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od has already gone before us and is waiting with a plan of blessing as we ramp up our efforts to “Go Be the 
Church.” I have been seeking God’s direction in 2022 for our church. It is all about prayer!  Considering 

where we have come from, our present uncertainties for today and into tomorrow, God has a clear plan for us to 
focus-in on our ministry remaining strong on continuing to BE BLESSED so we can BE A BLESSING. 
 
This past fall, two pastors, Dave and  Jon Ferguson, launched a new effort that I feel God is inviting us to join in 
2022.  It is called: “B.L.E.S.S. – 5 Everyday Ways to Love Your Neighbor and Change the World” (especially  
our community)!  
 
Are you open and ready to be a B.L.E.S.S.ing every day? 
 
When you and I have been transformed by God’s love, you can’t help but want 
others to experience the same grace and freedom. But, how do you share it  
without scaring them away or offending them? For most Christians, “evangelism” 
is an intimidating word that suggests handing out tracts to strangers or doing 
some awkward thing.  But, what if there was a more organic, more authentic way 
to share in life with others – living out a faith that reflects in all we do as a part of 
our daily living with our friends, neighbors and co-workers? 
 
Dave and Jon have authored a new book about this “B.L.E.S.S.”ing. It is 
founded in 5 simple, straight-forward practices that will allow any believer to do 
just that. And by consistently living them out, we can affect not just individual 
lives but affect our entire network of friends and family, our “neighborhood” and 
community – one person at a time.  
 
In January, we will begin by moving into a time of learning  – learning to make 
our life better so we can impact in a positive way – making the lives of others 
better – doing just what Jesus invites us and calls us to do as a Christian. The 
B.L.E.S.S. practices were created as a simple tool to help you bring the love of 
God to you and through you to others. You and I will discover that a life of praying, listening, sharing a meal,  
serving and telling stories is the richest life possible. The everyday rhythm of these 5 practices will not only change 
others and change you and me, but also begin to change people around us and our community!  
 
So, I invite you to order your books: 
 
“B.L.E.S.S. – 5 Everyday Ways to Love Your Neighbor and Change the World” by Dave and Jon Ferguson  
(Salem Books – ISBNL 978-1-68451-008-7) 
 
AMAZON: https://www.amazon.com/BLESS-Everyday-Neighbor-Change-World/dp/1684510880/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28CIE5D9NDZR8&keywords=B.L.E.S.S.+–
+5+Everyday+Ways+to+Love+Your+Neighbor+and+Change+the+World+By+Dave+and+Jon+Ferguson&qid=1640100780&sprefix=b.l.e.s.s.+5+everyday+ways+to+love+your+neighbor+and+c
hange+the+world+by+dave+and+jon+ferguson+%2Caps%2C370&sr=8-1 
 
CHRISTIANBOOK DISTRIBUTORS: https://www.christianbook.com/bless-everyday-your-neighbor-change-world/dave-
ferguson/9781684510887/pd/510886?product_redirect=1&search_term=BLESS%205%20ways%20&Ntt=510886&item_code=WW&ps_exit=PRODUCT%7Clegacy&Ntk=keywords&event=ESRCP 
 
I also invite you to order the Question Based Bible Study Guide: “BLESS – 5 Everyday Ways to Love Your 
Neighbor and Change the World – Good Questions Have Groups Talking” by Josh Hunt (ISBN: 979-8-70860-
498-9) This will be our Small Group Bible lesson that we will also begin later in January.   
 
It is available from AMAZON: https://www.amazon.com/Question-Based-Bible-Study-Guide-
Questions/dp/B08WJPL7HG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=HLSQJDWOGK64&keywords=Josh+Hunt&qid=1640101239&sprefix=josh+hunt%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1 
 
Begin to PRAY about our church, each member and the pastor, our neighborhood and our community.  
Jesus said for us in the “Great Commandments” to “Love God and love our neighbor (neighbor meaning  
anyone with a need – not just those who live next door to us). I am excited to have you join together with God  
leading as we begin 2022 to Go Be the Church!

Pastor Phil

Welcome to 2022!

Pastor’s Note

Iowa Conference  
United Methodist Church    

•  iaumc.org  •

Pastor Phil Dicks

 JOIN US! 
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Worship: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
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(Not meeting at this time) 
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Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
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641-363-4229  
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T
he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Dec. 8th at 6:00 pm. Rodney Altes, Bill & 
Theresa Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Carol Kimberley, Julie Warner, Kent McKee, Bob Pease, Marilyn 
Matthews, Jeri Heffelfinger, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.  

