
 

W
 
hen we serve as Jesus commanded, using our gifts and talents to meet the needs of people around 
us, we become as salt and light to people, pointing them to God.  

 
Let me share with you a story: 
 
A quiet forest dweller lived high above an Austrian village along the eastern slopes of the Alps. The old  
gentleman had been hired many years ago by a young town council to clear away the debris from the pools  
of water up in the mountain crevices that fed the lovely spring flowing through their town. With faithful, silent 
regularity, he patrolled the hills, removed the leaves and branches, and wiped away the silt that would  
otherwise choke and contaminate the fresh flow of water. By and by, the village became a popular attraction  
for vacationers. Swans floated along the crystal clear spring, mill wheels of various businesses located along the 
water, farmlands were naturally irrigated, and the view from restaurants was picturesque beyond description. 
 
Years passed. One evening the town council met for its semi-annual meeting. As they reviewed the budget, one 
man’s eye caught the salary figure being paid the obscure keeper of the spring. Said the keeper of the purse, 
“Who is the old man? Why do we keep him on year after year? No one ever sees him. For all we know the 
strange ranger of the hills is doing us no good. He isn’t necessary any longer!” By a unanimous vote, they  
dispensed with the old man’s services. 
 
For several weeks, nothing changed. By early autumn, the trees began to shed their leaves. Small branches 
snapped off and fell into the pools, hindering the rushing flow of sparkling water. One afternoon, someone  
noticed a slight yellowish-brown tint in the spring. A couple of days later, the water was much darker. Within 
another week, a slimy film covered sections of the water along the banks and a foul odor was soon detected. 
The mill wheels moved slower, some finally ground to a halt. Swans left, as did the tourists. Clammy fingers  
of disease and sickness reached deeply into the village. 
 
Quickly, the embarrassed council called a special meeting. Realizing their gross error in judgment, they hired 
back the old keeper of the spring. Within a few weeks, the veritable river of life began to clear up. The wheels 
started to turn, and new life returned to the hamlet in the Alps once again. 
 
This story is a vivid relevant analogy directly related to the times in which we live. What the keeper of the 
springs meant to the Swiss village, Christians mean to the world. We Christians may seem feeble, needless, 
unimportant, and small to the vast world, but God help any society that attempts to exist without our influence. 
 
Jesus called his followers to be a front-line militia. Nowhere do we get the impression that Jesus wanted us to 
live in isolation, separated from the world. It is impossible to live, truly live, for the kingdom in private. We are 
called to a social agenda and an outward expression of God’s principles. We are called to make a difference by 
influencing and impacting the world around us. 
 
We aren’t called to save the world. But, we are called to make a difference. We can’t do everything. But, we can 
do something. And what we can do, we ought to do. That’s what being salt and light is all about. 
 
As the church…the people…I invite you to join with me and others on a “Courageous Journey of Influence.”  
I have been hearing back from people who are sharing stories about discovering the ministry of   
“INFLUENTIAL ACTS OF KINDNESS & LOVE!”  
 
What’s your Story? When Jesus was asked about the Greatest Commandment he shot back with this  
simple answer: Love God and love those in need…saint or sinner…known or unknown…visible and  
invisible (untouchables). That was His # 1 priority, and should be our #1 priority.  
 
How does that stack up to where we are as a church?  How does that reflect our priority focus  
today? Keeping eyes on Jesus? When we influence others…even our life becomes better when we  
“do it all for Jesus!” Share your Story. GO BE THE CHURCH! 
                           Pastor Phil

Courageous Influencer - Matthew 5:13-16 
— Influential Like Salt & Light! —

Pastor’s Note
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 JOIN US! 
 
Sunday School: 
Children meet Sept. - May: 
(Not meeting at this time) 
 
Adults meet year-round: 
(Not meeting at this time) 
 
Worship: 
9:45 - 10:30 am 
 
Youth Fellowship: 
(Not meeting at this time) 
 
 
 CONNECT:  
Pastor Dicks: 
515-418-0807 
 
Church Office: 
641-363-4229  
(to leave a message) 
 
Email: 
communications@mingoumc.org 
 
Web: 
www.mingoumc.org 
 
Facebook: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
 
Address: 
Mingo United Methodist Church 
202 W. Main St. • PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA  50168
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Prayer  Cha in  Min ist ry
Farrar & Mingo prayer requests 
may be initiated by contacting 
either our Pastor, Warren Nielsen 
(Farrar) or Jolene Brady (Mingo).  
 
