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Pastor’s Note
Thanksgiving into Christmas:
Share the Love – Share the Invitation!
COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 2021

T

his past week, I loved when I stumbled upon a story of a grandma who invited someone for Thanksgiving that
turned out to be a complete stranger…. Here is the story:

Pastor Phil Dicks

JOIN US!
Sunday School:
Children meet Sept. - May:
(Not meeting at this time)
Adults meet year-round:
(Not meeting at this time)
Worship:
9:45 - 10:30 am
Youth Fellowship:
(Not meeting at this time)

CONNECT:

“What started as a text to a wrong number has led
to years of friendship and shared Thanksgiving meals
for Jamal Hinton and Wanda Dench, a holiday
tradition born from a happy mistake that’s gone viral
every year since.
In 2016, Dench sent a text to a number she
believed belonged to her grandson to invite him to
Thanksgiving dinner at her home in Mesa, Arizona.
Turns out, she accidentally texted Hinton, a complete
stranger at the time.
Hinton asked who the number was and when Dench
sent a photo of herself to him, he replied, “You’re not
my grandma. Can I still get a plate though?”
“Of course. That’s what grandmas do... feed everyone,” Dench replied.
Since that text mix up, Hinton has received an invitation to celebrate the holiday with Dench’s family every year.”
This year, in all kinds of communities just like ours, people are looking for an invitation. An invitation to
“Come Home for Christmas.” Did you know that Christmas (along with Easter) is one of the best times to invite
people to “come back” to a family tradition that that they grew up with or have not been practicing for years?

Pastor Dicks:
515-418-0807

We have some wonderful things to invite people to during the pre-Christmas season. The greatest, is to invite them
to come together in celebrating CHRISTMAS EVE! The old-fashioned Christmas Eve with traditional candlelight,
carol singing, Christmas story reading, brief “gathering” that will bring back memories and bring them back… to
their faith that Jesus really is the Reason for the Season. All they need is an invitation!

Church Office:
641-363-4229
(to leave a message)

Our Christmas Eve Service will be on Friday, December 24th at 6 PM for (30 minutes) at the Mingo UM Church.
This year, our service will be a bit shorter, but will contain the fullness of everything listed above as a part of a
“traditional Christmas Eve” Service.

Email:
communications@mingoumc.org

SO, LET’S INVITE PEOPLE!
EVERYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY! ANYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY!

Web:
www.mingoumc.org
Facebook:
Mingo United Methodist Church
Address:
Mingo United Methodist Church
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168
Iowa Conference
United Methodist Church
• iaumc.org •

ANYONE AND EVERYONE WE KNOW – if they have a place to go or not….to bring the family gathering
to our church for only 30 minutes which will bring meaning and faith back into Christmas. I’ll be sharing more
about that in the coming weeks.
So, I have an idea! To make an “invitational banner”… a big one to put outside of the church beginning the first
week of December inviting people to join us on Christmas Eve (or church on Dec 26th) ! I have talked to a local
banner-making company and they can make one for us to put up that will attract all kinds of attention to get our
communities talking and inviting.
Who knows who will attend beyond the “traditional crowd”? But I feel led to invite you to invite others and be a
part. Want to make a “free-will” contribution towards the banner? Let me know. We can invest in an invitation
that can make Christmas real for our “neighbors.” If you are led to make a contribution, please contact me at
phildicks@gmail.com or 515-418-0807 or on a Sunday AM. We want to get it done
and get it up and the invite word spreading as we Go Be the Church!

Pastor Phil

Prayer Chain Ministry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests
may be initiated by contacting
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).
Mingo Contact:
Jolene Brady
jolene@bradyworks.com
515-508-9009
Farrar Contact:
Warren Nielsen
nielsenwl72@gmail.com
515-707-4967

