
 

E 
aster last month and May ahead signals new life and new beginnings!  On Easter, we shared the story of 
Lazarus coming out of the tomb – from death to life! It brought a renewed meaning to the Resurrection 

Story of Jesus.  Three times in scripture Jesus brings the dead back to life. Jesus had that effect on people who 
were dead or in the tomb. 
 
Sometimes, we are also in a tomb of doubt, fear, and lifelessness. Our lives are so busy, our world is so chaotic, 
that sometimes we find ourselves more comfortable in a tomb.  Even when the stone is rolled away, we hesitate 
in coming out and experiencing a new life. Often, we are so complacent that we find the tomb life as a new 
normal.  As someone once shared with me: “I have forgotten what a life with God can really look like.” We 
have a relationship with God that is shallow and meaningless, and is superficial in its impact on the rest of our 
daily living. 
 
On Easter, I announced a new series!  It’s all about teaching us what “The Resurrected Life” looks like and  
feels like when we come out of the tomb. I invite you to join us as we explore and learn about “Living the  
Resurrected Life.”  Easter is not the culmination, it is not the one day a year we celebrate Jesus!  It is, in fact, 
the beginning of a new resurrected life. I invite you to join me on this journey of discovery and invite others to 
come with you. 
 
To help discover where we are on our journeys and where we would dream to go in our relationship with God, 
I have always turned to songs and music!  Recently, we featured an entire Sunday service on the music and 
songs that reflect our faith or that we find guides and leads us into a deeper walk with God.  I have discovered 
as a pastor that when I ask people about the songs they like or listen to on the radio or on their iPhones, it 
readily becomes a means to know them and about their faith. In fact, over the years, I have used this as a way 
to not only find where people were on their faith journey, but I used it to guide me in my preaching on Sunday 
mornings. Imagine knowing what songs people like or a song that speaks to them in a way that can reveal to 
others (including the pastor) what’s happening in their life and where they need encouragement. 
 
Recently, I have been asking people to not only share their favorite songs, but songs they have on their playlists. 
Do you know what a playlist is? Google it. It is a collection of songs that you save and play over and over  
because it is “where you are right now.” Can you see the value in it? I have persons who send me songs and 
music they have listened to or heard for the first time that suddenly lights up their life and allows God to speak 
through the music into their life.  It even is a way for those who are still in the tomb to tell us what’s going on 
and what “word” they need to hear that will bring them out! 
 
So, here is your assignment right now. Send me a link to a song or the name of a song (including the name of 
the singer). I even invite you to tell me why it is so meaningful to you right now in your life journey with God.  
Share it and I will enjoy listening. I will even respond after listening to it so that I can glean where we are as a 
church and as a “child of God.”  
 
I invite you to send them to me by email: phildicks@gmail.com or in a text to: 515-418-0807.  You will be 
hearing more about this in coming Sundays and see the “fruit” of your sharing in the messages and themes of 
Sunday worship. I NEED YOUR HELP.  I believe God speaks through that music and often speaks a fresh 
word to me.  So, Pastor, what are you listening to today that speaks to you?  Here are two of them: 
 
“I’m No Longer a Slave to Fear” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJ4XR2iuOIk 
(and just today) “Jesus, Thank You” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbCnh5Q2o1Y 
 
I am praying for you. Let me know your songs or what you think of mine. God is in this and God is guiding  
us into “Resurrection Living!”  Everyday for us is Easter and we can connect through our resurrection songs!  
 
                             Go be the church! 

Pastor Phil

Resurrection Living:  
Share Your Playlist - Your Resurrection Songs!

Pastor’s Note
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he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., Apr. 13th at 6:00 pm. Bill & 
Theresa Berriman, Rodney Altes, Julie Warner, Kent & Dawn McKee, Marilyn Matthews, Bob 

Pease, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.  
 
Pastor Phil opened the meeting with prayer. Bob L moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as 
printed in the newsletter. Seconded by Theresa. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits  
totaled $x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $xx,xxx.xx as of March 31st. All  
accounts balanced. Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Marilyn. Approval given.  
 
