
• Sept  ~  1 toenail or fingernail  
clipper – No emery boards or metal 
nail files 
 
• Oct ~  10 adhesive band aids  
(3/4 by 3 inches) 

 
Midwest Mission is a Cooperating  
Depot in the United Methodist  
Committee on Relief (UMCOR)  
Disaster Relief Network.  Midwest 
Mission receives, stores and makes 
all UMCOR Kits and disburses  
them upon the request of UMCOR, 
once a Domestic Relief Form has 
been approved. 
 
Midwest Mission distributes its kits, 
UMCOR Kits, resources and supplies 
after receiving a request from fellow 
partners, community members,  
missionaries, non-profits, & UMCOR. 
Supplies are given free of charge  
regardless of gender race or religion. 
 
If you would like more information  
on MMDC, you may go to their  
website at midwestmission.org 

MISSION KITS 
FOR 2021 –

Loose leaf paper (wide-lined) * 
Loose leaf paper (college-ruled) 
Thumb / flash drives * 
Backpacks * 
3-ring notebooks 
Composition books * 
Graph notebooks / paper * 
Colored pencils * 
 

Crayons (any sized pkgs) * 
Markers (any sized pkgs) * 
Calculators - Elementary 
Calculators - Graphing (HS) * 
Index cards * 
Pencil bags * 
Pencil boxes * 
Glue sticks * 
Glue bottles * 

Rulers  
Scissors * 
Erasers 
Pocket folders 
Spiral notebooks 
Mechanical pencils * 
Pens (black/blue + colored) * 
Pencils 
Water bottles * 

Dry erase markers * 
Dry erase erasers 
Sharpies * 
Highlighters * 
Pencil sharpeners * 
Kleenex * 
Wipes * 
Baggies (Gallon, Quart + Sandwich) *



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

OUR CALENDAR  ~ OCTOBER 2021
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! Faith Power Assembly Church & MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, 
UGANDA ~ Keep our sister church and school in your daily prayers for safety and provision and also through this time of 
grief with Pastor Perezi’s passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  MANY HARDSHIPS & DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

COMMUNION

Oct 3 — 
Darlene Shaffer 
Sandy Hulse Johnson 
 
Oct 4 —  
Janice Gregerson 
 
Oct 6 —  
Carol Tiffany 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oct 13 — 
Inge Van Peursem 
 
Oct 14 — 
Jan Borts 
Jocelyn Harder 
 
Oct 21 — 
Karen Borts Zicco 

World

Oct 9 — 
Debra Halfhill Pekarek 
 
Oct 10 — 
Matt McKee 
 
Oct 11 — 
Matt Keeling

     
        

Ways to Connect —   
To find out about Farrar UMC  
upcoming events & information, visit 
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United 
Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

13

Trunk or Treat 
Church parking lot 

3:00 - 5:00 pm

30



 
 
 

    
       
 
 
    SUNDAY SERVICES & BOARD MEETINGS  
    Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85195854464  
    Meeting ID: 851 9585 4464 
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage –  
     past sermons are posted to our video library) 
 
    • Sunday AM Worship Service: 10:45 am (In-person & Zoom) 
    • Tuesday Evening Vespers: TBA 
    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: not meeting at this time 
      
    • Email us:  communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications?  
      Text:  JOIN to 641-212-5900

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

The Mingo United Methodist 

Church building is OPEN!  

In-person and online worship  

options are available. Safety  

precautions are in place &  

will be practiced by those  

attending in-person services.  

Masks are optional & no  

longer required.

Join us in person or online!  

    IMPORTANT UPDATES 

VESPERS & COFFEE / MINI-WORSHIP  
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655  
Meeting ID: 272 457 3655 

Please note that we have updated Zoom links for worship services & meetings:


