
 

I
 
need a resurrection in my life… and you may also! With all that’s going on, I need Jesus to come 
alive in me and to take control! I know lots of people who are looking for the same thing in their 

lives and in their world. So, that is what I am praying for in the weeks leading up to Easter. 
 
Did you know that “Easter” is the # 1 time when people who are not attending church, (those who 
may have fallen away or are even nominally religious), are MOST OPEN to coming back into the 
church? That is why we have been working on the MISSION FOCUS of:  
 
                   BLESSINGS: 5 Ways to Love Your Neighbor and Change the World 
 
            •     Begin with prayer to discover your personal mission. Using these biblical  
                   practices can really change the world… and that is what we are all about! 
            •     Listen to others. 
            •     Eat with others and build the relationship. 
            •     Serve others. 
            •      Tell your story. 
 
OUR APRIL GOAL: Is to begin to reach out to persons we have been praying for (or others) as 
we begin to “plant seeds of blessings” so that they would be open to join us on Easter Sunday –  
April 17th (or any Sunday). 

 
STEP 1: Pray for them before each of the next two steps. God answers prayer and God is 
with us and with our neighbors!  
 
STEP 2: Begin with sharing ONE ACT OF LOVE & BLESSING with a person on your 
prayer list.  For example: PRAY for them and let them know you are praying for them. 
Write them a short note or text with a simple message from a song like, “God’s Got This  

and You,” God’s going to lift you up,” or “God has a New Beginning for you and me” or “You are Loved.” 
Send 3 notes or one each day… people need a daily reminder for it to soak in. 
 

STEP 3:  SHARE 3 PERSONAL INVITATIONS TO MAKE PLANS TO BE WITH 
YOU ON EASTER SUNDAY – April 17th – 9:45  AM  @ MINGO UMC – Tell them 
that you will be waiting for them outside of the church and they can sit with you! Be an  

example of gracious hospitality in reaching out and being there in person and in a personal way. 
Continue your invitation several times each week until Easter – to plant the idea and reality of  
coming to worship in their lives. Send an “EATING GIFT” TO THEM WITH A NOTE! Love on 
them! More ideas about EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP will be coming.  
 
God gets us ready for Easter by working through us to bring about a “resurrection” in our neighbors 
and others. Show love and grace and mercy like Jesus would do! Put God to the “proof” that He is 
able to change their life and bring about real Easter New Life for them and you.  

 
                        Go Be the Church!  
 

 
P.S. Share what you are doing and share the results – big or small!   
Send it to me – phildicks@gmail.com or text me: 515-418-0807. I’m praying for you!  
 
 

Pastor Phil

Easter is Coming — April 17th!

Pastor’s Note

Iowa Conference  
United Methodist Church    

•  iaumc.org  •

Pastor Phil Dicks

 JOIN US! 
 
Sunday School: 
Children meet Sept. - May: 
(Not meeting at this time) 
 
Adults meet year-round: 
(Not meeting at this time) 
 
Worship: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
 
Youth Fellowship: 
(Not meeting at this time) 
 
 
 CONNECT:  
Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
 
Church Office: 
641-363-4229  
(to leave a message) 
 
Email: 
communications@mingoumc.org 
 
Web: 
www.mingoumc.org 
 
Facebook: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
 
Address: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA  50168

APRIL 2022

       Messenger
MINGO UMC

       Messenger
MINGO UMC



T
 
he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Mar. 9th at 6:00 pm.  
Bill & Theresa Berriman, Janice Gregerson, Julie Warner, Kent & Dawn McKee, Bob & Marilyn 

Matthews, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.  
 
Chairman Bob opened the meeting with prayer. Janice moved to accept last month's secretarial report 
as printed in the newsletter. Seconded by Marilyn. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits  
totaled $x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of February 28th. All  
accounts balanced. Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Marilyn. Approval given.  
 
Bill noted that Theresa and Kent are on the Mingo Community Center board and they will ask about 
using the shelter for the summertime vegetable/produce giveaway. The Mingo Men’s Club will be  
contacted as well. The giveaway will be Saturday mornings from 9:00 am - 12-noon and likely begin  
in late May or early June. More information will be shared once it becomes available.  
 
The church newsletter deadline will be Sun., Mar. 20th.  
 
Jolene reported that Mingo UMC has two HS graduates this year - Austin Brady and Melany Vry.  
She visited with Tawnya to coordinate schedules. The Senior Recognition with church family will be 
Sunday, May 1st at 9:45 am during the regular morning worship service. Farrar UMC's HS graduate  
is Cody Hay and they will plan to have their own recognition.  
 
We will not be hosting a VBS this year due to lack of interest. We will focus on the Block Party  
and remaining Grant funds can go towards that event. Jolene shared that a large event is planned for  
all Jasper County residents for Sat., July 30th (the same day as the Mingo Block Party). It’s called 
“Thunderstruck Over Iowa Speedway” that includes a fireworks display, concert, and family friendly 
activities with a tag line stating: “Music & the Most Amazing Fireworks Extravaganza on Planet Earth!”  
The question was raised if the Block Party should be moved back to the traditional tax-free weekend  
in August to avoid the conflict. It was decided that the Block Party date will remain on July 30th. 
 
Pastor gave his report - the church was contacted by a Colfax couple looking to be married in either 
the Colfax UMC or Mingo UMC on May 21st. Pastor has connected with them. Women at the Well 
will have a special guest speaker for us on Sunday, Mar. 27th. Theresa will prepare a $-donation to be 
given to them, similar to what we would pay for a substitute minister for the day. April 10th is Palm 
Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week. A Maundy Thursday service will be held in-person at 6:00 
pm on Thursday, April 14th at the Mingo UMC. The Good Friday service will be at 6:00 pm on  
Friday, April 15th at the Mingo UMC as well. This will allow for online capabilities. All are welcome 
to attend. The Colfax UMC services will be after Mingo.  Easter Sunday will be on April 17th. 
 
The February monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 was originally to go to Colfax-
Mingo Post Prom, but we did not hear from them. Theresa made the motion to give the February 
Local Mission Giving donation to the Winterset UMC for tornado relief. Seconded by Marilyn.  
Motion carried.  After further discussion, Theresa made the motion to increase the February Local 
Mission Giving donation from $100 to $500 to send to the Winterset UMC. Seconded by Julie.  
Motion carried. As previously discussed, March’s donation will go to Bidwell Riverside. April’s  
donation will go to the Trenton Brady Memorial Scholarship and the June donation is scheduled  
to go to Jasper County Habitat for Humanity. Marilyn will check in with Trisha Hobbs to determine  
if our May donation would be beneficial for their family at this time. 
 
Janice moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bob M. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer”  
together in closing.  

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).   
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for April
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

   •    The Family of Jeff Heffelfinger 
   •    The Family of Loren Smith  
         (Cindy Lorius’ father)  
   •    The Family of Margie McKinney  
         (Michelle Fetters’ mother)  
   •    Carolyn Link  
   •    The Family of  Ed Krekow  
         (Bob Matthews’ brother-in-law)  
   •    The Family of Bill McGinnis 
   •    The Family of Marilyn Heydon 
   •    The Family of Bruce Fick  
   •    Tawnya Vry 
   •   Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
   •    Mary Ragan 
   •    Mike & Mary Murphy 
   •    Vicky Moekly & daughter, Gina 
   •    Leanne Slaymaker  
         (Dawn McKee’s friend)  
   •    Steve (Theresa Berrimans’ brother) 
   •    Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother) 
   •    Michelle (Tawnya Vry’s sister-in-law)  
   •    Cindy Derby  
         (Connie Dicks’ sister-in-law)  
   •    Tim Dee 
   •    Peggy Vespestad 
    •     Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s  
         great granddaughter) 
   •    Dennis & Donna Gilbert 
   •    Chuck Derby (Connie Dicks’ brother) 
   •    Carolyn Link 
   •    Darell & Robin Reglin  
   •    Andrés Colfax child needing  
          heart transplant) 
   •    Sandy (Bill Berrimans’ sister-in-law) 
   •    Marilyn (Janet Beem’s mother) 
   •    Dennis Gilbert 
   •    Terry Holdridge 
   •    Dan Byers 
   •    Betty Atwood 
   •    Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
         (Haitian missionaries) 
   •    Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •    Cash Dickerson  
         (CM elementary student) 
   •    Hu & Peggy Vespestad  
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs  
         (Mingo area family) 
   •    Bob Moreland  
   •    Persecuted Christians worldwide 
    •    Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •    Sasha Maslov Family  
         (friend of Norm McCoy)

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes March 2022

Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

THURSDAY (Apr. 14)  
Maundy Thursday Service  
(In-person and online) 
Mingo UMC - 6:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY (Apr. 15)  
Good Friday Service 
(In-person and online) 
Mingo UMC - 6:00 pm 
 

SATURDAY (Apr. 16)  
24-Hour Prayer Vigil 

Holy Week Activities & Services:

EASTER SUNDAY (Apr. 17)*  
(Please note - there will be NO Sunrise Service @ Farrar UMC this year) 
7:45 am - Easter Breakfast before the worship service @ Farrar UMC 
8:45 am ~ Worship Service @ Farrar UMC (In-person Service) 
9:45 am ~ Worship Service @ Mingo UMC  (In-person Service + Online options)

The Easter Lily  
Memorial List for 2022   

will be sent out  
on email.

* For those of you who purchased Easter lilies, they may be taken home after the Easter service. 



Spring Concert at Wells Fargo!