Bill noted that he has done research on finding alternatives for oil sanctuary candles. The oil currently 
costs approx. $167 and is purchased twice per year to fill the 14 tapers in the candelabras near the alter. 
He found battery-operated LED tapers that cost approx. $106.75 with tax and shipping. The have a 
wax coating, a flicker feature, and come with a remote control. Batteries cost $11 each and last approx. 
1 year. Rodney suggested that we purchase more than 14 tapers, to have extra(s) as backup. The  
question was asked about how the children will participate in being acolytes. Two candles can be lit  
on the alter. Bill made the motion to replace the current refillable oil candles with battery-operated 
LED tapers. Seconded by Rodney. Motion passed. 
 
The church newsletter deadline will be Wed., April 20th. Jolene noted that Holy Week links and  
information have been posted and sent out multiple times and reminded everyone that Easter lilies 
may be taken home after the church service on Sunday. 
 
The Senior Recognition for Austin and Melany will be Sunday, May 1st at 9:45 am during the regular morning 
worship service. Marilyn noted that she and Carol Kimberley have handled the gifts and arrangements.  
 
Bill shared that he and Theresa will be gone on April 24th to visit his sister who lives in a nursing 
home in Glenwood. They watch our church services on YouTube. Bill has plans to take pictures of 
them watching the service and then will share those with our congregation when they return, as we 
“welcome friends from Glenwood."  
 
Pastor gave his report and recapped the Holy Week schedule. The Colfax couple will be married in  
our Mingo UMC on Saturday, May 21st. Pastor believed that the reception will be held at another  
location. After Easter, we will begin a new sermon series on “People of Light” which will highlight 
Paul’s letters. 
 
Now that the church is fully reopened, janitorial duties have increased. Theresa made a motion to increase 
the janitorial salary from $200 per month to $300 per month. Seconded by Rodney. Motion carried. 
 
Theresa shared that we received a nice thank you note from Pastor Paul Witmer from Women at the Well.  
 
As previously discussed, April's monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 will go to the 
Trenton Brady Memorial Scholarship and the June donation is scheduled to go to Jasper County 
Habitat for Humanity. Theresa noted that the church received a note just this past week from the C-M 
Post Prom committee. Marilyn made the motion to give an additional April donation of $100.00 to 
C-M Post Prom. Seconded by Bob P. Motion carried. Marilyn is still checking in with Trisha Hobbs to 
determine if our May donation would be beneficial for their family at this time. 
 
Bill moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Marilyn.  
All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together in closing.

Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).   
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for May
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

   •    The Family of Jeff Heffelfinger 
   •    The Family of Loren Smith  
         (Cindy Lorius’ father)  
   •    The Family of Margie McKinney  
         (Michelle Fetters’ mother)  
   •    Carolyn Link  
   •    The Family of  Ed Krekow  
         (Bob Matthews’ brother-in-law)  
   •    The Family of Bill McGinnis 
   •    The Family of Marilyn Heydon 
   •    The Family of Bruce Fick  
   •    Tawnya Vry 
   •   Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
   •    Mary Ragan 
   •    Mike & Mary Murphy 
   •    Vicky Moekly & daughter, Gina 
   •    Leanne Slaymaker  
         (Dawn McKee’s friend)  
   •    Steve (Theresa Berrimans’ brother) 
   •    Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother) 
   •    Michelle (Tawnya Vry’s sister-in-law)  
   •    Cindy Derby  
         (Connie Dicks’ sister-in-law)  
   •    Tim Dee 
   •    Peggy Vespestad 
    •     Abbie (Janice Gregerson’s  
         great granddaughter) 
   •    Dennis & Donna Gilbert 
   •    Chuck Derby (Connie Dicks’ brother) 
   •    Carolyn Link 
   •    Darell & Robin Reglin  
   •    Andrés Colfax child needing  
          heart transplant) 
   •    Sandy (Bill Berrimans’ sister-in-law) 
   •    Marilyn (Janet Beem’s mother) 
   •    Dennis Gilbert 
   •    Terry Holdridge 
   •    Dan Byers 
   •    Betty Atwood 
   •    Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
         (Haitian missionaries) 
   •    Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •    Cash Dickerson  
         (CM elementary student) 
   •    Hu & Peggy Vespestad  
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs  
         (Mingo area family) 
   •    Bob Moreland  
   •    Persecuted Christians worldwide 
    •    Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •    Sasha Maslov Family  
         (friend of Norm McCoy)

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes April 2022

Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

                          Graduates!
Austin Brady’s  
Graduation  
OPEN HOUSE 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2022 
5 – 8 PM 
 
Cobblestone Inn & Suites 
4222 S. 22nd Ave. E. 
Newton, IA 50208 
 
Join us for a  
graduation  
party!