Mingo Contact: 
Jolene Brady  
jolene@bradyworks.com  
515-508-9009 
 
Farrar Contact:  
Warren Nielsen 
nielsenwl72@gmail.com 
515-707-4967  

Prayer Concerns for August
Please keep these friends  

in your thoughts & prayers. 

   •    The Family of Steve Sesker  
         (Peggy Vespestad’s brother) 
   •    The Family of Jeff Heffelfinger  
         (Jenny Heydon’s brother) 
   •    Jeff Hanke (Jenny Heydon’s brother) 
   •    Chuck Rosenbaum  
         (Bob Moreland’s friend) 
   •    Lincoln Brady 
   •    Haley Hoffer (Janice Gregerson’s friend) 
   •    Carolyn Link 
   •    Maddie (Lori Cory’s niece) 
   •    Bev Kolbe (Dawn McKee’s mother) 
   •    The Family of  Ed Krekow  
         (Bob Matthews’ brother-in-law)  
   •   The Family of Jillian Blair  
         (Friend of Mike & Jolene Brady)  
   •    Tawnya Vry 
   •   Jim (Tawnya Vry’s brother)  
   •    Mary Ragan 
   •    Mike & Mary Murphy 
   •    Sarah Shonrock (Jolene Brady’s friend)  
   •    Steve (Theresa Berriman’s brother) 
   •    Michelle (Tawnya Vry’s sister-in-law)  
   •    Cindy Derby  
         (Connie Dicks’ sister-in-law)  
   •    Dennis & Donna Gilbert 
   •    Chuck Derby (Connie Dicks’ brother) 
   •    Darell & Robin Reglin  
   •    Sandy (Bill Berriman’s sister-in-law) 
   •    Dennis Gilbert 
   •    Terry Holdridge 
   •    Dan Byers 
   •    Betty Atwood 
   •    Sonny Deaton 
    •     Pastor Steve & Melissa Gross Family 
         (Haitian missionaries) 
   •    Chris & Jenny Heydon Family 
    •    Cash Dickerson  
         (CM elementary student) 
   •    Hu & Peggy Vespestad  
   •    Kory & Trisha Hobbs  
         (Mingo area family) 
   •    Bob Moreland  
   •    Persecuted Christians worldwide 
    •    Carla (Pastor Phil & Connie’s daughter)  
    •    Sasha Maslov Family  
         (friend of Norm McCoy)

Administrative Board Meeting Minutes July 2022

Jolene Brady,  Recording Secretary

T
 
he Administrative Board met via Zoom video conference on Wed., July 13th at 6:00 pm. Bill & 
Theresa Berriman, Julie Warner, Janice Gregerson, Rodney Altes, Kent & Dawn McKee, Bob 

Pease, Jolene Brady, Chairman Bob & Barbara Leonard, and Pastor Phil were present.  
 
Pastor Phil opened the meeting with prayer. Janice moved to accept last month’s secretarial report as 
printed in the newsletter. Seconded by Theresa. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer Theresa presented the financial report for approval. Deposits totaled $x,xxx.xx. Debits  
totaled $x,xxx.xx. The balance on the checkbook statement was $x,xxx.xx as of June 30th. All  
accounts balanced. Motion to approve the financial report was seconded by Janice. Approval given. 
 
Jolene reminded everyone that the church newsletter deadline will be next Wednesday, July 20th. She 
also noted that if there are any changes needed to the Prayer List as printed in the newsletter, please let 
her know so we can keep the list current. The next board meeting is scheduled for Wed., Aug. 10th, 
which is also the move-in day for Austin’s college apartment so they will not be home in time for the 
board meeting. Rather than reschedule to an earlier or later week, it was decided that the board meeting 
will remain at the normal time on Aug. 10th, but Theresa will take notes and get them to Jolene. 
 
Bill & Theresa shared that there will be a short Block Party meeting immediately after church on Sunday 
to go over work duties and responsibilities. The golf cart rental is unavailable this year due to other 
communities needing them that same weekend, so transportation will be provided by vehicle if needed. 
Kent inquired about the timeline to repair the bridge by the church. At this point, it’s just been marked, 
but no plans or schedule has been put into place yet so should not affect the Block Party activities. 
 
Pastor reported that he will begin a new sermon series on “how to become an influenced influencer.” 
The series will run for 2-3 weeks and focus on how the influencers of the day have changed over time 
and also how Jesus is an influencer in our lives. Pastor also reminded us that VBS will be Mon - Tues - Wed, 
July 25-26-27 at the Colfax UMC and all children preK - 5th grade are invited. This is a free event. 
 