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022 at 7 PM 
MercyMe Concert • Wells Fargo Arena 

Event sponsored by Life 107.1 
Tickets: hyveetix.evenue.net/cgi-bin/ncommerce3/SEGetEventList 

 
MercyMe is coming to the Wells Fargo Arena on April 30, 2022, 

with Rend Collective and special guest Andrew Ripp!

FIERCE FAITH MUSIC 
Mark your calendars for an awesome  

Christian music concert coming to rural Newton! 
 

Father’s Day Sunday • June 19, 2022 
Fore Seasons Golf • 6232 County Hwy. S. 74 S. 

Newton, IA 50208 
 
Fierce Faith seeks to provide Central Iowa with a Christian-
based worship experience through uplifting music and  
entertainment. More details will be coming soon!  
Check out their Facebook page: Fierce Faith Music

MINGO  
CARING CORNER  
FOOD PANTRY & CLOTHES CLOSET 
Located at the Mingo City Library 

 
Anyone in Mingo, Colfax, or the surrounding rural 
area is eligible to benefit from the Mingo Caring 
Corner. Stop by to check out the Caring Corner,  
especially when a little help is needed!  

 
ACCEPTING DONATIONS OF: 

• Non-perishable food items 
• Health & beauty items 

• Gently used winter coats, 
hats, gloves, mittens & scarves 

PLEASE DELIVER YOUR  
DONATIONS DOWNSTAIRS    

LIBRARY HOURS: 
Monday 3 pm - 5 pm 

Tuesday 9 am - 12 noon 
Wednesday 1 pm - 5 pm 
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

Friday - Closed 
Saturday - 9 am - 11 am 

Sunday - Closed 

         HONORING OUR  Graduates!

Austin Brady’s  
Graduation  
OPEN HOUSE 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2022 
5 – 8 PM 
 
Cobblestone Inn & Suites 
4222 S. 22nd Ave. E. 
Newton, IA 50208 
 
Join us for a  
graduation  
party!

Melany Vry’s  
Graduation PARTY 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022 
1 -4 PM 
 
Mingo Community Center 
200 E. Railroad St. 
Mingo, IA 50168 
 
Join us for a  
graduation  
party!

Easter Lilies ~  

If you would like to order an Easter lily, please sign up on the clipboard  
at church or let Theresa know at 515-249-0698 or taberriman@gmail.com. 
The lilies will be $10 each. Please bring your payment to church or mail 
your payment to: Mingo UMC, P.O. Box 9, Mingo, IA  50168. Make checks 
payable to Mingo UMC with the word “Lily” in the memo. Please also  
          make a notation if you would like it to be in memory or honor of  
                   someone special. You may include the note with your check,  

              or email: communications@mingoumc.org  
                 The deadline to order lilies is Sunday, April 10th.



The Mingo UMC will be collecting items for the  
Personal Dignity Kit and Student Kit this year.  
See the donation schedule below. Thank you!

SEW POWERFUL  
Purse Mission Project 

I came across this Erma Bombeck quote a 
while ago.  “When I stand before God at the 
end of my life, I would hope that I would not 
have a single bit of talent left and could say  
‘I used everything you gave me’.” 
 
We have our unique God-given talents. God 
gave me the talent to be creative, of which 
one is to sew. I use this talent to help others.  
 

You may remember I used my sewing talents to create reusable personal hygiene products 
that I sent to “our girls” in Iganga, Uganda.  This was very expensive to send but very 
needed there.  I found an organization that will provide all the girls need for $12 a kit which 
includes the pads, liners, underwear, a bag, information….and take it to the girls without 
spending money on postage!  Next time I will do this instead of paying the post office the 
extra money to send things!  Watch for upcoming fundraising efforts for this mission project. 
 
So, then I found another organization called Sew Powerful online.  They provide a pattern 
for an over the shoulder purse for individuals and groups over the world to make and send 
to the headquarters who then send them on to Zambia.  In Zambia, Sew Powerful has  
several compounds that have created sewing center work environments where the women 
get paid for creating the personal hygiene products which are put into the purses that  
others have made.  These are then given out to the young women of Zambia.  Sew Powerful 
also has several other projects within the compounds such as 3 Esthers Farms and Atelier’s 
Angels (see SewPowerful.org for more information on this mission).   
 
I started slowly making 20 purses over a few years.  But then I found out the home base for 
this mission is Renton, Washington.  Bells and whistles went off in my mind.  This is where 
my cousin, Patty Hoopingarner Truelove, lives.  Wouldn’t it be cool to take purses personally 
to this mission? (This is my dad’s sister Pauline’s daughter.) 
 
But procrastination and other things took over and I never got other purses made nor a  
decision to go see Patty ever became firm until a major event happened in my life at the 
end of last year. 
 