 
Pastor Phil opened the meeting with prayer. Clarification was noted in last month’s secretarial report as printed in the news-
letter. The ceiling in the adult Sunday school room has not yet been repaired. The roof has been repaired, and the ceiling will 
be repaired soon. Theresa moved to accept last month's secretarial report, as corrected. Seconded by Carol. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits totaled $x,xxx.xx. 
The balance on the checkbook statement was $xx,xxx.xx as of November 30th. All accounts balanced. Motion to  
approve the financial report was seconded by Bob. Approval given.  
 
The church has received thank you notes from the Salvation Army and the local Food Pantry. Bill noted that the new  
furnaces are using less natural gas than before, but the utility bill was higher due to the increased price of gas. To save on 
winter heating costs, the church thermostat will be lowered to 60 degrees instead of 68 degrees when empty. The furnace 
will be set higher approx. 2 hours before services or activities begin, in order to warm up before people enter the building. 
 
No updates have yet been heard from Norman McCoy regarding the church parsonage duct cleaning. 
The Nominations Committee has not yet met. 
 
The next Movie and Meal is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 19th at 12-noon in the church Fellowship Hall, showing 
“Grumpier Old Men.” Everyone is invited to bring soup or dessert to share.  
 
The church newsletter deadline will be Mon., Dec. 20th.  
 
After much waiting, Jolene finally received an email and update on Florence and our Uganda sister church and school. 
Florence has been trying all this time since Perezi’s passing to add her name on the church bank account where the 
generator funds were deposited. She has had to jump through a lot of hoops and write a letter to the administration so 
she could be authorized to act on Perezi's behalf on that account. She has been in contact with the Yamaha generator 
shop. They are no longer importing Yamaha products because of the expense and the generators that they had ordered 
have not made it to Africa. But the shop assured her that as soon as she is able to access the generator funds, they  
will try to import a different one. In the meantime, the bank has established a personal account for Florence. We  
traditionally bless our Uganda sister church and school with a special Christmas $-donation each year, that congregation 
members can contribute towards. Carol made the motion that we gather contributions through December and then 
add $500 of the Benevolent Fund to the total amount, to send to Florence as this year's love gift. Seconded by 
Theresa. Motion carried. Jolene will check on the international wire transfer fee and will send out an email to the  
congregation and post on social media. Jolene also added that Dec. 12th is the anniversary of Perezi’s passing, so we 
need to keep Florence in our special prayers at this time of year. 
 
Kent reported that the “Socktober" mission yielded 187 pairs of socks that were delivered to Bidwell and they were 
very appreciative of the generous donation. 
 
Theresa and Carol shared that the Mingo Men’s Club donated $300 to use as part of the Adopt-A-Family Christmas 
project. The leftover funds will be saved to use for next year’s project. Carol will send a thank you note to print in the 
newsletter. 
 
Carol also thanked everyone for their help with making the Adopt-A-Family project such a huge success this year.  
Donations from our church topped in at around $1,400.00, which is a testament to our faithful generosity. The act  
of “paying it forward” has also continued onward throughout the community and those we help, with the church  
receiving donations from others. 
 
Marilyn shared a thank you note from the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. She will give it to Jolene to print in 
the upcoming newsletter. 
 
Pastor gave his report - he will have a Bible study entitled “The Birthday Surprises at Jesus’ Birth” at 6:00 pm online 
on Sun., Dec. 12th.  He will also need 10 readers for the Christmas Eve service, which will be held in person at the 
Mingo UMC at 6:00 pm on Friday, Dec. 24th. He will pass out a sign-up sheet on Sunday and get the reading  
assignments to volunteers. A Christmas Eve banner has been ordered and will be delivered on Fri. or Sat., which  
will invite everyone from the community to attend the 6:00 pm service.   
 
During the morning worship service on Sunday, Dec. 26th, we will plan to focus on Christmas carols. Pastor’s sermon 
series for the new year will focus on “B.L.E.S.S.,” which is a book by Josh Hunt and discusses 5 everyday ways to love 
your neighbor. A Bible study will go along with this focus and will take us up to Easter. More information will be 
coming soon.   
 
Jeri reminded us that a short meeting will be held this Sunday, Dec. 12th, immediately after the church service  
(approx. 11 - 11:30 am) to discuss the Matthew 25 Grant proposal and timeline of events. We may have enough 
funds to not only cover the “Season of Love” mission, but also more events like a meal and movie for community 
families, VBS, and clowns for the Block Party. 
 
Bill requested that members of the congregation stay after the morning worship service on Sun., Dec. 19th to help 
prepare the Christmas Eve goodie bags and candles. Marilyn noted that the peanuts are to be delivered this week. Bob 
& Barbara have the bags. 
 
As previously discussed, the December monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 will be sent to Hope 
Ministries. Bob P. mentioned that the local Goodman Youth Group could be blessed by an upcoming donation.  Bill 
made the motion to give our $100.00 January donation to the Goodman Youth Group. Seconded by Carol K. Motion 
passed. February’s donation will be sent to Colfax-Mingo Post Prom, and March’s donation will go to Bidwell Riverside. 
 