Prayer Concerns for December

•

Please keep these friends
in your thoughts & prayers.
The Family of Marilyn Heydon
The Family of Bruce Fick
The Family of Marvin Meggison
(Bill Berriman’s brother-in-law)
The Family of Norman Leonard
(Bob Leonard’s brother)
The Family of Jay Berriman
(Bill Berriman’s brother)
The Family of Dave Johnson
The Family of Pastor Perezi Were
The Family of Don Hopp
(Luanne Heffelfinger’s brother)
Mike & Mary Murphy
Missy Carney (Karen Carney’s granddaughter)
Tim Dee
Andy Maynard (friend of the Brady’s)
Dohn & Tammy Winters family
(and grandmother, Verna Keys)
Marilyn (Tammy Winters’ mother)
Karl & Lois (Warren Nielsen’s sister
& brother-in-law)
Cathy Kimberley

•

Ken Steenhoek (Jay & Dani Steenhoek’s father)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cole Harder
Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother)
Fred Ehler (Jolene Brady’s uncle)
Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s great granddaughter)
Dennis & Donna Gilbert
Chuck Derby (Connie Dicks’ brother)
Carolyn Link
Marilyn (Janet Beem’s mother)
Darell & Robin Reglin
Karl Jess (Warren Nielsen’s brother-in-law)
Judy Ingram
Bill McGinnis
Andrés Colfax child needing heart transplant)
Sandy (Bill Berrimans’ sister-in-law)
Dennis Gilbert
Norman & Miriam McCoy
Dan Byers
Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)
Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father)
Frank Ehler (Jolene Brady’s father)
Sarah Shonrock (Jolene Brady’s friend)
Josh Meyer (Ethan Brady’s friend)
Betty Atwood
Jeff Heffelfinger
Andy Leonard
Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter)
Sonny Deaton
Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family
(Haitian missionaries)
Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude
Chris & Jenny Heydon Family
Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student)
Hu & Peggy Vespestad
Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family)
Bob Moreland
Persecuted Christians worldwide
Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)
Mike & Mary Murphy
Sasha Maslov Family (friend of Norm McCoy)
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November 2021

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes

T

he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Nov. 10th at 6:00 pm. Rodney Altes,
Bill & Theresa Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Carol Kimberley, Julie Warner, Kent McKee, Jolene Brady,
Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.
Janice opened the meeting and moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as printed in the church newsletter.
Seconded by Theresa. Motion passed.
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $####.##. Debits totaled $####.##.
The balance on the checkbook statement was $#####.## as of October 31st. All accounts balanced. Motion to approve
the financial report was seconded by Rodney. Approval given.
Theresa reported that a new printer has been purchased. The printer, 2-yr warranty + ink cartridge cost $540.32 total.
Bill made the motion to hire Reyna Heer (pronounced Ray-na Hair) as Jeri Heffelfinger’s replacement. Reyna will
handle the Powerpoint, camera, and soundboard. Motion seconded by Rodney. Motion carried.
It was noted that the ceiling in the adult Sunday school room has been repaired.
Trunk or Treat was very successful. There were approximately 15 decorated vehicles participating, plus the fire truck
and many children and families attended.
Jolene shared that once we have received our Adopt-a-Family information, an online sign-up form will be created and
sent out like last year. Family applications are due by November 15th.
The church newsletter deadline will be Sat., Nov. 20th.
The first Sunday of Advent is Nov. 28th, so the Hanging of the Greens will be at 9:00 am on Sat., Nov. 27th. On that
same day, we will hold the church Nativity Lighting at 5:00 pm, followed by a chili supper in Fellowship Hall. The city is not
having their annual tree lighting & soup supper this year. More info about the chili supper will be coming soon.
Lori Pease checked with Goode Greenhouse and the Christmas poinsettias have increased in price to $10.21. Theresa
suggested we keep the price at $10 per poinsettia and the church will absorb those extra cents. Our Mingo congregation
lost Pat Leer & Norman Leonard (who was a past member), and will be honored with white poinsettias in their
memory, as well as our family members and friends who have passed away in 2021. We will have a sign-up sheet for
Advent candle lighters & readers as soon as Pastor has the information together.
Christmas day is on a Saturday this year, so the traditional Christmas Eve service will be held in person at Mingo
UMC at 6:00 pm on Friday, Dec. 24th. The earlier time will allow Pastor to have an additional Christmas Eve service
in Colfax at 7:00 pm. We will plan on a short service, approx 30-35 mins in length. We will not have church on
Christmas Day, but will have it on Sunday, Dec. 26th.
Norman McCoy (Parsonage Committee) is comparing quotes on duct cleaning for the parsonage. Theresa made the
motion that when Norman (Farrar) finds an acceptable bid, that we (Mingo) also accept their choice. Seconded by
Janice. Motion carried.
Pastor gave his report - he will continue with the sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer. We will also continue with
the book study on the “Miracles of Jesus,” which is both in-person at the church and also online. There have been
between 18-24 attendants, with folks from each of the Mingo, Farrar & Colfax congregations.
The annual Charge Conference was on Sunday, Oct. 24th at the Newton First UMC. Copies of the Charge
Conference packets are available at church. We are part of Circuit #8, which includes the Methodist churches in
Monroe, Colfax, Mingo, Farrar, Prairie City, Pleasant Hill, Newton (St. Luke’s), Montezuma, Newton (First),
Mitchellville (Santiago), Grinnell, Malcom (Sheridan), and Brooklyn (Grace). The Nominations committee will be
meeting this month as well.
Pastor is planning on having an Advent Bible Study on “The Incarnation,” but may be held online due to weather.
More information will be coming soon.
Theresa reminded us that the 5-year contract for the church copier has been paid off. The cost to ship it back was
going to run between $500 - $1,000. Theresa called our printer representative and we were offered the opportunity to
purchase the machine for $350. Bill & Theresa contacted board members and the decision was made to purchase it
and continue to use it for as long as we can.
Bill shared that the problem with the church sanctuary sound system cutting in and out is due to the system using the same
frequency as other electrical devices, such as phones. The Berriman’s are purchasing and donating a hand set for the
Pastor to use. The hand held mics run approx $589 each. Bill made the motion that the church purchase two
additional hand helds to match the Pastor’s. Seconded by Julie. Motion passed. The equipment will not be available
until January and we may pay for them out of the church’s general fund if possible, rather than the farm account. It
was also noted that the YouTube Live video appears to be much better quality than the Zoom videos (and easier to
use), and the views have increased since the switch to YouTube Live.
As previously discussed, the November monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 will be sent to the Food
Pantry, and December’s donation will go to Hope Ministries.
Janice moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bill. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.