This event started a fire within me….what was I waiting for?  I wasn’t getting any younger.  
My major health problem consists of bone-on-bone in both knees which makes walking  
difficult.  Of course, I have to lose weight in order to have knee replacements which is  
oh so easy (I say with much sarcasm).   But I need to do things I wanted to do while I still 
could manage. 
 
After the major event, I sat down and cut out 70 
more purses and over 2 months, I assembly-line 
sewed the purses (mind you from fabric I already 
had) to complete a total of 90 purses which are 
pictured above. 
 
On March 9th, I flew to Renton, Washington, to 
start my vacation visit with Patty.  I had pre-
arranged to meet Dana with the Sew Powerful 
Purse Project to personally deliver the purses.  
Amazingly, he lived only 8 blocks from Patty.  He 
gave me an autographed copy of his book called 
Sew Powerful Parables – twelve original stories of 
reason, rhyme and God’s truth.  Can’t wait to read it! 
 
This sewing mission has been completed but I still might make a purse or two as I find  
fabric in my stash.  I’m on to my next project.  I’m crocheting and crafting little items to sell 
at craft sales to raise money for those Days for Girls kits I mentioned above.  Schools are 
back in session in Iganga and we need to help the girls stay in school to better themselves. 
 
I thank God for the many talents He has given me and the ability to share them with others 
near and far.  Again, keep your eyes open for opportunities to help me raise money to  
purchase the personal dignity kits for the girls in Uganda! 

Jeri Heffelfinger

Jeri and Dana with the  
Sew Powerful Purse Project

Personal Dignity Kit ($13 Value) 
 
February       1        Hand Towel 
 
March            1        Wash Cloth -  
                               No dishcloths 
 
April               1        Adult Toothbrush -  
                               No multi-packs 
 
May                1        Bar Soap (3-4 oz.) 
 
June              1        Shampoo (12.5-19 oz.) 
 
July                1        Deodorant (2-3 oz stick,  
                               roll-on, pump) 
 
August          1        1-gallon Resealable  
                               Plastic Bag 

      Student Kit ($16 Value) 
 
February       3       Notebooks (1-subject) 
 
March            1        Ruler;  1 Pencil Sharpener; 
                               1 Eraser (2’’) 
 
April               1        Box Colored  
                               Pencils 
 
May                1        Box 24 Crayons 
 
June              1        Pair Student Scissors 
 
July                6       Pencils -  
                               unsharpened 
 
August          1        One Handle Cloth Bag  
                               or Plastic Grocery Bag 

-or-



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]
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6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

OUR CALENDAR  ~ APRIL  2022

COMMUNION

     
        

Ways to Connect —   
To find out about Farrar UMC  
upcoming events & information,  
visit FarrarUMC.org  
or the Farrar United  
Methodist Church  
Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! Faith Power  
Assembly Church & MISSION HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL 
IGANGA, UGANDA ~ Keep our sister church and school in 
your daily prayers for safety and provision and also 
through this time of grief with Pastor Perezi’s passing. 

THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  MANY HARDSHIPS & DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

6:00 pm ~  
Service at Mingo UMC

April 3 — 
Diane Matthews Riesburg 
Jaycie Webster   
April 5 —  
Bailey Pease  
April 6 —  
Melany Vry 
 
April 8 —  
Brian Rumbaugh 
 

April 10 — 
Sarah Burns 
Jerry & Luanne  
Heffelfinger  
(Anniversary) 
 
April 12 — 
William Gregerson 
 
April 14 — 
Marshall Jackson 
 

17Easter 
Sunday

COMMUNION

April 18 — 
Craig Warner 
 
April 28 — 
Kevin Altes 
 
April 30 — 
Colton Harder

6:00 pm ~  
Service at Mingo UMC 

Good Friday
10 Palm 

Sunday

Holy Week

16
24-Hr. 
Prayer  
Vigil

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)



 
 
 

    
       
 
 
     
 
 
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage – past sermons are posted  
     to our video library) 
 

    • Sunday AM Worship Service: 9:45 am (In-person & YouTube LIVE) 

    • Sunday PM Book Study: 4:00 pm (In-person & Zoom) 

    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: not meeting at this time  
    • Email us:  communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications?  
      Text:  JOIN to 641-212-5900

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

The Mingo United Methodist 

Church building is OPEN!  

In-person and online worship  

options are available. Safety  

precautions are in place &  

will be practiced by those  

attending in-person services.  

Masks are optional & no  

longer required.

Join us in person or online!  

WEDNESDAY COFFEE / MINI-WORSHIP  
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655  
Meeting ID: 272 457 3655 

Please note that we have  
UPDATED LINKS

SUNDAY PM BOOK STUDY 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81818489865  
Meeting ID: 818 1848 9865 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
YouTube LIVE: https://youtu.be/72wd0gErSGo

    BOARD MEETINGS  
    Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85195854464  
    Meeting ID: 851 9585 4464