Janice G. moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Marilyn.  
All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing. 
 
        

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).   
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for January
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

    •     The Family of Marilyn Heydon 
    •     The Family of Bruce Fick  
    •     The Family of Marvin Meggison  
          (Bill Berriman’s brother-in-law) 
    •     The Family of Norman Leonard  
          (Bob Leonard’s brother) 
    •     The Family of Jay Berriman  
          (Bill Berriman’s brother) 
    •     The Family of Dave Johnson  
    •     The Family of Pastor Perezi Were 
    •     The Family of Don Hopp  
           (Luanne Heffelfinger’s brother) 
    •     Mike & Mary Murphy 
    •     Michelle (Tawnya Vry’s sister-in-law)  
    •     Cindy Derby (Connie Dicks’ sister-in-law)  
    •     Missy Carney (Karen Carney’s granddaughter) 
    •     Tim Dee 
    •     Andy Maynard (friend of the Brady’s) 
    •     Peggy Vespestad 
    •     Karl & Lois (Warren Nielsen’s sister  
          & brother-in-law) 
    •     Cathy Kimberley 
     •      Ken Steenhoek (Jay & Dani Steenhoek’s father) 
    •     Cole Harder 
    •     Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother) 
    •     Fred Ehler (Jolene Brady’s uncle) 
    •      Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s great granddaughter) 
    •     Dennis & Donna Gilbert 
    •     Chuck Derby (Connie Dicks’ brother) 
    •     Carolyn Link 
    •     Marilyn (Janet Beem’s mother) 
    •     Darell & Robin Reglin  
    •     Karl Jess (Warren Nielsen’s brother-in-law)  
    •     Judy Ingram  
    •     Bill McGinnis 
    •     Andrés Colfax child needing heart transplant) 
    •     Sandy (Bill Berrimans’ sister-in-law) 
    •     Dennis Gilbert 
    •     Terry Holdridge 
    •     Dan Byers 
    •     Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
    •     Jim Brady (Mike Brady’s father) 
    •     Frank Ehler (Jolene Brady’s father) 
    •     Sarah Shonrock (Jolene Brady’s friend) 
    •     Josh Meyer (Ethan Brady’s friend) 
    •     Betty Atwood 
    •     Jeff Heffelfinger 
    •     Andy Leonard 
    •     Tara (Sonny Deaton’s daughter) 
    •     Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
          (Haitian missionaries) 
    •     Mike & Ashley (McKee) Rude 
    •     Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •     Cash Dickerson (CM elementary student) 
    •     Hu & Peggy Vespestad  
    •     Kory & Trisha Hobbs (Mingo family) 
    •     Bob Moreland  
    •     Persecuted Christians worldwide 
    •     Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •      Sasha Maslov Family (friend of Norm McCoy)

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes December 2021

Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary



Mingo Men’s Club Blessing 
Our Church has received a very generous 
contribution from the members of the 
Mingo Men’s Club to use for families in need 
in our community, including the Adopt-A-
Family Christmas Mission. It is an honor to 
be entrusted with their faith and funds to 
provide for those who are facing a difficult 
time providing for their loved ones during 
and after the holidays. It  
is with deep appreciation 
that we accept their  
monetary gift. As you  
interact with Men’s Club 
members, please tell  
them Thank You!

Sharing Love This  
Holiday Season ~  
Special Christmas  
Opportunity 2021 
We will be sending the gift in January, 
so there’s still time to participate! 

 
Our Mingo UMC traditionally blesses our Uganda sister church and 
school with a special Christmas donation each year. Florence  
and our Uganda friends face incredible daily hardships simply  
because they are Christians. They struggle with dwindling food 
supplies, lack of modern health care, and tremendously violent  
attacks which have been increasing this year, yet they remain 
faithful to Christ and His Great Commission. December 12th was 
the 1st anniversary of Pastor Perezi’s death. 
 

Will you consider adding them to your 
Christmas list? Our “love” gift donation will 
help inspire and encourage our friends. We 
will be taking monetary donations at church 
throughout December.  (Keep your eye out 
for envelopes with “Uganda" written on 
them — if writing a check, please make it 
out to: "Mingo UM Church School" with 

"Uganda" in the memo.) Direct funds may also be donated 
through Venmo — send to @Jolene-Brady (put “Uganda” in the 
subject line). Every little bit makes a big impact and together,  
we can continue to share the love of Christ with Florence and our 
Uganda brothers & sisters.  
 
Please keep Florence, her family, church families, and school  
children in our daily prayers. And 
THANK YOU for making a real  
difference in the lives of so many 
others this holiday season! 
 