Melany Vry’s  
Graduation PARTY 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022 
1 -4 PM 
 
Mingo Community Center 
200 E. Railroad St. 
Mingo, IA 50168 
 
Join us for a  
graduation  
party!

HONORING OUR



Spring Concert at Wells Fargo!

MINGO  
CARING CORNER  
FOOD PANTRY & CLOTHES CLOSET 
Located at the Mingo City Library 

 
Anyone in Mingo, Colfax, or the surrounding rural 
area is eligible to benefit from the Mingo Caring 
Corner. Stop by to check out the Caring Corner,  
especially when a little help is needed!  

 
ACCEPTING DONATIONS OF: 

• Non-perishable food items 
• Health & beauty items 

• Gently used winter coats, 
hats, gloves, mittens & scarves 

PLEASE DELIVER YOUR  
DONATIONS DOWNSTAIRS    

LIBRARY HOURS: 
Monday 3 pm - 5 pm 

Tuesday 9 am - 12 noon 
Wednesday 1 pm - 5 pm 
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

Friday - Closed 
Saturday - 9 am - 11 am 

Sunday - Closed 

Calling All Gardeners  
& Fruit Growers

COMMUNITY PRODUCE GIVEAWAY 
Saturday Mornings, 9 am - 12-noon 

June 4 - October 8 
Mingo Community Center Shelter 

This year, when planning your growing season, plan for an extra row,  
or hill, or planting. The extra vegetables, fruit, flowers, or plants can  

help your neighbors who are in need of what you may have in excess. 
The intention of this effort is to have a community produce giveaway / 
exchange on Saturday mornings, 9 am - 12-noon, at the shelter of the 

Mingo Community Center, June 4th through October 8th depending  
upon availability of produce). For further information, contact  

Bill Berriman at 515-238-1169 or wberriman32@gmail.com 

Father’s Day Sunday • June 19, 2022 
Fore Seasons Golf • 6232 County Hwy. S. 74 S. 

Newton, IA 50208 
 
The Fierce Faith team is proud to announce their lineup! Starting 
out in the afternoon, they’ll have Friday Night Fire out of Central 
Iowa. Next on stage is Sean Feucht out of Redding, California. 
Micah Tyler out of Buna, Texas will take the stage as the closing 
act. Tickets are on sale now on the Eventbrite website. Parking at 
the event is limited. Free parking and a free shuttle will be offered 
at a nearby location. Parking at the venue will be granted to those 
arriving with buses and vans that have prearranged for a parking 
pass. We are thrilled that we get to enjoy this amazing worship 
experience with Central Iowa! For more information, visit: 
www.FierceFaithMusic.org or Facebook page: Fierce Faith Music

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER



The Mingo UMC will be collecting items for the  
Personal Dignity Kit and Student Kit this year.  
See the donation schedule below. Thank you!

Personal Dignity Kit ($13 Value) 
 
February       1        Hand Towel 
 
March            1        Wash Cloth -  
                               No dishcloths 
 
April               1        Adult Toothbrush -  
                               No multi-packs 
 
May                1        Bar Soap (3-4 oz.) 
 
June              1        Shampoo (12.5-19 oz.) 
 
July                1        Deodorant (2-3 oz stick,  
                               roll-on, pump) 
 
August          1        1-gallon Resealable  
                               Plastic Bag 

      Student Kit ($16 Value) 
 
February       3       Notebooks (1-subject) 
 
March            1        Ruler;  1 Pencil Sharpener; 
                               1 Eraser (2’’) 
 
April               1        Box Colored  
                               Pencils 
 
May                1        Box 24 Crayons 
 
June              1        Pair Student Scissors 
 
July                6       Pencils -  
                               unsharpened 
 
August          1        One Handle Cloth Bag  
                               or Plastic Grocery Bag 

-or-

GARAGE SALE  
For Our Iganga Girls 

 
Help Jeri raise money for  

personal hygiene kits for our girls  
at the Community Trans School in Iganga 

— AND  — 
clean your house! 