EXTRA BOARD I T E M - BRI E F ME E T I NG AFT E R WORS HI P - Nov. 2 1 , 2 02 1
Nine extra children were added to the local Adopt-a-Family program over the weekend. Our church was asked if we
would accept an additional family with two children. Board members agreed that we could add the children to our
current online list and if items are not covered through individual donations,
that the church will help cover the cost for the remaining items needed.
, Recording Secretary

Jolene Brady

October 30, 2021

Mark Your Calendars:
Saturday, Nov. 27, 2021
Nativity Lighting ~ 5:00 pm
Chili Supper ~ Following the lighting in the church Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome!
YOU’RE INVITED!
To a Meal and a Movie
Tuesday, December 7, 2021
Mingo UMC Fellowship Hall
12-Noon
~ 2021 ~

Lasagna provided.
Bring sides or dessert
if you wish.
All are welcome!

Once again, we have the opportunity to show love
and concern for our neighbors through our giving to the
Adopt-A-Family program.
This year, we have three Adopt-A-Families —
Family #11 has 3 children, all boys, ages 8, 4, and
22 months
Family #13 has one boy, age 6, and one girl, age 4
Family #16 has two boys, ages 6 and 4

2021

We will have the pleasure of making Christmas
meaningful for these seven children!

Christmas Poinsettias
POINSETTIAS PROVIDED BY:

IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF:

Rodney & Janet Altes
Bill & Theresa Berriman
Mike & Jolene Brady Family
Ione Cleverley
Lowell & Diana Halfhill
Jerry & Luanne Heffelfinger
Bob & Barbara Leonard
Bob & Marilyn Matthews
Carroll Rumbaugh

Our Parents
Jay & Marvin, Paul & Marian
Trenton Brady
John Cleverley
Our Parents & Leonard Halfhill
Our Parents, Siblings, & Granddaughter Lindsey
Our Parents
Our Parents & Grandparents
Judy Rumbaugh

WHITE POINSETTIAS ARE TRADITIONALLY IN HONOR OF
OUR CHURCH MEMBERS WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY THIS YEAR .
IN 2021, WE LOVINGLY REMEMBER PAT LEER & NORMAN LEONARD,
AS WELL AS OUR MANY FAMILY MEMBERS & FRIENDS .