Pastor also noted that the Colfax UMC is trying to reinstitute their ministerial association within the 
community and would like to plan more joint activities with others. On Sunday, Sept. 11th, everyone 
is invited to Quarry Springs at Colfax for a joint worship service. The service will begin at 11:00 am 
with a potluck at 12-noon. Hot dogs & hamburgers will be available besides the potluck items. The 
area offers swimming, fishing, kayaks, osprey nesting sites, and several other recreational activities. 
More information will be coming soon. 
 
Pastor also shared that the book study is on hold for the moment, but will start back up again soon. 
He will let us know when to put it back on the calendar. 
 
As previously discussed, July’s monthly Local Mission Giving donation of $100.00 will go to 
Hawthorn Hill. August’s donation will go to Newton Christian School and September’s donation is 
scheduled for Women at the Well.  
 
Janice moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Bill. All prayed “The Lord’s Prayer” together 
in closing.  
 

We will once again be having a school supply give-away during the Block Party. 
Donations are very much appreciated! We are well-stocked on some items,  
but could use more in some categories (since students may need multiples). 
Below is a list of items that we could still use: 
 

Please keep in mind that we are well-stocked on these items:  backpacks, pink erasers, standard pocket 
folders, spiral notebooks, sharpies, & rulers 
 
Please bring your donations to church and leave in one of the back pews. 
 

Your donations are a huge blessing!  Thank you!    
~ Mingo UMC 

Block Party • July 30, 2022 
School Supply Give-Away

              o      Loose leaf paper (wide) 
             o      Loose leaf paper (college) 
             o      Thumb / flash drive 
             o      3-ring notebooks 
             o      Composition notebooks 
             o      Graph notebooks 
             o      Colored pencils 
             o      Markers  
             o      Dry erase markers 
             o      Highlighters 
             o      Graphing calculators (HS) 
             o      Index cards 

             o      Pencil boxes & bags 
             o      Pencils & pens  
                     (+ red or colored marking pens) 
                            o      Pencil sharpeners 
             o      Glue sticks 
             o      Scissors 
             o      Glue bottles 
             o      Erasers (pencil cap) 
             o      Pocket folders (heavy duty) 
             o      Lysol or Clorox wipes canisters 
             o      Kleenex boxes



Walking tacos, popcorn,  
watermelon & drinks will be  

provided. Bring your lawn chairs!

Saturday, July 30th • 5:00 - 8:00 pm 

~ West Main Street, Mingo, IA • Sponsored by the Mingo UMC ~

Handicapped accessible parking available.

Games • Tattoos 
• Balloon Art • Face Painting 

• Music • LOTS OF FUN!!!

Sign in at the welcome table!

School  
supply  

give-away  
(while supplies last)

A FUN, FREE Event the Whole Family Can Enjoy!

Food, Music, Entertainment & FUN!

   
BLOCK PARTY!      ommunityC

FUN  
GAMES & 

CONTESTS
Denise 
Forney

WILL PERFORM!

2022



The Mingo UMC will be collecting items for the  
Personal Dignity Kit and Student Kit this year.  

The August donation is listed below. Thank you!

Personal Dignity Kit ($13 Value) 
August          1        1-gallon Resealable  
                               Plastic Bag 

 Student Kit ($16 Value) 
August          1        One Handle Cloth Bag  
                               or Plastic Grocery Bag 

-or-

GARAGE SALE  
For Our Iganga Girls 

 
Help Jeri raise money for  

personal hygiene kits for our girls  
at the Community Trans School in Iganga 

— AND  — 
clean your house! 

 
Jeri is accepting fabulous finds (not clothing or shoes) from your home for her 

crafts/fabulous finds sales this summer and garage sale at  
Thomas Mitchell Days - the second week in September. 

 
Money raised from your fabulous finds will go to purchase personal  

hygiene kits from the Days for Girls organization who will make  
and deliver them PERSONALLY to Florence in Iganga— 

NO PAYING THE USPS $80 to mail anything. 
 

Each kit contains a drawstring bag, 2 waterproof shields, 8 liners,  
2 panties, 1 carry pouch, 1 instruction sheet, a bar of handmade soap,  

and 1 washcloth at a cost of $11.50 per kit. 
 

I’ll accept any time up to Labor Day weekend.  Leave the items labeled  
for me by the coat rack at the ramp entry.  Anything not sold will be  

donated to a thrift shop that supports a mission in Haiti. 
 