~ Mingo UMC Missions

Thank You! 
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.“  

       ~ Philippians 1: 3-5 
 
Dear Mingo U.M. Church, 
Your loving support means the world to Midwest Mission 
and to the countless people who will be touched by your 
generosity. You are a shining light for Christ and a beacon 
of hope!  
 

In His service, 
 
         Midwest  Mission Team 

       SENDING HOPE AND EMPOWERMENT 
       AROUND THE WORLD AND AROUND THE CORNER

YOU’RE INVITED 
to the January  
Meal and Movie  

Wednesday,  
January 19th, 2022 

Mingo UMC  
Fellowship Hall 

12-Noon 
  

Bring soup or dessert to 
share. All are welcome!

Mark Your Calendars  
for a Spring Concert!

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022 at 7 PM 
MercyMe Concert • Wells Fargo Arena 

Event sponsored by Life 107.1 
Tickets: hyveetix.evenue.net/cgi-bin/ncommerce3/SEGetEventList 

 
MercyMe is coming to the Wells Fargo Arena on April 30, 2022, 

with Rend Collective and special guest Andrew Ripp!



THANK YOU! 
Socktober Donations Were Warm Blessings ~  
We collected 189 pairs of socks (a $400 retail value!) for our  
October and November youth “Soctober’ mission. The socks have 
been delivered to Bidwell Riverside where they were blown away 
by our generosity. Thank you for supporting this worthwhile  
mission and helping those less fortunate. The donations were  
appreciated immensely! 

Children’s Time Moments ~ We had fun learning about the Year of Jubilee and blowing the ram’s horn, as 
well as reading and examining the Advent calendars together!

Mingo UMC awarded $5,000 Matthew 25 Grant! 
This past summer, Jeri Heffelfinger submitted a “Season of 
Love” community mission plan to the Iowa United Methodist 
Church Matthew 25 Grant Committee for their consideration. 
We were just informed that we were awarded the full $5,000 
grant!  We will begin to put our mission plan together in  
January, so stay tuned for more details! Our first meeting will 
be Sunday, January 2, 2022, right after the church service.

THANK 
YOU!  
Families # 11,  
13 and 16  
were blessed  
December 14 
with all the  
contributions you made to the 2021 
Adopt-A-Family Christmas Mission  
Program. Five children, ages 8 and 
under, will receive needed Christmas 
gifts this year, thanks to you!  You have 
surely followed Christ’s example with 
your unselfish giving. Special thanks to 
Tam Deaton and Mike and Jolene Brady 
for their much-needed organization 
and support of this Church outreach.  
THANK YOU, EVERYONE!



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]
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6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

OUR CALENDAR  ~ JANUARY 2022

COMMUNION

     
        

Ways to Connect —   
To find out about Farrar UMC  
upcoming events & information, visit 
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar United 
Methodist Church Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! Faith Power Assembly Church & 
MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA ~ Keep our sister church 
and school in your daily prayers for  safety and provis ion and also through 
this  t ime of  grief  with Pastor Perezi ’s   
passing.  THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  MANY  
HARDSHIPS & DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

6:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

6:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

6:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

6:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

12-NOON 
Meal & Movie  
(Fellowship Hall)

January 10 — 
Mike Brady 
Carrie Hulse Schafer  
January 13 — 
Jeri Ann Heffelfinger  
January 18 — 
Kelsi Young 
Kendra Young 

January 20 — 
Jessica Wimmer 
 
January 22 — 
Steve Matthews 
 
January 23 — 
Jolene Brady 
 

January 24 — 
Jack Gathercole

Epiphany
Season of Love Mission 
Meeting - Immediately 
following service

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time



 
 
 

    
       
 
 
     
 
 
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage – past sermons are posted  
     to our video library) 
 

    • Sunday AM Worship Service: 9:45 am (In-person & YouTube LIVE) 

    • Sunday PM Book Study: 6:00 pm (Zoom) 

    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: not meeting at this time  
    • Email us:  communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications?  
      Text:  JOIN to 641-212-5900

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

The Mingo United Methodist 

Church building is OPEN!  

In-person and online worship  

options are available. Safety  

precautions are in place &  

will be practiced by those  

attending in-person services.  

Masks are optional & no  

longer required.

Join us in person or online!  

WEDNESDAY COFFEE / MINI-WORSHIP  
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655  
Meeting ID: 272 457 3655 

Please note that we have  
UPDATED LINKS

SUNDAY PM BOOK STUDY 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81818489865  
Meeting ID: 818 1848 9865 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
YouTube LIVE: https://youtu.be/72wd0gErSGo

    BOARD MEETINGS  
    Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85195854464  
    Meeting ID: 851 9585 4464