Poinsettias may be taken home after the Christmas Eve service. Thank you for supporting
this project to make our church beautifully decorated for this special time of year.

If you would like to participate and purchase a gift, please
use the online form to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45a8ad28aafdc61
-adoptafamily1
Please bring your unwrapped gift(s) to the Mingo UMC on or
before Saturday, December 11. Each gift must have a tag
completed and attached to it. (You may print the tags attached
to the original email. If you are unable to print, please record
your information on a sticky note with each of your gifts
and a tag will be filled out for you. Extra tags are also located at
the church by the Adopt-A-Family bulletin board.)
We will also accept cash donations for food certificates for
Family #11 (five family members) and Family #13 (three
family members).
Questions? Please call or text Jolene Brady at 515-508-9009.

Thank you!

OUR CALENDAR ~ DECEMBER 2021
NOV 28

NOV 29

NOV 30

10:00 am (Zoom) Coffee Time

1st
Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm - Book Study
(in-person & Zoom)

8

COMMUNION
2nd
Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm - Book Study
(in-person & Zoom)

12-NOON
Lasagna Meal
& Movie
(Fellowship Hall)

10:00 am (Zoom) Coffee Time

ADOPT-A-FAMILY

GIFTS DUE

6:00 pm - (Zoom)
Board Meeting
10:00 am (Zoom) Coffee Time

3rd
Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm - Book Study
(in-person & Zoom)

24

10:00 am (Zoom) Coffee Time

4th
Sunday of Advent

NEWSLETTER
FOOD PANTRY DEADLINE

25

6:00 pm -

6:00 pm - Book Study
(in-person & Zoom)

Christmas Eve Service

Merry
Christmas!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! Faith Power Assembly Church &

6:00 pm - Book Study
(in-person & Zoom)

MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA ~ Keep our sister church
and school in your daily prayers for safety and provision and also through
this time of grief with Pastor Perezi’s
passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE MANY
HARDSHIPS & DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

New Year’s Eve

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:

Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.
Thank you! [jolene@bradyworks.com]

Dec 4 —

Dec 11 —

Dec 26 —

Pastor Gary
Armstrong

Carol Rumbaugh

Austin Brady

Dec 30 —

Dec 5 —

Dec 14 —
Mike Van Peursem

Debbie Jackson

Dec 7 —
Pastor Daniel
Jenks

Dec 20 —
Lincoln Brady

Dec 23 —
Janet Clement

Karin Foster
Todd Weston

Dec 31 —
Paige Gathercole
Tabetha Gathercole

FARRAR UMC NEWS:
Ways to Connect —
To find out about Farrar UMC
upcoming events & information, visit
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United
Methodist Church Facebook page.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Join us in person or online!

The people of The United Methodist Church ®

Please note that we have
UPDATED LINKS

SUNDAY SERVICES
YouTube LIVE: https://youtu.be/72wd0gErSGo
SUNDAY PM BOOK STUDY
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81818489865
Meeting ID: 818 1848 9865

BOARD MEETINGS
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85195854464
Meeting ID: 851 9585 4464

• Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!)
• Website: www.mingoumc.org
• YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q
(Or click “Videos” on our website homepage – past sermons are posted
to our video library)

• Sunday AM Worship Service: 9:45 am (In-person & YouTube LIVE)

The Mingo United Methodist
Church building is OPEN!
In-person and online worship
options are available. Safety
precautions are in place &
will be practiced by those
attending in-person services.

• Sunday PM Book Study: 6:00 pm (In-person & Zoom)

Masks are optional & no

• Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom)

longer required.

• Church School: not meeting at this time
• RUSH Youth Fellowship: not meeting at this time
• Email us: communications@mingoumc.org
• Want to stay current on alerts & notifications?
Text: JOIN to 641-212-5900

Mingo United Methodist Church
Pastor Phil Dicks
202 W. Main St.
PO Box 9
Mingo, IA 50168

WEDNESDAY COFFEE / MINI-WORSHIP
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655
Meeting ID: 272 457 3655