 
Jeri is accepting fabulous finds (not clothing or shoes) from your home for her 

crafts/fabulous finds sales this summer and garage sale at  
Thomas Mitchell Days in September. 

 
Money raised from your fabulous finds will go to purchase personal  

hygiene kits from the Days for Girls organization who will make  
and deliver them PERSONALLY to Florence in Iganga— 

NO PAYING THE USPS $80 to mail anything. 
 

Each kit contains a drawstring bag, 2 waterproof shields, 8 liners,  
2 panties, 1 carry pouch, 1 instruction sheet, a bar of handmade soap,  

and 1 washcloth at a cost of $11.50 per kit. 
 

I’ll accept any time up to Labor Day weekend.  Leave the items labeled  
for me by the coat rack at the ramp entry.  Anything not sold will be  

donated to a thrift shop that supports a mission in Haiti. 
 

If your home is clean and has nothing to give, 
monetary donations are also accepted. 😊

For Our 
Iganga  
Girls

Resident Bishop of Iowa 

In Mission Together 
In Mission Together encourages United Methodist Churches to support United Methodist missions on local, conference, 
national, and international levels through giving and serving relationships to fulfill Matthew 25 (“Whatever you did for 

the least of these, you did for me”) and Matthew 28 (“Go into all the world and make disciples”).  

MinMingogo
United Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist Church

is recognized for its giving and serving relationships during 2021. 

Kay Oliver Riverview Park District Missions Secretary



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]
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6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

FOOD PANTRY

OUR CALENDAR  ~ MAY 2022

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
Faith Power Assembly Church & MISSION HARVEST  
MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, UGANDA ~ Keep our  
sister church and school in your daily prayers for  
safety and provision and also through this time  

of grief with Pastor Perezi’s passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE  MANY HARDSHIPS &  
DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

May 1 — 
Kevin Borts 
Larry Davenport 
Samantha Gathercole 
   
May 5 —  
Amanda Burns 
Hauschildt      

May 12 —  
Larry Hulse 
 
May 17 —  
John Eatwell 
 
May 19 — 
Bob Leonard  
May 23 — 
Rita Jo Tiffany 
 

Mother’s 
Day

Melany Vry’s 
Graduation PARTY 
1-4 pm • Mingo 
Community Center
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May 29 — 
Ashley McKee Rude 
Grant Borts 
 
May 31 — 
Landen Borts

Ways to Connect —  To find  
out about Farrar UMC upcoming  
events and information, visit  
FarrarUMC.org or the Farrar  
United Methodist Church  
Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

22

14

1
CELEBRATE OUR HS 
GRADUATES - During 
morning worship service 
RECEPTION AFTER SERVICE

COMMUNION

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

Austin 
Brady’s Graduation 
OPEN HOUSE • 5-8 pm 
Cobblestone Inn  
& Suites, Newton
4:00 pm -  Book Study  
(in-person & Zoom)

10:00 am -  
(Zoom) Coffee Time



 
 
 

    
       
 
 
     
 
 
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage – past sermons are posted  
     to our video library) 
 

    • Sunday AM Worship Service: 9:45 am (In-person & YouTube LIVE) 

    • Sunday PM Book Study: 4:00 pm (In-person & Zoom) 

    • Wednesday Morning Coffee Time: 10:00 am (Zoom) 
 
    • Church School: not meeting at this time 
    • RUSH Youth Fellowship: not meeting at this time  
    • Email us:  communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications?  
      Text:  JOIN to 641-212-5900

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

The Mingo United Methodist 

Church building is OPEN!  

In-person and online worship  

options are available. Safety  

precautions are in place &  

will be practiced by those  

attending in-person services.  

Masks are optional & no  

longer required.

Join us in person or online!  

WEDNESDAY COFFEE / MINI-WORSHIP  
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2724573655  
Meeting ID: 272 457 3655 

Please note that we have  
UPDATED LINKS

SUNDAY PM BOOK STUDY 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81818489865  
Meeting ID: 818 1848 9865 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
YouTube LIVE: https://youtu.be/72wd0gErSGo

    BOARD MEETINGS  
    Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85195854464  
    Meeting ID: 851 9585 4464