If your home is clean and has nothing to give, 
monetary donations are also accepted. 😊

For Our 
Iganga  
Girls

Calling All Gardeners  
& Fruit Growers
COMMUNITY PRODUCE GIVEAWAY 

Saturday Mornings, 9 am - 12-noon 
June 4 - October 8  •  Mingo Community Center Shelter 

Extra vegetables, fruit, flowers, or plants can help your neighbors who 
are in need of what you may have in excess! For further information, 

contact Bill Berriman at 515-238-1169 or wberriman32@gmail.com 

MINGO  
CARING CORNER  
FOOD PANTRY & CLOTHES CLOSET 
Located at the Mingo City Library 

 
Anyone in Mingo, Colfax, or the surrounding rural area is 
eligible to benefit from the Mingo Caring Corner. Stop 
by to check out the Caring Corner, especially when a  
little help is needed!  

 
ACCEPTING DONATIONS OF: 

• Non-perishable food items 
• Health & beauty items 

• Gently used winter coats, 
hats, gloves, mittens & scarves 

PLEASE DELIVER YOUR  
DONATIONS DOWNSTAIRS    

LIBRARY HOURS: 
Monday 3 pm - 5 pm 

Tuesday 9 am - 12 noon 
Wednesday 1 pm - 5 pm 
Thursday 9 am - 12 noon 

Friday - Closed 
Saturday - 9 am - 11 am 

Sunday - Closed 

Several of our young people 
are headed off to college. 
Prayers & mail are always 
welcomed and very much 
appreciated!  Here are their new addresses: 
 

Kolbe will move in August.  
Kolbe McKee – Address to come soon!  

 
Lillie has already moved in!  
Central College 
Lillie McKee 
Student Box #726 
812 University St. 
Pella, IA 50219 

 
Melany may be changing locations for the fall  
semester - will update as soon as possible. 
Melany Vry – Address to come soon! 

 
Austin will move in August 10th.  
Austin Brady 
1367 SW Prairie Trail Pkwy., Apt. #101 
Ankeny, IA 50023



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: Send all newsletter entries to Jolene by the 20th of the month.  
Thank you!  [jolene@bradyworks.com]

10

6:00 pm - (Zoom) 
Board Meeting

              ~ AUGUST 2022

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
Faith Power Assembly Church & MISSION 
HARVEST MINISTRIES SCHOOL IGANGA, 
UGANDA ~ Keep our sister church and  

    school in your daily prayers for safety and provision and also through  
    this time of grief with Pastor Perezi’s passing. THEY CONTINUE TO FACE   
    MANY HARDSHIPS & DANGERS AT THIS TIME.

COMMUNION

FOOD PANTRY

Produce Giveaway 
9:00 am - 12 noon 

Mingo Community Center

Produce  
Giveaway 

9:00 am - 12 noon 
Mingo Community Center

Produce  
Giveaway 

9:00 am - 12 noon 
Mingo Community Center

Produce  
Giveaway 

9:00 am - 12 noon 
Mingo Community Center

OUR CALENDAR

Ways to Connect —  To find out 
about Farrar UMC upcoming events and 
information, visit FarrarUMC.org or 
the Farrar United Methodist Church 
Facebook page.

FARRAR UMC NEWS:

Aug 4 — 
Carroll Rumbaugh 
 
Aug 9 —  
Dawn McKee 
 
Aug 11 —  
Kent McKee 
 
Aug 12 —  
Pastor Eldon Nolte 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aug 21 — 
Bob Pease 
 
Aug 24 — 
Ben Kimberley 
Julie Warner 
 
Aug 28 — 
Mildred “Chubb” Borts 
 
 

Aug 30 — 
Ethan Brady 
Edith Patrick 

Aug 13 — 
Rod Sparks 
 
Aug 14 — 
Clara Sparks 
Pastor Dana & Jessica  
Wimmer ~ Anniversary 
 
Aug 16 — 
Mike & Jolene Brady ~  
Anniversary



 
 
 

    
       
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    • Facebook: Mingo UMC (Like our page!) 
    • Website: www.mingoumc.org 
    • YouTube channel:  
    https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 
     UCT15MA9CTPjIoOARv8upE_Q  
     (Or click “Videos” on our website homepage –  
     past sermons are posted to our video library) 
  
    • Email us:  communications@mingoumc.org 
    • Want to stay current on alerts & notifications?  
      Text:  JOIN to 641-212-5900

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®

Mingo United Methodist Church 
Pastor Phil Dicks 
202 W. Main St. 
PO Box 9 
Mingo, IA 50168

Join us in person or online!  

SUNDAY PM BOOK STUDY 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81818489865  
Meeting ID: 818 1848 9865 
4:00 pm (In-person & Zoom) 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
YouTube LIVE: https://youtu.be/72wd0gErSGo 
9:45 am (In-person & YouTube LIVE)

    BOARD MEETINGS  
    Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85195854464  
    Meeting ID: 851 9585 4464


